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PREFACE. 


As the present version of madams* 

de S6vign6’s correspondence with her dauj^- 
ter and her friends contains every letter in- 
serted in the .late Paris edition, from the 
I date of the first, in 1647, to the last whieh 
she probably wrote in 1696, we cannot give 
a more accurate account of the work, than 
by translating, part of the preface of the 
French editor, M. P. A. Grouvcllc, who ap- 
pears, from the many historical and other 
notes with w'hidi he has embellished the col- 
^ lection, to be a man of coiiaiderablc talents, 
and extensive reading. 

“ What the editor, long an assiduous 
reader of madame de S(Jvign6’s lettcre, has 
often vHslied to see executed bj another, he 
has at last executed htmself, and now pre- 
sents to the public. The undertaking was a 
pleasure of choice ; he xvished the entertain- 
ment, which the perusid of tiie kttcais 

VOL. j. 


a 



il PJlEfACE. 

fercled/ ■<6'>wanf no scanning, and lie' ha* 
endeavoured to rciKler it complete. Tie' 
pite is ihc iesidt of his own feelings of wlfat 
wtts defective; if it should not satisfy the 
public, the reason' will ' be, that lie has not 
been able to satisfy hhbself. 

The letters, as fWfilels of 'style, form an 
admirable book. They place ns in the in- 
timate confidence 6f persons, who, to cele- 
brity, joined a pure Character and an amiable 
mind : a species of attraction that is afibi'dcd 
by no other work, ancient or modern. They 
arc interesting also as a collection of anec- 
dotes, and they exhibit the picture of an age, 
and a court, tliat have greatly influenced the 
manners, not of France only, but of all Eu- 
rope. They w ill accordingly be sought after 
by every mind, Avhether little or much culti- 
vated : and it is not easy to regard witli in- 
difference an attempt that is made to render 
their iierusal more pleasing. 

“ Almost all the editions of madatne dc 
Sf*vign6 s letters that have hitherto appeared, 
are copies of that of 17oi4, nith the sevci’al 
letters added that have been discovered since. 
But numerous as these editions are, there 
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Ty>t one that is complete, or evien arranged aft 
it ought to be. 

V It is time to form out of the difflrant 
collections a monument worthy of madama 
dc S^vign^ worthy of standing by die side; 
of those which have bf)^ consecrated to the 
great geniuses her;|^e, ivlio, .in tlieir se- 
veral modes of writing, .were not more pec* 

, feet than herself Tins monument will be 
raised, not so much on ^typographical splen> 
dour, as on a careful cofivetiDn of the text, 
interesting additions, a methodical arrange- 
ment, instructive notes, and the insertion of 
what may enable us to appreciate better, die 
author and her letters. 

“ i\s raadamc dc Sevign6 acted in other 
capacities than as an aftectionate mother, 
her letters to her daughter arc not the only 
'ones we are desirous of reading. Since slie 
is witliout a rival in the epistolary style, 
whatever she has written of this nature ought 
to find'its place here. The interest she ex- 
cites, cmninunicates itself to *evcry thing 
about her, whether it be her daughter or her 
friends. Her friends too, were persems so 
distinguished for dicir understanding, it 
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is Ratifying to taste, to see their style lintci- 
mingled Mitb hers. Sucii shades set off tile 
Qolduring of the picture w ithout destroying 
tlie harmony. 

“ Some letters of tliis ■kind have been in- 
serted in preccding-..«ditioiis, and have been 
well received. Tho^t^^r h(^es that others, 
which are now added on his part, will not be 
less acceptable. If we arc pleased with the ^ 
sprightly Coulange*! why should not Sussy 
Rabutin, who Jmew^eo well how to clothe his 
just and ingenious thoughts, in an elegant, 
pure, and concise diction, equally deliglit us ? 
It is a new figure, that, instead of injuring 
the group, renders it more complete. 

“ The intermixture, besides, of the letters 
of men of understanding, with those of a wo- 
man, w ill furnish the reader with occasional 
opportunities of exercising his discrimination. 
It is said, that women possess llie epistolary 
talent in a greater degree than men. Whe- 
ther we dispute or allow this priviha^, it is 
pleasing to 'see tlie energy or uihanity be- 
longing to tlie one, |daced in the balance with 
the vivacity, delicacy, playfulness, and easy 
ami iiscinafij^ manners peculiar to die other. 
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It is. pleasing also, to distinguisln in a tetter 
what belongs to this or that sex ; what the 
female pen discovers of masculine eloquence ; 
what, in the letters of a man, partakes of fe* 
minine softnesi;, raad bii^tties the air of the 
graces. 

“ When a wonoan writes to another we#* 
, man or to a. man, to araiile or to a female 
ffieodl slur does out un^ltoe same language ; 
the subjects will be dilTelSht ; the talent will 
assuuu; other fon«a«. yveti age does not ef- 
face, the tmpreseioa oi the sexes. Do we 
perceive this in conversation.^ before men, 
women do not talk as \\ Ith one another : and 
wljiat is epistolary intercouise but conversar* 
tioQ ? 

“ Jo the present correspcmdcnce we may 
trace this diversity of feeling, which, % add-, 
ing to the letters which inadame dc 
wrote to her daughter, those which she re- 
ceit^^iioqa or wrote to her friends, is ren- 
dered more striking. In preeeditig editimis, 
such letters have generally been added as a 
supplement to tire work. In the present we 
have followed another and a bettee orfU|^’by 
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which every letter is arranged agreeably to 
its date. 

“ It is said, that there arc still manv un- 
edited letters of madainc de S^vigni. But 
the pains wc have taken to discover the port- 
folios in which these i|l^urcs may be buried, 
have not been attended ^'ith success ; nor can 
we give the public' the hope, from tlie cer- 
tainty of their cxisfence, of its ever enjoying 
them. ? 

“ Meanwhile there will be found in the 
present collection many letters w-ritten by 
her that will appear new, inasmuch as they 
have never been collected before, but have 
been scattered in books, that are little read, 
or tiiat have become scarce. Such, in par- 
ticular, are those with which we begin our 
collection, and wdiich are the more curious 
from their being of a much earlier date, than 
the letters w ith which every body is acquaint- 
ed. The date of the first is 1647, t>lten ma- 
dame de S^vigne had scarcely entered into the 
twenty-first year of her age : others exhibit her 
to us4n the subsequent years ; and the corre- 
spi^ence thus extends over forty-nine years, 
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instead of twenty-seven only, to which it was 
before confined. One letter we consider as 
particularly valuable, not so much from its 
being scarcely known, as from the time when 
it was written, ^jbich was about a week before 
her death. These pfiyi^tic lines arc probably 
tlic last that were trelOed by her already lan- 
guishing hand. They may be called the notes 
of the swan : for are ^cy poets only that 
sing? and what music qan be sweeter than 
the prose of our Sevign^?” 

The publishers of the present version of 
the letters, have only to add, that though 
the old translation has been made use of, its 
errors, which were numerous, have been c 
rected, as far as it was practicable to correct 
them and render the copy legible to the prin- 
ter; that the omissions, for which it was 
equally remarkable, have been faithfully re- 
stored; and that the collection contains no 
less 308 letters that have never been 
rendcrf.d into £, glish. 
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TBB EAST EDiTOR LETTERS. 
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'riiERE is no subject so much controverted as 
the honours which may be acquired by wome|||.; 
perhaps, because we do not sufficiently agree as to 
the proper excellence, oc true destination ot the sex, 
niid because thinking men form themselves respect* 
ing it into two opposite parties. Some are desirous 
that this ainialile half of the human race should con* 
fine the exercise of its peculiar talents, and even th<; 
exquisitely active mind with which nature has fa* 
vnured it, to the shade of private and domestic life. 
Tliey do net hesitate to bani^h women from almost 
the entire dominion of the arts and sciSKf-'cs; and,) 
as if celebrity weic incompatible with 'illiDrlesty, 
would cruelly send back to the spindle, a^ the 
distaff, all, who take the liberty of handling/1^e* 
ther well or ill, tlie pen or the lyre : a s|)eciM of 
philosophy, which perhaps would not have heeft 

SL 5 > 
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honoured wiflSBF name, if Roussteau, <rf ^Bhitoir 
the most philosophical, and of all philoso^rs the 
most eloquent, had not btsen its oraele. Others, 
however, believing woman to be more than the female 
6f man, or his nurse, or his servant, have thought 
that hei\ mental powers entered as much into the 
community, as her persoiml chsMoa bf ^peculiar ad- 
dress; and that when, tht^iSfibre; inr addition to hei' 
virtues, she brih^ a dowi^Sf^tdelrits and aeqtiire- 
ments to her husband,^b wobld be wrong to com- 
plain, particularly as tBfe is ' a ^ecies ' bf wealth 
which does not pcrislSNiith her; atid^beeomes the 
most certain inhcrItani#Vor hir bhHdreh. All wo- 
men ought (though they^do not) to Bear the names 
of wife and mother ; the wbSlc of society is inter- 
ested in the complete dcvclopemcnt of every being 
that com{K}scs it : and if women have not hitherto 
gwen birth to grand systems, produced an Iliad, 
conceived a Mcrope, or Tartiifte, raised stately edi- 
fice?, or vied with the pencil of a Raj^habl, still it 
cannot be denied tliat the arts owe to them many 
improvements and some masterpieces. Of what 
importance to the question is the abuse that some 
may have made of their genius, or die absurdities 
that others may have fallen into ? These arc weak 
reasons for preventing a whole sex front "Entering 
with the other sex, into a competition thrff, by con- 
stituting charm of society, fulfils the' int(^ntk>n 
of uatiiTe ! ITiis has been the language of the true 
sage, at all periods, from Soemtes to Voltaire. 

It ifjjpleasing to observe, in ihef present instance, 
that madame de S^vign^, by a singulai^-iulvantage, 
must unite the partisans of these contrarv opinions 
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itt feei^vOttr. hePi^’ith impunity^ 

b<)itb wipi»Jthos€^f,who p^cfibe talents of mto^ 
men^ and those who adipfre their minds as much' as 
their persons : before the first, because they cannot 
leproacli her willi ..being an author; that is, with 
having written to be read by the public ; and he- 
eiHisie, if she beipne c^brated, we may, strictly, 
say, that it not h^^fault : before the second, 
because, wliether <vok(ii^1y or unknown to her, she 
has left u|ft.ah^h 9 which ia^i model in its kind; and 
tlius is faer^rkiinph at oiito. mat of her sex, and of 
tlie of the^^iaTtisans. 

Who then eiKO blame accumulating here 

all that appeared calculate^ to set forth the worth of 
a woman, whom every ofMt literary nation envies us? 

The account, besides, that we are about to conse- 
crate to her, will ])e neitlier a panegyric nor a his- 
tory, Her panegyric has already been pronounced 
by numerous persons ; and history belongs to those 
who have influenced great public events, or, at least, 
tl)c progress of the arts and sciences ; in which case, 
biographical details derive, from general utility, an 
interest, wliich makes the pains wc take to satisfy 
the public curiosity acceptable, however minute. 
But this does not belong to our S^vignd. Though 
the chance of birth placed her in the superior ranks 
of society, as she had no desire to govern tliose who 
governed the rest, it would be difficult^ us to make 
any excursion into tlie political events gfSj^er time, 
or even into the secret adventures of courts : and, in 
like manner, though an, original writer, yi(..cannot 
€ee how her studies, her success in tliat respect, or 
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heriailarp, c^M famish anjr dij^ssions ^ ilfC^ 
tie, ^ticisRij oi^gntitioiar.' We may thertfore ap- 
jdy'fb her what ha^i been aaid of 'hatioas: happy are 
^ey who lend little to history ! And, certainly, the 
^ilterility of the subject, ih thb point of view, is no 
dimdvantage to her. 

' In reality, the union bet^veen ^ talents and cha« 
raeter of madame de Sdv^|)|S is so close, that her 
person interests us as mui^lil'^en as her writings. 
We want to know inonrPf her We, and Kf all that 
relates to her, than h^ letters cotiveyj'we sliould 
like to see every partlwlar, which'is' iricattered in 
them, collected into a f^s. What has be^n pub> 
lished does not, in this n^ct, satisfy the desires of 
the reader*; and the art of'writing exacts, that we 
should leave him nothing to'wish. Let us see how 
far we can satisfy him. 

Marie de lIahutin*Chantal was bom on the 5th of 
February, 1 626, of Ccise-Benjgnc dc l^butin, baron 
de Cliantid, of tlic elder branch of the house of Ra- 
hutin, and Marie de Coulanges, of a forensic family 
scarcely less illustrious. She was only a year and a 
half old, when the English made a descent upon 
the island of in aid of Rochelle, and tlie pro- 
testants of France. M. de Chantal opposed them 
at the head of a corps of gentlemen, who voltinteered 
upon the occasion. Tlvc artillery of the enemy’s 

♦ Bay^r wrote in Ivs Letters ; 1 very much wish I coukl know 

iniuething of this kdy ; I would put it into my Dictionary.** Cbauffcpitd 
•ndcavoured to supply it in hiss but, noiwithscandiug the nuinerouB 
quotataom with which it is loaded, his account is as imperfect, as it is 
dry and tudnieicsting* 
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wlucli pifotected. the disemtorkation, poured 
upon die^ French^: 'fbeir chief was killed upon the 
spot, with aloHTst^thc vfi^e of, his company* It has 
even been said,th<^t he by the band of Cromwell. 
Historians have pmiscd the valour of Chantai ; hut 
his exploits gained him more renown than favour. 
What we read <^4^ini in his daughter’s letters % suf* 
ficiently showSj^.tnat^||?was less a courtier than a 
warrior, and that and daustic language 

could ^ descend" to t^ tone which the great. 
French lords began tcr^^i^me before the terrible 
and artful. Ridielieu. 

It appears, that jnadei^iselle de Rahutin lost her 
mother sliortlly after ; for, in the year IGSG, ma* 
ternal grandfatherit^lVfl'^ Coulanges, took the care 
oi her education : he died, however, before the end 
of that year ; and her uncle, Chri.sto])]ic de Cou« 
langcs, abb^ dc Livry, thc*n supplied to her the place 
of a father ; and there is little doubt that this was a 
happy eveftt for b^ since, on her widowhood, we 
see her place hers^f again under the protection of 


this good uncle, and, fifty years after, we in a man<* 
ncr hear her deplore his death, with expressions of 


the most filial regard. 


The name of Chantai recalls a woman celebrated 


In a very different way ; a woman whom the popes 
have* placed upon the altars. The young Rahutin 
was the grand-daughter of a sainWi)4^d a foundress ; 
a species of celebrity from which moiMists do not 
appear to exclude women. But the blessed Chamal 
had no doubt sufficient occiiputioi), as mother of the 


* Ste LeUtn 0^28 And^io. 
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dhuffch, and of some hundreds of Visitandbmf^^ , 
for she completely dispensed witli ^the duties of a 
grandmother: at l^t, we do notiftind that she took 
any care of the orphan, who was the child of her 
adn. Madame de S^vignd only held from her a sort 
of hereditary tie with the sisters of Saintc Marie, 
whom we find her visiting wherever she stops, at 
Paris, at Moulins, at Valcndf|fi<in^ritany, in Pro- 
vence, &c. The reader will Jpjj^ whether we ought 
to regret that she did Tec(#e from tM| grand- 
mother an education, wliich; periin[)s, might have 
rendered her more devou^^t would oot^ 1 believe, 
have rendered her Ictiets^^fbrc pleasing. 

Neither the Infanoy, nor early youth of madame 
dc Sdvignd, arc known. WP^'koow what were her 
principles on the education of young women ; but 
we have no particulars of her own education. If we 
may judge of the manner in whicii women of lier 
rank were brouglit up, by the influence they held in 
affiiirs of state, and in society, \^must suppose that, 
to use the language of the times, nothing was want- 
ing to their goodly nurture. Mademoiselle de Ra- 
butin seldom quitted her relations, who were well- 
infonned persons. Site tells us, that site was the 
associate of her cousin de Coulangcs, whose educa- 
tion was a very excellent one. She tells us also^ that 
she was brought up at court : tliis court was less the 
court of Lewis^XIlI., than of Richelieu, who, tyrant 
as he was, him understanding himseU^ and loved to 
discover ireven in women. I will not say, that die 

. * Thr baroness de Clwntal, in 1610 , began to found the institution 
of the ^^uns of the Visiiaiiuii, under tlu; direeiion of St. Francis do 
Sales. 
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knowledge th^t disphys itself in her letters^ gives 
tlie measure of Iker eduu^ation; for I perceive that 
she ktrew how tki^prove it herself, as it oftcit hap- 
pens with well-oiganis^d minds, ^dgrais inlornis 
us, that it was not till late in life, that madnme de 
la Fayette thought of applying herself to tlve study 
of the Latin tongue ; and apparently her friend did 
not begin it mildfi earlier. What site says of ItaliaO^ 
indicates lltat she»OllHght it to lu^rsclf, assisted by 
MenaglnOr ChapeMin, who were both assiduous ia 
their attentions to her/ dtf uas late, no doubt, be- 
fore she f acquired many |prts of information ; for if 
there ever was a time the cnthiisidsm of learn- 
ing took possession ot women, it ceitainly was not at 
the period of inadamc dtfSdvigne*s cntiancc into the 
world* Be this as it may, it is evident from her 
letters, that her education was ptiiticulaily attended 
to; there pre\ails in all she wiotc an excellence of 
^tyle, that cannot be attained without great exercise 
and culliiution* , 

An exact portrait of her person, would savour of 
romance, and would be out of place ; we may, how- 
ever, represent the young Uabutm to bur imagina* 
tion, as a tiuly handsome woman, with more cha- 
racter of countenance than beauty; with features 
uioie expressive than commanding ; an e.isy figure, 
a stature lathcr tall tliaii ^hoit; a redundancy of 
fine li<;ht liair; excellent health colour; a 
brilliant complexion; eyes, the viva^ilty of which 
gave ad Htional animation to her languige and agi- 
lit\ to Jui rr\»\cineiits; a plca'-ing \oicc ; as much 
knowledge of iqiisic as existed in those days, and of 
dancing, in wlijch excelled foi the times* This 
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tp IB AS a gi^at 
jeerer an4^Q^|B^^^ tba^t the lovely 

BurguQidj^p Jh^Ui^^W^ el^tlged to conceal b^r 
high spirits, befiAre tl^. ^ely Breton, and that it 
depended only on her to have a very pleasant house. 

To say, that the first years of this marriage were 
hap()y, is not to abuse conjecture ; it is only to catch 
the tone of the letters of this collection. The 
fruits of the jcaarri^UKlpfere slow. The first was a 
son, Cl),p|es de 8#|gn£, born in March 1647 1* 
His sister followed hin^; 4 |AfortIy after. It appears 
that madame de S^vi^a^never had a third child, 
and knew pot the grief dw which would httw^ 
affected her more keenly any other. 

Tlie relatianstiip of llie Sdvignds to the fiimous 
coadjutor de Betas, attached them to the Fronde. 
Tlie jparqub, however, does not appear to have 
taken so active a part in it as his uncle, Uenaud, 
chevalier de S^vtgn^. Though tlxc latter died in 
the arms ^ piety, at Port Royal, we sec him in 
1619, during the siege of Paris, ncgocUting with 
the court, in the name of the coadjutor, and, what 
is more, fighting at the head of a regimdnt raised at 
the expense of the prelate, under the name of the 
Regiment de Corinthe; an unlucky adventure, which 

was called,asis well kaowD,t/i4fFirstq/ Carin/Ua?is|. 

• 

* Tile title of this pamphlet is, Relraite iu Due de LtmgumUt^ 
(Retreat of the I)ul.e de ^ngucviHe ) It is a aSIbi.x of the Frundcora, 
through wliich nins'ilic best vein of humour. 

'}** See the fiif^t Li^tter of this collection. 

J Le Courier buif^que de la Guerre de Perris (the hurlesque Cw 
rier of the Parisian tva^), a tort of journal in verse, speaha Ikf^jthis 
treat as having been w^1 managed, and well undentood beforb' % tzof^ 
bup^iiof in number. 
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Madame S4v|^4 was a zealous Frondeur^ and 
diverted herself at ^ expdo^ dj^UiZariii'aii lidirlll^ 
t^hy oAe. I ini^' 'tihis ' Bossy’s *, 

WKi’Ch makes it less douli^l^hecauiie' it 'is' iddfe^iid 
to herself." The spirit of 'pahy eaaly ipriifgs up'in 
an imagination like hen'} ahd the 'l^irlf of family 
willingly drags along with it all those of its order. 
Besides, she hved in great inj^iNywhh the duchess 
de Chktillon f, who at that^ ^np mourning for 
her husband, killed in dght^ fot the^^ronde];. 
She called her sister j % as women omn weep 
fiom imitation, it is not^^ingular that they should 
love and hate in fellom^^ ’ 

But at that time she Granted no pefional motives 
f(W Ul'faumour. If It be'lMte, as is maintained in 
the love theses brought into vogue by the pedantic 
gallantly of cardinal de Richelieu, tliat a beauty had 
rather see the man she loves, dead, than unfaithful, 
M. de S^vignd took every step to place his wife in a 
similar situation wlfh that of madame df Chfttillon. 
^t was about this time, tha^ after many private and 
transient infidelities, he at last sacrificed her more 
'<£^nly to a wd^n too worthy of this rivalshtp by 
)ier charms ; I mean the^ celebrated Ninon de l'£n- 
clos, who,bom for the happiness of all tliat was ami- 
able at that period, seemed destined to be the tor- 
ment of Sdvign^ alone, during almost her whofe life. 


* See Ae eixt^El^ter of this colteetion. , ^ 

•f* See the Letter of the thinl of February 1695. , . • 

X The ba^e of Chtrenton. Tlie great Gind^ Aed tean at the news 
which 4\d not |>re«Mit him finfm jhmo^ gaest cmielty Bipon 
li«»e aownet eomipotedibik thb efeitt»«tlie gdeC^aadMe 
compared to that of AiteiNie^^ ' ' ^ 
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(Nodiipg can beMip cpqjwoi^^tluiQ that tbe si^ 
of an ii^ured d Ew kydqp^: f||bo|i)4 exciting 

her to retaliationT^To this species of seductiop 
repulsed is not so coqunoB. But the wife* who ac- 
cepts a lover merely b^Suse she is neglected by l^er 
husband* shows but too plainly bow much occasion 
she has tor him : «she only offers a revenge* and 
demands assistance: IIk 6rst is not yery flattering ^o 
the lov^ and the £llt is humiliaUng to the mistress. 
Madaore de S^vignd noieeived all this* notw^- 
standing her youth, and through all her resentmejRt 
Understanding* whatever may be said to the cmi» 
trary, is a gieat securi^to virtue*. Bussy* her 
cousin, handsome, bf^n^ replete with talents, and 
the confidant of her husband* became her confidant 
also; and it was he who* proclaiming the injuiy, 
ofiPered the revenge. He was refused with a calm 
firmness, and without the ostentatious noise nf 
prudery. With whatever malignant charm he 
clothes his recital, his epigrams do less harm to 
his cousin, than his boastings do good to himself. 
It is in vain for him to make a of. his double 
breach of confidence, of the indiscretion which 
crowned his stratagem, and of the sequel of tliis ad- 
venture ; his malice savours too strongly of the spite 
of mortified vanity; the part of his cousin is too 
noble, his too indelicate. A wicked proceeding can 
only make a.good story with persons of die same 
character. ^ 

* Whenaabtme^ Singn^. maarvfkec t«tten,M]rs,|j||ptHiasa 
by horfAri, «ii« Mtficirotlr conftn— Ui» >i*winiayigi»i)i> m 
the Amours it Gaults} a woik that contain* pwn scandal dun fiddtifi* 



XX ACCOUNT OP KAOAMI OB siviCNE. S. 

. . ' r ’ 

irigBiE waB ati that time only 
^r4]|is passe^i|||fidatfr ifr certain) 
of thfr ypariffll^.rAYetvt Btontlis 
^euwards experienced' a^iU more painful trial. 

$ije lostUer husband by a sanguinary deatbk*-' He was 
HiUcjd in a duel. The cause of the encounter is not 
known; t^re is no appearance of jealousy* having 
pl^d a sword in the- hapd- oH M. de Sevign^. 
Bussy would not have failed to 'have spoken of it 
ih, disciple ot Ninon had nther the contrar^%iult, of 
iodiffereoce, which is alv^ys afilktiug to u feeling 
woman. But of witat avaii is it to concern ourselves 
respecting the motives of a duel in"these times? 
Frequently the combatants^^||^^easelv«s were at a loss 
to discover it. t 

Whoever has read madame dc S^vignd, will rea- 
dily believe what is related of her extreme grief. 
But, as she says herself, speaking of the abbd de 
Coolange«, “ he extricated me from the abyss in 
which I was plunged at the,ideath of -M. ^ie Se- 
Tignd,” we conchide, that she was soon obliged to 
deprive hor^lf oj[ tlie relief of tears, to fulfil lier new 
dutie% that of attending to the educafion of her 
two young children, and of repairing the frightful 
ruin of their, fortune. The success with which this 
. widmv of twenty-five discharged this dbirirle riuty, 
ftppeais in her letters, by a thousand interesting 
^tails. ■" ‘ : 


MuifamedeS^ 

age, 
eariy part 


*,1 knwrfMt irlwK M. dc Vtmdln coold hfre tiken this idea, 
idbidl vm htt ditprovet. It b much inort*^proMdde tiat ttailame de 
WMidf wat jealotis. S«e Letter 654. ff 



XccouKT ^i^ficnL Xid 

H«Brgodd sense, natoral rectitude, and Unikddlilg 

C iids^ gave ber «4aile for econeny ; and the advice 
f ber wneie to uodeistaud it. Her ibind, 

luewithstandiQgflHKabtt |f sacrificing to die GtaoHi, 
bad BO repugiMtiiee to faastness. Slie wen knew bow 
to sell otillet estates, receive ber rents, direct hot 
workmen, &c. She did not trust to her beali^ 
alone for gaining law-suits. Menage relates, that 
one day, rcconamcndigg an afiair with great ease 
and umplicity to the {nesidrmt de Belliivre, she felt 
heisclt af'laBt a little emlugrassed with the tenasto 
be used, when die saidi At least, sir, 1 know tbs 
air peitectly, hut I forget the words.” 

With regard to education, not only do the merit 
of her son and dauq^t^t as well as their virtue^ 
show the cMciit of her capacity in this respect, but 
it would be easy to extract from Iter letters a series 
of maxims upon the subject ; by which it would bO 
seen, tliat, far from adhering to the fake methods in 
vogue in her days *, she had foretold many of tht^ 
improvements, of whieb we are justly vain in oun. 

1 see few other traces of wliat became of madame 
de h^vign^ during the first three years of her widow* 
hood. But In Ovu winter of 1^54, 1 find her again 
in the most brilliant society of Paris and the couit, 
with all the success of wit and beauty attenrfing her. 
I see bier aa#duously frequenting the circles of ma- 
dame de Montausier. From tire ^reiiod-of her mar* 
riage, tire iatt&c attracted to her hou» all the men 

* In Letter 411 thersgreulwTiBgflMrdlicrdtnghtcr 
■econling to the evetoiL^of ihs tUMI. 
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and.connoisseursy .pr^ at least, all 
to this name; M;hich ina||g^ hotel de Ram> 
hii^let, with the fellies, very 

s^eable and even usehi)s..<u><^Pc are.indeb^ to 
it for having taught men oil the world to ^doiate 
letters, while men of l^^eis learned theifie a know- 
ledge of the world, and that part of good taste which 
neither nature nor even reading bestow. 

it was there, that, among, who aspired to 
please her who pleased every one, the pince dc 
<^ti, brother of the great Cond^, was particularly 
distinguished *, He possessed the Insinuating graces 
of mind, which were wanting in his elder brother ; 
and. he announced a premeditated jdesign to attack 
the heart of madame de^vignd : but the marriage 
of this prince, which took place in the following 
winter, precluded him, no doubt, from pursuing 
his gallant intentions. 

At the same period, a similar enterprise was at- 
tempted, and in a much more serious manner, by a 
personage who was scarcely less formidable, the ce- 
lebrated and unfortunate Fouquet. He Itad hardly' 
bera superintendent of the finances for a year; and 
his gallantries, less notorious and less n^erous than 
they afterwards became, had as yet nothing very 
alarming to a woman of delicacy, jealous of her re- 
putation. We know, too, that he hadithe requisites 
of understanding, credit, and magnificence, that were 
calculated to make him succeed. .He failed, how- 
ever, tp his extreme regret, and at the same .time 

• See Letter 8, of thit eolation. 
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6f ftersevfe^ahce, for it #as ' 

al^Sf^bcft^ hope, itid resiglt^ 

hlifaifelf ’io ^ Ae IH^ai^tp, which olone ^ste' 

601* ^clqvr; Itii^ 

sddom that a i^fUsal euA^ thus, with a iMo spoiled ' 
by alLsoftal%f favours; and w^ have to' lament, that 
the ascendant of virtue has not given ud a sufficient 
account of this'tritimph. 'Wc wish to Know^ the ex- 
pedients to wlitch niadame de Sdvigne had Fecouii^e|^ 
to comfort Ae pride she had dbhcartened. Her 
great art ^t^ms to liavc been her che^fulifess ttffi 
her candour. The little importance she attached 
her severity, led him who suffered from it to treat it 
more lightly. Not aj^eariitg to see his pretensions^ 
she caused him to forget Seff»Iove resCio^Ies 

ciiildren, who, if they are hot observed, fall down 
without crying. 

In the number of her adorers, we remark further, 
a man of letters, a courtier and author, and a third 
who was neither the one nor the other. 

The abM Manage is ffie first of these. And his 
was not mere poedcal gallantry, as might be 1^0^ 
posed from th^ Italian madrigal he cOth|k»:cd^bii 
His reply to her reproaches for not having written 
to her, shows a serious attachment. I did write a 
letter,” said but I thought it too empassioned 
to sendSftijseK^ He paid her a visit in Britany. 
He relates hi^elf, that, during this journey with 
mddamc de Lavavdih, he said tender things to her, 
and took her hanjls to kiss them ; upon whic^ this* 
lady said to him, I see you are rehearsing for 
dame de Sevigni^.” ^^nage could ill brook ma^ne 
de Sevigne’s jests upon this curious p;issjom unt 



^ !l»* l i M | Ii« w wtow> 

Aer carnasc. giwi ijiiiimiiHr tnililBMAtAjflttDfttAiffl 
llikdc to his 

«neur at SMiog hun^ iij||| 

Bossy puUished this 

gram at him. Foc^ to Ibe &ste of tfaa 

times, the good Manage ioved to hke io o ktrmd 
language, as well as to sigh in a foreign one* 

The courtier and author who was his rival, is leas 
known by his writings than by his long intimacy 
witli madame de Maiotenon, whose education he 
had in some degree finished, and whom he wished 
at two very different periods to many: at the time 
of her greatest distress, and that of her higliest for- 
tune ; when she became the widow of an indigent 
and palsied poet, and when a handsome and power- 
ful monarch offered her his hand. This was tlie 
chevalier dc Mt^rd. Mdnage, in dedicating a book 
to him, speaks of their former competition for ma- 
damc dc Sdvigne. I willingly bore her greater 
love for }ou, because I also loved you better than I 
loved myself/’ Some allowance must be made here 
for the style of a dedication. Meanwhile, the mix- 
ture of chivalrous gallantly with the taste for wit, 
had established in society the usage of certain avow- , 
ed attachments, of which tlie only expense were a 
few attentions, and a great many it was a 

eommeice purely of wit, and prefeAble to the Ita- 
lian system of cicisbei, though sbrnewhat similar to 
it. is is all we cao see io the eoBoexioo betweeo 
S^viga^ a«d the f^evi^er de Mdrd. 
1^ Blind was besides more dj^pbsite to hers tfasoi ' 
ai^’that couM be luuiid even the society of the 



tfce plHMe de 
|p0fV6fil!ld tense which Is 
ofM iffenm ee llnieiitoi te litm. But his aN 
tempts have converted 

hfs httigSHlge Ihle heMtasI^ ind the most tasti ^ss 
afieetition* Madame de Sevignd never mentions 
him in her letters, without a sort of rancour against 
his chien de i/fyle (villainous style) ; w^ich renders 
tlie success of the homage he had consecrated to her 
more than doubtful** 

Lastly, the count du Laide passed also for having 
made love to her. But even Bussy, With all his de- 
sire to place his cousin in the list of women of gal- 
lantry, has not a word to say upon this connexion. 
The letters of madame de S^vign^ cKhibit only an 
agreeable and true friend in this pretended lover. 
M . du Lude Was a man of sense, quoted for his witti- 
cisms, and he eagerly sought after the conversation of 
a person who suffered not the smallest spark to escape 
iier notice, l^ie is described to us, and she repre- 
sents herself, as delighting in sallies of wit, ready to 
seize and embellish the first text tliat presented it- 
self, taking fire at the first prime, and returning a 
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thoUIEEittd fthote {of QUtof (At whoeteF^rouiedi 
ginatioQ. She avM eairrM ddiniefaarn 
t|i>n to the extreme. But aj^flldlbi^ftly M^; 

{^referred this extreme (4nd who kiaoe of 
ta 9 te ?) to the contrary defect^ to the Fterilkf of cer* 
taia disdainful or jealous minds^ who suffer ifverf 
sprightly sally to fail to the ground, for wuit 
[Rowing bow to answer it. Such persons had rather 
wither with dullness^ than suffer it to be supposed, 
that it has been possible to please them. They mu* 
nage so well, that all whor might make tkemsehres 
agreeable, renounce the attempt as vain. By this 
QMians the habit of aoimated conversation is lost ; a 
^cies of pleasure in which the French spirit tri- 
umphs, and which has scarcely ever been found with 
any other people, at least, with all its varieties. 

Was madame de Sdvignd, though a stranger to 
tbo of coquetry, unacquakated with the force of 
love ? Does she suffer no portion of the secret his- 
tory of her heart to escape her in tliese Letters, writ- 
ten with so mwcli freedom, and, as she herself ex- 
j^esses it, impetuosity ^ These are tlie questions 
asked by a sentimental reader, whilst the malignant 
inquirer mto the virtues of women wishes to know 
what hers had to encounter, and whether nature 
had not all the honour. These res^relies would 
he more useless than those which havr^usi* ah many 
pains to learned biographers. Let *' pherefore leave 
the reader something to guess, ^is certain that 
slander/it&elf has been able to atta<m no weaknm to 
UMlmne de Sdvignd; which may be considered as a 
phenomenon !n fliose tirtes of the regency 
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rfritwEr^l riWM.Ewei y ditof; i«e» kwe; -vAhU 
l}ie Ulusioos of heart and Aa^fire of the«ei|||fS 
a«ciaed/toliath»lkaat fcadlde raamo far thia pa^ 
aMMM winja; ambitfon, tfca desire of adtor^t^' Bnd>af 
tdcwf tlM load^ and l||Eit of fectwav. led away 
ik» wiattt iMMh and thr waaitest mmdsj whan in*- 
taigue^ «f OEE dia meat noble biad» held to attaclio 
meats still less KHaaastie ; when fine womeorteiilc a 
lover mara few the sake of party^thandbr pleasurej 
in shorty wheh all the aelora n* this foedisb scesaa 
were the telatiaiM^ friends^ and iofimate aeqiiaiah> 
aoce of our yonag a^dow. •> r 

But hewdes the offers o£ gallants^ tnadaaae de 86 
vigiid received aiai^ proposals of marriage, and Jai 
win. She had not been a happy wife} she tsaa* 
rich widow, and a fond omther: cnltivatiog with 
toccesa the public esteem, her understanding, h« 
&iend% and her children, she wished for no other 
happiness. The happiness however, which fell to her 
lot, was not widiout alk^. She suffered in her 
Mendstupt^ and saw attacks made upon her reputar 
tioB. s 

Tlie-imiuasomncnt, exile^. and disgrace in ge* 
neral,. not unmerited, of cardinal' de Beta, were her 
first griet She always saw in him her good genius, 
and an amiabk inan,who appreciated her hotter than 
any othbcsfuBd^a, and upon whose advanctment she 
built tli^ lateY>f om part of her fitmlly, and tjie 
hopes of the other. The.roempirs of the carding 
infinta us, that Ifs Ai^ht from ihe-cbateafi de^.Mant^ 
was 'prioedpaUy fa^aiasred 1^ chevalier. 
v^i& She rccrila to miodiio, J m N 
the painful situatidh in which these events plwd 
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her ifi*the course of the year 16S3) and ti 
ilH enes^. ' 

"In the mean time another fridnd occa^iOfeJf^llfe’ 
etlll greater uneasiness. The vainest mefe 
most arbitiary. The refuel of some servlet, '^hich, 
doubtless, depended n6t on her, suddenly embroiled 
her with her cousin Bussyf. He had often re- 
prbached her with being too much taken vp icith 
virtue, ** Why,” said he, do you give yourself so 
much trouble about a reputation, which a calum- 
Inator may destroy He was himself this dangerous 
ealumniator. In his resentment, he wrote against 
her the article in question, in which he respects tiuth 
merely for the sake of stabbing more deeply; in 
whidh, for want of vices to bring against her, he 
charges her with absurdities; in which he makes 
her character a sort of moral paradox, pretending 
that an unimpeachable conduct concealed an impure 
heart, and that she had at least an inclination for all 
the follies which she did not commit. Though the 
falsity of this poitiait appears in his corttiadictiou*!, 
there is no doubt, thanks to the general malignitj of 
the world, that it made more impiession at that 
time, than in the present day, and that he wantonly 


• Letter 501. 

t* Tlie strvKc dcmniidcd of lus eousin hy Bussyj^as not a loan, as 
We are at first led to believe , for he himself owns thJffeirtB0ther occa- 
aion, she lud penerously asbisted him But the pvt of the j4mours da 
OHfUles m wluch he attacks her, written in 1659,|r>d a lettci of August 
165 7> the seventeenth of this edition, pro\c that/ieu quarrel tooli place 
betwreen thebC two periods It was precisely at this time, too, that M. 
ushowed himself my much dissatisfied with him , whence I in- 
ilhe good office his eousia refused him, belonged to some in- 
r*tl^ purpose of reinstating him in the fiivoor of the supeiln- 

tendent. 




lOtit. 
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pierced a heart 4x}rn for dlf, iQve virtue in al^ihf 
branches, and even the rencm that follows k. Ijoag' 
^id the wound : feeUng hearty retain the im-j 
prasyon of evil as well as of good ; %nd hence th^ 
meaidng of the ingenita^^yingy “ Revenge is th^e 
gratUu^ for injuries.” ubdaBie de S^vigne took<bo 
revenge ; she even pardoned Bussy^ but it was with 
difficulty^ and not perhaps without restriction. Fre^i 
quent recollections of injuries escape her in her Let^ 
ters to him; and they are wanting at leasts in that 
bloom of confidence, which we in siSbic degree inhi^ 
in what she says ,to her other friends ; this is thl^ 
only point in which this part of her correspondence 
has appeared less worthy of her. 

To this affliction succeeded the reverse of fcatune 
which precipitated the unfortunate Fouquet from^ 
the height of his power into a perpetual prison# 
Here she herself paints her anxiety in her Letters^ 
in which slie places herself by the side of La Fon<- 
Uinc, in heart as well as in style. 

What can be added to this ? Her letters, bow* 
ever, speak of nothing but the trial, and the trial 
did not begin till three years after Fouquet was^iWii^ 
rested. The thunderbolt which^^struck him, suii*’ 


prised his friends, like himself, in all the illusions 
his fortune. ^Madame de 8evigfn6 was almost withia 
its reaih.::i 5 ^S^ she had reason to tremble for herself. 


The su|(erint&ndent resembled, in character as we/j 
as t^nts, a Aunister whom we have seen in biir 
daj^; he was\squally brilliant, equrdly prodigal^ 
treating affiaiirs of consequence ligittly, and 
ing no pleasure. The amiable widon^' had-^ijiJBied 
into a correspondence of wit and friendly^H^^ 
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«fth1i|iiB; an innocent and natUR^-cbnfykiice 
tcnntnds one, win Jiiid 0ren iitf liie' best pmof of 
tbaf MHt of eiteeiB, ‘vrMdi n jtt W Mfu l aad^l^ni* 
ariaded wan fties not ebieitain ibr onle sex:-i|iare 
lidin aood^. it «m aoin'ijio«D,that 
^efs fwpen, letteni fooiMt iriitdh atfiatei 
nuuqroroneB of ibe coort. Those of maikaie de 
Sdrlgnd ocmh! do bin no htjoiy. Thef 'were in dte 
hands of Le Tdlier, secretuy of state, srho* declared 
them to be ** the most hononmblb letters in die 
tvorid;” but it b possible, tliat her fmtik gaiety 
have imted certain t^ngs and persons ao- 
cakditig to ifaeir deserts ; and tiiere are times when 
railleries pass for confederacies. A letter of Bussy^ 
sboiwa, that her apprehensions were sufficiently strong 
ibr her to mthdraw for a time to some distance into 
tlie country^. The cabal, which had destroyed Pou* 
quet, wished it to be believed, that he was svippoited 
by a powerful party. In these esses, the first Mow 
is struck upon whatever presents itself first : this is 
the ordinary step ki the xeydutions of courts, as well 
ah in other revohitions ; and we recognise equally in 
jthe exercise of private revenge : two refiections 
that nMBt be placed by the side df the alarm and 


precautions of madame de S^vignd, to explain what 
iqqpeaite extravagant m them. ^ 

* Memeires de JSussy, It ira$ to Lim Le Telller ^fe th^fafOuiBble 
t6stimony. See the Letter dated 8 June, 1668. He apuggerates yhat he 
bed done for hkeoniin, though upon itt terms vl^ier, at the V^me.of 
Toniiset'tfidl. Be adds; You wen not Msllyy pctiou,iiut you^wm 
Sn ;jf meaning either 4he estate of ueor Resiiie^, er per* 

* . Madame de SiiUy« afterwards duch^s de Veriwiul, m the 
(sdaine de Sdngnd. In Letter 437 she ^says that s& spent 
ofiier life inrtfaxi cdHBtry^ ■ * 
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iita»iVis ■'aexi h 4 ^ 8|>on !»fi0a^ with spl^udWt 
^ a «a»wt,r«^di Xiy. tiegan tp 

milder ao WiHiaat. «atert(apHiiea^ of 

al^les^ ja tj^e ya*» l<?65j wUj «<« be 

iitemtiri from 4bie m<piw^ «f m«o» ^r iagooio^ 
comppskion and elegant, magnificence Jiving jrefi- 
dered them worthjr of the historicid pencil wim 
which Voltaire immoitalises every thipg lie topchea. 
IVbidanie do Sdvigndy though, foniieil to ornament 
tlus great theatre by he^ own chamis, iq)peared pt it 
merely to enjoy the soccemtof her daughter, Vrhp^^ 
the first bloom of beauty^ and endowed with aopc^ifr 
understanding and talents, was presented m IfifiS. 
Mademoiselle de S^ign€ took a part in the ballets 
in which the king himself danced before a crowded 
court. In these she assumed the character of a shep> 
herdesB. Benserad^ “ who,” says Voltaire, “ had a 
singular talent for little complimentary pieces, in 
which he always made delicate and pointed alhisiont 
to the chssBcters of the performers, to the personages 
of ancient or fabulous history whom ^ey represet% .. 
ed, or to the passions which animated .jhe cott^?' 
wrote many verses on her upon these occasions, Ih ' 
which he also frequently celi^rated her mother. 

It will nq|t be superfluous, I think, to ob50^,.t!iltt’^ 
it wqi^jltJLbis very period that madame de SHvIgnd ' 
aettd/ahd interested herself ^ithso rfidch foe 
F<wuM. Ijte air and admiration of a Ooun 
Ira praduoe her their .usual eifect, that of 
iiig fisrgetfUnesswf the unfortunate. V. ^ 

^‘At the mtae time, other^ friends ^ : 

tiehced, & like|inAaner, ^rfideihy« 
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t))en resbted the cwrt, the cjergy, the *^ 3 ^ 9 ^ 
ments^ and even the p|^ himself. Wert 
Unes^ condemned by tl^ latter^ to be 
in Jansenius ?^ln imputing them to him» 
fought of quoting the ,^ass^ from the bou J|PH 
taire is astonished at the circumstance^ as if 
would have resolved tbe questiim. But the 'pope’s 
bull was before the eyes of the whole world, and 
tliere was no disagreement on the question, whe*^ 
thcr the bull made Jansenius the author of the 
lines. Piobably Jansenius him&elt would not have 
been believed. Madame de Sevign6 interested her- 
self little in these things, except for the sake of 
persons. But her relations with Port-Royal were 
intimate. It is not so well known, and indeed is 
of little importance in iUell, that she laid the first 
stone of one of the wings of this house, built 
at the e\peiise of lier uncle, the chevalier de 
vigne, who had retired thither. He waa tormented, 
no doubt, by the affaii of the formuhiry. Besides, 
the most illustrious among these illustrious recluses, 
the Arnauld family, were then in exile. It will be 
seen how deeply she was affected at their mis* 
fortunes. 

The establishment of her children, and particu- 
larly the marriage of her daughter, soon became her 


only concern. The latter was scarcely tpepty years 
of age, yet an event, which was to intenupt har hep* 
piness, seemed to arrive too slowly to disinterest- 
ed mother. She had herself, however^ rejected mOi^ 
than one /opportunity. She could see few men wor- 


ich a daughter. She pleasantly desciibea 
stry in raising obstacles fqr the purpose* of 
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was tAi iMiT^age dfrijadetiHlieliilMe ^vigritJbfb'beik 
itt, iHofa^K Ve'ry fef *M. de *Cadcrousse 

'• di MerinviHe, V0r6 ^drf dlstkigulshed Pro- 

rtfitHs, sbiight licr ^Jkidging by thi memoirs 
df the times, thd ill suetl(^ of tlie fifst was a fortu- 
nate eirctrmstai^ce for her. At length, on the 29th 
January 1669, she was married to another Proven- 
cal, the count de Grignan. The sequel of these 
letters sufficiently make known the character of the 
husband, and the liappinqss of the union. 

Madame de Sdvignd began soon afterwards the* 
establishment of her son, by purchasing for him St 
military commission. Tliese were two great sacri- 
fices of fortune to her at once : but she appeared 
little to perceive it, Uiat we should scruple to 
heighten their little merit. 

Madame de Sdvignd had flattered herself that by. 
marl) ing her daughter to a courtier, she should s{)ead 
her life with her. But M. de Grignan, who was. 
lieutenant-general of the government of Piovence, 
received an order soon after his marriage, to repair 
thither ; and in the end, he commanded qlmost al- 
na)s in the absence of the duke de Vendoihe, who 
was the governor. Then began a second widowhood 
for madanie de S^vign^, more painful perhaps than' 
the I mean the absence of her daughter, to 
whiclj^i^ifr owe the letters of the mother. Those in- 
J^rvallf'udrich she considered as her evil times, were ' 
forfUtiate momtiDts for posterity : we enjoy her pi«iwy 
vattens, and assooti wshe is made happy, we \)ecome 
suibrers in our turn ; and find ourselves 
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thatj for OUT pleasure, she was not more fieqiKn!t||ct 
aod for a longer peiiod,|iBieted by this sepan r* 

Prom this era, the iife of madame de ^ 

contained in the letters which ate now presei^:i^^^^ * 
ihe reader. Some joarneys, the loss of 
friends, the campaigm, dangers, liopes, littU 
gnlarities and mauiage of her son, but particularly 
the various fortunes of her daughter, and at lengtli, 
tome changes in lier own health, form the only 
events of her life. As poor in facts, as it was rich 
in sentiments, it would only furnish a dry narration, 
if her pen did not give life to the most trifling oc- 
cnrrences. It is enou£th for me to have thrown a 
little light upon the hitherto unknown preliminary 
scene of this interesting diama ; let the heroirrc in 
fiiture speak for herself. 

There remain, however, some particulars, which 
her letters do not supply, or which they leave us to 
guess at imperfectly, by trivial relations, or short 
hints. 

The marriage of M. de S^vigne in 1684, placed 
this generous mother in a situation of constraint and 
inconvenience by the sacrifices she made. We per- 
ceive, indistinctly, that at that time, whether to me- 
liorate her fortune, or from other motives, her friends 
and even her daughter formed various flairs for licr ; 
there was an idea of procuring her a place at court, 
and she was even advised to marry agi * « , 
she rejected as a folly that had no att w 
her» 

* Letf^rs 703 aod 794* 
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Aioong otittt, advantages she had that of {n«a^« 
tng her exterior charms to,yery late perioil. .'Whea 
' £u8sy applied to her the bmesqae venea which Ben* 



Et toujoun fntdM M'to^^n blondct 
Vous vous maiiitaatt pa^ le monde % 


she was forty^ix years of age, abd more than ftftjfi 
two, when madame dc Scudery wrote to Bussy : I 
met madame de S«5vign^ the other day, ‘whom I thin|C 
handsome still f- Hence this name of Mfere-beautfe 
(mother beauty) given hcl* by Qoulanges. Her eoip^ 
tution was good, and she managed it with great 
ment. For some time, she was thought to have h 
tendency to apoplexy and was sent to the watery 
This alarm did not last In thirty years the oGdjir 
disorder she had known #rs rheumatism* 

She therefore experienced little of the hard^/ 
condition of women, the rapid transition ii'om youth 
to age, of which nature warns them by signs, as pain* 
ful as they are certain, and for which society is ill 
calculated to console them. But it is to those who 
have built their happiness upon the success of 
charms, to women of gallantry or coqueti^, that 
crisis is the most painful. Happy sdl her life, by 
exercise of natural and pure aflFections, madme de 
S^vjgnd thought kess of the ravages of time } and it 


* And eVelr fresh and ever &ir, 

The #*irW *Bi>port8 you high in air. 

-f Collection of |Uc letters of Bussy for the year 1678. Sec 
trait under the n^me of Sojthronie In the DicHannam dts 
hySaumaise. 

I Letter ^13* 
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was not for her tliat her friend lloi^foucault l^«ut 
said, that the hell of is old age.” 

When death terminated her existence at the ' 
of seventy, her illness, the result of her unt^’ 
and the fatigues she had endured for six mo 
her dauglitcr*s account, tocic her by surprise, and waa 
announced by no symptom. It was short. Madame 
dc S^vign^ in her last moments 'jhowed hpr head to 
be as sound, as her heart was irreproachable Se- 
veral letters describe to us the affliction of her 
friends. We cannot read the bitterness of their 
complaints, and the Ipng duiatioii of their legiet, 
without being affected. Madame de Sevign^ v?s 
interred In the collegial church of Grignan. It is 
about thirty years ago, that marshal de M uy, to whom 
this estate then belonged, caused her coffin to be dug 
up and deposited in a cenotaph raised in the centie 
of the same church. It was this tomb, which, it 
has been said, was violated, when the search foi lead, 
and generally the public necessity, served as a pretext 
for many other outrages. 

Without pretending to encroach upon tlie privi- 
leges of the panegyrist, I feel as if every observation, 
that has a tendency to illustrate madame de Sevigne’s 
'CjLtraoidinaiy merit, belonged to my narrative. Pic- 
xnising this, I shall first insist, that she received no 
taint from the manners of her times, nor fiom the 
persons with whom she associated : the itruesf crite- 
rion of a just understanding, and of a firm an<^Meli- 
cate soul. ^ ' 

Durhjg the minority of Lewis, thrown 

* S^e tlie leMei of M. de Grignan, her son-w-law* 
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Ihc midst^f the political intrigues of so ioMf^ 

I lous men and women^you cannot trace in her 
n trait of coquetry, or a sparh of ambition. 

matters it, that S|ie was included in the 
Prccietise^, thdt her ruelle was one of 
Ae most celebrated, that she lived among the wits of 
the hotel de Rambouillct, that she perhaps admire^ 
them ? She took care not to imitate them. The ro- 
mances of La Calprcn^de and La Scudeiy delighted 
her, but her style does not partake of this strange 
taste. At every period of her life she wrote with the 
same ease. Better informed thai^thc generality o^ 
the women that composed her circle, she was less 
pedantic than any of them ; and what is remarkable^ 
though at that time every woman of understanding 
attempted some literary ^composition, madame de 
S(!vignd has not left a single page written designedly 
for the public, or for the sake of di^jplaying her ta- ^ 
lent in writing. When she mentions books she 
would write, on ingratitude oTjrmtdship, it is merely 
in jest. She affected nothing, and loved nothing by 
imitation. 

Port-Royal, its doctors and their partisan^t have all 
her good wishes ; hut this predilection never reached 
to enthusiasm. Wliile pitying these poor persecuted 
brethren, she was the first to laugh at their preju- 
dices, their contradictions, their pious frauds, and 
proved*herself little worthy of the foolish honour that 
was paid to her, of enregistering her name in the ca- 
talogue of Jari^nian authors ♦. Besides, what had 
she adopted i#^their opinions ? nothing but the phi- 


• Letter 496. 
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loBt^ical part : and tliis she followed fiom seOtimeDt 
rather than choice Thlrir rigid morals, which were 
true stoicism, subjugate her mind; whereas Uie 
equivocal and wavering * doctrines of their 
series, alarm and ftillgue ft. Free will, and the 
subtle expedients by which the difficulties it givtu 
birth to are eluded, perplex her imagination. Too 
penetrating to avoid doubts, and too sincere to dis*- 
guise them, she prefers resting on the simple and 
convenient system of a Providence, which does every 
thing, which is the cause^ of all we do, the source 
and limit of ever^ thing, furnishes an an««wer to every 
thing, and acts incessantly for a known or for an un«- 
known good. Her very uncertainty, in a matter for 
ever uncertain, shows the rectitude and independ- 
ence of her judgement Strange Jansenism was 
hers I See her playful regret at not being able to 
become a devotee She laughs at all popular su-^ 
perstitions. The processions, shrines, chaplets, and 
even the fest-daya, furnish her with witticisms, and 
entertaining stories. She does not seem to be very 
strongly convinced of the necessity of confession ; 
and the eternity of torments is repugnant to her 
bdief. She wnbes on the altar of her chapel, this 
almost heretical inscription, Soli Deo. She speaks 
so freely, that a Calvinislic author appears inclined 
to place her in the list of his sectf. 

At the epochs when the conversion of Lewis XIV. 
became as it were a signal for all who had connex«^ 
ions with the court ; when the mosVable, as well at 
the most virtuous, adorned tliemselvi# uniformly ia 


* Letter 493 . 


^ Chauffepied's dictiona^. 
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<Mi»!«Kterior dt biisatry; \t« do oot see her 

course, nor yaking less freely than 
Jd^Ml^as site todc no low in her youth, she had 
Hl^dSiBCtor in her old Her cheerfulness was 

same at sixty, as at taneAty'^five. Her life, in 
ailwt, was not of the nature of tliose that require to 
be spent in penitence, bhe had little to regret, and 
nothing to expiate. 

I 1 iis is at leuwst a part 5f what he, wlio so properly 
dignified madamc de S£vign(< with tlie title of an eay 
traordinary woman^ meant to express. In fact, lier 
character was no less original; thajj her mind ; and 
tlic union of these two singularities imd made her O 
most rare composition. 

But it was on this very account that she was in ge« 
i>eral unjustly judged, an^that she experienced more 
censure than we might be apt to suppose. The fintt 
injury done by the censorious, is tliat which makeft 
so many false reputations, the habit of attaching se* 
rioiis consequences to trifling incidents, of judging a 
whole life by a single moment, and placing to the 
score of character, features which eriginate in the 
imaginatioD. A lively person frequently .describes^ 
In what she writes, only her mottientary feeliogii $ 
while character is made up of the habitudes of the 
•oul. 

For instance, the competition between the young 
Racine and the old Corneille kindled one of these 
little wars of opinion, of which the common efifiect 
is, that every outruns his own sentiments. 
dame de Sev^gni writes in the heat of the contest ; 
and the first stroke of her pen is converted iii^ a 
literary heresy: her taste is for ever decried 5 as if 
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aOvUdventurous judgement proved^4'imt of ^jodgev^ 
ment ! 

The species of enthii^sni which .«he displays to^ 
her cousin Bussy, oi| tMjfcpe^logy of the Rabuti^S^I^ 
and the good Mayeuli^pstfeBcestors, who were great ' 
lords in the twelfth century, is also severely criticiaiitl' 
But read what she writes to her daughter upon the 
same subject * ; you will there 6nd nothing but good 
sense, reducing to their just standard the advantages 
of high birth. At that time few persons reasoned 
well upon this point. But a proud relation and a 
vain author, first cosgecrates to her a principal ar- 
ticle in his book,^nd then dedicates the book itself 
to her : and for this compliment was it not necessary 
to return a compliment ? 1 could vindicate as easily 
her frequent exclamations respecting the nobleness 
of the name of Grignan, and the royal chateau of 
that family, and the ancinet grandeur of the Adh^» 
mars. These passages were intended for her-son-in- 
law, whose weakoess she flattered from the purest 
motives. All this did not prevent her from writing 
to her daughter with as much precision as truth ; 

“ How little honour is there in being vain !” and 
these were her f«el sentiments ! 

So, when the praise of Lewis XIV. comes to her 
pen at every opportunity, and sometimes for actions 
not the most laudable, is it not evident that the 
phrases she adopts are often nothing more tli^n elo* 
quept precautions, a passport, as it were, for letters, 
the^als ot whi4k were little respecti^? ^ '' 

The reproach that is cast on her for a fooKidi in - 
fttuation for the court, is not less hasty and ua-> 


• Letter 7 ^ 9 , 
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Shx^goeb to VetniUas $ she is kindif 


perhaps flattered, bed^use seldom thdfe ; 
there is something in the air of this 
^H^H Pilculated to inciltt^ sprightly woman to 
^Bpl^htly sallies of wit, and dh^ gives way to an in- 
clhbation, that is best appreciated where it is best 
understood. She returns, delighted with every one, 


as every oin is delighted with her. On the instant 
she writes to her daughter ; she hastily describes to 
her, her first sensation ; and her pen, always tinctured 
with poetry, heightens still farther what slie has felt. 
The fiigid mind who peruses bar, ^es all she says 
seriously. " Weakness !’* he emaims ; low- 
minded vanity And yet, who has ever judged 
more truly of the wretchedness of a life at couit ? 
Vou will find in her letters a beautiful supplement 
to the chapter of La Bniyere on the subject’*'. What 
can be more forcible than the stroke on inadame de 


Richelieu, that eagle of ladies of honour, who soared 
so high into the air of etiquette ? search after 

truth does not perplex a poor brain half so much, as 
the nothings and compliments with which hers is 
filled.” 


But we have a more serious grievance to recite.i 
, Some jests, not too neatly clothed up, some words, of 
rather a coarse sound, which are scattered in the sef^ 
veral volumes of her letters, have given so much ofi- 
fence to certain connoisseurs, that they doubt almost 
whether madame de Sdvignd would have b^en a fit 
associate for thtim, {jst us endeavour to remove ’ 
tlieir fears. 


* Letten 446 cod 447* 
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. liAiiguages are purified slowly, society WllfCfl 
WM formed in the first twenty years of the reigp 
L^wis XIV. long admitted a familiarity of expres^ 
sion, which it has since, proscribed. In propovd^ 
as originality rema&ed in the characters, cony^ 
satioD^ and particularly playful conversation, 1?e- 
tained an air of freedom^ which did not so carefully 
avoid the word tl>at presented it^lf, as ip done irow. 
The success of a jest dependediess upon the choice 
of terms. When Molitire introduce!^ upon tlie stage 
certain words, now excluded from polite language, 
he did not sac^ce ao the taste of the pit so much as 
it has been supposed : in more than one instance be 
thought of the boxes. Call to mind the success of 
Scanon, read the ingenious Voiture, and then judge 
of what was called delicacy and good taste. ^ How 
many admired sallies, how many sayings even of 
madame de Comuel, so well repeived in the liighest 
circles, would now be deemed unbecoming in tl*e 
moudi of a like her ! The greater part of the 

aongs of Coulanges would lose mudi of their witty 
gaiety. The first petsonages of the times, whether 
in point of rank or elegance, indulged in jests, which 
.would appear to us of a low taste^ 

Among other examples, I shall cite the Word eo(fu 
{cuckold), is it surprising th^t it sluwild be found 
under the friendly and eonfidential pen of madame 
de Sfivignd, when we see it used its a eotnmcin tvord 
in the Memoirs of Candjnal de Rete, destined'^jg^ 
posterity 5 and equally when w|£ixead what pas^ 
even in the king’s circle, on occasion 
'f^iseau (bird) ? She was the Wife of a rich citizen, 
and well know^n by her original repartees. The king, 
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^Jnff'^ihar veiy near iiis circle, bade tltc daCheas 
tQ ask her some question ; and she asked 
what bird was mbst subject to be made a oudc« 
? ^ A duke, madam/* stve npdied f. It must be 
.^wned that this conceit would not succeed so well 
in' our days, in parties %bat command still less re* 
spect and that madame de Sdvignd jests more de* 
licetcly, an3 more 4ecently« 

If there is a iiuh of her pen which cannot be de- 
nied, it is a tincture of slander. And why should it 
be denied ? She herself tells us, that her confessor 
refused Iter absolution on account her hatred for 
a certain bishop. She jocosely applies to herself the 
saying of Montaigne on the court : “ l^et us take our 
rerengc by abusing it,** It is true also, that she 
could not boast, like Fontenelle, at the close of her 
life, that site liad never thrown the slightest ridicule 
upon the least virtue. Several excellent persons, die 
useful d’Hacquevitle, for instance, de la Garde, 
and even her good unde Coulanges, with hh minute 
regularity, are ralli^ by her with too little scruple. 
But what is there in common between Fontenelle 


f Menaguma Vol. 11. Madtme Cornud nid of a husband iiho ac« 
med hia wife of adulteiy, talcea to mate the parliament be- 
Ism man n eackolda thsuk tewltchea ” 

I An aneodMca not Iras aUniign, is ralatedor the nMst brilRmt period 
of theroourt of Lewis XIV. in 16S5. Madame de CoUgny writes it to 
her jlalier. ** M. de Ilo(}uelaure ailjastnitg his wig at a lookin/pglass 
apanment df tbs danphiness, duke At la Feitd made homa at 
ea he stood birj^d him. M. de Ro^ciaunAuvmgperoeived k, 
canar to the chutem<rajrpijdtt^*liiiy nf honour, aSd told licr that M. 
Ac la Fcrtd hadespoaodi himsilf'lB the princess's apartment and befeae 
hex maids. The ducheni^ ip great auger^ v^t tu the of honoyji^ 
to ioow what had passed ; they told her; and them was a lowl hrtigh 
^pdti th^ occasibo.* 
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S^vign^ > It is well known, that he wait all rea* 
son, and she, on the contrary, all instinct. If thts^ 
not praise, it is, at least, an eNtrusc. After all, 
world which is so of slander, gives but too much 
cause for slander. . This is the way in wliii^) 1 could 
justify her upon this article, -at the same time that I 
would avoid supposing, as a refined critic has done, 
that this blind mother only indulged in certain little 
instances of malice to flatter the malignity of her 
daughter. But why absolve her from a part of this 
sin ? I observe the pleasu^'e slie takes iii^it, and 1 can 
sec no appcaramp^. she wished to yield to others 
in any respect. 

If madame de Sdvign^, however, sometimes seizes 
on opportunities to laugh at the expense of her 
neighbour, at least, she never seeks for them and 
with regard to her friends, she denies herself this 
species of merriment. Her ready imagination, and 
her eager pen^ j,never lead her away. Their malice 
never rouses fiers. She never sacrifices one friend 
to another. She silences the |idiculous stories of 
Coulanges against madame dc Marbeuf. She takes 
the part of madame de la Fayette against her son. 
£ven her daughter has not the privilege of shaking 
her good will for any one wbonfi she had found after, 
her own heart. Accordingly, for fifty years, we do 
npt^see her lose, except by death, a single friend ; a 
striking proof of her possessing a heart, as true as it 
was delicate aj|d sensible. .^Her lelt||^ have no caus<^ 
tic.spirit : neither, is it the eh^nictefm the witticims 
th^ are related .her# and of which we shall insert 
here*'- >T 

l^jTbe countess Colonne and the duchess de Ma2a« 
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jplw 

husbands, passed into 
^'Jn&ibncc, and catne to Giignaii, taking with them 
dieinionJd, bat so little clothing, that in the 
^flhiiig niadatne de 6^vigQ6 tlmight she ought to 
make tliein ^ present of a dozen shifts, observing to 
them : You are like the heroines of a romance; 
plenty of jewels, but no linen ” 

She was at chureb, and the creed was chanted : 
‘‘ Oh, how talse^thiit isl” she ciied ; and correcting 
herself, 1 mean the singing, not what is sung/* 
Menage observing to l\eT*qu*il eioit ettrhumS (that 
he had a cold), madame de S^vigod eHj^lied, Je la mis 
anssi (so have I). Tlie honest grammarian began 
to prove to her, that she ought to use the masculine 
pronoun instead of the feminine, and say, je le suis. 

As you please,** resumed she, “ but, for my part, 
if 1 were to express myself so, I should fancy I had 
a beard.’* And in her letters she often violates this 
rule. 

Some one exaggerating to her the good qualities 
and understanding of Pelisson, I can see nothing 
but his ugliness,” saidche; ‘Met his lining, there- 
fore, be taken out forme.** 

Such wag' the person to wliora we are indebted , 
•for this book^ which was composed without being 
thought of either by herself or others, and which- 
only became a book from the good fortune of the 
French language and the French nation. 

A resemblancAiiias been found bet^reen madamo 
de S^vign^ and liibntaigne ; and, indeed an inserip* 
tion which 1 have read In the first pi^ of his Essays^, 
written by a lady, might justly be applied to her r 
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t " All author nho the least knoMTS wbat gokig 
[ to say> and the best what he says/’ 

She has been compared to Ciceio, whose letter? 
are the best tliat antiquity has left \x&y and who» m 
Hke manner, was passionately fond of hii|i^ daughter. 
She might also liave been compared to a Raman 
lady, as much celebrated for the style of her letters, 
as for her (diastity and maternal affiection'^to Cor* 
nelia, the mother of the Gracchi, iiastly, there are 
points of resemblance between La Fontaine and S6^ 
rign6. But these parallels speak her praise better 
dian they reprqiant her : they prove that every one 
likes to trace in her the featuies of his iavourite 
author. 

It may be remarked, to the honour of her contem« 
poraries, that though they had no idea of her bn:om- 
ing an author, they duly appreciated her cpi»tt>Mlry 
taknt. Her letters were read in circles the most re- 
nowned for tas|e. Madame de Coulanges lent them 
to her three sisters, who have signalised the wit of 
the Mofteroars. The abb6 Tdtu paid his court with 
them to the abbess de Font^vrauld. By this circiu. 
lation many were lost. Bussy-Rabutin enriched 
mth them the memoirs be caused to be read to the 
king to regain his favour, and the modesty of ma* 
dame de S^vigne took alarm at the circumstance* 
Mqfdame de Afoisons, distinguished at that time by^ 
her understanding, and to whom, about tlie year 
Bussy hid eommuniottted hin cousin’s Letters, 
ocqiied them. When Bouhemrs pi^lished his 
^l^ienst (convciirsatians), Corfaiadli wrote thus to 
Bussy 2 Wly seek for so wmy passages in BaU 
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^ 

|k and Voiture, when he would have found better 
in your and your^ cousin’s letters, if he wanted 
l^inples of perspicuity, delicacy, and noble simpli- 
city of thought ?” * 

Accordingly, as soon as *1 few of these letters were 
printed, authors and men of the world agreed in re- 
garding them as valuable models. From the date 
of Balzac’s celebrity, every body wished tn writp fine 
letters. When V^oiture Was in fashion, the desire was 
to give them a prettiness. But when those of Sd- 
vignd were read, no attempt was^made to imitate her 
style ; every one wrote a letter as be liquid : and this 
is the wayTnTwhlcH’Ietters ought to be 'written. 
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FKOM MADAME DE siviONE TO THE COUNT DE BUSSt 
X* rabutin. 


Match 15, 1$47* 

Y^OU are a pretty fellow, truly, not tohaie writteil to 
me for these two months. Have you* Mrgotteti i 
am, and the rank 1 hold m the faniliy } !;6kBl|i iBtrice 
you remember this, young man; and^ if you iri^le 
1 shdil reduce you to the ranks. You knew I Was on 
the point of lying in ; and you care no more a{)out mjr 
health, t|;ian^if 1 Weie still a girl. Well, I have to in* 
forth you, and you may stoim at the intelligence as 
much as you plea'ie, that 1 am bi ought to bed of a sffll 
who suck hatred to you with bis'miik, and t^tjl 
intend to have a great niany more, for the sole pi]jrpa$9 
of raising you up^eneiuiea. You haveodot the wit,la|t 
me tell you, to much: you, with your progeny 
of girls ! 

But I cannot, after all, conceal my affeotion ; natum 
uill get.the htttei of policy. 1 had lesolved to scold 

'OL. I. B 


ywtor your lazmess, from the4)eginning to i^he end , 
bu^ I do violence, to my feelings, and must return to the 

g subject, and tell you honestly^ my dear cousin^ that 
Pe.Sevigne and I both love you very much, and 
of the pleasure w^should have in your com* 

pany/ 

LETTEJl *11. ^ 

from TQI^boUNT DE BUSSY TO MADAME DE SEVIG N£. 

Valence, April 12, 1647- 

In answer to 3 j^ur letter bf the fifteenth of March, I 
must tell you, madam,'^that you take a method of re- 
proving me, which has more the tone of a mistress, than 
of a cousin. Take care what you do; for when once I 
am resolved to suffer, I will have the indulgences of a 
lover, as well as the punishments. I am awarOi that 
you are an able general, and that, in virtue of this title, 
I owe you due reverence ; but you abuse my submis- 
aioii. It IS true, that your anger is as prompt in subsid- 
ing, as it is in being put into commotion, and that if 
your letters begin with,yoM dre a pretty fellow, they end 
with, we love you very much, ^c. 

For the rest, my lovely cousin, do not count too much 
on the fertility with which you threaten me; for, know, 
since the law of grace, wives are not held m the estima- 
tVon they formerly were; and, with some modern hus- 
bands, they are even held in no estimation at all. Be 
•jCOBjfcenl then, if you please, with the boy you have 
* brought into the world : it is a very laudable act : I 
have not the wit, 1 own, to do as much ; and 1 envy M. 
S^vifiTfie more than any man in thb world. 
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FROM 1I1E &AMB 10 M MADAM B D£ SfiVIGNL. 

4 

Pans, Novetnl tr 15, 1648. 

I THouGHi, at of writing a separate letter to eaeb 
of you ; but I < oiiMclered, ^t it would be too trouble- 
<«ome to send my compiimenU from one tOjtbe other in 
two letters, ,\nd 1 was appiehensive that a postscript 
might gne olYence , so I rejected these expedients, aqd 
ha^e rcsoitcd to i third, \shich^is, to addre^ you both 
at the SI me time. 

Tiic mo t ceitain intelligence I Ivave to communicate 
IS, toit I have been ve\y dull since I saw you: this is 
surprising enough, loi I have been to see the httle 
biuiiettc, who, you Know, caused a gentle fluttering 
once in my heart in i eality, she ]umped into my eyes, 
as they say, before I had spoken to her : hci conversa- 
tion, however, heals all the Mounda that are made by 
hei beiuty. See her foi a moment, and you cannot 
help loving b< r; see hei iongei, and your love is at an 
end This ^as prtrisc ly the case with me. 

But I forgot to inqwne aftei our dear uncle. I beg you 
will entertaifi bin with dioll stones, if you do not 
make him laugh hoaiuly# n though he should cough 
a little in consequence, \ou will disoblige me very 
much 



LETfER ♦IV, 


FROU THE SAljlE TO RIADAME DE SEVIGNL. 

St. I)ehU f , February 15, l64‘j. • 
Fhave long hesitated about writmg to you, not know- 
ing whether you were bccoine my enemy, or were still 
my very godd cousin, and whether I ought to send you 
a footman or a trumpeter. At last, recollecting 1 had 
heard you blame the churlishness of Horatius, who said 
to his brother-in-law, that* since war was declared! he 
no longer knew him, I thought the state of public af- 
fairs would not prevent you from reading my letters ; 
and, for my own part, I assure you, that, except as far 
as concerns the interest of the king, my master, I am 
your very humble servant. 

Let us now talk a little about the war, my dear cousin : 
this mounting guard is cold work, though we have 
plenty of fire-wood, which costs us nothing, and live 
well at a trifling expense, I am very tired of it notwith- 
standing. If it were not for the hope of rendering you 
some small service at the sacking of Paris, and that you 
would probably fall to my sole lot, I really think 1 
should turn deserter. But this idea alleviates my sor- 
rows. 

I send this lime a footman, in the name of our uncle 
the grand-prior, that he may bring me news of you, and 
lead back my coach -horses. Adieu, my dear cousin. 

•f* This was during the war of the Fronde. Biissy followed the court, 
and 6erv» in the aimy of the prince of Coudd, who laid siege to Paris. 
[Voltaire, Siccle de Louis X IF, chap, 4.) 

' ! He alludes to this line in P. Corneille’s tragedy of the Horatii ; 

Albc voufl a Doraind, je ne vous connois plus. 



• ..^iKbAME DE 'WfriGSfc 9 

• LETTER *V. 

• I ROM THE SAB^ TO THfi SAME. 

£|t. Denis, March 95, lb49* 

I NOW treat you as an enemy! in writing to you by my 
trumpeter. The truth isi h^s going to marshal Lamotte 
with a request that he will send back tbe^oach- horses 
of our uncle, the grand-prior of France, that his ser- 
vants decamped with as they^ were coming to me. I do. 
not ask you to use your interest^in this aflair,. because it 
is as much your business as mine ; but we shall judge 
by the success of your exertions, in what estimation you 
are held by your party ; or^ rather, we shall think well 
or ill of your generals, as they comply with or slight 
your recommendations. 

1 am just arrived, from Brie; no poor dog was ever 
more tired. I have not taken off my clothes for a whole 
week: we are your masters, but it has cost us some 
trouble to be so. If you do not die fatigue, sur- 
render, or we shall very soon be obliged to submit on 
our part. In addition to my other evils, I have that of 
being extremely impatient to see you. If cardinal 
Mazarin had^ such a cousin as you in Paris, I am very 
much deceived if pe«o^ would p6t t>e made upon any 
terms. . 


LETOR 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

St. Denis, March 20 , 1649. 

So much the worse for those who have refused you, my ^ 
lovely cousin ; I know not whether it will turn to their . 
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advantage, but this I know, thdft it will not redound to 
their honour. For my own part, I consider the expres- 
sions of friendship I ‘have received from you in this* 
business, as more than equivalent for the loss of my 
horses. And for your nia^al de Lamotte, if ever he 
has occasion for mj services, he will find me a very un- 
oemrteous kniglit. 

B«t nespectiog ^oace ; what 4^ they think of the 
subject at FkHsj We have a sad ophtion of it here ; 
fir is k not strange that both parties shoiiltk] so earnestly 
desire the events nod yet be unable to effect it ? 

You call me msdhtii^ for having sent you word that 
vre bad taken Brie. Can your Parisians deny the fact ? 
If we had raised the siege, we should have been very 
mudi inconyenieficed ; you^ ^ncfals, however, have 
|bad dl the patience imaginable : we should be to blame 
m complain of them. 

WiU you allow me to sppeak ftcely, my dear cousm? 
"As tiieve is no danger to be feared ftom your party, 
thm is no to be gained ; they do not sudiciont- 

ly dispute thei#grouiRd> and we have no pleasure in 
CMqaering them. Let tihem surrender, or let them 
fight man&My : this is the first war, 1 believe, in which 
fi^rtnoe had no. share. Wh^ we can find you, we are 
smse to beat you, and neitlier the advantage of numbers 
nor of situalicNi can fit % balance the scabs of 

victory. 

' O, my hvely cousin, ho# you will hate me for this! 
not all the fine speeches in the 'world will appease your 
wrath. 



^PPgiADAMS DEi^pyiONE. 


LETTER *VIL 

l^fbOM THfi SAME TO THE SAME. 

Montroudf, July 9 > 1654 . 

I HAVE at length declai^niyself ; hot 1 told you truly, 
my lorely cousin^ without great repugnance ; 

for 1 serve, against tny king, a prince wfid does not love 
me. It is true, that hts situation excites my pity ; and 
1 will serve him, therefore, during his iinprisomneal; 
as well as if he did love me $ but should he be libe^ 
rated, 1 will instantly quit him. 

What say you to these sentiments, madam; are they 
not noble, sublime? let nse know your opiiiioD> 

and write to me often ; the cardinal Ebatl know netbing 
of the matter, and if he stioiaid discover it, and send yei 
a lettre de cachet, what a hoe thing it a ould be for 8 
woman of twenty to have the notoriety of being cemr 
cerned in the important affairs of state ! I own I AoukI 
very much like to make you commit crime of some 
kind or other. When 1 reflect, that we W'ere in 
site parties last year, and continue so still, I cannot he^ 
thinking we are playing at barriers : but you are pcr>« 
manent at Paris, while 1 go from St. Denis to Motttrotd, 
and in the end, 1 isar, shall go from Montroud to 
devil. 

f Busgy joined the pally against the court, after the imprisoiuneat oj 
the great Cundd and hlb brothers ; but he soon abandoned it. It wati at 
that time reported, that CorbincUt adjusted the difference. » 
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LETTER »VI1I. 


FROM THI. SAME TO Tilt hAME> 

Mcmtppiiiery Junp 16, 165 1* 

1 had tidings ot you, madam. Do you remembdr 
ihc Gonversation you had last witli the prince of 

Contij at madame de MontausierC^ He teli\ me he 
said some pretty things to you ; ihat he found you very 
agreeable; and that he shall have a little chat with 
you again this winter. TaLe*care> my charming cousin; 
the i;roma|j^who is not gdided by interest, is sometimes 
and she who can refuse the 
ooiay be mdj^cd tb yield to hie ma- 
gMiy's cousin By the way in which he mentioned you, 
^ see plainly he designs to make me his confidant. To 
this 1 suppose you will ha^e no objection, knowing, as 
you do, how well I have acquitted myself of the chaige 
"Infoilgier adventuies. If, after ail tiiat fortune throws 
in your way, 1 am not more successful than 1 have 
bt^rto been, it will be your fault alone ; but jou will 
take care that it shall be othei wise, and, indeed, you 
ought to serve me in one instance at lca«t. 1 think you 
wHl be somewhat embarrassed between your two rivals. 

Perhaps you will be afraid to aitacti yourself to the 
* service of a prince, and my example may deter you ; 
perhaps the person of the supergsCeiidanl does not please 
you: let me hear something of the latter, and •of the 
progress he has made in youi heait, since my depai- 
ture. How many gratis patents has your libeity cost 
him ? You are an ungrateful little peisonagc ; but you 


s 


•f* M Fouquet endeavoured, unsucce sfullj, to obtain fiom madame 
Sdidgiv^, what he was accustoniid to re<uve iwnn ladies of esalted 
;[, aimott without solintatiuii. 
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will repay him time or otljer : ’yo« are taken up 
with virtue, as if it were a real good ; and you despise 
nValth, as if you eould never be in want of it : we shall 
sceiyou some^liey regrettin§th^lnie you have lost; we 
shall see you repenting thaf you have misemployed your 
youth, at the expisfiise of acquiring^ reputatioti which 
a't^umniator maydestFC^^ and which d^MSidsima^ 
OB yei£r good forUil^ than on yilirr good €6iKtoct.\/ 

‘t. I* > , . „ 

lirrEr^it*' ^ 

FROM THE SAlitti SAME. ‘ 

' ' r '■40*“ 

Heavens, my lovefy wtet a fund of 

possess ! Iiow ^g|i|hai!g:i9gly yo* writ#v how ,ado^bti%| 
you are! It must bo^^iwnedyii^l^tt^th so mu^h«piu»t' 
dence too, you are under an obligation to me for not 
loving you more than 1 do. Faith, I can hardly k^p 
within the limits you have prescribed. .^Sometimes I 
blame your insensibility, some|^|l|^ Ij^^^fj^msojt ; hut 1 
always esteem you. J have reaaqn hotl^.^Sfd^e you, 
and still greater reason to disobey you. v; W;tot4 flatter 
me, my dear cousin, and* yet • forhiAi^ to exp^ 
extent of, jny s^cUon ! Well,,I fo0o^^ J i^aust Iqvo 
you in yogg; ^wj way ; ^|it ypu will Bj^4ay bavp to , 
answer hi^ro God ^for tlte^^ 9 ||pstraint I.put up|t^ my< 
feelings, and t|ie ev^ J|pt ^ll ' 
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LLTriill «x. . 


FISOM THE SAUlft’ TO THE 

Cncam^iinent at Vei;^ August 17, 1G54. 
YoU'Ofte»teU me, that you d^ould regjiet me if I irere 
dead ; and thero' hi soioatfaiifig so dfUghtful in the idiaa 
of being regretted by you, that I would willingly die, 
if a few trifling considerations .d id Jiot operate in a dif- 
ferent way, and make me wdsh to live. As I have never 
caught you in an ttutrath, 1 oaonot help believing you 
in tills instaiice, it is probable, that a person, whose 
eye glistens with tears at tbe^i^p^ mention of the loss 
of her friend, .would tveep jrienteously were she to 
lose )d«i in reaht^^ I believe, therefeiei ray charming 
noosin, that yoatbr^ nso; and^ I am as well pleased 
with your friendship, as you are with isitie: not that I 
agree with you, that your letter, frank and kind us it is, 
would disgrace all the billets-doux that ever were 
wntten; they dilpe things totally distinct from one ano- 
ther. You OHgfet to be satisfied that your friends ap- 
prove your style, without wishing to decry the^ sweeter 
productions, that have never injured you. You are un- 
gmtelal, iiaadajjE% ^twabusing them, a^er the respect they 
have Aiown y^nt: Fbr my part, I own myself an advo- 
cate for biltets-doux, bid not to the pmejudioo of your 
letters : ajSrl s^d they lio 4^stincl dxinp, they 

have their difl|Kjetit b^htU^ ; your letters have their 
charms, and billets-doux havfe theirs ; but, to speak can- 
daily, your letters would not be so much esteemed, if 
you would send us sometimes a billet-doux instead of 

Mr. W 

S?/ 

Ifou are strangely inveterate, my cousin, against 
liuets. 1 do not know whether you w'il! be bo W'hen. 
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you are fifty ; bui at all events I shall exercise mysell^ 
now and then« as an enamoured swain to some beauty 
or other« that 1 may act the pari with you, if you should 
li^pen to change your mind ; till then, 1 shall only en« 
tertain for }' 0 u the purest friendship in the world, since 
you will ha\‘e^nothing more. 

1 am glad you are satined with the supermtendant ; 
it is a proof that he is returning to reason, and does net 
take things to heart so much as he used to .do. Wbeft 
you will not comply with our wishes, we are obliged to 
yield to yours ; we are too Jiiappy in being in the list of 
your friends. Nobody but yourself, in the whole Icings 
dom, could bring a lover to be content with frieRdAi|» } 
theie are few who continue upon good ternts, whentfe^ 
cannot agree to love one another ; and that woman, I 
am persuaded, must have extraordinary merit, who doea 
not convert a disappointed lover into an enemy. 

LETTER *XL 

Fl’OM DE SEVIONt TO TUB COUNT DE BUSS?. 

In the country, June 36, 16)5. 

I II \D no doubt that you would take some oppgritunity 
of bidding me adieu, either at my own house or from tha 
camp at Landrccy. As 1 am not a woman of cere* 
niony, I am content with the latter; and have not even 
thought of being angry, that you failed in coming to 
me, before jjou set out. Your reasons jiresented them- 
selves naturally to my mind, even before you informed 
Me of them; and I am too reasonable to think it str^^nge 
that you should sleep at a bagnio the night before yeUi 
dcpartuiet- lam very aoeommodating to'public liberty, 

T Biissy, who waB from home when naa/hme dc S^vigii<^ sent to htai^ 
vTote hf r word that he slept that night at the baths ; dn exprusdes 
wLith Ivs rouAn di^ not f«nl u> interpret Utenlly* 



LETTER^ OF ♦* 

%nd provided these baths be not uii my own roof, I 
Vtn content; my. fastidiousness doe** not extend so f?r 
is to wish them banished froih the city. 

1 have not stirred from this desert, since your dcp ir- 
tnre; and, to speak frankly, I am not much afflicted to 
find you are with the army. I should be an unworthy 
cousin of so brave a cousin, if I were sorry to see you, 
during the present campaign, at the head of the iioest 
i^giment in France, and in so glorious a post as the one 
'you hold. I dare say you would disown any sentiments 
less worthy than these ; I leave weaker and more ten- 
der feelings to the true bagnio gentry. Every one lovo" 
in his own Wa}^ I profess to be heroic as well as you, 
and am proud to boast of these sentiments. Some 
women, perhaps, would think this a little in the old Ro- 
man style> and vfo^itld thank God they were not Homanskf 
that they might still preserve some feelings of humanity. 
Bql on this subject 1 can assure them I am not so inhu- 
tnaii as they suppose ; and, with all my heroism, I w'ish 
your safe return as passionately as they can do. I 
trust,' my dear cousin, you will not doubt the truth of 
this, nor that I fervently pray your life may be spaied. 
This is the adieu you would have received from me in 
person, and which 1 now beg you to accept frctni hence, 
ms I have accepted yours from Landrecy, 


LETTER *X1I. 

ft 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Paris, July 14, 1655. 

Will you always disgrace your relations? Will you 
never be weary of making yotirself the subject of coii- 
W'ersation in every campaign? Do you imagine it can 

S'- 


+ Verse from Corneille's tragedy of the HoratU. 



Madame «£ yiGN£. ' « 

^ *r A 

give us pleasure to hear that M. de Turenne has sent 
word to court, that yqu have done nothing worthy of 
nitice at I-andrecy f ? This is really very mortifying 
to\s, and you may easily compreficnd how deeply I feel 
the affronts you bring u^on your family. Bdt 1 know 
not why I thus amuse myself, for 1 have no leisure to 
carry on the jest. I must tell you, therefore, that I am 
delighted with the success which has attended your 
ploiis* I Wrote you a long letter from the Country, 
which I fear yOu have nOt received. I should be sorry 
it were lost, for you would laugh h^uttiiy at its 
tents. 

1 was yesterday at madamo de Mohtglas's ; she had 
just received a letter from you, us alsohatl madamede 
****, I expected one likewise, butt was disappointed. 
I suppose you were unvidlTing to effect too many won- 
ders at once. I am not sorry, however, and shall some 
day claim a whole cargo for myself. Adieu, my cou- 
sin ; the gazette speaks of you but slightly, which baa 
given offence to many# and to me especially, for no 
one can be so much interested in your affairs as my'^' 
.elf. 



LETTER *XIII. 
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FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Fsris, July 19, 1655. 

'fins 1 % the third time I have written to you since you 
left Paiib; a sufficient proof that I have nothing upou^ 
my mind against you. * I received your farewell lelSkf 
from l.andrecy while I was m the country, and an- 
swered it immediately. 1 see plainly chik my fetter haa 

M 

f M( re jciiUng. Bussy had merited, and obtained the pialscs of 
mine. ^ ^ 
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never reached you> and I am extremely vexed at it ; for, 
besides its being written with becoming affection, it 
was in my opinion a very pretty composition ; and as it 
was designed for you only, I am wroth that another 
should have the pleasure of leading it. 1 havf' since 
written to you by the servant you dispatched hither with 
letters to some of your favourites. 1 did not amuse my- 
self by quarrelling with you for not lemembering me 
at the same time; but wrote you a line or two at full 
speed, which, however incoheient, would infuim you of 
the pleasure 1 received frorn the success of your regi- 
ment at Landrecy. This intelligence came to us in the 
most acceptable manner possible, by some of the court, 
who assured us, that cardinal Mazaiin had spoken \ery 
handsomely of you to the king, w'ho afterwards joined 
with the whole court in extolling your conduct. "You 
may conceive that my joy was not inconsiderable at 
hearing all this : but to return to my story. This was 
the subject of my second letter, and five or bix dayti 
after I received one fiom you, full of complaint against 
me. You see, however, my poor cousin, with how 
little justice you complain; and hence I draw this fine 
moral reflection, that we should never condemn a per- 
son unheard. This is my justification; another pei- 
haps would have expressed the same thing in fewer 
words; you must bear with my imperfections, in con- 
sideration of niy friendship : every one has his pecu- 
liar style ; mine, as you see, is by no means laconic. 

I never remember to have read any thing more en- 
tertaining than your description of your leave-taking w iih 
your mistress. What you say on the subject of love is to 
pretty, and so true, that I am astonished I never had the 
wit to say the same thing, though it has passed in my mind 
jjLthousand times. I have even sometimes fancied that 
meadship does pretty much the same, and, in its way, has 



'^MADAME M E9Vl<;Nk Ul^ 

Its recommencemeiUt also. But though it is civil of you 
to tell me the parlidulars of this affair^ 1 am not inclined 
td return the complkhent, atid make you ar similar confi< 
deli^ce in what passes between the supei intendant and me. 
I should be gi loved to have the power of saying any 
thing in the least resembling it. 1 have ^always in his 
company the same circmnepection, and tlpye same fears; 
and these considerably retard the progress be would 
make in my ^fieotion. 1 think, in the end, lie will be 
weary of renewing a subject in which he is so little 
likely to succeed. 1 have seen^ditm but twice for these 
six vveeks^ on account of a joumey I have taken. This 
is all I can, and indeed alt I have to tell you upon this 
subject. Be as earefui of my secret as I am of yours k 
it is a» much yotfr interest^as teine to be.so. 

of t adventure, t dare say it has 

very iiKfeoh amused you ; ibr my part, I thought it a 
well contiived scheme. A cettain lady is accused of 
busying hei*self in discovering whether it was intended 
as an aifi ont, as she badstieagd the suffering party say it 
was a mete trifle. He new, it is said, begins to feel 
the disgrace, and would rather not have been shaved. 
Adieu, my dear cousin; this is neither a good letter, 
nor an answer worthy ttf yours : wc are not always in 
the same humour. 1 have been indisposecl, for this 
week past, and have in comequence lost all my viva- 
city. Love me ail ways; I d0ftmy ditty, and sincerely 

wish you at^^happy return. 

• 

i Slke alludes to 9aitel. The duke’ of CaAdalc, provoke I at 
onif tiling; li'' had 8atd,<caus$d half iib head to be shaved, and one of lus 
iiiu t icli os. As BaiUsf'vtas seerrur) to the king's cabinet, it might ap- 
pear a dll I Mg act, but it s'lvourcd of the licence that prevaded durifi^g 
th^ (ml \i us of the Aagency. • 



10 


L 



LETTER ‘►XIV. 

FROM THE COUNT DE BUSSY TO M ADAME DE SEVIQNE'; 

Frtnii the Oimp at Angre, Oct. 7, 

I AM very glad> to recfeive assurances from yoii' 

that the sti(>^i‘intendant is disposed to think me in the 
right in the afitiir between us.^ Thl# dops not fail to 
surprise me ^ and it appears to me Teiy extraordinary* 
that he had rather codiplaift pf madame **** th^Sin of moi 

Cardinal Mazarln hai been a Second tid^e to^ the 
army^ to examine the strength of Cbtid4 and St. 6ui- 
]ain> that these plains may be ''in a^^Slate of security^ 
^d that he may do wil^oul^^s till the 8pni^|||^^,His> 
eminence has beliM^ed very handsomely to me/ hsSfting 
given me a thoustlhd erownsf'to finisft tny cadtpiign:' 

Chatting with M. de Turetine, two or three days ago^ 
I chanced to mention your name. He asked me, if I 
saw you sometimes. I toM haSt^tbat I did ; that we 
were of the same family, and w’^ere first cousins. He 
knew you, he said, and had been twenty limes at your 
house without finding you at home. He added, that 
lie esteemed you highly, and tfS^t, as a proof of it, he 
saw no woman - t- 

Now we ar4 upon this subject, madam, I must tell 
you, I do not brfieve liire is' a person in the world' 
more generally beloved than yourself. Yfu are the 
delight of human nature; in former times, altars would 
hav^'liiEjen rai^ to yon ; for you suriSly ,would have 
been created the goddess of some ^attribute or other. 
In these days, we are not so lavish oif incense : we are 
cqntent with saying, that you are the most virtuoua 


'In tlik. place someUiing is wanting in tne text in evci^ edition. 



and lovely woman of your I know many princes 
of the blood, foreign princes, lords, governors mini- 
sters of state, and phiMophers, who wouM even twirl 
the fjistafi for your sake. What more would you have ? 
You can surely go no farther, unless you invade the 
cloisteis, and add even monks to the number of your 
adorers. 


^’LETHER *XV. 

FROM Ta^ SAME^Te^iaV SAMS. 

'H 

Noyon, November 7, t655. 

1 UAIT here the ^oming^x^f the Messtab, that 49, the 
ord^^ the \ym.ter qiifljg|er, ^ith gre^t impatience. 

I am very dull, consideriiigjhe y^ar. No' 

ofie^pe^^adam, I hope j folH fe$l'9^ rf I ought always 
to be dell, wlien I am not in your' tompany*. I rise 
late, 1 go to bed early out, I come m| 1 put 

myself in a passion, 1 inqipis^ain ; I pray to God, 1 sin 
against hiin^ and with ail this, the da}$ aie shoit 
enougli. 

As soon as I have leave of absence, 1 shall go and 
pay my respects at Compeigne ; if 1 am to be stationed 
thib wintei upon the frontiers, I shall be eager to set 
out, and perhaps shall not have lime to bid you adieu ; 
but at all events I will write to you, and whertvejr I go, 

I shall love you with my haait. 

I beg«my regards to all my rivals, however numer* 
ous they may bo. 



If 
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LETTER •XVI. 

niOM MADAME DE siviCNi TO THE COUNT DE BUSST. 

Paris, Novetniber 25 , 1655 . 

You affect great things, M. le Comte : und^ the pi'e* 
tence that you write like a second Cicero, you think 
yourself entitled to ridicule people; the passage you 
remarked, in reality, made me laug-h heartily ; but 1 
am astonished that^y^ found no other equally ludi- 
crous ; for, in the way 1 wrote to you, it is a miracle 
that you comprehended my meaning ; and I see plainly, 
that either you have a greater ehare of wit, or that my 
leUier is better, than 1 imaged. 1 am glad, iifbwe^er, 
you have profited^by my advice. " 

I am told, that you haii% asked leave to stay at the 
frontiers: as you know, my poor count, that mine is a 
blunt and honest sort of love, I arn desirous your re- 
quest may be granted : this is the road, it is said, to 
preferment, and you know how interested I am in your 
welfare ; but I shall be pleased either way. If you re- 
main, true friendship shall find its account; if you 
return, affectionate friendship shall be satisfied. 

Madame de Roqaelaure is returned so handsome, that 
she yesterday completely challenged the Louvre : this 
kindled such jealousy in the beauties that were present, 
that they have resolved, out of spHe, she ahaTI not be 
a party at any of the afier-vuppm, and you khow how 
gay and pleasant they are. Madame de Fiennes would 
have retained her there yesterday, but it was under- 
stood by the queen’s answer, that her presence would 
be dispensed with. 

Adieu, my dear cousin ; believe me to be the most 
faithfid friend you have in the world. 
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LETTER *XVIL 

FROM THE CCrtJNT DE BUSSY TO fllADAME tft s£YlCTi£. 

Encampment at Blecy, August 4, 1657. 
Your letter is very enteftAining, my dear cousin; it 
has delighted me exceedingly. WhJH a happiness it is 
to have a* friend who pj^ssesses so much gaod sense! 
Nothing can be more just than what you say. What- ^ 
ever politeness I may owe you, ^.ahirays* as you know, 
speak iny mind freely, ^d* ne^r say what I do not 
mean : you know, top, that t pique myself a little upon 
judgement, since I have even presumed in ofiticise 
Chi^^is, and have scsiMiSiMii jtti% btamed bafth bis 
i^eutins^^. and bis style. 

I miekfse you the' copy ot a iSHei I have written to 
the marchioness of She sent me w^ord, that 

if 1 was an admirer of fine eyes and white teeth, she' 
was e(|ua11y an admirer of a tender, respectful, and. 
timid lover, and that, not finding me of that descrip- 
tion, I might consider myself rejected : she afterwards 
relented ; and when I told her I should quit the chase 
if she discouraged me, axd that she would never catch 
lue again, owless she surprised me under the disguise 
of naadame le marechahe ; she wrote to me not to de- 
impair, and promised to mirreYiAer wto) she an-ived at 
the*4SgnJty,. the desire of wWcb, by her owd account, 
lias aimdst d'evoured her. 

' • '■f' ' , 

I have won eight hundred louis (Tors within these 
four days ; if 1 stop here, it is because I am feared as 
a favourite of fortune, and can no longer find any oner 
who will venture to play with me. 

Would you know the life of a soldier? it is this. 
When the army is on its march, we work like horses; 
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when it halts^ nothing cru exceed our idleness. We 
are always in extremes. For three or . four days, per- 
haps, we do not close our eyes, or else for three or 
four days we never quit our beds; we feast, or we 
starve. I am> See. 


[The Ibllbwing Letters, relating to thctrial*of M. Fouquet, 
were addres^ to the marquis de Fomponne, whawfts after- 
wards minister of foreign 

Th<e trial of Fouquet was not the least curious attd l^ast in- 
teresting event of the reijg^^ of XI V. The plbu of ruin- 

ing him was hid with such odious art, and the conduct of his 
etfemies, many Of whom Were his judges, was so inveterate, that 
it would have been ^napossibie not to have been inte^ted for 
him, even had he be^a^ore cnininal jlhan, he reall^^^Sf\< Ac- 
cused and tried for iinai>dal |>eciilatimis,‘ he w^^nteiuasd 
to banishment for a brimc agaiq^tt the state. His crime wafi 
a, vague plan of resistance and^ilight into a foreign country, 
which he had thrown upon paper five years before, when the 
factions of the Fronde divided France, and when he riiought 
he had reason to complain of the ingratitude of cardinal 
Mazarin. This plan, which he had vriiolly forgotten, wa*. 
found among the papers tltat were ^zed at his house. 

It' i#' well known, that Louis XIV. was led to believe that 
Fouquet was a dangerous man. A guard of fifty musketeeta 
were appointed to conduct him, to the ^citadel of Pigoefol,, 
the king,J|||sviiig changed jhe sontex^e of banishment ipfo 
perpetual imprisonment.. It ,was still apprehended thiH ^bp . 
had formidable friends. Among these were Pells^bn anad 
Lafontaine ; one defended him eloquently, and the other be- 
wailed his misfortunes in a very beautiful and pathetic elegy, 
in which he even went so far, as to ask the king to pardon 
him.] 
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LETTER *XVJ1I. 

PftOM MADAME Db s£.VtCNi TO H. DE POMPONVE. 

To-day, Monday, November the 17 th, 1664, M.Fou- 
quet wa<4 brought a second time before the chancellor. 
He seated (bmself vrithotfl ceremony upon the belleite 
as he had done the hr«tt time The chancellor began 
by bidding him hold up his hand ; he replied, that he 
had already assigned the reasonsi which prevented him 
from taking the oath. Thd chanctllor then made a 
long speech to prove the legal authority of the court, 
that It had been established by the king, and that the 
warrants.had been confittmd by the parliament. 

Fouquet replied, that things weie often done 
under the name of legal authoiity, which were found 
upon reflection to be unjust. 

The chaiicelKr interrupted him, What* do you 
mean to say that the king abuses his power M. lou^ 
quet replied, ** It is you, sir, who say it, not 1 : this 
was not my idea, and, in my piesent •situation, 1 cannot 
but wonder at your wishing to implicate me still farther 
with his majesty ; but, sir, you yourself well know 
that we may be mi taken. When vou sign a sehtence, 
you believe it yet the ne\t day you annul that 
sentence: thus you see it is possible to ch|nge our 
opinion/' 

** Bub" said the chancellor, “ though you will not 
acknowledge the power of the couit, you answer and 
put inU rrogatories, and you are now upon the selJettc " 
It IS tree, 1 am he replied, “ but itio not volun- 
tarily ; 1 am brought here against my will , it is a powei 


f Stool on wlnvli a prisoner aits. 
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I must obey, and a mortification which God has in- 
flicted upon me, and which 1 receive from his bands : 
after the services I have renderAl, and the offices I 
haveiiad the honour to bear, I might have been spared 
this humiliation ” 

The chancellor then continueel the examination re- 
specting the pension of the gabe^es, to whicii the re- 
plies of M. Fouquet were exiftmely tiatisfa^ry. The 
examination will proceed, and I shall send you a faith- 
ful account of it ; am anxious to know whether my 
letters come safely to your hatrds. 

Your sister, who is wkhiour ladies at the Faubourg, 
bas signed * ; she is novr i^lth the community, and 
teems perfectly satisfied. 

Your aunt does not appear at all displeased with 
her; 1 did not think it was she who had tkken the 
leap, but some other person. You know, of loourse, of 
our defeat at Gigerif^ and as those who formed the 
plan wish to throw the failure upon those who executed 
it, they intend to bring Gadagne to trial : there are 
some who will be satisfied with nothing less than his 
head ; but the public is persuaded that he could not 
have advised otherwise than he did. M. d’Aleth, who 
excommunicated the subaltern officers of the king, who 
were for compelling the clergy to sign, is very much 
talked of here. This will ruin him with your father, 
while it will bring him into favour with Pere Annat:):. 

Adieu : the desire of gossiping has seized me, but I 
must not yield to it: the narrative style should 
concise. 

• The fornmlan’ : see die first note in the next letter. 

'}■ The first expedition against Algiers* 

^ A Jesuit, confessor of Louis XIY. 



lADAin PS aiviONE. 


as 


LETTER «XIX. 

FROM THE 8\MC TO THE SAME. 

Fnday, November 30, 1004b 

M, Fouquet was examined this moniing respecting the 
gold mark; he answered extremely well; several of 
the judges bowed to him ; the chancellor reproved 
them, and said, that, as he was a Breton, it was not the 
custom. ** It IS because you are Bretons that you bow 
so low to M. Fouqueu^^ 1ft returning on foot fiom 
the arsenal, M. Fouquet asked what the workmen were 
doing : he was told they were making the vase of a 
fountain ; he went to them, and gave his opinion, and 
afterwards returned smiling to Artagan. You won- 
der, no doubt,” said he, at my interfei ing ; but 1 
formerly understood these things well.” — ^The friends of 
M. Fouquet, and I among the rest, are pleased at this 
delightful composure : others call it aifectation : such 
IS the woild. Madame Fouquet, his mother, has given 
the queen a plaster, that has cuied her convulsions, 
which, properly speaking, weie nothing but the va- 
pours. 

Many, believing what they wish, imagine tfiat the 
queen will, on this account, intercede with his majesty 
to pardon the unfoitunatc pnsoncr; but I, who hear a 
great deal of the kindness of this countiy, do not believe 
a wmd of it. The noise the plaster has mad^ is wonder- 
ful ; every body says that madame Fouquet is a saint, 
and has the power of working miracles. 

To-day, the 21st, M. Fouquet has been questioned 
respecting the wax and sugat taxes. At certain ob- 
jections that weie raised, and which appeared to him 
ridiculous, he lost his temper. This was going a little 



too far, and there was a haughtiness in his n&anners that 
*|;ave offence. He will correct himself ; for this mode 
ifX proceeding is by no means advisable ; but patience 
Will sometimes escape ; it seems to me as if I should 
'have done the same. 

I have been at Saihte*Mane, where I saw your aunt, 
twho appeared to be swallowed np in devotion; she 
was at mass, and in quite ^^^ligious ecstasy. Your 
sister, was looking very prjstty ; fine eyes^ and great 
animation.:, the. popr child fainted this, morning: she is 
v^ery; much indisposed : her aairt U uniformly kind to 
her. M. deParis has given h^jr^a sort of defeasance, 
wrbich gained her heart, and Jnduced her td sign the 
viv[icked formulary^. I have hot mentioned the subject 
to either of them : M«de Paris f had forbiddehjtf But 
I must give VM ?Aa idea of prejudiQe: our sisters of 
Sainte-Marie said ,tp' me, ** God be praised, vvho has at 
length touched. the heart of this poor child ! she is now 
in the way of obedience and salvation.^’ From thence 
I went to Port Uoyal, where I found a certain great 
wclusej of your acquaintance, who accosted me with 

Well, this silly goose has signed.; God, in short, has 
nhaiidoned her ; she is lost/^ — 1 thought I should have 
died with laughing, when I reflected on the different 
efltbets of prejudice : in this, you see the world, in its 
true mirror. I think extremes should always be 
' ^voided. . 

, Saturday evening. M. Fouquet entered the cha|||[.ber 
this morning;, and was interrogated upon th^ 

* This relates to the condemnation of tlic five Iropositinns of Jan- 
senius ,: the clergy of France proteitcd against them, and drew tip a for- 
mulary, which the nuns of Port Royal aiid many others refused^to sign; 
this' refusal, in the end, eauted iHeir disj^loti. 

. ' f T^ie then archbishop of Paris was the sage Pdr^xe. 

^ >No doubt the csidirated doctor Arnauld d* Andilly. 
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granU; he was attacked vve^y and defended himsatf 
ably* Between yeu and iue,1lbia is not the worst part 
of the business. Some ^ood ar^l must have informed 
hinii that he had -oanied hinise^too proudly; fof he 
altered his manner t 0 *day« and toe judges altered dieii^ 
by not bowing to hihu^ The examination will noi be 
resumed till VVodnbsday^ Slid IshaU notwrke to yob 
till then. I havdeimtyidPradd, that if yoo continue to 
pity me so rnuch^ for the trouble I take" in waiting to 
you, and desire me to go on, I sld^U ihink bUy 
letters tire you, do Hot like the fatigue oif 

answering them not to write such tox^ 

ones in future^ and I aMbl^i^yod from answering theifib 
though I prize your liters fdghly. After these decla- 
rations, I should think ^ou would not atfempt to inter- 
rupt the ^urse^^* ro^ gaaette% $tl^rteriiig myieif 
that 1 contribute b little tp your pleaS^ 1 add greatly 
to my own. I have so few opportutAti^s of proving my 
friendship and esteem for you, that 1 must not neglect 
such as present theoihelves. Pray make my com- 
pliments to your finnily eod your oeighbouis. 'jtbe 
queen is much better. ^ ^ 

LETTEE »XX. 

FROM TBE SAHt TO IBS SAMS. 

Monday, November W, IStk. 

kn^vr^my own heait, it is 1 who am the party 
obliged, by your recctvijiig so kindly th^ information I 
send you. Do you think 1 have no pleasure in writing 
to you ^ Believe me, I have a great deal, and aiD*^aa 
much gratified in writing, as you can be in readixy* 
svhat I write. The sentitTOnts you entertain upon the 
subject of my letter are very natural ; hope is conmibii 
YOL. I. c 
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to US all, without our kncming why ; but it supports the 
heart. J dined at Sainte^Marie de Sainte-Antoine two 
days ago ; the lady abbess related to me the parti cu- 
kirs of four visits she has received from Puis * * * f, 
within the last three months^ at which I am very much 
astonished. He came to tell her^ that the now blessed 
bishop of Geneva (Francois de Sales) had been so 
extremely kind to him during his illness last summer^ 
that he could not help feeding most strongly the 
obligations he owed him; and he requested her to 
obtain the prayers of the comi^nity for the deceased. 
He gave her, for the accomplishiiieiit of his holy pur- 
p^se, a thousand crowns, and entreated her to show him 
. the bishop’s heart. When he was at the grate, he fell 
upon his knees, and remained full a quarter of an hour, 
bathed in tears, apostrophising this hgart, a&d praying 
’ for a spark of the divine fire which had consumed it. 
The lady abbess also melted into tears^ and gave him 
the relics of the deceased, with which he hurried away. 
During these visits, he appeared so earnest about his 
salvation, so disgusted with the Court, so transported 
with the idea of his conversion, that a person more 
clear-sighted than the abbess would have been deceived. 
She contrived to introduce the subject ot Fouquet ; he 
answered her as a man who was interested in nothing 
but religion ; that he was not sufficiently known ; that 
justice would be done him, agreeably to the will of 
God, if from no other consideration. I never w as more 
surprised than at this conversation. If yo» ask4^hie 
\vhat I think of it, I must answer, that I do not know ; 
that it is perfectly unintelligible to me ; that I cannot 
see the drift of this comedy, nor, if it is not a comedy, 

f Tilts name, appears to be altered, and ought, aa will be seen fiirther 
06, to be Pussort. 
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how the steps he has since taken are to be reconciled 
with Ills tine speeches. 

Time most explain all this^ for it is at pre^nt per* 
fectly enigmatical. Do not mention it, for tllB lady 
abbess desired me not to make the circumstance 
known. 

I have seen M. Fouquet's mother. She told me she 
had sent the plaster to the queen by madamedeCba* 
rost*. The ellert was certainly wonderful: in lees 
than an hour the quee^ felt her head relieved, and so 
great a discharge of bffensiv^ matfer took place^ that 
had it remained it might have suffocated her in the 
next fit. The qileen said alotid> that it was this matter 
which had occasioned the convulsions of the preceding 
night, and that madame de Fouquel, had cured her. 
The quecfi mother thought the same, ^&!ld said so to the' 
king, who did not attend to lien The physicians, who 
had not beert consulted in ttpplying the plaster, with- 
held their sentiments oh the subject, but made their 
court at the expense of truth* The same day these 
poor women threw themselves at the feet of the king, 
who took no notice of them; Kvery body is acquainted 
with the ctrcum^tiirice of the core ; but no one knows 
what will come of it: we must wait the eveift with 
patience. 

M. Fouquet was interrogated again this morning, but 
the chancellor's manner was changed ; it seems as if he 
wete hshdrtied of receiving his' iiftson every day from 
lloucherat^t- He told the reporter to read the article, 
upon which he wished to examine the accused ; and the 
reading lasted so long, that it was half past ten oVlock 

* FouqiiPt's (laughter. 

•f* Rouchrrat, then master of r('que:»t3, and afterwards chancellor, 
had been appointed to pnt the seals on the papers of the superiiitcndjutf. 
Ifi* was on the coininissioii charged with the prosecution. 

c2 
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before it was finished. He then said, I.et Fonquet be 
brought in;'' but corrected himself immediately, by 
saying " M. Fouquet as. howerer, he had not directed 
the prisoner to be sent for, he was still at the bastille, 
messenger was then dispatched for him, and he 
^ arrived at eleven o'clock. He was questioned respect- 
ing the grants, and answered extremely well ; but he 
was a little at a loss as to certain dates, which would 
have injured him considerably, if the examiner had 
been skilful and awake; but, instead of this, the chan- 
cellor was asleep. iThis ^as observed by M. Fouquet, 
who would have laughed heartily, if he had dared. At 
length, the chancellor roused himself, and continued the 
examinSition ; and though M. Fouquet rested too much 
on a prop, that might have failed him, the event proved 
that he knew what he was about; for, in his misfor- 
tune, he has certain little advantages that belong ex- 
clusively to himself. If they go on so slowly every 
day, the trial will last a long time. 

I shall write to you every evening; but 1 shall not 
send my letter till Saturday or Sunday evening: it 
will give you an account of the proceedings of Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday, and I will contrive that you shall 
receive one on Thursday, informing you of the proceed- 
ings of Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday: in this way 
your letters will not be long detained. 1 beg my com- 
pKments to your recluse, and to your better half. I say 
notliing of y 4 )ur dear^eighbeur ; it will soon be my turn 
give you news of her myself. 
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LETTER *XXL 

TO THE SAME. 

Tliursday, Novcin)>er 37 y 

The examination upon the subject of the grants was 
resumed to-day« The chancellor kindly endeavoured 
to drive M. Fouquet to extremities^ and to 
rass him« but he did not succeed. M. Fouquet acquitted 
himself admirably : he did not come into the chamber 
of justice till eleven o'clock^ because the chancellor 
made the reporter read as before ; but in spite of this 
parade. of justice^ he said the worst he could of our poor 
friend. The reporter f always took his part, because 
the chancellor evidently leaned to the pther side of the 
question. At last, he said, ** Here is a charge to which 
the accused will not be able to ansvl^er/’ — “ And her^, 
sir/’ said the reporter, ** is a plaster that will cure the 
weakness/* he made an excellent justification of him, 
and then added: '' In the place in which I stand, sir, I . 
shall always speak the truth, in whatever form it pre* 
sents itself to me/’ 

This allusion to a plaster called forth a smile from 
the audience, as it reminded them of the one that has. . 
lately made so much noise at court. The accused was 
then brought in; he only remained an hour in court; 
and, on his leaving it, M. d’Ormesson was complimented 
by several persons upon his firmness. 

1 must relate to you what I myself did. Some ladies 
proposed to me to accompany them to a house exactly 
c»pposite the arsenal, where w^e could see the return of 


t The reporter was IVI. d'OrmciSun, one of the most respectable mt* 
gisirates of his time. 
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our poor friend. I was masked* ; but my eye caught 
him the moment he was in view. INI. crArtagan was at 
his side^ and fifty mousijuetairts about thirty or forty 
steps behind him. He appeared thoughtful. The mo- 
ment I saw him, niy legs trcniblecl, and my heart beat 
so Yiolently, that 1 could scarcely support myself. In 
S^proactiing us to re-enter his dungeon, M, d^Artagan 
pointed out to him th<it we were there, and he saluted 
us^with the same delightfulsmile you liave so often wit- 
nessed. I do not belicvt" he recognised me ; but, I 
own, I was strangely aflectcd, when I saw him enter 
the little door. If you kiiew the misfortune of having 
n heart like mine, 1 am sure you would pity me ; but 
firom what I know of you, 1 do not think you have 
much the advantage of me in this point. I have been 
to see your deaii^ neighbour. I pity you as much at 
losiiig her, as 1 rejoicO'at her being with us. We have' 
had a good deal of conversation upon tlic subject of 
our poor friend ; she has seen Sappho f, who has con- 
siderably raised her spirits. 1 shall go there to-mor- 
row, to recruit my own ; for 1 often feel the want of 
consolation ; it is not, that 1 do not hear a thousand 
things, that should inspire hope ; but, alas ! my imagi- 
nation is so lively, that every thing, which is uncertain, 
^ destroys me. 

Fiulay, November 2S. 

The court opened early this morning. The chan- 

* It was still the custom for ladies to wear masks when ‘they went 
abroad; a custom wliicli is rOteuied in Corneille’s plays, and wlikh 
bronglit from Italy by the Modicis, with many other enstoms equal ly 
disagreeable. These masks of bU>ck velvet, to which the loups succeed- 
ed, were intonat'd as a preservative to tlu* complexion. 

•p Mademoiselle Sciulery, sUier of the author, known under this 
ipme by an uidortunate fertility of iiua^jnatiun : a woman who li-oi 
wit tliaii her writings dispLiy, though they display a gi'cat deal. 
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ccllor said he had now to speak of the four loans: 
d’Ormesson observed, that it was a very unimportant 
ailair, and one upon which no blame could be attached 
to M. Fou(iuet, as he had declared from the beginning* 
An attempt was ihadsi^to contradict him: he begged^ 
leave to explain the matter according to his own view 
of it, and desired his colleagues to listen to him. The 
court was attentive, and he convinced them that it wias 
a very trifling business. The accused was then cardered 
to be brought in; it was eleven o'clock. Ym will 
remark that he has never beeij[ more than an hour npoh 
the sellette. The chancellor still wished to spetfc^ of 
the loans. M. Fouquet requested he might be allowed 
to state what be had omitted the day before, respecting 
the grants; leave was given him, and he said wonders. 
The chancellor asked bim, Havw you had your 
acquittance for the employment of this sum^" He 
replied that he had, but that it was conjointly with 
other things, which he had marked, and which will 
come in their course. ** But,” said the chancellor, ** at 
the time you received these acquittances, you had not 
incurred the expenses?” — " True,” replied M. Fou- 
quet, " but the sums were set apart for the purpose.”~ 

This is not enough,” said the chancellor.—" Pardon 
me, sir,” said M. Fouquet : " when I gave you ynur^ 
appointments, for instance, I sometimes received th^' 
acquittance a month beforehand, and as the sum was ' 
set apart, it was exactly the same, as if it had been 
pgud.” — That is true,” said/the chancellor; " I was 
imch indebted to you.” — M. fk>uquefc replied, that he 
had no intention to reproach him, and that he was sgt 
that time happy to serve him; but the circumstance 
had occurred to his mind, as an instance in point, and 
he could not help making use of it. 

The court has closed till Monday. They seexwde* 
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termlnod to prolong' the affair as much an possible , 
Puis* * * hRs promised to give the accused as few 
opportunities of speaking as he can. The fact is, thc\ 
are afraid of him. ‘They would therefore interrogate 
him summarily, and even pass etvcr some of the arti' 
cles ; but he is determined they shall not do this, ncr 
will he suffer them to judge his cause without his being 
permitted to justify himself upon every separate head of 
accusation. Puis * * * is in continual apprehension of 
offending Petit f. He excused himself the other day by 
saying that M. Fouquel certainly spoken teo long^ 
but that he had no means of interrupting him. Ch * * * 
is constantly behind the skieen, whenever the examina- 
tions take place : be hears all that is said, and offers to 
go to the judges, and explain the reasons by which he 
IS led to draw suOh opposite conclusions. All this is 
irregular, and shows a great inveteracy against the un- 
fortunate prisoner. I own I have no longer any hope. 
Adieu, sir, till Mondaj. T wish yon could see my 
heart ; you would then be jconvinced of the sincerity of 
a friendship which you profess to prize. 

LETTER *XXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Two days ago, every one believed that it was intended 
to protract M. Fouquet’s affair as much as possible ; but 
uow the reverse of this appears to be the case,«and the 
ijHerrogatioiis are hurried over in a most extraordinary 
manner. This moriiiug, the chancellor took his paper 
and read, as he would an inventory, ten heads of accu- 
sation, without giving the accused time to reply. M. 
Fouquet said, ** 1 do not wish, sir, to prolong the busi- 

t ,Sec note, page 
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nc3s ; but I entreat you to give me time to answer the, 
charges that are brouglit against me : you question me» 
and it appears as if you did not wish me to reply ; but 
it is of consequence to me to speak. There are many 
articles 1 must explain; and it is but justice that 1 
should answer to all those which -are formally alleged 
against me.*’ The court was then obliged to attend^ 
contrary to the wishes of the ill-disposed, wbo coul^ 
not bear to bear him defend himself so ably. He an- 
swered extremely well to every accusation. The, trial 
will nonr go on, but will be conducted so rapidly^ that I 
expect the examination wift close this week. I have 
just been supping at the hotel de Nevers; the mistress 
of the house and I conversed a good deal upon this sub* 
ject. We are uneasy to a degree, which you only can 
comprehend, for I have just received your letter; it. 
surpasses even my own feelings upon the subject. You 
put my modesty to too great a trial, in asking me, upon 
what terms I am with you and your dear recluse. It 
seems to me, that I see him, and hear , him say what 
you tell me: 1 am quite piqued that it was not I who 
metamorphosed Pierrot tp Tart uffe*; it was so natural, 
that if I had half the wit you asoribe to me, it would 
have flowed mechanically from my pen. 

1 must relate to you a little anecdotej^ whicK is per- 
fectly true, and which cannot fail to amuse you. The 
king has lately employed himself in making verses; 
Messieurs de Saint Aigiian and Dangeau put him in the 
way of git He wrote a little madrigal the other dav, 
with which he was not much . 4 >lea 8 ed. One morning 
he said to marshal de Gramitiont, ** M. le marechal'^ 
read this little madrigal, if you please, and tell me if 
you ever saw so silly a one: because it is known* that 

* Tlie chancellor S!eguier*tt natne^iras Picric. 

c 5 
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I have lately been fond of poetry, they bring me all the 
nonsense that is written.” — ^The marshal, having read 
it; said to the kiiig, " Your majesty is an excellent judge 
of every thing : this is certainly, without exception, the 
most silly and ridiculous madrigal 1 ever read.” — The 
king laughed, and coiVtinued, “ Must not the writer be 
a great fool ?” — There is no other name for him,” said 
the marshal. — '' O!” said the king, how delighted 1 am 
that you have spoken your sentiments so freely! I am 
myself the author of it.” — ‘‘ Ah, sire, what treason have 
I uttered I I entreat your majesty to give it in% again. 
I read it hastily.” — No, IVt. le marechal; the first sen- 
timents are always the most natural.” — I’he king was 
very much entertained at this little frolic; but those 
about him thought it the most cruel thing that could 
be done to an oU jcourtier. J^br myself, 1 love to niake 
rejections, and wish the king would reflect in like 
manner on this adventure, that he might see bow far he 
is from knowing the truth. Mb arc upon the point of 
experiencing a still more painful instance of royal de- 
lusion, in the repurchase of our rents, at an expense that 
will send us all to the workhouse : the emotion it oc- 
casions is great, but il|ie hardship is still greater. Do 
you not think this is uiiclertnkirig too much at once? 
The loss of part of my iiiconu- is not the point that 
afiects me the most. ^ 


Tuesday, December 2. 

Our dear unfortunate friend .spoke for two hjuurs thi^ 
morning, but so uncommonly well, that scjvcral persons 
€Ohld not help expressihg their admiration. Among 
others, ]\1. de Renard said, This man, it must be own- 
.ed, is incomparable ; he neveritpoke so well in the par- 
liament; he maintoins his selfi-possession better than he 
has ever done,” ¥be suhject'was the six millions, and 
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his owD exi^enses. Nothing could exceed what lie saiclw^ 
I shall w^rite to you on Thursday and on Friday : thes^’ 
will be the last days of the examination^ and 1 shall go 
on to the end. 

God grant my last letter may contain the information 
I so ardently wish. Adieu, my dear sir : desire oxnt fe^ 
ckise (Arnauld) to pi^y for our poor friend. I heartily 
embrace you both/ and, for modesty^s sake, 1 indite 
your wife. « . 


In continfS(tti<m, 

Tranquillitj^ reigns throughout the family of the un** . 
fortunate Fouquet. It is said, that M. de Nesmond de- 
clared on his death-bed, that his greatest sorrow was 
that he had not excepted to these judges ; that if 
he had lived to the end of would have re- 

paired his fault, and that he prayed to pardon bia 
error. 

M. Fouque^, as I observed before^ spoke to-day two 
complete hours, upon the subject of the six millions : 
lie commanded^ attention, and performed wonders. 
Every one was sheeted in his wa^ii Pussort made ges- 
tures of disbelief and disapprobation, that shocked every 
honest man in court. ^ * 

When M. Fouquet had done, M. Pussort rose impe- 
tuously, and said, Thank God, it can never be said 
that he has j|ot had hislielly-fulipf speaking.’^-^Whaifc^ 
you tP tIiSs sppedtf ? Was it not worthy of a yudge i 
It TS said that the chancellor is very Ihucb alarmed at ; 
the erysipelas that .c occasioned t^deJtli of M. dev 
Nesmond, fearing therf)||may be a repetition of th^ 
judgement in store himself. If the apprehension 
could inspire him with the sentimenta of a man about 
to appear before God, it would^ be something • but it 
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will be said of him, I fear, as of Argante, c 7nori come 
mm *: he died as he lived. 


Wodiieisday, December 3 . 

I have received your letter; it has proved to me that 
1 have not obliged a person who is ungrateful ; nothing 
can be more kind, nothing more gratifying. 1 must be 
wholly e!ceinpt from vanity to be insensible to such 
praises. I assure you, I am delighted at the good opi- 
nioA you entertain of my heart, and I further assure 
yon, without meaning coipgliment for compliment, that 
my esteem for you infinitely surpasses the power of or- 
dinary language to express, and that 1 experience real 
pleasure and consolation in being able to inform you of 
events, in which we are both so much interested. I am 
very glad your dear recluse takes his part in them : 1 
supposed you wo|ild make them known also to your in- 
comparable neig^our. You gratify me extremely in 
telling me, that 1 have made some, progress in her heart; 
there is no one in who^e affections 1 would more gladly 
establish myself, and when I would indulge in a little 
gaiety, 1 think of her, and her enchanted palace. But 
1 return to business, from which F have been insensibly 
led, to tell you of the sentiments I entertain for yourself 
and 3 'our amiable friend. 

M. Fouquet was upon the scllelte again to-day. The 
abbe d’ Efiiat bowed to him, as he passed. In return- 
ing his bow, he said tc^^ him, with the sam#' enchanting 
Rtnile we have so ^ften observed^ Sir, 1 am j^ur very 
liumble servant.'^’ The abbe was so much aiiectecl, 
that he could hot'ij^k. 

As soon as M. Fouquet in the chamber, the 


a Grrusalemmd Libmta, canto 19 ; the verse runs : 
Mortw ArgantS/ e tal morin qual visse. 
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chancellor desired him to be seated. He replied, " Sir, 
you took advantage yesterday of my placing myself 
upon the sellette : you infer from niy doing so, that I 
acknowledge the authority of the court; as that is the 
case, I beg leave to stand." The chancellor than told . 
him he might withdraw. M. Fouquet replied, I do 
not mean by this, to advance any new objection: lonly 
t^h, to make my protestation, as usual, and, the charge 
being cited against me, to be permitted to reply.** 

This was agreed to; he then seated himself, and the 
examination respecting the pension of the gabelles was 
resumed, to which he replied admirably. If this mode 
continue, the interrogations will he favourable to him» 
The spirit and firmness he displays are the subject of 
general conversation at Paris. .He has asked one thing 
of a friend, which makes me tremble : he has entreated 
him to let him know his sentence, whether favourable 
or otherwise, in some private way by signal, the instant 
it is pronounced, that he may have time to reconcile 
himself to his fate before it be announced to him oifi- 
cially ; adding, that if he has half an hour to prepare 
himself, he shall hear without emotion the worst that 
can be told him. This has made me weep, and 1 am 
certain it will affect you also very painfully. 

There were few persons at the. examinatien, on ac- 
count of the queen's illness ; she was supposed to be 
^ dying, but is now somewhat better. Yesterday evening 
she received the viaticum, h was the most afiecting. ^ 
mid s(^emii spectacle that can be imagined, to see die 
king and the whole court going for the holy saci^* 
ment, and conducting it to the palace. It was received^ 
with a profusion of lights. The queen made an e&brt 
to rise, and took it with a devotion that reduced every 
one to tears. It was not without diiBculty that she I 
been brought to consent^ the king was the only one.. 
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who could make her listen to reason : to every other 
person she said, that she was very w’illing to receive the 
communion, but not the viaticum : it was full two hours 
before she could be prevailed upon. 

The general approbation that is given to M. Fou- 
quet^s answers, is very grating to Petit It is even 
thought he will engage Puis*** to feign illness, in order 
to interrupt the torrent of admiration, and to have ti|^e 
himself to take breath at this, and other instances of 
ill success. 1 am the mo^^t obedient servant of the dear 
recluse, of your lady, and the adorable Amalthee. 

LETTFJi ♦ XXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Tliunday December 4 , 1664 , 

At length the examinations are over. M. Fouijuet 
entered the chamber this morning. The chancellor 
' ordered his pr(yect against the state to be read through- 
out. M. Fouquet spoke first upon the subject. '' T be- 
lieve, sir,*^ said he, “ you can derive nothing from this 
paper, but the effect it has just produced, of overwhelm- 
ing me with confusion/^ — The chancellor replied, You 

■f* Petit is a feigned name, meant eitlier for Le Tellier or Colbert. 
With regard to Puis***, as, fjom the sense of the expressions, he must be 
one of the judges against Fouquet, there is little doubt that Pussoit is 
die" person alluded to; and what is said of him in the preceding Letter^ 
must he so understood. ^ 

It may forther l»c remarked, that the conduct of Colbert and Tel- 
Uer, in this business, was extiemcly well chardcteriseJ by a criticism of 
the great Turenne, who interested himself warmly for Fouquet. 'i'u 
■ome one who blamed the viuleiu’e of Colbert, and praised die modem- 
j,tion of Le Tellier, Turenne replied, “ True, sir; M. Colbert has most 
rdestre that he should be liangcd, and M. le Tellier most fear lest he 
.fthewl<i notbe.*' 



MADAME I^MvIONE. 

have yourself bpard and seen, by it, that your regard^ 
for the state, which you have so much insisted upon ia 
court, was not so considerable, but that you would have 
embroiled it, from one end to the other/’ — " Sir/* re- 
plied M. Fouquet, ‘‘this idea occurred to me only in l^e 
height of the despair in which the cardinal often placed, 
me ; especially wh^ after contributing more thivn any 
man in the world to bis return to France, I foood my-^ 
self repaid by the basest ingratitude. > I had,, a letter 
from himself, and one from tlie queen-motber, in proof 
of what I say ; but they have been taken away with toy 
papers, as have several letters. It is to be lamented,; 
that 1 did not burn this unfortunate paper, which had so^ 
completely escaped from my mind and my memory, 
that 1 have been nearly tw'o years without thinking of 
it, or knowing even that it existed. However this, 
affair may terminate, I disown it with my whole heart, 
and 1 entreat you, sir, to believe, that my regard for the 
person and service of the king, has never been in the ' 
slightest degree diininisbed.” — It is very difficult to 
believe this/* said the chancellor, " when wc see such., 
contrary sentiments expressed at.a different period.** — 
M. Fouquet replied, At no period, sir, even though, 
at the hazard of my life, have 1 ever abaniloned the 
king’s person ; and, at the time in question^ ,you, sir,, 
were at the head of the council of his enemies, and 
your relations, gave free passage to the army against 
him.’* * « - 

The ^haocellor. felt this stroke ; but our poor, friend, 
was irritatech and therefore not quite master of himself; 
The subject of hia^ expenses was afterwards introduced^ 
“ I undertake,*' said he, to prove, tha(||I have not in- 
curred a single expense, wdrich, either by means of 
private income, with which the cardinal was welVac^ 
quaiiUed, or ray appointwents, or my wife's fortune, i 
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was not able to afford ; and if I do not prove this satis- 
factorily, I consent to be treated with the utmost igno- 
niiny.*' — In short, this interrogation lasted two hours; 
ML^Fouquet defended himself ably, but w'itli a degree of 
warmth and petulance; the reading of the project hav- 
ing ruffled him exceedingly. 

When he had left the court, the chancellor said, This 
is the last time we shall interrogate him.’^ M. Poncet 
then went up to the chancellor, and said, " You have 
made no mention, sir, of the proofs there are that he 
had attempted to put his project against the state 
into execution/' — The chadcellor replied, " They are 
not, sir, sufficiently strong ; he would have refuted them 
too easily/'— Upon which Saint Helene and Pussort said. 

Every one is not of that opinion." — ^This is a subject 
to muse upon. The rest to-morrow. 


Friday, Drcember 5. 

This morning the subject of the requests was men- 
tioned, which are of little importance except that there 
are persons, not til disposed, who wish the sentence to 
refer to them. The business on the side of the prose- 
cution is at an end. It is now M. d'Ormesson's turn to 
Speak ; he is to recapitulate the several matters. This 
will occupy the whole of the next week, during w hich 
the time we shall pass can scarcely be called living. 
For myself, you would hardly know me, and I do not 
think 1 can holdout so long. M. d'Ormesson has de- 
sired me not to see him agaiu till the business js oyer ; 
he is in the conclave, and will have intercourse w ith no 
one^ He affects great reserve; he pistons to me, but 
does not answU. 1 had the pleasure, in bidding him 
adieu, to acquaint him with my sentiments. I w'ill in- 
form you of all 1 bear. God grant my last tidings may 
be good : I desire it fervently. I assure you we are 
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\\\ ^eiy much to be pttied« I mean you and h and all 
\ho, liL( our&elvesj are interested in the event. Adteu» 
my deal sir* I am so duU tins evening, and my heart is 
so much oppressed, that I must conclude. 


LUITFR «XXIV. 

ro THE SAME. 

fw 9(la), Dicvinbtr 9. 1 C64 

I ASSURE you the days pass very tediously ; suspense is 
e\ttemely painful , but it is an evil to which the whole 
family of the unfortunate prisoner is habituated 1 have 
seen, and cannot sufTicicutly expiess my admiration of 
them It seems as if they had never known, never 
lead, the events that have taken place in iortnei times; 
what surpiises me most is. that Sappho is just like the 
lest, she. whose understanding and penetration are un- 
limited When 1 reflect upon this ciicuinstance. 1 pei- 
^uade m}sclf, oi, at least, 1 wish to peisuade myself, 
that they know more of the mallei than I do. When 
I reason too with others, on whose judgement I can 
uly, and who aie less prejodiccd. because less inter- 
ested, I find dll our measuits so just, tint it will be 
really a miracle. iF the business does not tteiminate 
according to our wishes. We are sometimes onlj lost 
by a single voice, but that voice is eveiy thing. 1 
remember, however, the recusvtions. lespecting which 
thebe peoi women thought thcmsches so sure, and we 
lost them by five to seventeen . since that tune their 
confidence has my distrust Yet I ha\e a little 
spark of hope in my heart; 1 hardi} know whence it 
comes, nor whither it would lead, nor is it suflicient to 
make me sleep in peace. I talked over this affair 
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yesterday with inadame du PJessis* : 1 can see nobody, 
but those who Wiil converse with me on the subject, 
and who are of the same opinion as myself, She 
hopes, as 1 do, wittout knowing the reason. Why 
do you hope?” — " Because I do:” this is our answer: 
a notable one, it must be confessed, I told her, with 
the greatest sincerity in the world, that if the sentence 
should be in conformity to our wishes, the height of 
my joy would be to dispatch instantly a man on horse- 
back with the pleasing intelligence to you; and that 
the pleasure of picturing the delight f should give you, 
would render my own delict complete. She perfectly 
agreed with me; and our imagination gave us more 
than a quarter of an houPs holiday on the occasion. I 
must correct my last day’s report of the examination 
respecting the project against tlie state. 1 related it to 
you exactly as I heard it; but the same person has 
since tasked his memory, and told it to me over again 
more accurately. Every body has heard it from the 
diiferent judges. After M. Fouquet had said, that the 
only eiiect that could be drawn iVom this project, was 
the confusion the reading it had occasioned him, the 
chancellor observed, You cannot deny that this is a 
crime against the state.'' — ” I conless, sir,” he replied, 
" that it is a foolish and extravagant thing, but not a 
crime against the state, I entreat you, gentlemen,” 
said he, turning towards the judges, to suffer roe to 
explain what constitutes a state crime ; not that 1 
consider you less capable of defining it than giysclf ; 
but I liave iiad more time perhaps than you to examine 

* Madame du PlessU Belliere, the intimate of Fouquet. He 
had commissioned her to take his papers fivm his house at St.Mand^. 
She was not in time tu vsreute it. She was at (ir»t exiled, and after- 
wards recalled. She died in 1705 , aged 100 jears. 
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the qaestion. A crime against the state^ is when a petw 
son, holding an important Gllice, and being in the 
secrets of a prince, suddenly goes over to the side of his 
enemy, engages his whole family in the same interests, 
opens the gates of a city, of which he is the governor, to 
the foe, shuts them against his lawful sovereign, and 
reveals to his enemy the secrets of the slate. This,, 
gentlemen, is what is called a state crime.”— *The chan« 
ceMor did not know which way to look, and the judgea 
could scarcely refrain from laughter. This is the truth 
without any embellishment. You will agree with me, 
that nothing could be inor^ spirited, more delicate in 
iu satire, and at the same time more diverting. 

The whole kingdom knows and admires the 
soner^s reply on this occasion. He afterwards entered 
minutely into his defence, and said what 1 .told you be- 
fore* 1 should iiave been quite unhappy, if you had 
not known this circumstance, and our dear friend would 
ha/e lost much by it. This morning M. d'Ormessoif 
b^gan the recapitulation. He spoke well and clearly. 
On Thursday he will give his opinion ; his colleaguo 
win then speak for two days : it will take several more 
for the rest to give their opinions. Some of the judges 
say, that they shall enlarge a great deal upon the sub- 
ject, so that wc have to languish in expectation tilt 
next week. In this state of suspense w'e can scarcely 
be said to live. 


^ 0 Wednesday^ Dccemtor 10. 

M. d’Ormesson has continued the recapitulation : be 
has ^one wonders, that is, he has spoken with extrapr-^ 
dinary clearness, intelligence, and ability. Pussort 
interrupted him five or six times, with no other intebr 
tion than to embarrass him, and prevent his speakipg 
so well ; he said to him in one instance, where his argu- 
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merit went strongly in favour of M. Fouquctj Sir, we 
shall speak after you, we shall speak after you.*^ 

LVTIER ♦XXV. 


TO THE SAME. 

Tliursilay, December 11, 1664. 

M. b’OBMEssoN has not yet finished. When he came 
to the article of the gold mark, Pussort said, “ This 
speaks strongly against the accused.*' — " It may be so,” 
said M. d'Urmesson, '* bift there are no proofs.” — 
** What!” said Pussort, **have not the two officers been 
examined?” — No,” replied M. d'Ormesson . — ** It 
cannot be,” said Pussort . — ** I can find no such thing 
in the proceedings,” said M. d'Ormesson. — Upon this, 
Pussort rose in a fury, and s.iid, ** Sir, you ought rather 
to say, I find here a very gross omission." — W. d'Or- 
messon made no answer, but if Pussort had addressed 
another word to him, he would have replied, •* 1 am 
here, sir, as a judge, and not as an informer.” You 
may remember what I once said to you at Fresne, that 
M. d'Orraesson w;ould not discover the omission till 
there vras no remedy. The chancellor also interrupted 
M. d'Ormesson several times: he told him it was not 
necessary to speak of the project. This must be from 
mallee ; for many will suppose it a great crime, and 
the chancellor w'ould be glad that the proofs, which 
are truly ridiculous, should be withheld, that ^he idea 
which prerails might not be weakened. As, however, 
it is one of the articles of the indictment, M. d'Ormes- 
son will not omit it. He will finish to-morrow. Sainte- 
Heldrie will speak on Saturday. On Monday the two 
renders will give their opinion, and on Tuesday, the 
wiB committee vi ill assemble early in the morning. 
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and not separate till judgement be passed. I tremble 
when 1 think of this day. The hojics of the family are 
very sanguine. Faucault goes about every where, and 
shows a writing of the king^s, in which he is made to 
say, that he should think it very improper if any of 
the judges leaned towards the prisoner, from the cir- 
cumstance of his papers being taken away : that it was 
he who ordered it to be done * that there is not one 
that can be of use to the prisoner m his defence; that 
they are papers that relate merely to his office ; and 
that he makes this known^ that the judges may not 
draw improper inferences. What say you to this mag- 
nanimous proceeding? Aie you not grieved that a 
prince, who would love justice and truth if he were left 
to himself, should be prevailed upon to act thus ? He 
said the other day at his levee, that Foui^uet was a 
dangerous man: this has been put into his head by 
some one. In short, our enemies no longer keep within 
bounds; they run at full speed; threats, promises, 
every thing is resorted to ; but if God be on uur side, 
tve shall be stronger than they. You will perhaps 
have another letter from me : if we have good news, I 
shall dispatch an express to you, with all possible ex- 
pedition ; but how I shall act, or what will become of 
me, in any other case, I am at'a loss to conjecUire. A 
thousand compliments to our recluse, and to your better 
half. * Pray earnestly to God for our friend. 

• Satunky, December 13 . 

After having fixed and changed, and fixed and 
changed again, it was at length resolved, that M. 
d’Ormesson should gi^e his opinion to-day ; that Sun- 
day might pass over, and Sainte-llel^ne begin anew on 
Monday, which would make a stronger impressioii* 
M. d’Ormesson’s opinion was, that the accused should 
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lye sefiteilced to perpetual banishment, anJ his property 
conftseated to the king. M. d’Ornio-sson has by this 
hieaus esiablisln-il his reputation as a judge. This sen- 
tence is a little severe* , but let us pray that no worse 
counsel may be given ; it is always glorious to be the 
first in an assault. 


LKITER *XXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 

' ^VecUiPStfay, Dpr<*rn!’( r 1 7, J 60 i. 

You languish, my dear friend, after intelligence, and so 
do wc. 1 was sorry I sent you word that judgement 
would be pronounced on Tuesday; for, not hearing 
from me, you must have tlioOgbt it was all over ; but 
our hopes are as strong as ever, 1 informed you, on 
Saturday, in what way M. d’Onnesson had reported the 
cause, and how he had voted; hut 1 did not sufficiently 
express the extraordinary esteem he has acquired by 
his conduct in this business. 1 have heard several of 
this profe.ssion say, that his speech was a master-piece ; 
that he explained himself with groat clearness, and 
tested his opinion upon the most convincing arguments : 
it was eloquence and grace combined. In short, no 
mail had ever a liner opportumity of making himself 
' known, and nh man ever made a better use of it. ’ jf he 
bad wished to open his door to congratulations, his 
house would have been crowded ; hut he was ^oo mo- 
dest for this, and kept out of the way. His colleague, 
^ Sainte-llel^ne, indignant at his success, sf>okc on 


• Sk'vccp as it uas, the king aggravated the piinisurnent still more, 
bouquet's dilapidatiutis were eeifalnb ci'iininKl, hut cardinal Ma7ariu 
gave less, uiul took much more. 'Hie licctnloosucs*: of the limcs, and 
fiwee of example, were an excuse, if an\ oxen^c ronld hr matte. 
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Monday and Tuesday : he resumed the affair weaktjr 
and miserably, reading what he had to say, without 
adding any new circumstance, or giving a different turn 
to it : he voted, but did not assign his reasons, that M. 
Fouqiiet should lose his head for his crime against the > 
state j and to gain votes on his side, he played the Nor- 
rnand. and alleged, that it was probable the king, who 
alone could do it, would remit the sentence and pardon 
him. It was yesterday he performed this brilliatit 
action, at which we were as much grieved, as we had ^ 
before been satisfied with ^le conduct of M. d'Or- 
niesson. 

This morning Pussort spoke for four hours, but with 
so much veliemem:e, fury, rage, and rancour, that sevc* 
ral of the judges were shocked ; and it is thought his 
intemperance will do more good than harm to our poor 
friend. He even redoubled his violence towards the 
end, and said, upon the subject of the crime against the 
state, tiiat the example of a certain Spaniard, who had 
so great a horror for a rebel, that he ordered his house 
to be burned, because Charles of Bourbon had paswlfl 
through it, ought to make us blush at our moderation; 
that wc had much greater reason to hold in abhorrence 
the crime of M. Fouquet; that the halter and the gib- 
bet were the only proper punishments for him^ but 
that, in' consideration of the high offices he had held, 
and the noble families to which he was related, he 
would relax his opinion, and vote with M. de Sainte- 
Ilel^ne, that he be beheaded. 

What say you to this moderation ? 1$ it because he is 
the" uncle of M. de Nesmond, and was excepted against^ 
that he conducts himself so generously ? For my part, I' 
can scarcely contain myself, when 1 think of this scait-^ 
dalous proceeding. 1 do not know whether judgement * 
will be pronounced to-rnorrow, or the business be pru- ^ 
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tracted tu the end of the \\eeL. We ha\e still many 
di(ficultR<i to encounter y but perhaps some one will side 
DVltU M. d’Otnicsson, who^e opinion at present stands 
alone. 

But 1 have to he£r \out attention to tv\o oi three little 
incidents, whieh aie no less extraoi din'll} than tiuc. 
In the first place, then, a comet made Hs appearance, 
about four days ago It was announced, at fiist, by 
some women only, who were laughed at for their pains, 
but it has now been seen by'' every one. M. el’Artagaii 
sat up last night, and saw it %^iy distinctly. M. de 
]^fcur4, a great astronom*^i, says it is of consideiable* 
magnitude. M. du Foin has seen it, with thice oi ioni 
other learned men I have not <%een it myself, but I 
intend sitting up to-night for the puipose: it appeals 
about three o’clock. 1 tell you of this, ignoiaiU whe- 
ther you will be pleased or displeased with the intelli- 
gence. 

Bonier, in the literal sense of the word, is become 
mad ; he has been bled profusely, and in a pci feet 
phrensy. lie ra\es of wheels and gibbets, and has 
even meiitioned [articular trees: he deelaiis he is 
going to be hanged, and makes so dreadful a noi^e, that 
bis keepers arc obliged tu chain him. Ihis is CMelcntly 
a j[udgtnent of Providence, and a veiy just one. A cii- 
minal of the name of Lamothe, who was in piisoii, and 
about to be tried, has deposeii, that Messis de 

and B"*** (they add also Pussort, oi Poiieet but 
of him 1 am not so certain) urged him setei^l times to 
implicate M. Fouquet and Lorme; promising if he 
would do so, that they would obtain his pardon ; but he 
refused, and published the circumstance in court, be* 

f M. de Boiiehemt wes one uf the commisuoncrs tke udicr fi*** 
i«9 no doubt, Bemer, 
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fore his trial took place. He was condeinned to tfe*' 
gaUejqi. The wife and mother of Fouquet hay# 
procured a copy of the deposition^ and will present it 
to-morrow at the chamber.” Perhaps it will not hk re« 
ceivcd> because the judges afie now giyitlg^Mufe opi« 
nions ; but it may be made kaown> and tnnttpMnce a 
strong impression on tbd court. Is not al#%!s ycl|'^ ' 
extraordinary ? t 

1 must tell you also of an heroic act of Masnau. He 
had been dangerously ill whole week pf a blad-^ < 
der complaint ; he took a variety of medicines^ and was 
at last bled at midnight. The next morning, at seven 
o’clock, he insisted on being carried to the chamber of 
justice, where he sufiered the most eixcruciating paiit» 
The chancellor saw him turn pale, and ** This is 
nqt a fit place^ for you, sir ; you had better retire.** — ^ 

“ True, sir,” he replied, •* but I may as well die here.*' 
The chancellor perceiving hiilT ready to faint, and find- 
ing him bent upon remairifiig, said, " Well, sir, rctirjy 

will wait for you.’^tjpon this be wmt out for^ 
quarter of ait hour, during which time He passed^^ ^ 
stones,"of so enormous a siie, tliallf'might be cohi^r- 
ed as a miracle, if men wei*e deserjrjng that God should 
work miracles in thA favour, l^is brp^lhy man then" 
returned into boura^ gay and cheerful, ^fety one asto- 
nished at the adventure. 

This is all 1 know. Every bodv is interested ih this 
weighfy affair. Ifething else ilitsdked of. rea- 

son, infer, calculMe, pity, iMf, wish, hate, admire,* are 
overwhelmed : in'Aort, my dear sir; our present situa- 
tion is a most sin^tar one; but the resignation and, 
firmness of Our dear unfortunate friend is perfectly 
heavenly. He knows every day what passes, amd every 
day volumes might be written in hie praise. I beg you 

VOL. I. ■ D 
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to thank your father f for the gratifying note he kai« 
fvritten me, and the charming works he sent me*. I have 
md them, though my head feels, alas, at if it were split 
into pieces. Tell him I am delighted he loves roe a 
little, deal, I niraii, aiid that I love him still 

iiiore«.|^,^have received your last letter; alas! you 
i^erpay a^ abundantly the trifling services I render 
you, that I remain your debtor. 

LETTER *XXVIL 

f 

TO THE SAME. 

Friday, December 10 , 1664 . 

This is a dsiy. which gives us great hopes ; but I must 
go back in my story. .1 told you that M. Pussort h^d 
on Wednesday voted for the death of our friend ; on 
Thursday, Nogu£s, Gisaucourt, Feriol, and Peraut, voted 
in the same way. Boquesaa^e concluded the day, and, 
ifter speaking well for an lij|^, sided with M. d’Or* 
messon. Tlfip morning our hopes have sailed before 
the wind ; for Mver|j| vote|^that were doubtful have 
been given ; Toison, Masnau, Verdier, La Baume, and 
Catinet, and all In favour of M.^^Ormesson’s opinion. 
It was then ^oncet’s turn to speak thinking that 
those who remained were almoet all disposed to be le- 
nient|, h^^ would not begin, though it was only eleven 
o’clock. It is thought, he wishes consult wi4i some 
one wha| he shall say, ajpd that h4ts not Yriilling to 
bring disgrace upon himself, and^:,,^nsign a man to 
death unnecessarily. Such is our present situation, and 
though so favourable a one, our joy is not complete ; 


t Amaud d'AndUly, die tiaaikuor of JoMpbus. 
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for^ou must kiiow« that'M. N. it go>ietinigGd» thatiai^ 
eiEplik some im just anA atroGifma ptracidRiifi 
quence^ that wilt^limg^ its agaiii into despiiirl 
this, my dear sir,' we should ha?e the aatiefipiSifieli oC ' 
seeing our friend, though unfortunate, #a^ m fut 
as his life is concerned, which is a gpeat thii^ Wo 
^all^ see what will happen to-morrow; We are ttM 
seven to six. Le Feron, Moussy, Brillac, Bittafd, |||'^ 
nard, Voisin, Pontchartrain, and iho chanotUor, hsfo 
not yet voted ; but of thess^ we sfaaii itaoe by £ur dm 
greater number. ^ 


Sitiiurdi^* 

Fall on your knees, sir, and return thanks to God ; 
the life of our poor friend is saved. Thirteen were oi 
M. d*Ormes8on's opinion, atid nine of Sainte-H&ffaie*e» 
1 am almost wild with joy 


Sunday uvemog. 

rwaa;|||i[^y afraid other person would harC^j^e 
pleasure o^^liommunicating to you the ^^ful tidings. 
My courier was not vamdiligisit; he said, Clt^senlt^ 
out, that, he would sleq> no where but at Livri; hs 
assures me, however, he was the Asit that arrieedL. * 
Heavens! how gratifying nsiin the intelligence hare 
been to you ! how mUncet vdbly «reet are tbe momenja 
that r^ve Jdhi^het^OA'tt sudden froik the anguish of 

^ * Naines ofdie commltise who Judlged Foiifset. 7 * 

(FsvimraUe.) / 

D'OnDiw6n. Lc Fcrtia. * Mtnmj. Brillac. Rmi^* , 
JEMnurd. Koqueiam. Lu Toibon. Ia SaunM. VMlaiy 

^Utnaa. GuloeC. Puntchamun. 


(Admse.) 

St. Hdltne. PluMrt. Gisaiicourt. Feriol. Nogudl* 
llcraut. Poncec. The ^haucellor. Pene Segutcr. 

B Q 
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80 p&inful a suspense ! It will be a long time befotc 1 
ftSlAl loee tibejoy I received yesterday; it was, iri^feal- 
rfj^,1!6o gredt, too much almost for nte to bear. The 
poo^ than learned the news by signals, a few moments 
after judgement was pronounced, and I dare say felt it in 
all its extent. This morning the king sent the Cheva- 
lier du Guet to the mother and wife of M. Fouquet, re- 
coflhnendiitg them both to go toMontlu^on in Auvergne, 
the marquis and marchioness of Charost to Ancenis, 
add the yoting Fouquet to Joinville in Champagne. 
The good old lady sent woi‘d to the king, that she was 
seventy-two years of age ; that she besought hi& ma- 
jesty not to deprive her of her only remaining son, the 
support of her life, which apparently was drawing near 
its close. The prisoner docs not yet know his sentence. 
It is said be will be taken to-morrow to Pignerol, for 
the king has changed his banishment into imprisonment. 
Ilis wife, contrary to all rule, is not permitted to see 
him. But let not this proceeding abate the least par- 
ticle of your joy : mine, if possible, is increadad ; for I 
see in this more clearly the greatness of our victory. 
I shall fkithfully relate you^hc sequel of this curious 
history. I have given youi what has passed to-day ; 

* the rest to-morrow. 


Tuesday evenng. 

This morning, at ten o'clock, M. Fdequet was con- 
ducted to the chapel of the Bastille^ Foucault held the 
sentence in his hand. ** You must tell me youi^ name, 
sir," said he, ** that I may know whom 1 address." M. 
Fouquet replied, " You know very well who I am ; and 
as for my name, I will not give it here, as I refused to 
give it at the chamber of justice ; by the same rule also, 
I protest against the sentence you are going to read to 
me." What passed being written down, Foucault put 
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on hat 9 .and read the sentence ; M. Fouquet beafd 
uncovered. Pecqact ^nd La?al^ * were $fterwa|^ 
separated from him, and tbq cries and 
V poornien melted every heart that was not of 
made so strange a noise^ that M. d’ Artagnan waapt^j^^ 
to go and comfort them ; for it seemed to thein^ 
sentence of death had just been read to ^ir ^n^asteir,. 
They w^re ^th lodged in the Bastille^ md 
known what will be done with them. 

M. Fouquet went to the apartment of M. d* Artp- 
gnan : while he,jvas d^re^^he saw M. d^ OrmessOn^who 
came for some papers that weFe j;^bl ha^da of M. d’ 

Artagnan, by J,he window. On perc^ying, h|ni^ 
M. Fouquet saluted him with an open j^nntmince* 
pressive^^ joy and gratitijg^ : to 

that he was his very hwhlosi^api^,! 
returned salutiSipn with *itil 

came with heart to till me what had ps^^d;,> 

, At eleven ^clock a coadj^t y^ras ready, into which 
Fouquet oi(tc^^ with |qar guards. M. Artagnan waa. 
on horseback wijA fifty musketeers; be will escort JBjl'p, 
to Pigneroi, where he will leave him in prisoi^ In. 
care of ^ man of the name of St. Marc, who is a very 
honest fellow ; he will have fifty soldiers to guard his 
prisoner. 1 do not k^ow whether another servant baa 
been allowed our friend ; you form no K|ea boi| 
cruel the circumptance of taking Pecquet and Lavalep* 
from him appears to every onP; some even go so far at 
to draw, dreadful inferences %^m it^ Majf^God preseryo 
him, as he has hitherto done: in him we must put our, 
trust, and leave our friend to the protection of that Pro^ 
vidence which has been so gracioui^ to him- They still 
refuse him his wife, but have permitted the mother 
to remain at Parc, with the abbess her daughter; 

* His physiciao and his servant. 
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UEcvyer will follow his sister-m-law : he has declared 
Aiat be has no other meant of subsistence. Mr and 
MeAuiBe'de Cbarost are going immediately to Ancenis. 

^ nBaiHy, the attoniey>genera1, has been turned ent of ^ 
4Aee# for ha?ing said to Gisaucoort^ before judgement 
Was pronounced, that he ought to retrieve the honomr 
ef theGran^ljpouncIl^which would be disgraced if C***, 
Poneel^ anfl himself acted together in the business. 1 
am sorry for this upon your account : it is a rigorous 
measure. Tantane antmu caltAiibus if a 
But no, it does not mou^t 80it‘Jiigh^, ^ that. Such 
harsh and low revenue cannot proceed from a heart 
like that of our monarch. His name is employed, and, 
as you seih profiMmd. I will let you know the rest: how 
much belter we could eenveiaa upon these thtAgsj! it is 
ioipomible le eotnnmnici^ 4iy letter all ue have to say. 
Adieu, my dear siiv 1 hp^e not so amch roodasty at you, 
and, without taking refuge in the crowds f assure you I 
love and esteem you highly. — I have seen the comet; 
its train is of a beauti^l length* I partly found my 
hopes on it A thousand compliments to your dear 
wim. 


TuesdfiT. 

I send you something to amuse^ou for a few minutes. 
Tou will certainly finddt worth jeading. It is charity 
to entertain you both in youraoUtudm If the hiend- 
sfaipl bear the father and Ae son were a remedy dgainst 
dulbiess, it is an evil of which you would never have to 
complain. I am just come from a place where, it seems, 
I have renewed this sentiment, by talking of you with 
five orlsix persons, male and female, who, like me, rank 
liemselves among your friends ; it was at the hotel de 


• Vir"iN nneid,]ib^i. 
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Neven. Your wife was of the party ; she will tell you 
of the delightful little temedians we met there. 1 be*^ 
Here our dear friend "is arriTa|^ but I hare had no eerw 
.tain intelligence. It is only known^ that M. d’Arta* 
gnan, continuing his obliging manners, gave him the 
necessary fur clothing, that he might pass the moun-* 
tains without inconvenience. I know als^ that M; 
Artagnan has received letters from the king, and that 
he told M. Fouquet to keep up his spirits and his courage^ 
and that every thing would go well. We.m always 
locking forward to some mkigation, and I in particolar ; 
hope has been too kind for me to abandon it. When«*' 
ever 1 see the king at our ballets, these two lilies of 
Tasso come into my head : 

Gofiredo ascolta, e in rigida sembiansE 
Forge piu di timor che di speranza^. 

Gerusatemme Idberata, cant, 5. 

But I take caretMot to despond : we must follow the ea* 
ample of our poor prisoner; he is tranquil and gay; let 
us be so too. It will give me real pleasure to see you 
here. 1 cannot think your exile will be of long dura- 
tion. Assure your good father of my aiftction ; I can- 
not help expressing myself thus; and let me know your 
opinion of the stanzas. Some of them are admire^ af 
well as some of the couplets. 

** Godfrey attends, and with a brow eeven 
But little gives to hope, and much to fear. 

lloole^s Translation. 
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ro THE S\Mr. 

Tbunda} evening, .Tanuary 166 ^. 

At lengtli, the mother, the daughter- in law, and tlic 
brother have obtained leave to be togethcM ; they aie 
going to Moiitluvon in the heart of Au\ eigne. Uhe 
snotMr had permission to go to Parc-aux-Dames to her 
daughter, but her daughtci^in-law has prevailed on her 
to accompany her. M. and Madame de Cliarost aie 
on their way to Ancenis. Pecquet and Lavalee are 
still in the Bastille. Can any thing be more dreadful 
than this injustice? They have given M. Fouquet 
another servant. M. d’Artagnan was his only conifoit 
ill his journey. It is said, that the peison nho is to 
hare the care of him atPignerol is a very worthy crea- 
ture. God grant he may be so ! or ratlier, God pro- 
tect our f) iend ! lie has aheady protect him so visibly, 
that wc ought to think he has an especial care of him. 
La For^t, his old esquire, accosted him as he was going 
away. •' I am delighted to see you,” said Fouquet to him ; 

I know your fidelity and auction ; tell my wife and 
ntiother not to despair, that my courage remains, and 
that I am in good health. — Is not this admirable ? Adieu, 
my dear sir; let us be like him; let us have courage, 
and dwell on the joy occasioned by the gloiious sentence 
of Saturday. 

Madame de Giignan, {Angelique Claitc d'Afigcmin, 
M. de Grignan^s Jitet vjtfe) is dead. 


Friday evening. 

It seems, by your thanks, as if aou w^ere giMng me 
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my dismissal; but I will not receive it yet I intend to 
write to you whenever 1 please, and as soon as I have 
the verses from Pont-neuf, 1 shall send them to you. 
Our dear friend is still upm the road : it was reported, 
that he had been ill ; ev^ry body exclaimed : What ! 
already It was reported also, that M, d^Artagnan 
had sent to court to know what he was to do with hit 
sick prisoner, and that he had Been answered Unfeol* 
ingly, that he must proceed with him, however llll he 
might be. This is all false: but it stiows the general 
feelings and the danger of furnishing materials wfth 
which to build whatever horrid castleS we please. Pec- 
quet and Laval4e are still in the Bastille { this conduct is 
truly unaccountable. The chamber will be resumed 
after the Epiphany. 

I should think the poor exiles must be arrived ere 
this at the place of their destination. When our poor 
friend has reached his, I will inform you ; for we must 
follow him to Pignerol : would to God we Could bring 
him thence to the place we wish'*^! And how much 
longer, my dear sir, will be your exile ? I often thM!: 
of this. A thousand compliments to your ihther. t 
have been told your wife is here : I shall call upon her; 
I supped last night with one of your lady friends, ami 
we talked of paying you a visit. 

* It was the general opinion that Fonquet died in prison in tlic ynpC 
1660. See Le Stkle dc Louis XiK, and Uie note at the beghtniqg gt 
iha ketter dated Apnl S, 1 680. 
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TBOM Tg|MJ«n7NT D£ fiUSSY^ MADAME D£ SEVIGNE. 

Forl^ns, November 1666. 

1 ^^l^rday at BourblUyt. Never, my lovely cou- 
ein, so* much surprised. I thought the tiouse 

Veaii^fali im4 l?#en I endeavoured to discover the rea- 
s«ai tbii, after the long dislike I had taken to it, I 
found that it arose from yom* absence. In reality, you 
and Mademoiselle de Sevigne make every object ap- 
pear frightful mat surrounds you ; and you played this 
trick, for two whole years, to your house. This is a 
fiu;t I ihd I advise you therefore, if ever you dispose 
of it, to make the bargain through your a^ent, for your 
pceaeace would very much lessen its value. 

In approaching it, the sun, which had not shone for 
two days, made its appearance, and, conjointly with 
your farmer, did very handsomely the honours of the 
house; tpie preparing me an excellent collation, and 
Uie other gilding the apartments, which the Christo- 
pbles and the Guis had been pleased to decorate with 
their arms. My family accompanied me, and W'ere all 
ms much pleased with the place as myself. The living 
Habutios, aeeing BO many escutcheons, held themselves 
In greater estimation, perceiving the consequence which 
the dead Rabutins attached to their blood. But an in- 
roluntary fH of laughter seized us, when we saw the 
good man Christoph le on his knees, who, after distri- 
buting his aHns ia a thousand places, and a thousand 
diftbrent ways, had at last brought them together in a 
This is indeed pushing the love of his name as 


An «8tstf betei^mg to Madame de S^vigni^, 





far as it ca& go. Toil believe, no doubt, my dear con-* 
sill, that this Christophle had a seal, and that his arms 
were also engraved upon his plate, his httness, asid bb . 
carriage. For xny part, 1 would take my. oath of it. 

UETTER ^^XXX. 

PROM MADAME D£ siviGItB TO T0£ COUNT Dl 

Park, Msy 20, 1067* 

Lreceiv&d a letter from you, my dear cousin, 

was in Brittany, in which you talked of our aiN^slofl; 

the Rabtitina, and of the beauty of Bourbilly. I^ot as <. 

I . had heard from Paris that you were expected thensr 
and as 1 had hoped myself to airiye much sooner, 1 de* 
ferred writing to you ; and noW' you are notn' 

coming at all. . You know iMSiOUr talked' 

of but war. The whole court is %\e«^p, and liiM 
whole camp is at court ; and being a des- 

sert, 1 prefer the desert, of X^i ||f|i^>l#here 1 shaU. 
pass the sudimer, 

Sb attflndAnt asi guerrispr 

lUvienu^ ccmviffti de laurieri'fi x . 

There are two lines fih* you, Imtji do not knew UrhCT . 
ther I have heardl them before, orbave just made thcUQi^l ; 
As it is# matter of no great importanol^ I tb;^} ceaoMbN 
the threa^of . nut prose. My^jteant has bee&very .fo* 
vourabLy, nkclined CbwMsds yo^, since K haTe seerbiiSQ^ 
many peq>le. eager to begin, or ratber to revive, a bi^ 
ski'ess in which 3^0 acquired sd^^uctt'^ honour durtlt^. 
the time you were a^ to engage in it. It is 
thing for a man of courage to be confined at 

t* Waiting the letwii of ooraw S i i si S covered withkhttselr*: . 



eo 


tETTERB or 


when there are such great doings in Flandersf. As 
yoa fee], no doubt, all that a man of spirit and^valour 
Cfn fed, it is. imprudent in me to revive so painful a 
subject. I hope you will forgive me, in consideration of 
the great interest I take in your affairs. 

It is said you have written to the king. Send me a 
ropy of your letter, and give me a little information 
respecting your mode of life, what sort of things amuse 
you, and whether the alterations you are making in 
your house do not contribute a good deal towaids it. 
I spent the winter in Brittany, where 1 have plaiit- 
I6d a great number of treesl^ and a labyrinth, that will 
require Ariadne^s clue to find the \%ay out of it. I have 
also purchased some land, to which I have said as usual, 
" 1 shall conveit you into a paik/* 1 have extended 
my walks at a trifling expen<%o. ]My daughter smcN 
yon a thousand red^mbrances. ^ 1 beg mine to all j our 
family. 


LETTER *XXXI. 

JO TUB SAML. 


Palis 0, lb68, 

I WROTE to you the Iasi; why have you not ansviered 
my letter? I hate been expecting to he dr from ^ou, 
and have at length found the Italian proveib true ; chi 
^ende non perdona^the offender never pardons. 

Madame d’ Assigny tias informed me that part of a 
cornice has fallen upon your head, and hurt you const* 
derably. If you wore well, and I ,i^ared exercise a lit- 
tle wicked wit upon the occasion, 1 should tell you, 
that they are not trifling ornameiOs like these that in- 


t Buisy wu esiled to his estates. 



MADAMS Dfi siviCMb. 


juie the headi» of husbands m geneial; and that it 
would be a fortunate circumstance for them> if ttiey 
met with no worse evil than the fall of a cornice. Qut 
1 will not talk nonsense , I will first know how yon are, 
and assure you, that the same reason whiclt made me 
languid when you were bled, gives me the head-ach 
from your accident. The ties of relaUonship cannot I 
think be earned farther than this. 

My daughter was on the point of marriage. The af» 
fair is bioken ofF, I hardly know why. She kisses your 
hand : I do the same to your whole family. * Have you 
done any thing ytt with regard to the court ^ Pray let 
me know how you stand there. 

LETTER ♦XXXII. 

TO me SAME. 


Parui, July 26, 166s. 

1 BLGiN by thanking ^ou, my dcai cousin, foi youi 
liltcis to the king: the} would afTord me pleasuic even 
it they wen written by a stranger, they ha\e awak* 
ciitd in me beiitimenls of pity, and 1 bhould think they 
must pioduce the same effect on our sovereign. It is 
tint, he does not bear the name of Rabutm, as 1 do. 

The piettiest girl in France sends her compliments to 
y on. 1 hib title is due to her ; I am, however, weary 
of doing the honours of it. She is more worthy Atan 
ever of your esteem and friendship. 

You do not know, I believe, that my son is gone to 
Gandia with M. de Roannes, and the Count de Saint- 
Paul. He consulted M. de Turenne, Caidinal dh Rets^ 
and M, de Rochefoucauld uj^n this ; most important 
personages! and they all approved it so highly, that 
It was fixed upon, and rumoured abroad, bdbre I knew 
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my thing of the matter. In short, he is gone. I have 
wept bitterly, for it is a source of great grief to me. I 
shi^ not have a moment’s rest during his voyage. 1 
gpsealLits dangers, and terrify myself to death: but> 
alas, I am wholly out of the question ; for, in things of 
this nature, mothers have no voice. Adieu. 

LETTER ^^XXXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, September 4, 16CS. 

RnSj count; I will not kill you, while prostrate at my 
feet; and take your sword, to resume the combat. But 
it is better that I should give you life, and that we 
should live in peace f • I exact but one condition, that 
you own the thing as it has happened. This is a very 
generous proceeding on my part : you can no longer 
call me a little brute. 

M. de Montausier has just been appointed governor 
to the Dauphin. 

Je t*ai combM de biens, je I'en vein accabler X, 

Adieu, count. Now I have conquered you, I shall 
evpry where proclaim, that you are the bravest man in' 
France, and whenever extraordinary duels are men- 
tioned, 1 shall relate ours. My daughter sends her 
compliments. The idea you express of her good for- 
tune in the late affair is some consolation to us. 

f Bufiy and hu cousin had frequent quarvels : the mason has 
fbm been given. The new difference to which she alludes seems to 
Ittve been a sli^ one. 

I 1 have loaded diee widi fieomrs, I wiD add to the burthen. 
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LETTER •XXXIV- 

from the count DE BU8SY TO MAD«ME DE 

V 

Chaseu, September 7, 16B8» 

Nothing can be more generous^ madam* than the 
action you have just perfoaned. Yes, 1 will proclaim 
k every where : but 1 could not have supposed you had 
been able to eiqpress yourself so well on the subject* 
and conclude you had some affair of this lufid in Brit- 
tany, which taught you ^he* language. Is it not a pity 
that we should have been so long at variance, and there- 
by have lost so many follies, which we should have 
embellished so well, sund whieh would have amused us 
so highly ? For though neither of us has been dumb* 
it seems as if we had each tried to lower the other, and 
said things we should not have said at another time. 

LETTER *XXXV. 

FROM MADAME D£ SEVXGNi TO THE COUNT DE BUSSV. 

Fails, December 4, 1608 . 

Have you not received the letter, sir, in, which I^fave 
you life, disdaining to kill you at my feet ? I expected 
an answer to this noble action ; but you have thought 
it unworthy your notice: you have contented yoursOlf 
with rising from the ground, and takwig your swoid, as 
1 commanded you. 1 hope you will never again em- 
pSy it against me. 

I must tell you a piece of news, that will, I am 
give you pleasure. It is, that the prettiest girl in Fraaoe 
is going to be married, not to the handsomest youth, 
but to oue of the worthiest men in the kingdom, to M. 





de Orignan^ whom you have long known. All his 
wives died to give place to your cousin^ and, through 
extraordinary kindness, even hih father and mother died 
too ; so that knowing him to be richer than ever, and 
finding him besides, by birth, situation, and good qua- 
lities, every thing we could wish, we have not trafficked 
with him, as is customary, on the occasion, but con- 
fided ill the two families thail have gone before us. lie 
seems very well pleased with the alliance, and, as soon 
as we have heard from his uncle the archbishop of Arles, 
his other oncle the archbishop of Ui»dz being on the 
spot, the business will be fihished ; probably before the 
, end of the year. As I am a lover of decorum, 1 could 
not fail asking your advice and approbation. The pub- 
lic seems pleased : this is a great deal ; for we are such 
fools as to be almost always governed by its opinion. 

LETTER XXXVI. 

CAKDINAL de KETA to M\DAME DC SEVIGNE. 

*■ 

• Coipinerci, Dectmber 20,,1668. 

If the interests of madanie de Meckelbourg% and 
those of marshal d^Albret, are alike iiidifTereni to you, 
madam, I shall solicit in behalf of the cavalier, because 
I have ten times the regard for him, that 1 have for the 
lady ; but if it be your desire that 1 sliould solicit for 
the lady, I will do it with the gieatest readiness, be- 
cause 1 esteem ypa a million times more than 1 do the 
eavalier ; if you would have me observe a neutrality^ 
I shall do so inviolably. In short, you have only^to 
speak, to be implicitly obeyed. 1 am not in the least 

e ElizBbeth Ai^elicsde Montmorenei, widow of Gaspard de Coligui, 
.e qIS ChfttiDon : and mairied agun in Febniar; 1664, to Christian 
duke of Mecdwlbouig* 



surprised at the apprehensions my niece* is tinder; 1 
have long perceived that she degei»erates ; but however 
great you describe her sftuddertn^ at the thought of 
the important day ol concluak>nt» ' 1 much question 
whether they equal mine for the conscquencesi since I 
have seen by a letter of yours, that you have nckher 
had, nor wish to have, any explanations, but leave 
to destiny ; whioh, bythe ify, is often very ungraq||& 
and little deserving of the confidence we (]4ace in il|^ 
find myself beyond comparison more sensible to what 
regards you and that dear child, than to any thing that 
ever regarded niyself however nearly. 

You must blame, madam, neither the cardinal da^^ 
tary nor^^e, that nothing has done^or 

CorbineliL A |MMD%b|longii|g ta^ diie datary's |||ffice> 
ill whom I bad c<»$daBce, has mad^ nai|e^ 

to obtain a great favoahi^ and hw^ei^ehred^lie in 
three or four venf instances; if,l4Mmfact|^ 
by CorbineUt as hs l^hs dpne ^ seitMl 
same occasion, 1 qu^^sj^n wflkheir Ills natna W been 
even mentioned since my findi^ter. It is net a fqiV 
night since this same man wrpte me a long, detail of 
this ai&ir, and of soma Others that 1 had recommended 
to his care ; and I tafir discovered two falsities in the 
account he sent me ; not with regard to Corbinelli, in* 
deed ; but finding he has told me lies concerning the 
others, 1 imagine he may have done the same with jre* 
gard to him also : I shall take care to remedy this to 
the utmost of my power by the first post ; you cannot 
think what vexation ittaji^given me. ^ 

* Mademoiselle de Sdvigti^, aftemards coutitev of Giigofti|(, 

This relates to the maiiiage of mademoiselle de alih 

M. de Giignan, which was solemnised the S9th of January following. 

X Tlie chief officer in the p(^*a chancery, at Rome; 
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LETTER <*500^11. 

‘ ' 

fEOM MADAME DE siVlGNi TO TB£ COUNT DS BUnT. 


Paris, Januaiy 7 , 1669 * 

as'l^ue, that I dtd no^ receive your answer to the 
}^||r in which 1 gave you life, as that I wae in pain, 
le^,\wtth the best intention possible to pardon you, 
1 had unintentionally killed^you, being little accustomed 
to, wield;^ sword. This *^08 the only good reason 1 
could assign to myself for your silence. In the mean 
tiitte, you ha||||^itten, though your let^r had never 
teadifid me« 

^J|V 0 sfci|||f-p|<n^^ t^had wished' to 

y€^^|(iUrTd^^ it would not 
,itli vij^ | ™ i|t le^er* - ^"^^'fiPi|^^w:upprove ef ;the 

1 ^ rimk, htfWfs a high. 

m^ch 

woi^ :,V 9 iiat more is nectsmary ^ I think we are for« 
lunate, and as. you are of the same opinion, sign the- 
deed I send you, and be assure^^/tuy dear cousin, that 
if it depend^ on me, you should be finn at the enter- 
tainment. How admirably well yon would act your 
part ! Sijoee you left os, I have heard no wit.equal to 
yours, and 1 have said to myself a thousand times. 
Good heavens, what a difference l^'-i-War f. w talked 
of> and it iasaid the king w^;;|Ate the field in person. 

f It ms A vague Teport. No idea? was jet erScftaiued .of breaking' 
the peace of Aix-la>Chape1Te, coududed. only seven, months befiirc. 
..Ilut it was in ccntempladon to interfere in the quarrsl i between die 
count palatin an! the duke of Lomiiie,. and ibreathe latter to la|r down 
^hkarms.. * ' 



8haU vra not «ee you ogokiia a cbaraetor that you hira 
so well sustained i 


LETTl^*XXXVIir. 

FROM THE COUNT OB BOSSY TO MADMIE SB SEVIONi. 

* 

>■ Cbsaea> Jtnwry 93, 1669,^ 

I DO you justice, my lorely cousiq, in the same w^y 
that you have doM juflwo to me. I wrote to jmu, aitd , 
you did not receive my letter : it is all true. 1 am also 
much obliged by 4m upeButyss you have felt j|it 
ha4 unintentiainalty ttjUfed i^e, and X juntt you, that 

you areiKA s^nskilfhl as you suppotfpjO'Wheui, yo» 
gwre nte mgr 1^ y 3 m<|;hfed df y<pr ffintftdsr 

and I rose &eai go^ 

nerosity. Had ikt hhea otherwlte^ 

not haaa been tMrin^^«haid)ltit|iii| i 

Thooi^KjtM mm 

swards thopt^OKf^pll^ 

iwxp' 

beat4a you we piercdd, idtMiPmtllbut knetwtog ti|Ml 
such persons were in existence^ 



LETTER ^XXXIX. 

% 

riiOir MAjDAMB m tiviojui to the coont db bossy* 

PaHsi Apvti so^>}6?ctt 

I HAn received your letter, my dear* cousin ; you ere 
always courteous and amiable; and I need not ilook 
deep Into my heart for feelings of kindness towardeyott. 

1 thank you for having opoMid the door of our corre**^ 
spondence, which had b^n ctose<jk jSonif eocidem ^ ^ 
other is always happening to us; but the bearl is goudl* 
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will some day laugh et our little dtssetibions 
us retoj^n to our cousin# Fremiot, was it not 
kind of the good president to beneath to me his pio- 
perty at his death ^ 1 had no idea of such a thing: 1 
had a great afiectiun for him, which, added to my pie- 
sent feelings of gratitude, makes me truly giievcd. It 
IS a shame, as you «ay, that a wife should be able to 
survive such a husband. Even 1 can do no moie. 
Adieu 1 Wish you patience to ti lumph o\ er youi mis- 
fortunes. You will not let msp^^ak of my daughter ; 
but 1 will in defiance of you. She is with child, and 
ifStilKk^re: hei husbai^Hi mProTcnce. 


FSOllfli M CQUKT i>F BU88V. 

s 

Fans, May 17 # 1070. 

and I owe fofk eich a tntjljfnv but 
tve determidMHl 1 shall 

theT«fot#Bay oaecf thMpstaot jp)«a- 

suits 1 have expetteticlSS here# has been the thopj^ht of 
tny returning to you. 

Yes# yes, we will make moral and political reflec- . 
lions; we will take for granted the twofold disgiace, 
that you have mentioned^to Madame de Sevigne. 1 
came here to examine into the tiutb of this, and I find 
it exactly as you represented it. ‘Sbme imagine they 
are well at courts and are on the poiziaw becoming like 
ns ^ others thmk they are like Us, and are on the ^»oint 
of becoming favouiitcs; and others again areni.ther 
one thmg nor the other, aid ruin themselves courage- 
oudy by waiting for some decided calamity. 1 will 
i^late to the pai^culars of the story of tl e Petites- 
Matsons ^ and Udl prove to you demonstratively, that 





those 'who think they have readon to pity« ought to 
envy you. Believe what 1 say : we will talk this OTOl^' 
in Languedoc. 

I have many other things to tell you, to make my 
company bearable for a few days, l^epare, therefore, 
to acknowledge that you are Obliged to the king for 
having banished you from" court, you will be the 
most ungrateful of mOnkuiid. 

LETTER *XU. 

FROM HASAICB DE s£vIQn£ T<» VHB COUMt 3^ BUSST. 

^ June lit W?#. ■ 

Be it so. M. le Comta wheri 

you write to m«, or whe^ iit tile troolOar w write. 
This, I think, is rule sofficieat ftr coa^iMit so iitjJe .or- 
derly It is a iniwhk,Jif.we.^< 

main, withoynt p9^ partictmfl^nigm toei»lim|l1ft 
I envjr yoo^-Uw'i^easDW you Ir Tiew of' Aeis^ 
Corbtei^ 1% pleastfte is deptttiRgi for Ishatl 
lose Ifims'' I aip very much ^ bis tun: 

of mind it.Teiy similar to ti!|r own, a|pd find no* 
thing to csmsole me fpr his ahsoncttr^ He lavm me ex- 
actly as I vrish p>Jbe loved ; in Ming him, theref^, 1 
lose in a nmasypm, tl^cbarm %fmy eiustence. won- 
der .by" WMl compsfsion his 4i^ay leads bid^ tlii 
dist|nde of two mndred leagues bi|iilte«i|r 

me conM»it to it against Aij^, 

countf let us continue to write to each^iMiher, and' M 
us take courage against our enemies. Think you tft|u 
1 am without courage ? I beg my compliments 
ladies. Madame de Grignan sends hers, with a verj 
j guod grace. I am not accustomed to the enlargement na 
her shape, and am as much shocked at it Itf yotl can b< 
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LETTER «XLII. 

HaHAME »E TO TBS COUNT DE GEICNAM f* 

ft. 

PaiiB|1S^dnctdi7 33 JuM« 1370. 

You hftTe written me tjie nrill cnaiiiing letter in the 
world. I should hiSTe omwereii St Itoch sooner, bwl 1 
not known that you wert^tnwer^g your pitfrince. I 
sbteld* likewise hare seMtS^ ^ music |;pa desjlred, 
but hare rilt ye| twen ibie to psocure it : in the mean 
time let me you that I lore y|lt mofri affiictionately, 
Imd if thet is capahilrdf Bring yoh riwMdsfkction 
assure i|^e itrioes, yon torbe rite roost contented 

man in tSe world. Yop most oettainly be so in the 
ritm\(j|jNm(leiltii jnu cxrif <m with my danghUir ; it ap* 
naMlil^e wMg her fiart, pufl do not 

th^^y oBd citift dhotber sl^ does 

*»«■ *« with 

S^plle OM rile eamo, or I writ bum'n^bookk.'*! I am 
net very 8li|ll£d^iB(l»^ b«ft I crti^ril^Wrice, 

and Mlqw it, arid my daei|hter on her iMk tlririi oil 
pMsrijneoareofbm^ r 

1 bare a thousand^CObyilimenfi f»Of^ yMt fiom M. 
do hi iS^hefoocBult % ynd bis sW^ ; they 
ed al^* ycslr^tteie,, Sfndame de ledFayeitel sSfriurns 
yyib madgr #i|gKh,^ your temerotM^ee of her, gh,do 

f hf outset de Gdgnut 1«d iMen loaie Urns in FlroM«M,UwIiitlier 
hehHi'iiMnidbl^gadtonpilron tlw Mnricst sod msdiiM de 
GdgMbwnalaBd mBw* on scomiu of Wbdngwitb ddU. 

t FWib, dnha Us in Bedhifoacsidt, nttbotodthe JUitucmit. 

A Xiw pfiacS'dn htnniflsn. 

M MsiyMs|dibo4»bVw|M, cnutewdebFqfetie. 



iMiiWi M mmmm 

my aunt * «oi (]»e abb4 f* wb« i* iviy ^*> 0 ^ ^ 
wife ; this I iwani yvm -k no matter, for if riw 
were not ex^aMify pmde&t^ he would show his didSce 
witttmt the least reserve. ^ 

If an opportunity shoold oflkr of being aervioeeble to 
a g^eman ^ your coimtry. Whose name is § **% I 
beg fou wouURNnbface it ; yon eannot give me aig|^ 
agreeable proof of npus fiiendahlp. Yon foomised mo 
a canmiriUp for tis brother ; you know aU his faed^, 
Hie poor youth whs particularly attached to qmnnimr 
Fonquetti he was convicted of having coavt|red n 
letter to madatae Fouqnet,')ll^ her jiusbaod, ror WhUdt 
he was condemned for five^ara to ^kk galleys, a 
eAraordinsfry punttigaent Ik|dtrae is one of tHa 
best creatures livinj^ and as drlp^tbe gaDewsi' set ^4 
fly in the air. * 

Brancas | expreaties hubself satisiieiy|^ you, Md 
does not intend to spine you when heffi|p 

non for jgjpr servieea. He^ilte^y^can^ 

quit #d4|>„ 

giving yen JN^t^bmaAig. 
so tendatly'. Adieo/^ dWI^nMntt 
with all the aflbctiQsi of si}’ A«ett. 

* Henrietta de Coulai^s marchioneie da la Timiimi filter 
de €6iilai^, tKe modier of 

t Chi^teher die CMui|{efp dbbot ^ abM) of Lnwi^ vneli to 
■a4i|w tk'&vigndr ^ hf' 

I %hola8 Fou^ foperintendent ^ ^ W 

§ Wiariai oottw Btaneafy gemleioanof 

Attfiji s liiio »•• tema4»Ue dps luf gnat 
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LIOTER *XLIIL 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNL TO THE COUNT DE BOSSV* 

Paris, July 6, 1070. 

I HASTEN to write to you, in ortler to elFace from your 
mind as speedily as possible the vexation which my last 
letter occasioned } ou. I had no sooner written it, than 
I repented having done so. M. de Corbinelli would 
have prcveritc<l my sending it : but I was not willing 
it should be lost, naught^T as it was ; and J thought I 
should not lose you by it, as you did not lose me when 
your oflenee was still greater. We caiinbt destroy kin- 
dred : our chains stretch a little sometimes, but thej’^ 
never break. I know this by experience, and was 
therefore willing to risk my packet. It is true, I was 
in an ill humour. INTy spirit was high, and I could not 
make It bend. I dipped my pen in gall, and it com- 
posed a foolish bitter letter, for which I beg a thou- 
sand pardons. If you had entered my room an hour 
afterwards, 1 should have joined with you in laughing 
at my folly. Now tlien we are friends : you would be 
fortunate if we were quits; but, on this score, how 
much more do 1 owe you than I shall ever repay ! M. 
de Corbinelli will tell you how I am; notwithstanding 
my grey hairs, he will revive perhaps your old par- 
tiality for me. lie loves me truly, and I swear 1 love 
nobody more than I love him. His mind, iiis jbea^t, 
his sentiments, please me in the highcBt degree. 
blessing I owe to you : but for you 1 should not fiave 
been acquainted with him. You will soon see him : 
you will have pleasure in conversing with him. He 
will inform you of the death of/ Madame f, and 

^ ilcnriettii, daughter of Clmles 1. king of England, and grand- 



n 


J 

ithat hieir alt choirms^ ajiiJpka- 

iMiirei of the court* AUiou^ Coum^; <io anuno*iil) Jet u« 
qutrraj auwi pldgao othir tuq rooic. ha^c been 
a Mtilf to blame* but vvho* i« Ihib world, is perfect ? 
1 am glad I have app/&ated yoC* on my daughter's ac- 
count, Ask M* Coibinelh how baudsOtne ah© i9». Show 
him nry ltUcr> and ho will sce^ that if I inflict wonnds;, 
I heal them. 


LBimi, «\LIV* 

a 

FROM THE COUNT 0L ttL>>Y lO i{lM>A^n D1 s ViGNfi. 

Ciii^n, Ju* 10,1070# 

I 4M very glad, my charming tousin, that you own 
yourstll III the wiong, ft is a piool oi a good hc«t, 
a id obliges me to think you le^s so than i had sup- 
posed you wfio Ihe lettiy I luue jnst leceivcd fitim 
you IS as agreeable, as (he preceding otn svas the le- 
xcise Your penitence is so ptea^mg, that I give you 
lea\e to offend me again, provided }ou inaku me rbe 
same ameiwl*». Tdl me, then, haw much y ou arc ni- 
df btedtome, and hasten yOui payments, tintwc maj 
be quits I assuic you, the death of M'uhme h is vciy 
much giieved m^* You know how hignl^ J oiceiti>Uod 
m her favour. My disgtace aWo drew a thou and at- 
tentions from her, Y%ch I viiH some da^ relate (o you. 

Ihnqr a \ iU tio ttpaH ii iVatvc Wwir 

ileislW tig Intel beif ch4rma, wti > died m tjie -ot i feu JTh n 
VoUaip eHpTes 9 ei> hiinvelf He ttl cstd htr leadi uatui il, cofttrnjr u> 
iUi opmoti of all hk ewem} uniits to trxnr fitn f) iho jyi<}udup 
tl IS (rime&bbenelFeviaeed ou let deatli b > w?e lu lid to Ultm 
that, m diui tnsc^ure^ as in ninny other , lie dijjliiypl his «ij>rr,ar 
loowledge a 9 wc-tl ai ^uptnoT jiul^nrnr Vte 4t<iU «ay hkub on lU 
aubprt of btr death, {Seip the the (»f JTum, ^ 

^OL. I. B 



74 


tEtTEftS Cf 


if any thing is capable of detaching” those fiom the 
world who an* tht- most strongly wedded to it, it is the 
reflections arising from ereuts like the present one. For 
my part, it is a gioat consolation to me under my mis- 
fortune, to sec that those who have the power of dri\ing 
others to madness, and who by their rank are out of 
the reach of reprisals, are not becure from fhe strokes 
of Providence. 1 am wholly apptawd, foi madame de 
Gri^nan^s sake ; wdiat M. de Oorbinclh may tell me 
cannot mcreasc my allection for her, unless he were to 
assure me she was at variance with her husbatld ; for 
then 1 should love her more than my life. Adieu, my 
charming cousin: we will quanel no moie. Though 
you assure me the ties of kindred stretch a little some- 
times, but never break, 1 would not have you trust too 
much to them ; more happens sometimes m an hour 
than in a year ; for my jiart, I love gentleness : like the 
brother of Ainolfr, I am all sugar and honey, 

LETTER XLV. 

yaOM STADAME OE $EYJGn£. to the count de b]UGK\N, 

Paris, Wcdncsilaj, Aag. 6, lUyo* 

Is it not true, thstt I have given you the prettiest wife 
in the vt^orld ? and can any one be more prudent, moie 
regular in her conduct ? Can any unc love you more, 
have moic Christian sentiments, long more aidently to 
be witb you, or attend more strictly to the d:u-.:ej^ of 
her staiion? It is ridiculous enough to say all t^'is of 
my own daughter ; but 1 admire her as other \ cople 
do, and perhaps more, as I am more an eye-witness of 
her behaviour ; and to own the truth to you, whatever 
good opinion 1 h^d of her as to the principal points, I 
never thought $be would have boon so eEhCt as she ii 



ki ^ yoii^ body iwt 

her jofitice, 4^ }o$^ ifVhH pTMts ^irb£di wc^ 
w> Much hor due. * * " v 
Jii is «LA old in&3^ ijttidi naojr perhaps 

ohigi day or other putll ^ o)4 jtoUse ab vxy ears# that 

the public is wither #oe)|«h tier o^}u^ts Mad* 4e Orw 
gnati has too muchreason to be oentsautod with }f, tt» dif^ 
pute that point lyith me at pths^ She beda 
der incuncoirable distress about your heidth ^ 1 heartily . 
rejoice at your tecqveryi^ as well for the lore I bear to 
you, as the afiTocikoa I hare for her. I beg, if y6u ex* 
pect any more attacks from ydur disorder, that you wiS 
prevail on it to stay, at kkst, till your wife is brou^i 
to bed. She is every day making eomplaints of bcrtig 
detained here ; and declares with a very serious face» 
that H was great cioelty %o separate her ftpm you/ It 
looks as if we had taken pleasure m sending you two 
hundred leagues fiom her. I desiie yoanrfll in your 
next endeavour to make her easy on this* head, and let 
her know the pleasure you have m tbh tlioughts of ho^ ^ 
lying-in so agreeably where she is. It was absolutely 
impossible for her to have accompanied you in the con- 
dition she was m ; and notiimg can be betthr for her 
health, and indeed for her reputation, tlnin to lie-in 
where the best assistance is to had, and to nm'^in 
a place where her conduct has bcen^so very much «id* 
mired. If, after all this, she wdl become a giddy crea- 
ture and a fool, will be a twelvemoatb> at least, be- 
fol| be credited ; so good an ppinion has evhyr 
bo^l^f her pmdience, I call all the Grignans that hAs 
faerej^ witness foe truth uf wlwt I say.- {.have ndfrij, 
little joy in it, upon your account ; for 1 Icve you 
sincerely, and am 4;hanned to find that the event hM ^ 
completely justified your choice. 1 shalV^dtl ^ 
trews i foat wc«3ild be inftm^ng my d^ghitert 

* ^ n 
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I ottlj 'Jbrg yo\x to t)e assutv^d that nd one can be more 
adeetiojiattly intt rested m,>eYery thing that concerns 
you. 


LE^fTER Xr.VI. 

ro run famt. 

Ttius An^'Hst la, lh7o* 

VVtTEN 1 uritc to \ou ^o tiequontl}, }on must remem- 
ber, that it is on condition, that you do not answer 
rue. Relying on this I sih.ill proceed to tell you that I 
ajn hcarlil> lejoicid at the main lionoui.s tliat me con- 
fervid gn yon. It a}ipeais to me, that the comnianddiit 
has leas shau* in them than JM. dc (iiignan himself; and 
I think I M.C a pvirtiulity forj^ou tiiat another ^^ould not 
experience, 

1 find there is so brisk a corrcspoiKlenrc kept up be- 
tween u certain lady and you, that it would ho ndicu- 
lous to «:iv<* you any ntus. 1 ha\e not so much as a 
hope of acqnaiiitiug you that she loves \ou ; her cicry 
OCtioit, her hole conduct, with all hei little aiixii tics 
,and car««s aloout you, tell it plant tnough, 1 am very 
delicate in the point of fiiendship, and pn tend to know 
somethiiif; about it, and ( own to you that 1 am ptr^ 
fectly satLsbed with what J see, and coiild ni^t wish it 
to be grenti r. Enjoy tins pleasure to live utmost, and 
never be unuratefuL If thcie is any little vacant place 
in your heart, allow roe the pieasuac of occupying -it ; 
for, 1 a^Mirc you, you hold a very considerable' we in 
jEohie. ] do not tell you how much ear<» I take o/'your 
dear hal I ^ how I w atidi o\ er hei health, and how liJfandy 
I w^isli too vcsj^d safely unladen in port : if you know 
what it IS to lov»‘, }ou will f‘asdy judge 6f my feelings. 
Would to Uud your poor w'^ife was as happy as the little 
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l]>evrile ♦ ** lie h'lsjtmt b-(>«rt jjrougbfc to Ixtd of a boy, \f*hai 
JL^ if he ucit <t)»Ae im>ntAi’^ oW “ Ahi'' «Aui my 
tUu^iter jiui nov\, “ how vexed am 1* httic IWiJite 
has Lakta mv uoy trom me : two such nevti cap coi^ne" 
to^otipi iri opG houot.** 1 ha\o giiK.p my <Uus?hiQr-a 
book for ^ou , }ou will fiud It idoinabt^ ^ it is 
by ap intunUe iiKiid ot Pa^JthrtiV , u<3tluna hot what 
IS petbot eotiics liom that qmuoi : pi ay vcAtl H whk 
ailcrtti )n. T h i\t scpjb you likewise some bcautiiul airs, 
till t I ap 1 1 III otht 1 Auisil. Do not los»e yiHir >Ojt^e ; 
jntMMc your hiu tmour: m \ word, cotlUitUt to b^ 
o*^abi(> mo \oi» aio sd much lovcK 


u.raa; XLvn. 

10 THE SAME. 

Pdru*, Pii ’ » btpi 1 2, im7o. 

1 1 0 not wiite uiiU a vhsij^n to establish a loiu^fw ml- 
enee Wiili yoi, no, I should be ciutious howl (hd 
that, knowing liow in ich \ou hate *il;*eady upon jwir 
Innds from madanie de (»iignan. I realty ptty you for 
having such loni> Iclteis to read: I ncvci^saw any 
thing so impetuous; and I behest fiom my luait thit 
you would gladly base litr with you, to he delis (red 
from tuem ; to such ^^tlalts has her impotiuiwiy fcduced 
you. She has just letiud to a corner of the mom, with 
a^tO||(table and a desk betoie her ; noli'ttunkiiig M. de 
or myself, p^Tsonnges worthy of approarb- 
ing yer ; she ts perfectly eniigtd at your h^vmg tsnt- 
Unto me : I never ^aw sjch an envious, jealous litth 
creature m njy life. Ilosvevtr, 1 defy her, ht her do 
what she will, to interrupt om lrcndsh*p. You hate 


• ^loBsieurWicok, 



a great pait m ihc caie T takf of hci health, and wlien- 
^\ci I itflcd upon the pleasure ^vou will ful in having 
u vide u.d a child, both tud of lilc and sprnl, I icdou* 
h’c jjv xftMiiifn-* lo picKurt \ ju this c(ritification. I 
wi)[Mi all m t*( IS will go well \\e begin to think, that 
th.^ a»amt chid Mid c if only be a b«} Adieu, my 
dear. 1 positively forbid }ou to write to me; but I 
^itieat you to love nif. 

''ionsillr nr coi lxnoes*. 

l/ndtr tkc sunt tovi r 

You m.vv Sd^ and do as* you pitise, sii, but I tannoi 
htlp telling j»ou that I im €\ti<incl^ pleased thit yo\x 
like Ihf in^uidant ot L\ons and his wife + 'Ihry aie 
both of them inghly delighted with you. and eveiy« 
body, my Mster-in-law J not excc])t(d, wr»tt» us a 
thousand handsome things oi >oii. Do not take the 
trouble of answeiing me ; only give me leave, as 1 hap- 
pen to be heie while the good folks ate writing to you, 
lo assure you, there is no one nioie deroted to your 
service than tnystlf 

Your wife is as handsome as an angel ; she lives the 
life of an angel ; and, it it please God, she will be 
brought to btd as happily as an angc I. Ihis is all I 
have to say to you at piesiuk As you seem to like my 
<ister-in 1 iw, 1 wish you would get hci a good match in 
your province : she is a nicce of JVJ. dc Tellier, and 
fit St cousin to M« de Ix^uvois. 

e Ph hp FiBAiioel de Coulinge^ n fsti i of the requests, {) well 
known hi the gay world lor Ins wit, humour, aitd the sii>t,ulai tnAnt he 
had fiM' a jovial song. He was rou^n ^cima i to M dc Sevii,»« 

f Monsieur aud inad,ixnr du G if Ba^noh, whosoclUcst daughter «aa 
mviitn to M. te Coulanges. 

t Mademoiselle du Cud Uagnols, who iraa aOuwaids nwmed to 
Monsieur du Guf Baguqls, wieodaat of Fkmdkiis, h<s ovn coubuc 
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T.irrTER XLVUI* 

TO inn samc^ 


Pwis, Wcdnt' v^J, Nov 10, 1670* 

i>i Pl’J' 11/OX^ tbal il have such a 

fancy for a 'lon, ywi sbouhl have t kt^n the pa'ns to get 
one : I most own, I think what she ^ lys u» v«m y just anj 
r^.ivonabje. You left a iittl ' girl in oiii hiiOJs, anil a 
little "irl we return you. Xwfer was I i}>our so favour- 
able ’ You ma^t knov« that my daugn cr and I went 
last Saturday to take a walk in the Arsenal : she felt 
foine slight pains : when \\c cainc home I w.»=; Ibi send- 
ing for mavlame RobineUc» but slu* would by no me ms 
agree to it. We supp<‘d, and evtiy thiiif^ v\ 's well. 
She ate pretty heartily. The coadjutw* f and 1 were for 
giving her chamber a little the air of a l)iiig-m wo- 
man's, but she opposed it, and so iirmly, that we thought 
her indisposition but a pas^hig lit of the cholic. At 
last, as ^ was going to send f)r Uobinette, the pabit 
came on stronger, an<l continued in such a mamier ! 
her cries were so violent, so piercing ! that we presently 
found she wa.s in labour. But the woist of it was, there 
was no midw'tfe. We none of us knew what we did ; 
for my pait, I was perfectly Wild. My daughter ciied 
out for assistance, and for the midwife, and not without 

S poor girl * for wc sent in all haste for the one 
d Deviile, and she had not been in the room a 
of ap hour befote the event took place. And 
juat^t that instant Pecquet came in, who assisted to lay 

^ Charlotte d'E&tamjHrg Valan^ai, marchioness de Puisieux. » 
f iuha Baptist, A(lli6nAr de Monteil, coa^iutor of Axlee^ brother 
Id mde Gii^naiv 
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'\yijeri all was over Robinette arrive^), and wai^ 
surpilsed ; ibr she had been employed setting 
eY 4 ;ry thing in oider al^oo.l the tUtchesfl* thinking she 
lra*|that night good at least. Helen at first whispered 
|oo, Madam, it r•^ a hoy.’' 1 told this to the coadjii- 
lor; but when we caine to examine a little nearer into 
matters, beholti it wo.5^ a girl! We were a little discon- 
certed, and aiduimod of oiir'.elve-. when we came to re- 
iioct, that \vc had Iicon all, the sommer making Jfv U- 
au saint iVrj j*, as i:i honUine say^, aod ihat 
uik*r all our liope*'. La Slj^nvru }/Lf rtu iaoudi. KuefiJlc, 

1 assure you this has lowered our a little, iJid no- 

thing oiiufort.j us but my daugUtirh being so peril erly 
well* She has had nc^ milk- fever, fhe child IjvIs been 
chi’istentd by the name of Marie-] -lanciie J ; the co- 
adjutor standing for monsieur dbViIes §, ar.d J for my- 
self. llert I.'’ a detail now lliat vamhi be \t\y tires^Dmo, 
if it wore about indiff, rent things', but we are fond of 
hearing every little circunistaiice that relates to tiiose 
w'e )ovt. The premier president of Provence jj came 
hither ifom St. Geruictin’s purjiostd}^ to make hisvtom-' 
jdlments on the occasion. J never .saw truer marks of 
friendship. But what iia\e I yet to tell you? Dare I 
do it? 1 flatter myS'cif that the knowledge of your 
dear wife being so perfectly well, will in some measure 
comfort you ; but our amiable duchess de Saint Si- 
mon ^1' lies so dangerously ill of the snrall-pox, that 

* One of inadame do SiMgnc^s women, 

f See his Coiifc rfr l^ila mile, * , 

t Tbe s;uiie who was aftnv'aid- a nua in llio <ou\oni of Si. I^arie 
«f Aix, aiu! iheii tIjk ro ;n ih‘- of 6’2.- 

§} fVuiois Adlij^mir do IMMUtcil, arclibuhcr^^j ofAilcs, adier of die 

ViT<:fR ui«’le 10 M. <!»' Griiowai, ' . ' , 

ii Mo..sit.’ur de pt!.''. * 

Diatui lienrieua <lc dvichef'S of St, Sin, on. 
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hei hfir is deapairied of. i\diicu, iny Ut ar fi k nd ; 1 \^,\vi 
your poor boart to mako something out of all these djl- 
ferent seM[)timonts You know wiinr ’w ith i < ird to ;y (?^^* 
self long aime, Malwrious folks will hnt it, lint 
Blanche d'Adbemai « not likely to be the greatest 
beauty ni the world; and ilie same (AOpk* add, thit 
she veiy much lesembUs jou. It that be the case, 
you viiU Inrdly doubt Of my lo^ ing hei dcaily. < 

LETTER XLIX. 

Tn l4lf SIME. t ^ 

1*11 , I'SlUu}, \tH fl], 16‘'0 

'\oU have a letter fiom youi dear wilt. It is mfre 
lolly thtrefoit to gi\c mv self the tioublc ol willing to 
\uu^ but it IS onl> to let >oii know, that the duchtss 
de St ISiinoti is out ot clmgtr liie d V I wi >tf (o\ou* 
slu had itteiud all ih •* »ci aments, and it was not ( v- 
pecUdthd she*c(«u|d livt two diys. Ivow you may^ 
Without lalei option, en|o\ i 1 the pUasuic the know- 
ledge of mv daiuht<.i's ^ood ht tlth n aSpid ^ou. blie 
hisjusl uciivevt a pieti of ntv^s which is v(rj agrt^- 
abletohtt Slu buu^til \oung Noniaoutier would 
be blind. Slu had in <t niin\ C liristi in and moral ic- 
iK( lions upon the oi. ion, and ft It nil the nid 
conrcui lO d ploraliS la K<.uUnt could ext it f , wlitn, 
alhol j^ud U n, le i< evf\ -d a nxeij(So^e, acqe nnliiig lur 
thJlJI^Oiild sec perttclly well, and that his pooi < yes^ 
whiA had bien m t mannu wa lie I out ot In* lx nMiy 
a xuMcnt dcfluxion, had hi lily ucoMiid tluii 
places agai i ^ if n i^hir* >• h d K n liu m etei. Tpun 
this she d^siu , ti kno\ wlnt she i^, to do with hei le* 


* Amh^'ny Fra la df U TrcmoilU, duVe dk ^o^ mouu r. 
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floctioHE; and complains that they hare broken in upon 
her chain of thoughts; aiKt that^it shows very lUtlc 
consider attoii to come with such news to her before the 
nine days are up : in short, we have ianghect so heartily 
at this oddity, that we were afraid she wouVd have made 
herself ill with it 

Monsieur 1« Grand and marshal Bellefond am to 
have a race next Monday in the wood of Boulogne, 
with horses that outstrip the wind. The bet is no less 
than three thousand pistoles. 

LETTER L. 

To THE SAME. 

Pam, FnJay, Nov,e«, IC70. 

Let us hear no more, I besei'ch ;jou, of this wife of 
yoars ; wc love her beyond all bounds of reason. She 
is very well, and I now wiite to you wholly on iny own 
account. 1 want to talk to you about monsieur de Mar* 
seiUe*, to beg you, by all the confidcTici you have m 
me, to follow my odvire in your conduct respecting 
him. I know the iiianiuTs of the Prove ncials, and the 
pleasure they take in fom< ntin^ diviMons, insomuch 
that if wc are not continually upon our guaid against 
the discourse of these gentry, we are msen^ibly leil 
avay by their semlimcnts, which aie often very false 
and unjust. I can assure you that time, or other n v- 
sons, have made a great alteration in mon<>ieur ^ ar^ 
seille’s temper ; for xome days he has been extr<m€ly 
mild ; and, provided you do not treat him as an enemy, 
you will not fii^d him one* Let us take him at his 

* ToiTssamt de fhibin Jamon, hiahop of Mar5(:i11e, aftctwardi 
^diop and count of Beanvais, caidtaal, sud grand almoner of FrSaie. 
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woVd, till wt^^di^over , tjiat he, does something to cott-*^ 
tradict k; nothing is so capable of .overturning a good { 
intention as to sbuW.a di^^trust of it; to be 
for an enemy, is ofieii sufficient to make a perison, be- 
come one ; every thing i$ then at an entj* and thefe are 
no longed any measures to keep. Whereas confidence 
prompts to good actions ;< we are agreeably aflccted 
with the good opinion of others, and cannot readily bring 
ourselves to forfeit it. In God’s name, open your hedrt« 
and you will perhaps be surprised by a belwiviour that 
you at present little expect. 1 never can think this 
.man conceals any r^njcour in his heart, under so ' 

professions of friendship as he has made us, and df < 
which we had better be the dupes, than entertain false j 
or injurious suspicions. FoHojv iiiy advice; it ianot' 
mine only ; several very able heads recommend this 
conduct to you, ami give you assurances that you will 
not be deceived. Your family is persuaded of it. ' We 
see better into these things than you; so many person^ 
who love you, and have juSt pretensions to good spnso 
'and discemm<ent, can scarcely be misteikeri. 

1 wrote you theKOlher day, that the premier presi- 
dent of Provence had come purposely, on hjearing of 
your u'ife^s being brought to bed, to.make her his com- 
pliments. Nothing can be more obliging, or%thow a 
greater interest in your concerns. We have seen him 
ag^in to-day, and he spoke to in the most frank and 


bind manner p;>Bsib,le, about the alTair' you^ have pro* 
the assembly (of the states of Pri^vence). Ha 
toi^u^ that you had orders .^cnt you to call them to-, 
getker, and be had wiitten to you, to communicate 
his advice on the occasion ; advice w^hich we all thought 
very good. As we can only know men at.first by ibeif 


^wdrda. We shm*d always believe them till they contra- 
dict tbeif words by their actiona; we find sometime* 
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that tho>r na\^ tikm far enemies lie not s>‘i, rnd 
‘■ut aie ihf II lu iifiK a I aimd ot ha\in£^ been mistnlkCP 
|lt i-y NiinitkMi lf> l)t toacU to hate wheit we hart ua- 
\i>ii loi hatu i Ailuu 1115 dear county I li ive truth ou 
0»y sub, which iiiak'-s me so fmpoitunau 

JMcidune dL Coulau^fs wriUs im wjid, tint 
loveim though ti is no mws fo me , \itT ought to 
be j>h is( (I tint join ij mil Inp ioi m tin usist ib- 
scntc uul tin chaim <t i^io erne, ami so r€«iJy to 
show itsdt on iJl o ci i m 

1 lu utilj thank 5 ou for voui kinihifss to I 

bv*i ri.i(]\tcl i it rninv nn Jm» e tompliincnt« on 
tin 01 c ision Ihi kniq has hid oinpi ion on him, 
lu IS n>ioni:;ci in tlic CciH(\s f liut « n js njs liotit\, 
and li\e tomfoitably m Maisn is cmnol lot» 

inuth a[ plane! his piaitsty for this \f ol ^<eidiu^s an 1 
justic* . 


1X11 1 R IJ 

JO JPI SA’^^L. 

Pips, W t ^ncbJi' , T) < i c t 

\i \s ^ is it then my lot to atqu iint a uu w ih the death 
Ol the dutluss ot st biniom of the sni'^ll-pox, aftti 
t )ivn. iin r ei^nlcc n dav j in i siaU soniftnii s ucr^ei- 
m soin-i n< ^ hoi debS ? i^liu aitd jcs id \ i d has 
li 11 tMij-budj inthegicati i ajlnctKnhn iiu h >> 
so amnblt a woman toi jru\bflb I m ifltclid 
to the list dt,uc. \ou know the jk< t Uj,ard | al- 
ways hnl foi hti , it \ou had Uu same, thi men- 
thol y news Diuot tioubk you. 

» M-x k d t ou^aiigis Mas at ui i tui e at I j 1 » 
h See Letter XLll. 
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Father Bom d^loue pr^arhcs dn iiu it tl e T u.lie! cs. 
We ue!e ranch niistaktn m thntUing* tlipt he would n »t 
lu iki. a figure out oi his tennis couit, he suipasscs iiif 
hiiitcly all WL have heaid oi hiiii 

Aflieu, ray deaicst tount, }oui brothei has pre uhed 
laltlv, and has met \Mth t,cntnl and inifiigmd ap- 
piob itjoiK 
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ro nih s\Mi. 

P IS V ’ I , 

hlvDxML DT Coi! Is his toUl iiic se\ti d times that 
M>u loM im mcuily, tint v<u talk of im, tint > ou 
V h me vvi‘'i ^ol ^s I made llu hnt advamts lo- 
t>aids ibis fiK ndsliip, and viofx d \ou the hut, } ou may 
liow luj>|)\ I am to find that joa U-turn tlic par*- 
ti ihtv I Inn so long lia I fm jou All tint you v^tite 
« t \cin daii^lun is admirible, and 1 li id no d mbt t’nt 
th( g) d health of the mothn wo Id comfoit \ou hr 
\our * I'-ippoititrtienh lhejo\ I sh aid l4*»( liad m 
anjin iitiiiq you witli llu biuli of a son, wc dd hate 
btcii too gicit. It would hue be (11 lio\»timg too in my 
hlc^siii^sat once, nnd the phamu I niuiub, tak in 
being the mcsbtn^pi of good mws, woi Id have bcni 
< lined to c\n«s, I sh dl oun bt m th me eem u- 
Viou you i>u\ me m la*>t y ir I ran t lo\e i e\- 
to Hiid iny datgbUa to you it tli s meleii*,t t 
s?1ison of the yt-ai He loo^ h^lt is to lea^i a good 
n^ithei, with whom y^on i»aj e ni sho u \try well sa* 
t ahed, to lun afte r a mm at the i titUcbt end of Fr mcc t 
Igiveyou my woid, no iinj can bo more indteorotiv 
than wch behaviom 1 do lielievo )t>u were greatly^ 
Odncciuel at tin dcatli of the amiable iluchcit^. Iwa<$ 
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80 a^icted myself, that I stood in need of comfozi 
while 1 w'ls tu you about it 

My dau^litti desires me to a(i|uamt you with Uie 
maiiidge of monsieur de Covers that nionsiieui de 
Nevirs, who was so diflicult to be oaoght, who used 
to slip so u txjiecteaiy thiough the hands ol the fair, 
IS at length goin^ to wed And wliom think you ^ 
Not mademoiiielle d’Houdancoui^ noi ytt mademoiselle 
de (jiancei^ but tht \ounjf, the liaiuiMune, tht modest 
tnad<.moiselle ch I hiangcsf, who w \s bioughl up at the 
Abba\i auK i^ois Madime dt ^ ontcspuit has the 
w^diug bokm istd at her house iifiU Suiulay , she 
^JHis as mothi I on the oti is on, and lecencs the ho- 
nours as such Ihe king rt^te ftd ni' nsitur dt Nt ?tis 
U) all hts pohts, so that this bJU, though s c does not 
btirig him a penny ot h rtune, will h woi ti moie to 
him than ihe nchtst lieitess in liante iMadame de 
Moiitespan does wonde^iN m every thing 
1 forbid }ou to wr tt to me . wiitt to m\ d lu^httr# 
and leave me to the ficsedom of writing to yon, with- 
out embarking }ou in a tram of answeis^ which v\ould 
rob me of the picasuie 1 ha%e in acquainting you with 
every little trifle. Continue to lo\e me, my di ai count; 

I dispense with your honouimg my motherly dignity, 
but you must love me , and as^uie yourself that tbeie 
IS not a place m the v>oild whcie you are so dearly be- 
loved as you nre here. 

Do not fad wutjng to madamt de Eiibsac §. Isawr^ 

-s # 

• Ph l»p Julnn Ma?drii 4 MaiKtni, duke of Nevers. v 

f Duoa Gal ncl de daii-,k er cf Clan^l^onor, manjuis^de 

Ti\iAnf;rs, end Gabriel dc Ruchechuuart Murteutoi, sister id madanHi 
d^ Momtespan. 

J rivn inifc\re6s to Leuis XIV 

§ Gal r die Louisi de bt biinoit, diielii ss de Bnssac, dsugbwr Of 
CLod) duks de St, Siftton^ and of Dim Henneits de Budos, 
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her to-day : «he is in a gmat deal of affliction. Star 
mentioned the concern bhe imapfiuei yon would ta in 
at healing of her mother*^ death, 

Mon&teur de Fotx is sometimes at deathN door, sotne» 
times a Utile better ; 1 would not answer for the lives of 
thoserthat have the sroall-pox this year. 

A young son of the landgrave of He^e has just died 
here of a fever, for want of being bled. Uis lady mother 
charged Him, when she went away, not to sutler himself 
to be bled by any one at Pans, lie would not be bled; 
and so he died. 

Woirmoutier \\ irreooveiably bhnd ; madamei^ de 
Orignan^s old retlections mny now come into pibjft 
again. The court ib here, and the king is bo heaiiily 
tired of it, that he iutonds going to Versailles three or 
four times at least every week. 

I'he mareshal de la Fcite says the most unaccount- 
able things * The other day he presented the count de 
St, Paul and lepittt bon^ to his wife, as two young 
persons very piopef to bo introduced to the ladies. He 
made the count dc St. Piui soiue reproaches for having 
been so long without coming to see him. 'Iho count 
made answet, that be had been several times at his 
house, and that he supposed his servaois had not &c- 
quainted him with 

LETTEK UIL 

TG M. DE COU LANGES. 

^ Pans, Mcmdiy, T> 4 x:. 15 , I67S, 

I AM going to tell you a thing ihe most abtoujbliing, tlie 
most suiprising, the moi>t maivehoua, the most miraca^ 

' * Aftermds duLe de Longiteville. 

t 4 name given to the coant de Fiesque, 
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1o!)s, the most m'lsjn t f f in, the most tonfoondin^, the 
must unh( n<) iJ t most sintculrir, li t most cMiJoidi- 

HAij, thv 11 iricu (iibh , the most uiifousttn, the 
gri ittst, tilt leasf, tht lartst, tht most tonimoii, the 
most }njl)hc, tilt most piivati till to-da^., tin most hru- 
i int, tin most inviabh , in shi>it> a tliiuij; of v\hch 

tIuM lb but one i\ampU in past a/es, th d tint not Ji 

t* \ tone iKiihd, i tlnn^ tint v\( (.mint Inlitn it 
Pui-', how tlnn will it cmlit at T\onb*^ 'i tin g 
whn h iinkcs r \ )\ !>% i\ *' lord lTa^<^ mtiis ap< u 
Us 1*^ « hip^wimh tin s tin io\ to in idame 

dt }Vhaii and in uhin <h II n <n i\^ tl in , in fine, 

1 h IS to hanj ( n on lu^t, wlnn tl o-^c who 

aif pii sent will doubt the t\idn'H( ti tU i s nt , a 
thills which, though n is to b <li 1 1 m Si i ( \, }i t pci- 

ln| ‘ w il Ic a tin hnl <n ^u>n(l i\ I c ) ♦ bi 

ni} St It to t( II It 2 oil ^ms^wiitit - lui'tsf tl 
tinus to do it in W Int at i woid *0 <oi( w i ^ 
Well then, I find I n nst u Jl i Mons no <% 1 i 
i;un* lb to In. maiiKil !i^\i ''und ia at tin I( me to 
— — , pia\ guen to win in I rw > you toiii tiinrs to 
do It in, 1 "ivi Aou si\ 1 ' lAt. ym a ^ ndud Viss 
ntadmu dc Coulaiif,<s, *11 isr# di\ ni\ i to iksh. 
j/Cihips It IS niadarm de laVnlleic'' indeed, andara. 
It js iio‘ It IS iiunk 1 elJi <le Ret/ *hcii * !No, 
aoi shentiiln 1 ; Aou aic extnn th pionm d. ‘ loid 
bh s n sa\ }ou, ''wnai stupid wretches \ i aie ’ it 
)s ni kiimst^ • do ColUn all lla whiltd* N.y, nowl 
you ait s^H fntlui fioin ♦!< mark. " Why ifiei?^^ 
must c< tirdv b* jinituno die do Crecpiv You 
hast It not Alt- Well 1 imd 1 must tell >nu at 1 
He lo to hv nwDiul iu\t ^undi}, pt the Loutic, with 


* 4'^Uniiis Non^sp iL Cdiui-ont, luirnub ucFui UillKyUy 
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so 

the kinfl\ Ica^T, to muikmots4.llc, nio -oik (’ 

^ N 

oiaikuioi'^t lie — jjntss, piaj^ {,rt<S^ Ijfi iiauu • h< to 
111 lit ltd to nitwknioistlie, lh« ^leun i(*(i lot'll Ik ; in t- 
iknioi^lio, (idurhu r to the hue JMop m *, , umdeicoi 
stiic, gt uitUdau >luci ui iknry the I\ M* , \a \ h lit 
d’J u, indcloiiioist lit dc Dombfcs matLinoiscUctk 
j>t! "iti, in idomojstlU dH>i!tu*w ni^th * oiati's tio 
Iv»uS(i\ rouain-^ Tiinn, inAtleint (in to the 

throne# niadcin^ sfilc, tho <iiK Un cti in Iiancc th^t 
was woiiby oi nsioui '' i at ^*!oi matt i {or * 
tUk^ HvoishouMht t loi^^n in w a bt dl n wo 

Inx to 1 \ ii a h ill it it i It <# that we an 
a |tst 1 1 YOU, nl I hat i jiKtty jvst it is vutliout v\»t 
iiutnt* 11 , in si nt, A \ou bu^c ti ue‘.l^^U think j<t t 
quite in iht tot wc have uom ]UhI iIiQ iniue 

things ouisi l\es. I aicweli, vou vull hiul h^ the letteis 

;i yj K^-eut ttn post wut^uci v\e tell 50a truth 01 net, 

r 

LLilTil ' TIV. 

irOM M vD\Mi Dr sivio>. I > im i 01 ni nr tv sy* 

l’ n?, Dw<*inb*-r 1 i, I670, 

M. nc Po IP j\n IS help, to whom I hwe spoKtri or^ou 
wi I ))lcaiUie and pani* 1 do n< t tell \oj in \% ii)U< h I 
am iitd a tin thmjji. m ;youi luiluiu, it would be 
1 ki ti * 1 iol 1 iiowkdgi DKiit". 1 im m di span 
^\Uii 1 MP pCi jd( happv. IhfS is not a\ii} nobfr 
bit how whin on n mds rk m jn \.\n 
out suppoit ihnndttslM k<-. ot hi s ni ot k i ^ 1 ihaijlf 

'Snti ki ^onifor itui l i'^ on riyofniy 

dm htci , if M too much ioi <ii inn\ th iti I 

an*\n\ glij\oa amu^c v<»ii Ml \mL/j vi i noble and 

^ Oaaon of Ti «ic«^ Jake t‘ rts, lu»1 •• icn Lcsis \lli. 
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ancient chivalry it is a circum‘>tance ihdit givc^ tnn 
icaLpleasurc. The letter you h'lve clone me the honoar 
ter write, by way of dedication to oui ^'ciiealogy, h 
‘? eiy flattciing and very obliging. I must be 
that i), wholly free from vanity, to be insensible to 
. \vctl-&cai^oH6d piaisc* It so delicate, and so luipp ly 
tujncd, that, w'Uhout ^leat care, it would Lu‘ nrposoible 
not to giw way to the cklicious feelings it and 

to believe, however ex.iogeiati d, that it is not in s»oinc 
degree ju»t- You ought alwtiyb, tdv dear cousin, to 
hate been thus blind; for 1 constantly loved you, 
an^ have net er deserve d your hatred Lt' « ^ say no 
on the subject: you have made amuids ioi the 
past, and in so handsome and natural a way, that 1 ant 
now very willing to hold myself your debioj. Adieu, 
count: It IS a great pity fate should have separated us. 
, We are oatculated to inhabit the same city ; it seomi 
lomt?, as if we understood each other at half a woid. 
I do not opjiPy myself without you, and if 1 eve r laugh# 
it is only a foiced laugh, M. de Pompone appears to 
ntJe very iVHK U interested for you# 1 wish, as mare* 
chal de Grammont says that I could put ivbat is in 
bis bead# into the head of another person whom I 
trould name. 


LETTER LV. 

moM THE sAMa TO V. ns cuettNoas. 

^ Pirn, Fiidiqr# Uec. IR# * 

WliAT is called falling from the clouds, happened last 
night at the Xnillerit's ; but I must go tarther badk« t 
You have already shared in the joy# the transport, the 
ecMasies, of the princess aud her happy Ipvei*. It ms , 
ll^ SA I told you# the e&ir was atade public cm Moa* - 
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Ady, Tueaday p'^&sed m tdkmcf, a tpnisbmcnt, 
and compliAleatSt Wednesday »nademoi<?elle made X 
deed of gift to monsieur dc Lau/un, iincstmg him with 
ceitaln names, and dign!tic'=>, nece^^ary to be in* 
seited m the niaiiiage-contiact, which w^v) di^wa up 
that d'^j She ga\t httn then, fill slie could give Kim 
bomcuung better, foui daelixes; the fiist w lo tliat of 
c ount d’Eu, which eatitli^ him to rutik as firbt peer of 
Fiance; the dukedom ol Montpensici, winch title 'ho 
bore' all that diy; the dukedom ih Saint Tv .^eau; and 
dm dukedom de ChitrllcictuU • the whole valicd at 
twcnly^two mdhoi«<- o( livres. The contiact win 
diawn up, and he look the name ot MontpemudKh 
Thursday morning, winch was ycsteiday, mademot* 
aelte was ui cxpecutkm ol the kirig^ signing the cod* 
tract, as he had said he would do ; but, about seven 
o'clock in the evening, the queen, mon'iieur, and iO-» 
veral oUKdotaids tTiat were about h/m, bad bO peisuadcd 
his majesty that his repuutinii would suSer m this 
affait, that, sending for fnadcnioiselle and monsieur diSi 
Lauzun, be announced to bcfoic the piiuce, thaj^ 
he forbad ihtm to think any farMier of thk marriage* 
Moiibieui de Lau^un icceived the prohibition with 
the re<;pect, siihinis^ion, hrmne'ss, and, at the same tittie^ 
despaii, that could be c\perted in so gicit a levarse of 
foitune. As for niademoiseilc, she ga\c a loose to her. 
feehngs, and bui -t into teais, cues, lamentations, and 
Ihi most violent exprei»3ton3 of grief; she k( eps her 
Lv ml diy long, and takes nutfmig within hci lips but 
a lUtle hioth* What a hut dicajq) is heie' what a gto# 
ndus subject for a ti igtdv, or romance, but i^spectajly 
talking and reasoning ctenMlly ' Ihis is wtiat we dw 
da^ nid night, morultig and evening, wiffioutead, and 
wttiiout intei mission , we hope you do the same, Bjrm 
tan$o vi hactQ U mw . and with this I km you i 
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V<^u aio nov\ pctfutU «<r(aiiiit '1 Mith the lonwxili/' 
4ttor^*of uiad< nioi*)* lie unU oi' a I'^icui dc Lauziui* ii 
IS 4 story Ht U ad t[)icd foi a ind in all the 

luJrs ot tiicaiie ; \\f I uc! <»ut tla aus ai \ •'fcius 
th^otbei day. \\ t took foui iri'.tcad or h u» 

'tx lily hour*?, ijid tin pau vns lunipktt. Was 

a clran^e hcea iii so bhott a time ; nivei was iiisiiti 
hnowo tial an r motion. Ytfu teilainlj neve# le* 
Celled ^o t \({4tui<lmai} a piece of intelligence beiorcu 
M« do I atuon behaved aclmnaLlv , he svppottcrl Ins 
hnisfoit me wilti '>ucli couiage and iiiliepiditv, and at 
the s 4 Uie time bhovied so deep a sonow, mi\cd with 
such piofutind M "ipect, that Lc ha> gamed the aduma- 
tion ol evciy body, Ilis loss is doubtlc's gieat^ but 
tUed the kntg’b iacoui^ which hd has by this inean,pic- 
eeivtd, IS iikewibc* gieat ; so tliat, upon the whole, ins 
coiidilioit does u<>t seem so %eiy clcploiable> l^laduiioi* 
i^lle too lias Uha\id cxtienudy on her side. She 
has wcpl much and billtily; but yebUida\, foi the 
iwsttnm.sht r< luioi J to jiay hci dut} at the Luu\ie, 
‘ ^fyfi lining iecei\(d the tisits ol cverj one there; 

|hc aliun i. all ovt^Fi Adicq. 







LETTER LVII. 

ro IHB S^ML. 

Fbkiii» W*dms(U}, Pecu dl, I6f0« 

I lI\^r recuved youi ansvieis to my kltcrV. I can 
casiU conceive the asionishmuH you ^ere lU at \vlia( 
pasbcil bilw^en the 15th and 20th of this mouth ; the 
subject; c died ior il till. I admit e likeviise your peno- 
liatJou nn 1 jud^cnieiit, in imagining so great*ania(hine 
could i)t\ei Mippoit itself Jiom Monday tp Sunday. 
ModcsU pi CM util my, launching out in yotu praise^ 
this h( ad, he i luso 1 said and thought ex u tly as you dutr^ 
1 told 1 ) 1 } dan htci on Monday, Ihis will ue\<fV goon 
asilblmuiddotnlSuiiday; Ividl wage i, notivith standing 
tins w^diling s(Mns to be <5ure, tkit it will never come 
to a < oiiclusion.'' In cQccl tTie sk} wa^ o\cicvhi on> 
riiui^ 1a\ morning, and about tvn o\locl(> I told vcmh 
the cloud buisl. That very day 1 went about nine m 
the morning to pay my lotpccts to m idemoiselie, hav- 
injT been infoimcd th it she was to go out of tovvn to be 
(nunicd, and that lac coadjuloi of Rhiims * wag to|ior- 
form the 1. 1 iciiionyc 1 hes»e were the resolves on Wed- 
nesday nijiht, but matters had been deteinimcd other- 
wise at the Louvie evei since Tuesday Mademoiselle 
was wiUing; she nude me place rayseU on my kneeg 
at her bed-side , she told me to whom she was writing, 
\i^Ki upon what subject, and also pf the fine presents she 
h 'i made the night before, and the titles she*had 
contuii 1, and as there was no miteh iii any of tlm 
cdurts ot l.uiope tof hei, she was lesolvcd, she SttuS, ^ 
provide foi helseil. She related to me, word forwojd. 


* Chuilc« Maunct Ic TelUt,rt 
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a convemiioii flbe h^A hdd with the Jcing» and a{>pea#<r 
evt overcome vvnb jo}, to think bow happy ahe ahontd 
tUiak^ a man of menr. She |}ient](Plied> with a greai 
dtal of tendeiiKbs, the worth and gratitude of Je 
l*au/im To which I made her this iiwwer : ** Upon 
my woid* snademOistlle, youi highness seems quite 
happy ! but why w as not thi<» affair finished at once 
last Monday } Hd not yoa perceive that the delay 
Will give time and opportunity to the whole kingdom to 
tatk, and that U is absolutely tempting God^ and the 
kmg> to piotract ui afldir of so cxtraoulinary a nature 
as this IS to so distant a period She allowed me to 
the light, but ^as 60 'sure of success^ th it what I 
^said made litth or no impiession on hei at the time 
She rcpi atid the many amiable qualities of monsiqiir de 
laufiJun, and the iiobU bouse he was descended fronu 
To which 1 replied m these hnc& of (Yineille^s Po- 
ly euties „ 

Da Iboins on nc la ( eat bkiner iTua nuim us choix, 

Polreuctr a du nuin, «t sort du sang dc 8 u is 

Her ohirUOc of hun no one can suifely bJam^ 

Wbo apoiigs from VingSy and boasts a noble natiie 

Upon which she embraced me tenderly. Our conver- 
sation lasted abott an hour It is impossilile lo repeat 
all that passed between us, but I may w ithout Tomty 
8a\, tbit my company was agreeable to her, for 
her Ik art w is &o full, that she was glad of any onr 
to uubuitheii it to At ten o’clock she de\ oted lUb:i.time 
totlie nobilii\, who tiowded to pay then compliments 
to her. She w aiud ill the nioinmg for news from eomt* 
bot none tame. All llie afUinoon she amused herself 
With putting ^f. de MontpmsierY apaitment in oidtr, 
which she drd yyiih htr ouu hands. You know what 
happened ^ night. The ne\t moiiung, wlueh was Fri- 



^ jnf 

iVatted «pon tuld fottftd her in bed; 
gftef HdonbhMl at seeing nte; she called me to hef^ 
embraced and whetmed me with her tears. '' Ah f** 
Said sbe« ^ you revnemSer whniyon said to me yelter^ 
day» M^lut Ibre^ght ! what trnei foresight In short 
she made me wee()> to see her weep so Tioleittly. I 
have seen hei twice since ; she still contimms ui great 
a<flictton> but behaves to me mto a person that sympw^ 
ihised with her m lier distress ; in which she is not mis« 
taken, for 1 really feel sentiments for her tW are sel- 
dom folt fof jpersoiis of such superior rank. This how« 
ever between us two and madatne de Coulanges ; for 
yon are sensible that this chit-chat w^ould appear ridt« 
cutous to others. 


LEITER LVIII. 

TO MOHSlEUa HE OaiOltAK. 

Pans, Fricky, Jan. 10? L. 

At.\s! tlic poor dear child is s^tiH with "me, for it wm 
utterly impossible for bei, do what she would, to have 
i>et out the lOlh of this month, as she all along hoped 
and intended to do. The rains have beeD> and are stillj^ 
so voiy violent, that ^ it would have been downright 
X folly to have attelnpted it. The nvtVs me overflow^; 
the roads are all under v,dUx; and the carnage-tracks 
^ covered, that she would have rtm tbe risque of bemg 
overt JT^d in every fbtd. in shorty things are m sdeh 
^ a state that madamc^de Rochefort, who is at hef couiaH^ 
try jseat, a»d is absolutely wild to be m Pans where 
ste IS expected with the greatest impatience by bef 
husband and* mother, does not dare to ^entare till the 
road^ are a little ‘safer. Indeed the winter is perfectly 
dreadful. We haveitot bad an houi*s frosty bo^thdrc 



bf^-eti A contiiiual deluge ot rain twxy day. Nut 
e boat CijiH pa‘'-» urdci .uiy of biulgca; 4hc arches cf 
th^ Punt Ntuf tiro n a itiaunct ctruked lift. ||i shor^ 
itis ^grntil>u ^ more than common. I onn to yoo^ that 
AMing tho scan on so >m\ inclement^ 1 warmly oppo^tnl 
In t aeiiiOf]; out. I wot Id acit iiU>p In fot the cold« the 
ditU or the f^itigues of ii«<. jouincy , burl imlhmlty 1 
would nut liavo her diown^d. Yet, stiong as the rea- 
sons «jU6 lor her stay, nmhiiig eoi Id have ptc vailed 
on her bad not tljc (oadjiilm, wim is to go with her, 
been engaged to petfotm the inauta'j;u cuen.t ny of bU 
cOnsin dUluitouit *, wltiCh is to b< solenmi^d at the 
Xanuie ; ln<)n%^leul <le Lconm to i»tand proxy. The 
king has spoken to the c< idjutoi upon this .^ubjeet; but 
the allan has hten put oH day afiei dav, and may not 
fm«<btd dus weik My p<iordaughtti is m sncdi ex- 
treme ijitpatience to be gom, that the time she now 
p<isfeg witfc us cannot he called living ; and if the coad- 
jutor dees f¥>t disenga »e himself ftoin tins same wed- 
d}ng> I think 1 sr‘c hei le.u^y to commit an act of folly, 
by scumg otit without him It would he mo extraordi- 
nary to goby herself, aiul so fahppy on the contia'K to 
have a brothet^m-fla'v to accompans her, tint I ^ball 
(io,aJl 111 my pofwci to prevent then si^paration. In tlie 
mean time, the \valcTs may be a hitle drained oft. Put 
I cun assuic \ on ihat I base no •^ort of jileasure in bur 
^ company. I kn^w sW must leave ^s ; all that passes 
Wow IS mere cc icmony and pieparanun ; we make rj 
^aitfos, wc take un atiiu-i nu nf, our hearts .iMUeavy, 
jind we la k of nothing but rams, bad loarK, and diead- 
ful slot Its of pt i*suns ssho line los»t their h\is 
tempUng to pass tbim. In a word, though I love her 

^ Maj^ I Hemirtti of LoiiSinf, inainul th« IiKxutry 

to Nb^ifio AI'UKS Piixjip J.e ttuLo of C«dav«t m 




y«lt vKH|»aw'ki ber w i ^ ,^bft 4^n|MMl % VBf 
ntOitAsiim top, 'TMiw ftw,i9l»>«3udq^ «9l 

vwtutiom wbb «hi4b life w «ib«q«(tif«Mit ‘«fiy 

devwitcOMItWlifenfMH^^ the leogw i4 my 

lettnrs; ] ri»tt«r myseU^a fcnom feam wb»iw>i»«« 
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ntOM VJtbAiiK Ml tferui^i T« tbs covnt ot *««nr. 

r . ^ ^wmqra), tan. 

Owcb 1 v«iy iiiveb ftramve your ,i«Mim«Wi 
tirritbif S'lR^e l^rt^of (MAT nuii%< T« yba. 1 wiib' 
tbe contmaMio»«f y«m'i>bih>«i)|||y)> mftM ^ 
continuance of feioa^abljlt. by 

destroyed, leti»d6wfamW»i«iJ1:^‘kiei^eilgiewidrtmfti 
and IS rooted in oyr bon^ daughter aendt fob a 
tboaBam] J^ea^rtoeoajjMf bdi^ She is goiaf'to' 
Shjst batefel Prarmick' 1 «k 40 c<«imioble<at 
ti|at1oD. 1 embTooe otjjiev 
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M^DAMJg 0C «(E^1 (*n 4. 10 0L OftlG'fAN. 

P-iui, Friday^ I < b 6, 167 )* 

^Iv diflFlictiOil vroul<] be light indoccl if I i%ere capable 
of giving you a cle:»crtptimi of it. 1 sltall not therefore 
attempt u. 2 tieatch evtry where in vain for my dear 
child ; 1 lee her not ' and every 6tep ahe tak(<> carries 
h^r suH fiiiUu-i frcHii me!, 1 letumecrto bamt Maiy':* 
lialf dead, weeping all the way; I thought my very heait 
soul had Ueui torn fiom me* Good God ’ hove* 
cruel a separation is thi^! 1 begged it> he alone; they 
led me into madame Htiusset’s apaiiment, where they 
made a file, Aums ^taid with oie^ hot without Hpeak*** 
ing a wonl, for that was our agrt empiif. J pas))ed five 
whole hours ui thin nianner, tviiliout ceasing to Kigh 
or sob: eieiy thought brought death with it. I wrote 
to M. de Gngiian, you may eatily guess m what style. 
Then 1 wont to madame de la Fayetto's, who teticwed 
my aotrows hv the inteiest she took in them. Mie 
was alone> indisposed, and iii afilu tion for the death of 
a i^istir: the veiy Mtuaiioii 1 could have wi’^hed hei to 
be in. iVlotisieui do la liochc toucauU came ; they talk- 
ed to mt of noihmg hut you, how much reason 1 had to. 
^ be conuu]ied» and of tlitir inlonding to speak in a pTo-* 
pl^ manner to Mellusina You may take my w oid thd( 
she Will have it pretty haodsi^ely : d^ilaci^ue^life wiM 
give you a full account of the afiairn About eight 
o’eWick 1 came home, but, ah I think what I filtyoh 
going up Plans’ Ibat room which 1 used to enter with 

¥ 

* Maduae de Mmns^ to mademnbells de Moot Jiis, fenaid of 

ho^j^ur^ chlel f»vount« topi^ocess Etiglsod, 



sucb pleasure/ tv as Arpcii to me indeed* but I found 
eveiy thing in it disordered and desoiate* and yottr 
sweet little girl fbere» Tvho jput me <9o lu mind of my 
own. T4rmk wbat I sullered ! the night passed in mourn^ 
fal vigils^ and the ti^uramg light found me fn the same 
stale of doiipondency. The afternoon 1 passed uuli 
madame do la Troche * it the Arveiuil. In the evening 
Jjreceiv^ your letters, which renewed to4.vinlence of 
my first emotions 1 slmU finish what I im now writ- 
ing this oxening at IVL de Coul whert> I ^latl piek 

up s<Hne n<nv5 for you ; thoug|), iiom the concern \ott 
have lcft*evcry one in hind you, 1 might, if 1 would, 
fill my leiu r with compliments. 

< 

Fiiiiiiy night* 

The nexvs that I am now about to impnit to yon, I 
learned at nndame de i,avardm*<«. Madame de la hay- 
ettc told nir, that she and M de la R,ochefou(au!t had 
vesterday a conversation wiljh Mellua'iia, Uit pntMu- 
lars of which cannot easily be couimitud to wutmg: 
but you mtty suppose that she Was seiy iuulU « »ii- 
ioond^d at the consciousness of hei wukf*<l behavloui, 
whu-h w,'s laid open to her without Uie lesone. 
She thinks hciself very happy m whal was offtfn\I her, 
and ’very readily came into it^ xvhich i**, iliat shejrhdJl 
the hituie observe a strict mIcuco, and on this ton-' 
Anon, no more wijl he said to h^ 6f the ailair. You 
ii |ve triends here that hav^inteiesfed themseUes in Uia 
warnie''L tjanner in youi bchall : 1 do not find mio that 
has not a veiy gicat love and esteem foi you, and that 
docsjnot sympathise with me in my gnet I have tvit 

« d( Vai^pufn, widiw of dir tu»r^U 4 > dc *i TdcIh-, of the 

houM oi Sav<»ti 6 rd m Atoenu Sht lu I iktm n^Btid i larslui^ who W99 
kitUsl the isth pnuhW 1691, at the betiic of Lciize , end we** 
offker ofgre&t tnent. 
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yel been any where but at midame de la Fayette*!!* 
AU our friends strive to find me uob and get me with 
them; but 1 dread it like death. I entreat yoiii» my 
dear child, to take care of your health ; preserve it for 
my sake, and do iv>t give way to those rrufj neglects, 
which may have fatal coiisoqtiLhces. I embrace yoit 
with a tenderness that is not (o^e equalled ; no oflence, 
I hope, to the most ttndt r. 

The mamage aftfdcs b**tw'een mademoisellf* d'Hou- 
dancourt and monsieur Veniadoui ivere sigru'd this 
morning. The abbd do ( ’Jiambonnas also was thi«> moi ii- 
mg nominated to the btshopiK of Lodevc. The prin- 
cess'^ wdll set Out on Ash-Wednosday for Chdireauroux^ 
whore the prince is desirous site should make some stay. 
M. do la Mar^meiie succeeds M. d^Ehtampef, who & 
dead, in his place in ttie couiu il. Madame de Ma^atiti 
corqes to PatH to-iRight; the king hai* dcclaied himself 
her protector, and has sent u carriage, w'ltli a military 
escort, }o bring her from Lis. 

t have a piece of ingratitude to inform you of that 
« wall not displease you, and of which I shall taako a It*- 
bora! use when I write roy book upon that su)>ject 
Marshal d'Albert has detected madainc not 

on!v in a commute of gallantly with moiiSicur de Bc- 
thune, which he would hitherto m ver credit, but like- 
wise in having reported of madanie Scarron and hii% 
the worst thingo imagmab^^- She has endeavoured 
do them both oH the ill offices that were in ii«‘r pow*^ ; 
'Which has hern proved so dearly, that madathe Skrar- 
ronaud all the Richelieu family have resolved to ^ee her 
no more. Here is a woman fallen indeed! howjuver, 
she has this consolation, that she has contributed largely 
to bring it upon her bet self. 

W * 

* Chn Qeuientuui 4e Msitje piince^ of Coa«l^. 
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ro lus KAiiir 

'FMy Mniuby^ Feh. 1^7 

I HFcttviB your kttelrs lA tbe s^e way m wbicb you 
roceired my ring. I Am m tear) wfhtl^ I read thmU* 
My heart seems ready to bur*>t« Bystanders wouU 
think tliat you had Irt^ted me tli m yoUi Utters^ or 
were <tick, or that some ac^Kljpat had happened to you ; 
whneae f^very thinj, h the reverse. You love mo^ my 
dear child^ you loire mc^ and you tell me so m a manner 
t]iat makes my tears flow m torrenK You continue 
your journey without any disagreeable iccident To 
know thi$« ts the thing 1 could the most dcsiire ; and yet 
am I m this deplorable condition t And do you then 
take a pleasure m thinking of me ^ m talking of me i 
and have more saiisfaetion in writing your sentiments 
to me than tn Ulbng tbm^ In whatever way they 
comoj they meet with a lecejptiou, the warmth of which 
can oidy be known to those who loTe as 1 do. In ex** 
pressing yourself thus« you make me feel the greatest 
temleincss for that is possible to be lilt: and if 
you think of bo assured that h on m> ndOi^ 
\m continually thinking of you. Mine ts what the doii^ 
TOtees call an habitual thought , it isirtiat wc ouglitto 
have for the Divine Beings were we to do our duty. 
Kothing^is cap'ible of divertitg me from it* 1 see your 
carriage continually diiving on* never^ never to come 
neai^er to me; I fancy myself on tbe roach and am al« 
ways ill apprehensions of the carriage oieriurning. 1 
am almost distracted at the violent rams wt, tiave had 
the la#three days, and am frightened to death at tlm * 
thoughts of the Rhdnew i have at this imttant a 
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ijefoitj life"; I k*>ow every place you $l^p it. To- 
»ight.you are at Nevers, Sunday you ^0 be at Lyons,' 
^whefe you will receive this I'CcmM cu^ly 

"to you at Moolina by madame de Gueneguad. .* i Imve 
had bi»t two lettei*s from you ; perb^ a third is on the 
road ; they are my comfort, I ask for no other, 

I am uttOrlj^- incapable of seeing much company Ala 
time ; I may r^coy^r the feeling hereafter, bat it is out 
of the <yiestiori now/ The duchesses of Verneciel and 
Arpajod have used all their endeavours to divert me, for 
which I am much obliged, to them : never surely were 
there better [>e6|)le tbmi in this country. I was all the 
day on Saturday at madnme de Villars^, talking of 
you, and weeping ; she takes a great share in my scurf 
row. Yesterday 1 heard monsieur d'Agenf preach, 
and w^aa dt.madame de Ppisieux and madame du ]?ui* 
du-Fou^si who both send you a.Uiousand rcinembrapccs. 
This evening I shall, sup J in the Faiutbourgs. 

These are iny carnival#. ^ 1 have a mass said for you 
every day. This is tto superstilioua devotion. I have 
seen Adbemar § but fbr a moment j 1 am going to write 

* Marie ^4^ Bplieibftd, tnerchione^s of VllUta, mother to the late 
marshal of riWw, 

■f* Claude Joli, a celebrated jireacher, aftenvanls bislK^pof Agtm. 
j Widi mudaiiic de la Fayette. , 

' ^ JoaepK Adhdmar de Moniieit, brother to‘ M. de Griguan, known 
Hhttl.y the name of Adhdufiar, «A8, after the dcatli of Cliarlea Philip 
d’AdWniar his biodiqr^ which happi^ned the 6th of Filwiiary 
called \hc chevaVfiex dc GtVgnaoi^ut being aherwarda uinTt'*2. to ^ 

dT^nuhoa, he resumed tl\e name of count Adlidmar. lu 167 ^ he was ro* 
Wei to a fcgintent of h.OTs»c,'at the head of which he ai^'alssed him- 
self on several'Occstsions, janictdarly at the battle of AlteiiibpiTO« *He 
WAS made field-marshal ih 1668 t,^and, h>d not tt)H‘ated attacks of the 
gout prevciucd him from cuQtinuin;^ in tljc service, he would d<'>ubt)ess, 
from his reputation; 'tufttU, ami illustrious birth, ha\e^ ol^i^ the 
';tfioic coaudeittble military honours.' He died without tsade the 18th 
Nolrembcr 13, ut tfe6 age of «ii3y^t)uv% ^ 
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w h!m> and th;;ink him for bw bed ; for which I am 
moie obliged to bun e\en than you aic. If you would 
gite me icat pleasure, take caie of your health* sleep 
jti that little i^nug bed, eat broth* and exert that con- 
lagc which X Want* Contmue to write to me. llie 
fill udships you left behind yb^hert , am all increased ; 
aud 1 riiould nivtr have done with compliments^ if I 
were to tell you bow much ever^ one is concerned 
about 3 our health. 

Mademoiselle d^Harcourt wasjfnarned the day before 
^csterda} , thete was a grapd souper m mmgre given to 
the whole family. \ esterday there was a grand ball, 
and at night a supper foi the king and cjueen, and 
ladies ol the court* who were extiemcly brilliant on 
the occasion ; it was one ol the most splendid entertain* 
ments that could pos-itbly be seen. 

Madame d^il**** is gone off in the greatest despair# 
She had lost all hei friends* and was fully convicted 
of what madame Scan on litid so long defended her 
against* and* m short* of every kind of treacheiy ima- 
ginable Let me know when you have received my 
letters X shall seal this presently » 

Mrmdsy night. 

I shall make up my packet before I go to the*!* lux* 
kbourgs, and shall diuct U to the. mtendant ol I.yons 
H am charmed n ith the distinction you oliservc in j our 
letters itspectingme Ah* my dear* I desene it* for 
the disfinguishing love I hear you 

1 must now toll you whnt I learned concerning the 
cnaert ijnnient yesteiday The courtyards belonging 
to the hotc I de Guise were illqiniitafed w I'h upwards of 
200(> lamps Tjie qUeen went first of all into th^ apart* 
mentiif madame deGuisi* which was lighted and de* 
totaled in a most sumptMous manner; the ladiea of the 
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court wcr^^all ranged ronud Jicr mnjrsty on their Vnees> 
without any di^iuotion of rank. Supjier was served in 
that apartruent. There wens forty ludihs at table ; the 
‘jjjpper was very magnificent. The king entered^ and 
Jookid gravely round the room> without sitting dun n to 
table. After sapper th^ Company went to an upper 
apartment, where every thing was prepared for the 
ball. The king ted out the queen, and honoured the 
assembly by dancing three or four courants, and then 
returned to the Loune^th usual attendants. Ma* 
demoiselle was not there*. This is all 1 know of the 
entertainment. 

I am resolved to see the countryman from SuUi, that 
brought me your letter yesterday. 1 intend to give 
him something to drink, I look upon him as a happy 
creature in having seen you. Ah> what would I give 
could 1 see you but for a momentl and how do I regret 
the moments I have lost! 1 form draifons* to myself 
as well as other people, Oirvalf has heard of the 
all^ir of Mellusinai lie aays^ you are rightly served ; 
that he told you of the jests she made of you at the 
first Iying*tn, but you would not hear a vrord of it ; 
ftom which time he never came near you. That crea* 
ture has long spoken ill of you, but nothing couM per- 
suade you of it but your own eyes. And our coad- 
jutor too, will you not undee it up with him for my^ 
sake ? Do you not yet find him to be Seignor Corbeau 
I earnestly wish to see you friends again. tny 

dear child, for Heaveji’s sake, tell me, is every posn*-^ 
ble care taken of you ? But there is no believmg you 
in what relates to your health. So, you would not maLe 

^ A familiar expieulon between the mother and daughter, foi lex- 
ttion or aiuuf ty. 

f The count d^Avina. ^ 





use of tRis tM ? Tins is jost lifcfe JOOt Jettittg «ne send 
for inadamc Robinet. * Adieu, my dearest cki}d! the 
only passiuii of iky soul, the joy ^ anxiety of my 
life I 


LETTER LXII. 

TO Tn£ SAME, 

Paiki Friday, Feb. 11* l67n 

I HAVE received but three of those delightCul letters 
that so aflect my heart- One is stiil on the road. If I 
were not so font! of them, and loth to lose any thing 
that you write me, I should not think 1 had lost much ; 
ibr nothing can be w ishcd for beyond what I find in 
those I have "already received. In the first jplacei they 
are well written, i\m\ are liesides'so tender, so naturaL 
that it is Impossible not to behove every thing contained 
iatUem; Distrust itself would here stand convinced. 
T’hcy wear that air of truth which, as I have always 
maintained, carries authority with it; while falsehood 
and lies skulk under a load of wa^rds, without having 
the power of persuasion; the more'they attempt to show 
themselves, the more they afe entangled. Your ex- 
pies’jions are sincere, and they appear Iso ; they arc 
used only to exi^lain your meaning, and receive an ir^ 
Resistible force from their noble simplicity. Such* , 
»y dear child, do your letters appeat to me. If ray 
words have the same po^er as youm^ | am confident 
the trutift they convey* must have had their usual eSect 
with yoij. I will, not Have you say^ that I was a cur- ’ 
taiilihai conoealed you; so^uch the worse if I con- 
cealed you; you appear still more amiable now that 
curtain is drawn asWe ; you require to be discovered to 
appear in yoor true perfection. This is what we have 
said a thotts^d timeiii of you# for me^ 1 appear to 

r 5 
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myself quite nakerf, <Jivested of every thing that hisule 
toe agreeable : I am ashamed to appear in society ; and 
notwithstanding the, endeavours that have been used to 
bring me back to it, 1 have latterly been like one just 
come out of the lirbods ; nor could I be otherwise, lew 
arc worthy of understanding what 1 feel ; 1 have sought 
those cho$en Jfew, and avoided all others. I have seen 
Guitaut and his wife ; they have a great* regard for 
you ; write me a word or two for them. Two or three of 
ihe Grignaus came lo see mo yesterday. I have given 
Adhemar a thousand thanks for lending you hU bed. 
We did not examnio how far it might have been his in- 
tercst to have disturbed your quict» rather than to ha\ o 
contr^luilted to it ; we had not spirits to support the jest ; 
but wiafb tery happy that the bed had proved so good 
a One. I fancy you are at Moulins to-day ; if so, you 
Will receive one of my letters. I did not write to vou 
at Bnafre; if I had, it mu^t lia\e been on that cruel 
Wednesday, the very d^y y®®t set olfj and I w’as so 
Overwhelmed with gnef, that I was incapable even of 
tasting the consolation of wilting to you. This is the 
third letter; my second is at Lyons. Be suie 3 on let 
me know if you recoivo tliem. Whin at a dib*ance, 
we no longir langh at a letter beginning with, licceiicd 
yours, &c. *lhe thought of your going still farthti ami 
faither horn me, and of seeing tho carnage continually' 
diiving on, i 5 Wbatf harrows me most. You aie alw^a^p 
going on, and at last, as \ou say, sou will find youV 
iseif a^ two hundred leagues^ distance from me ;* resolved 
therefore not to suffer such injustice vritbotil repaying 
It in my turn, I sliall set my5»^lf about removing father 
off too, and shall do it so efftetuaily, as to make* it 
three hundted. A very pretty' distance, you will say! 

\ And would it no^ be a siep' highly worthy the lo\e I 
have for you, to undertake to' tiaver^i, all I'rauce lofind 
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you <Mit ^ lam delighted at the reconciliation between 
you and the coadjutor ; you know how necessary 1 al- 
ways thought it to the bappmCas of vodr life. Pre* 
i>er\e this tieasure with care : you own yourseljf charm- 
ed with his gowlnc«K ; let turn see you Aie not ungrate- 
tub I shall soon finish iti^ letter , perhaps when you 
gctio Lyons you will be so giddy with the honours 
\ou will reneiee there, that you will not find time to 
lead it, find enough however, I beseech you, to let 
me hear of you, and whether you embaik upon that 
hoirible Rhone 

• Wcdikcsday nlg^t. 

I have this nicmcnt re<<.»ved yours fiomNogcnt, it 
was given me by a very honest fellow, whom 1 ques- 
tioned as much cs I could, but your letter is worth 
more than any thing that could have been told me It 
was but just ice> my de<u, that ^ ou should be the first 
to make me snijic, after hiving cau^std me so many 
tear'^. What you till me of if^onsieur Busclie v> quite 
original, it is what may be calledii gtnuinc stioLo of 
eloquence. 1 did laugh then, I own, and 1 should be 
ashamed of it, had 1 done any thing else than cry for 
this week past. 1 met this monsicui *Busrbe m the 
sticet when he was bringing youi boises for you to set 
out, I stopped him, and all in tears a&ked him his 
jpome , w Inch he told me. ** Monsieur iiiischi said 

sobbing ill the while, ** I fecommend tpy daughter 
to you* care j do not, dear morwieur Busche, do not 
ovejturn bei ; and when you have takep her sarfi ly to 
Lyons, if you v^ill call upon me witfi the agueable 
news, I will giro you something to d^k I shall 
thuetore <citain]y do so. What you say of lum haa 
greatly added to the respect 1 iiad loi him before. But 
yoj are not well , you have not slept lately. Choco- 
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late will jo you good ; but then you have no cbocolale* 
pot: I hate thought of that twenty times ; what will 
you do ^ Ahi my poor child^ you 'ate not mi6tatue& in 
thinkrng my mind la always ^employed about ^o\x, li 
you were to see ine^ you would see me continually seek* 
ing those who love to talk you ; if you were to hear 
ine» you would hear mo continually talking of you my* 
self. I have not yet seen any of those who want to 
divert me; that^Sj^ in other vsords> who want to pie- 
vent my ^hinkmg of you ; for 1 am angry with them 
for It. Faiewelh my lovely child, continue to write to 
me, and to love mt. 

LETTER LXIIL 

TO IHF same. 

Pant, TliundsT, F< b. 1 2, ’ 67 1 . 

Tins IS only a Imo precursory, for I shall not write to 
vou litl to-monow ; but I wish you to know what 1 
havffe lUst hcaid. 

Yi;3terday the piesldent Amclpt, after having made 
Ai^^reat nuinbci of towards night found himself a 
good deal oat of Older, and wa* s»oon altei Wards seized 
With a \io!ciil apoplectic fit, of which he died about 
eight oM0( k this moining. 1 would you v^ritc tcy» 
Ins witc, the whole family are in the greatest 

The duchtss de la Vahere ‘lent a htUr to the kin^ 
the ront'^ntsk of which have not tianspirtd, a.id theilli 
^ i>y mauhal de Bellefond, *to say, 

that she would hace (|mtled the court, after having 
mvt the honour oi Ins c;ood opiniooi had she been able 
to pievad with herself 10 sec him no more ; but that her 
'^Weakness ou that head had been so groat, that she was 
V aucly capable escu now of making a saciifice of it to 
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her 0od : she Mm re^lve(l» howeterj that the rtmains 
of the passion she hid felt for him should constitute 
part of her pcmnce, and, as she had devoted her youth 
to him, it conU not be thought much if the re$t of her 
life were fspcnt in cares for her own salvation/" The 
jkmg nept bitterly, apd seatlhontiear Colbert to Chail«< 
lot, to beg her to come durecily to Veraatiles, that he 
might speak to tier once more. Monsieur Colbert ac-* 
cordingly conducted her thithen The king had a^nhoie 
houi’s conversation mth her, and wept a great deal* 
Madame de Monie<«pan tan^with oiicn arms, and leara 
in her evo«5, to receive licr* \Ve do not rightly under- 
stand all ihts Some sny she will remain at Versailles, 
and continue about the couit , others that she will nj- 
turn to Chadlot. We hball sic. 

LLTTLR LXIV. 

TO TVL 

^ Irida^jFeb n, 

Frora JKpnsiLur cle ( q itsngei^' hOu«e. 

MoNMLUtt DL CautA\oi'» wishes me to wnte to you 
once mou at Lyon**. I consul e you, my dear thiM, >1 
you think of taking boat, to go down to the Pontdu St. 
Lspnr Have pity on me, and take cue ot \ ourself if 
t you would iiuc rat live You havf so thoroughly con- 
’ viiiced me of the you hast ioi ra<, that Ithmk, 
out of^icp’aid to my ease, you will not hsuard your 
own safely. Pray let tAe know hOw you conduct your 
bark Ah, how dear, how piecioub to me is that little 
tfark, winch the Khone so cruelly rairks away frma 
ire * 

I hca\ there have biFcn fine doings, but it laoniy by 
hcdrsav, fot I did not &ee It. 1 have been &0 unao* 
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ciable that I could not bear four pcopio at a time in a 
roo^. I was in the chtmney-cori^r at niadatne 3e la 
JaycUe's. McJlusina’s nflair is inN:ie hands of liOng-* 
Jade *, al’ter having passicd through those of monsieur 
tie la Kochefoucault and d^Jiacquevillo, ^Ij^ui’e you 
she is very mtu h coiifounded and^ thoroughly^ despised 
by all who have the honour to know In r. 1 have not 
seen madarne d*Arpajon yet : her conUsIlted and happy 
mien jdoes not suit me. It was thought ihat the ball on 
Shrove-Tuesday would "have Iiren put of} ; never was 
so universal a dulness. ] bolie\e your absence occa- 
sioned it. Good heavens, what a number of compli- 
ments have I to mahe you! ho\\ ninny good wi'=’hcs ! 
how ma^y longings to hear from you ! what praises 
besloi^cd on you ! 1 should never ha\o done were 1 to 
itaine all the good people, male and female, by whom 
you are loved, esteemed and adored ; bur, 'whtn you 
have put them all together, be assuiCrl, my d^r child, 
th^ are nothing in compaii'^ou of what I hel lor you. 
1 dever lose sight of you a moment, I tlwnk on you in- 
cessantly, and in such a manner! 1 imbraced your 
little girl, and she kissed me again ; and she acted your 
part in this scene extremely well. Do you know I lose 
the dear creature, when 1 think to whom she belongs ? 

LETTER LXV. 

TO THE SAmV, 

risbrumy is, 1701. 

J ENTHKAT you, my dear child, to be careful of your 
eyes.' Mine, as you know, will be at your jbeiMcc t?il 
they close for ever. You must be aware, my loie, 


♦ A j^Jtrson particularly atfa'liwl to the liousc of liOuiilOD, and nliO 
wiiyiftcn>ar(h made seirrtaiy to the cabineu 



thal litaifi% lift which yw writ<*, there is no read- 
ing your tears* To the natural tender* 

ness and afihcmrlf have* for j*on, joirt.tbe little dreoni* 
stance of persuaded that you love me with 

eqtipl judge what 1 must feel. Wicked 

girl ! ccyi^al from mo the preddas 

treasureaipIP^^ of? Are you afraid I should 
die with jnyi|ljj|^gbt you not rather to be aft aid 1 
should die wilft gncf, lest 1 should ever see it other- 
wise ? D*Hacqueville vs ill witness for me th^ dcplorai* 
blc. state he once saw me in ; Imt let me quit these me- 
hncholv reflections, and enjoy a hh s^ng without which 
hfe would be heavy and insupportable. These are not 
wnords, but truths. Madame de Ouenegaud has told me 
of the condition she saw you in on my account ; retain 
the cause» 1 conjuie you ; but no more tears ; they 
are not so good for yiui as for me. I arn now be- 
come pretty reasonable! 1 keep up my spints upon 
occasion, and am sometimes for four or five hours to-* 
gether like another peison ; but a small matter makes 
rue relap$c ; a leincmbr^octv a place, a wordi ft thoftj^ht 
half smothered, but especially a letter fiom yoft> or 
even one of my oym while I am wiidag^ or aayijf{ersou 
tint speaks of jou ; these are the rocks and quidtonds 
of my fortitude, and they very frequetufyHfeU ,in my 
way. I see madame de ViUars frequently j I anft fond 
I of bein^ with her, because she enters mto my senti- 
ments, she sends you a thousand good wishes. Ma- 
dame la Fayette loo is aensible of my fondness fT>r 
yon ; and greatly touched with the tenderness you 
show me in return. I am generally a,t home with my 
family; sometnnes however I pass an evening here, 
from weaiiness, but not often. I have seen* poor lua- 
dame d'iVinelot alao ; she weeps well ; 1 am aa estceU 
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hnt of weepmg. I go to hf^r Ma^aran * axul 
Boanlaioue pi^each : they seem strive who shall 
sorpass the other.— Well, I think I have sent yon a 
4le?l of news : 1 long to hear some from you, and 
how you hnd yoursdf at To say th(^ truth> I 

think of nothing else, yon have put me open inform- 
ing myseU about the ma'>qnerade on l^btove^rTucsday. 
1 am told that a great man, greater by <«ome inches 
th in any other man, had ordeied a lemarkable diess to 
be made up for him, and afur all wauld not i^car it ; 
for he learned by chance that i certain lady, w ith whoso 
person he was not acquainted, and to whom he ne\er 
spoke a woid tn his life, would not lx at the assembly 'f. 
And now I must say with Voi tore, that >our absence 
has been the death of no otic as yet, except myself ; 
not but that the caninal been excessiscly dull; you 
may takk. the honour ot it, if you please ; foi part, 

I thought It was upon you* count , only that it did 
not appear dull enough tor the absi nee ot one like y ou. 
This iettei 1 shall sukI direct to Piovcnce. I embiace 
M« 4e (xiignan, and die with irapaiiuKe to hear from 
you. As soon as I reteive ont letter I am impatient 
for another ; I onl} bieathe w lule I am recen mg them. 

You tell me wonders of the tomb of moiiMeui de 
Montmorcifich and the beauty of the mesdeinowelks de 
Valant^ai. Youwiite extremely wdl, ro one bettci ; 
never qut thanatnial, you have a turn foi it, and it ' 
foims a cotiipkte stvli?. 1 have made your compli- 
ments to madame de in Fayette, and to mousirui de la 
Rochefoucanit and Langlade ; they all esteem and love 
you, a$;id weald be rc*jd\ to scive you on every occd- 

♦ Juliub Ml ciroii, ptH tof tK 019 ory, ncmitmel lu 1071 to the 
hldiopnc ol 1 mie 

Shc^io' il b ifUrs Kk tlir t iu bti 1 in<tdame dc Montespan, 
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filfm* I ihMc yolSIr charmhag, 1 knew tfia 

perfectly* Ab> my cluW> how 1 tong to $ec yon 
for a while, to hear yyfa sjJeak, to embrao^tyou, nay, tp n, 
see you pass at a ^jistancc only, tf the ie!»t be too miicby i 
to as^l Thj^^is onp of those ftooghts which 1 never at* 
tempt lo suppress, l-begin to grow wrary of being 
without you ; I feiflthe qneasiiiess (tf mind this separa* 
tton gives me, in tiie same manner as 1 should a disease 
of the body, I cannot sttffi(^iently fhank you'fer the 
many letters you have wiittcn me on the road. ^ 'fhese 
little attentions are gratifying;, and have their foil effect, 

I assure you. Nothing of this kind is lost upon me ; it 
can proceed only from leal friendship ; otherwise it 
would be moie agreeable to go to bed, and take one's ’* 
resr I am under no small impatience to hear from 
you, both from Kouen tmd Lyons : the idea of yout 
being '[ion the water troubles me, and i long to know 
how the furious Rhone ajipeared to you, in companscwi 
of our peaceable Loire, which you have honoured with 
so many civilities ! How kind it i& of you to remember 
it as one of your old friends ! Alait what b it I do not 
remember ? The least fnflVs are of the greatest Vadue 
to me ! 1 have a tbou<«and dtagim ' How are things 
altered! I never used to return hither but with lAf* 
patience and pleasure , and now, look as Spn^ Us f Will, 

J can see nothing of yon I And is it possible lo five , 
Vith the reflection, that, do what we will, we can no 
where find the child that was so dear to the heart t 1 
wiU soon convince you of my sentiments, by going in 
search of her. ^ 

iTbe dauphin hb been ill, but is better. The court 
will be at Versailles till Monday. Madame de la Va* 
here is perfectly leiiistated theie. The king reemved 
her with tears of joy, and she has had several tewd^ 
conversations with him. AU this uf a httle incompre* 
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hensibJd, but we must he sihnL llie ne\"S8 of this 
y^ar docb not hold good fW>in oHfe post to another. I 
have coinpbments f«>r ^on ^dhout cud. I your 
Jiltle one u y day, I wobld fain hate h<jr str light ^ but 
am not viuhout apprehen^km It would bedroll enouqU 
that a fluid of yours and M de Gngxuu should not bi 
well made. I base <oine skill in these mitteis; per- 
haps, howtsci, 1 am taking needless precautions. 

LLTfER IXVL 

TO TUC SA>I£. 


firula), Fih 20,1671. 

I i \MNor express how desirous I am to hear from ]you. 
Consideti my doai, 1 have not had a letter since that 
from 1 1 Paliec 1 know nothing of the r< st of your jour* 
n^y to Lyons, nor of youi loutc to Pro\cncc lam 
very certain that there aie Ictteis foi nu . but then I 
Want them, and they do not come 1 have nothing left 
to eonijfort and amuse me, but writing to you. 

You must know, that Wedne^^day night last, aftei I 
came from M, dc Coulanges, where we had n mak- 
ing up oui packets for the post, 1 began to think of go- 
ing to bed* That IS nothing ver^ extiaordm 113% you 
wiM say , but what follows is so About tluee o’elocW 
m the lYioining I was wakened with a cry ol Thieves f 
fire * Klkit seemed so near, and grew so loud, that 1 
had not tiie least doubt of its being in the house , I even 
fancied I heard them talking of my little grand-daugh- 
tei. 1 imagined she was burned to death, and in ttat 
apprehension got up without alight, ticmbling in Such 
a luanntr that 1 could scarcely stand. I 1 m directly to 
hei room, which is the room tliat was yours, and found 
^yery t^mg quiet } but 1 saw Guitaut^ house all m 
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mi tlt6 fire spre^ldiiig to mad^e do Vauvi« 
iicox^K The Oaxuet a light* over our court-yard 
atid that' of Guitau^ that i^ade them look shocking. ^ 
All was out- crjj:#, hurry, and coufiisiOn, and lUe beama , 
and joists j^altihg down, tna(fe a dreadful noise. I im-* 
mediately ordered out doors to be opened^ and iny pco-» 
pie to giv^ assifitattoe^ Monsieur de Guitaut sent mb a 
cft<»ket of valuables, which I secured in my cabinet> and 
ilien went into tli^ »trect, to gripe like tfae rest. There 
I found monsieur and niadame Guitaut tn a manner 
naked ; niadame de Vanvin^ux, the Venetian ambas- 
sador, and all his people ; with little VauvineuY^, whom 
they were carrying fast asleep to the ambassador’s 
house, with a great deal of moveables and plate. Ma- 
dame dc Vauvineux had removed all her goods. As 
for our house, I knew it was as safe as if it had been in 
an isLuidi^but I was greatly concerned fov my poor 
neighbours. Madame Gulton and her brother gave 
some excellent directions^ but we were all in con*^tema- 
tion ; the fire was so fierce that there was no approaching 
it, and no one supfiosed it would cease till it bad burnt 
poor GuitautN house entirely dowm. Guitaut himself 
was a melanciioly ob;ect ; he wds for flying to save bis 
mother^ who was in the midst of the flameai as ho sup- 
poaed, in the upper p.'rt of the house; but hi^wife 
clung about him, and held him as tightly as she codid. 
tie was in the greatest distress between the grief of not 
being able to save his mother, and tba fear of injuring 
ht$ wife,- who was nearly five months with child. At 
last he begged me to lay hold of her, which J did, a)fkd 
li# went in search of his motlier, who, he found, had 
passed through the flames was safe. He then ed- ^ 

* Qurlotte ETizsbcth de Cochefilet, married la 16/9 to Chsfles do 
Rohan, prince dc Gudm^n^ ^uke de MontLaaou. 
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deavoured to some paper?, but found it impossible 
to get «»*ar the pl.ice where they weie At length he 
cenie back to tbt spot where be had left us sutd where 
J had pitvailed ou his wife to ait down. Some (harita- 
bh ('apuchin^ woiked so well, and so skdfuily^ that 
they cut off tlie communication of the fnc.* Water 
was thiown upon the lut that ms burning, and at 
last the battle c$^ased for want of, combatant h ; but not 
till several of the b<^ apartments entirely con* 
sumed. It was looked upon as fortuiUite that any part 
of the houisc wns s'lvcil ; though as it 5 s poor Guitaut 
will lose at least ten thousand crowns ; for they propose 
toicbutid the 10001 that was p.unted and gilded. Theie 
were sevcial fine pictures of M. I,e Blanc's lost, whose 
house It was, besides tables, looking-glasses, tapestryi 
and other valuable pieces of fuiniture. They 
greatly concerned about some letters, which I imagine 
to be those of the pi nice. By ihU it was near five 
o’clock in the morning, and tune to think of getting 
madamc de Guitaut to rest ^ I oflered hci my bed ; but 
xnadamr Cuf ton put her into hers, as she had several 
apartments In her house unoccupied. We wished her 
to be bled, and sent for Boucher, who is apprehensive 
of a miscainage from the violence of the fright. She 
is still at madame Guyton's, where every body goes to 
see her. You will naturally ask, how the fire happen- 
ed ; but that no one can tell. There was not a spaik 
111 the loom where it fiist bioke out. Could any one 
have thought of diverting bunself at melancholy a 
lime, what pictures might be not have drawn of us 

« the Situalfon wo were then in^ Guitaut was naked, 
[lept his shirt and draw'ers ; hts wife was without 
Stockings, and had lost one of her slippers ; madame de 
Vauviueux was in a short under-petticoat, without a 
^Tglu-gOwn I aH the footmen and neighbouis were in 
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' Iheir mght«cap9. ^ Tlie ambahsado!, ia his nigbt-gtw^ 
and long peiuke, maintained very well the importance 
of a serenibaimo ; but his seaoiary was a most admir*^ 
able figure. You talk at tht breast of Hercules ; ihh 
was quitu anotber tluug ; we had a full view of it; it 
was white/ fai^ plump, and perfectly exposed, for the*- 
string ihat siiould have tied his shirt had been lost in 
the engagement. So much for the melancholy news of 
oiu quaiter. Let me beg of Deeiilo* that he would 
take his iniimU every night, after the* family is in bed, 
to St I that the fire is out every wlicre, for we c’annot be 
too taicful to prevent accidents of this kind. I hope 
the Wi el was iavourabic to you in your passage ; m a 
woid, I Wibh ^ou every happiness, and implore the God 
of heaven to preserve you fiom every evil. 

Monsieur de Ventadourwas to have been married on 
Thnisday, that u yesterday, but is ill ot a fevei. The 
mai'thal dc la Motto lias lost as good as five hundred 
crovins’ worth of hsh. The other day while we were 
at table at M. du Matins, Courcelles told us he had two 
such gical bumfis on his head, that he could not get his 
wig on ; tins viliy speech made ns all ri&e fiom table 
before we had done with the fruit, for fear of laughing 
m his face. Presf ntly after m came d'Olonne ; upon 
vvlueh M. de laliochcioucauU whispers me, " Madame, 
thtbc two can never slay in a room tog^ iher and so it 
^|)roved ; for shortly alter Courcelles went away. 

Here are a number of tiifles for you, my dear child; 
for to 1« continually telling ^ou that 1 love you, that 
I think of nothing but you, that I ^employ my self 
about nothing but wlnt concerns you, that you are the 
dAight of my life, and that no one was ever so tendeily 
beloved, must certainly be a tiiesome repetition. 


* oi b<>vu»e ftewiurd, to mousi(.ur de Gngnan. 
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LETl’ER IXtU. 

\ * f 

' ‘ - ro THE SAME. 

/Wedn<f!wlay> Tcb. 55 , 1671. 

I HAVE not yet received the letter, vhi( h 1 am sure you 
wrote me from l4yofLs be foie you left that place, for I 
cannot easily suppose that, being able to virite, and 
having actually written to M. de Coolaiiges, you could 
have forgotten me. I make a greht si»r to fiiul what 
has become of the packet. I received the first letter 
you wrote me the day .tftei* yo\i arii\ed there. 1 am 
not yet proof against what you wiitc. I was ready to 
faint with the thought of seeing you pass that moun- 
tain by night, which no one ever attempts but in the 
day-time, and then in a IrtUi. I sfiould not wonder if 
you had been turned upside-down. IMonsicur de Cou- 
langes had wiitten 10 M. du (»«6'st sccutary> to send 
a litter to Rouano . had you mcntionerl the day you 
expected to have aiincd theie, \ou would tiriamly 
have found one ready for you. Slirely no one ever be- 
haved as you have done; nor was e\er poor w^oman 
suffered to sUi\e m such a manner. The ioiccast of 
the ant teaches us, that it js ncuss.uy to lay up piovi- 
sions when they a^e to be had, against a sea&on when 
they aro not to be had. My dear child, how you havy’ 
been used! Had 1 been with you, things would ha\e 
been managed m a veiy diffurent niannti, andC should 

y 

• Tlie iDountain rf 'ra«iic, wb th in ihc htgh r<»ftd hciwecn Rou- 
ano and L)Ovs, Aiirf uw loptfcib difficuti to pass, but of 
yoan, by the ^»oai wak* that ha^t bun maac rlicie, tiavt Hers may 
with nu^re *iufetv 

f Monsieur du Gu<^-£d^nQlik, tmeiubnt of Lyons, tathei-in-Iavr to 
M*d«Coulaugi&. 
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not liave taken your courage for strength, those 
about you ha\e done. The alfaii of madame de Rubi« 
net ^ would have taught me not to consult you in whit 
relates to yourself. In shoit, you hav<^ undcigoiic gr<^t 
latigues; tliujk Ood they ait ovei now, but wMt 
adects you 1*1 not easily, nor speedily, era^acd Irom my 
mind. 1 wrote to the coadjutor upon ius good head* 
piect ; let him show you my letiter. 1 enclose y ouotve 
fiom Cuitaut, that will deliqht you* 1 hare made your 
compliments to ine^amt^ de Villars and Saint Gcran, 
th« brst In^ a vciy great aflcction for you, and intendii 
writing to vou Take notice m^our letteis, ot raj aunt, 
of la Troclif, Vauvinett(,^iml d^j scars, for they do iiOf 
thing but talk oi }ou Madmie du Cue h'ls written to 
M de C oulanges, that you die as handsome as an angel ; 
she IS perfectly charmed with your person and polite- 
ness. SIu siys -ihe put jou into youi boat m dtlighl- 
iul weather, and a calm w itei all which gives me 
hope , but I shall not be thoroughly easy till jou arc 
at Ailc i 1 hope Ripcrt made you git out wjien you 
cime to aa\ din^jeious pldtt» As for seigiieur Cor* 
beaut I ^hall trust to him up merer I cannot accuse 
lU) self of indulging in anydntision, or sutlenng ray 
thoughts to b< absent fiom you, duiiiig youi whole 
lou ncy I have followed jo i sUp by sU p ; and whin 
Aou were ill, 1 had no lest I am *r faithful to \ou on 
the walei, as 1 was by lamj We liavt reckoned every 
day s passage among us. We imagine that you 
arrived auArles last Sunday. Monsieur de h Rot he-r 
foucault says, that I peifeetly answer the notions he 
ha'i of friendship, with all its ciieumstancesand depend- 
encies He has bad some Hithtr lonvei nations with 
TVIellusina, which are mtompafaule in then way, there 

* See Letter of the 19th of Novemb r, IS70. 

f Ibe coadjutor of 
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is no writing tbem> so I shall only toil you in genera!^ 
tliitt they um* just such as you would hare wished thiof 
to be. Your little girl itnpioves every day, she laughs, 

» and begins to notice things: I take gieat care of her. 
^Pccguet comes 1 ^pry frequently to see the nurse: I am 
not so Ignorant m this business as you fake me to be. 

I follow your estabn^de, and do wonders when i trust to 
nobody but myself* Youi brother retofued lather the 
day before yesterday. I have scarcely seen him he 
is at St.Oermam; Jw** are quite well; wc were 
under some apprehensions nbout his health, foi he be- 
gan to grow dull at NanCi, after the depaiture of ma- 
datne Madruche. 

At last I have receu ed yours of Wednesday, which 
you wrote somewhat in haste, but still it gives me plea- 
suie. It cost certain lencwaU ot fondness, wdiich are 
agieeable. I cannot think what tho>e poisons arc 
made of who aie desirous of avoiding them.. \ou arc 
going to eiubaik, my dearest child ; }0u wdl write to 
me from every place where you can possibly write, I 
am sure you will. Heavens ! how great is iny desire to 
hear of you, and how dear are you to my heart * 

The count de St. Paul is new monsieur de Longue- 
villc : last Monday night Uis brother made ovei all Ins 
estate to him, which amount') to near three hundied 
thousand livres a year, together with his nch furniture - 
and jewels, and the hdt^ de LongUevillt ; so that he is 
now one ot the best matches in Fiance. It will be a 
good thing for pi^tdame de Maraus, if she cai get him. 

1 dearly love M. de Grigaan, but shall not answci his 
last letU'r. Can he want any thitig, having you with 
him ? Mr. VaHot ♦ died this morning. 


* Tmt pli)6)usa to the king. 
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LETTER LXVIIL 

TO TU£ SAME* 

]P«)da]ri Feb.S7, i6;}. 

Thfiie 13 tiotl»itig.cemin this year, not even the death 
of M. VaUot, which I mow con«hictkt. He is quit^ 
tvell, and uisU’ad of dytng, as was told me* he took a 
pill winch set him opoa his legs again, lie has told 
the that heooMSiderb Ch^iiei du Maos as the 

OKWtt skilful ph3sician lu the uotld. Madame de Ma« 
zaiin set out foi Rome ii^o days ago. Monsieur de 
Ncvers and 1ms lae\ uut to go there til) IheEUfnmer; 
The^hu*bmd of muiamc de Maaaim Complamed bil- 
tiily to the kaiL,, oi his wife being ‘ent to Rome with- 
out ills consent, he said it was a tbmg unheard to 
lake a woman from the authority ol her husband* and 
assign her a pension of eighty tiiou^and livrcs a year* 
and a pi c sent of twelve ihouaand more* to enable her 
to take a journey" tha<- was contrary both to his wish 
and his honour. Ilt;» majesty gave htip the hearing* 
hut as the jouuie) had been icsolved upon befoiehand* 
and e^ery thing settled* nothing Urthcr came of it. 
As for hw wife* wlitneter any thing was said to her 
a^out making matters trp wither husband* she alwaynt 
turned it ofl with a laugh* and answered* aa MSthe time 
of the iml war* ho Mazatm * ttp MafUtrm/ 

With ugard to madame delaValtere we are very 
soiry we oatinot oblige you m sending Jkcr bach to 
Chtifllot ; but she 13 better than ever at court / and so 
you must lesolve to let her stay thcie The duke do 
Ijongucvilie is now called the abbi d'Oik^ns* and the 
count de St. Paul takes the title of duke de Longnevdle. 

VOL. 1. c 
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MoiH’Meur d#* Jiuias 2i tfie name cotrunand duiing ttt 
Expedition to i land# rs tlii-^ ^oai, as M de Lau/un h id 
tbr last ^hicb is bO niuEh the hottei for him, as \h* 
DOtnbei of tioops wdl belieaily double, 'i I'e kmg h 
made nia<ltnioiselle dc la Monte, one of the (juccn\ 
mauls of liunoui^ a present of tuo hundred thousand 
franks, winch will soon get her a husbind, Monsicm 
de l^auzun has reiused the baton of manshal of I lanci, 
winch the kiriir was phasi d to ofJcr him lit said he 
had not imntul it, ibat, bid he stised loi ii he 
should esteem it i-s the greatest honoui > but b< v 
resol\<^d Ai^t to acicpt of it bpt in the toimnonwa}. 
D^Hac^ucvilIc has hy his mteu at piocuu d si\ thousand 
Inresa jfai ioi caKiniai de lUti', it is ttnm tlu same 
fund IS the pension gi\en to tt' c uduial df 1 ton lion, 
except tb It be is not obii^id to tin ckies loi ii 

1 ri 1 1 R i MX 
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Fans, T Ii Lo 1 ipl 1} 1 tb ^7, lf>f j. 
Tut Rhone, inydcai cfnld, lungs siiangtiy abtui in\ 
heart, I b* ‘um }ou aic safe ov r it, but still I should 
be beltti pkastvl to lic.a it tioiu yoiuself, and w it lor 
the jnUlhg^iKe with in in>pat'UKi of a pucc witn all 
the test, \\< suppose you got lo AiUs Ic^^i ^atuiday 
we vuppose that nnm h ui de (•! n m t in e as fai as 
Saint l^put to imet }ou we suppose ht was<‘^\tijo\(,d 
TO Sf e >oa, and ha\t \oa with b>ui a^ain : we ^uppoiso 
you made you entiy into Aiv on Widiusday, and 
then we i^uppojso you wtre vtij much tiiMk lor Ifca- 
^tn’s sake, rest youtself, keip ni bid, and ucover 
jjj ourself, and let tut know txaitly how you aie Your 
V^cmhiaiice laakeu ibe loituui of those whom you 
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favbut .. s-,- 

io u*y bam a?-4^et'; hiii\Wk'jii^y^t)f^ ^ 

i'kr ^ 

horribi^oii'f^^^ vyisii^tts mountain T^at^-i^' 

'6b*.' hm ■kl;,**"Pti4sy 

that ixittst be p^sed/ wher^^“i^ wbcek j^fs in ^e -air, 
and the c^ach is dragged iil<^ 


beat the 
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1 HAVE that dear letter at/last * Ba you hbt^ se.e how I > 
receive it ? ,aiid with what emotion Fread it ? Yo^ will 
hardly expect me to be tddifTererU: Oh the Occasioow Tiie 
rank you hold ih point b£ beamty certainly subjecte yon^ 
to many fatigues. ' Jf you were not s 6 handsome you 
nnght take your rest; ..You must deterniioe: your sub- 
mission gives me uneeswess: do not yield,. so much in 
fhis point; there is nothing so amiable as beauty : }% is 
A prb'ient from the Deity,', which we ought to preserve 
w ith die utnio,st care. You know what ,^leasur§^I take 
in your beautv ; I interest myserf;i|l it from a^principle 
of .self-love, and earnestly recommend it Wyour 
for'iny sake ; for 1 figure to myself t,h{^ the people of 
Provence wijf.lwtc upobino as a ,Vt?Ty Clever pdts^iage 
10 have produced that iltte face;;:^ith jil Jts sweetness 
and rfejgnjfarity. Vou seem to oe dispJebsfed thaby^hl 
is not awry ; fpr.i§^y part,^ho am Jn myaj^les, 
1 ant extr^hiclyl^iil hf iti' Bo you pot; thttdt jM* die 
fJoaJarfgea ?md 1 mu.^3e,^^jufer»' to guess^ so pafly 
every thing you dbi’l 'Ybd^do not sheim surprised at th< 
banks of the hone,, ybu/thiilik them^ hcau£ifidi' anc 
that the river is umre water dtdy;^ like btl&er riveris^ fi)i 
my part, I hflve'^eiy strange notions 0^' it; ai^ 
rc**dy to Cry dut'Witb the pubt-: ^ ‘ ^ ' 
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MiUf fotirces de forux^ot ertte vivittft , 

Qai iraiuant des corp^ niort«« d<* vieUx 
s ^ Au Ii(,u dr xDurmnser, feu dec gt^ittemccis *. 

^ V 

l«angtar1e will give you an ^count of his ?isit to- 
Meliusma ; but in the m^an time I must ielt you, that 
fte went for the p^rpose^^f speaking his mind to her: 
he did it more readily than any one eke would have 
done. Stw is, I assure you, very much mortifit d, and 
very much abashed ; 1 saw her th^ other day, and she 
had not a word to say foi hersoif. Your absence has 
increased the aft'ection of all youi friends : but this ab- 
sence must not last too long; and whatever aveisionyou 
may have to travelhng, you must think of nothing but 
preparing to encounter and endure its fatigues. I have 
told M. de la Rochefoucault what you think of the fa- 
tigues of others, and the attention you pay them : be 
has given me a thoa«*and rimembiances for you, in so 
kind a tone, and nccompamed by such delicate praises, 
that he is worthy your regard. 

I shall make your compliments to madame de Vrllars; 
she has begged*to be ns^med in my U tlei I thank you 
for mentioning Brancas. You doubtless saw your 
atintf* at St. b^pnt, and was received like a queen: 1 
beg, my dear, you will let me know all about it, and 
tell me something of monsieur de Grignan and monsieur 
» d* Arles $. You know that we have laid it down as a 
maxim, that though tnOifig details aia disagieeable 
from those who are mditfeiei^t to us^ they ai^ pleasing 

*- 

• “ Th*a iht*r is formed by a thouisatu! itream^ ofblaocl, whkh, dn^ 
gjing III us course the bodies of dead men, send* forth groans instead of 
nitirmu) > ”-*« the abbd de Ctrisi, in hts Templt. of DeatK 

f Anna (rOinsno, wife to Francis do Lorraine, count d'Harcourt, 
and sibio to Mai^>iret d'Ornano, motiici tu znouuour do Ciignan. 

I X Francis AdliAnu' de Monteil, archbishop of Arles, commander of 
tele kii^^'s Oidtrs, uncle to M, de Gngnan. 



firpih dtoge ^ ]p^\l I|^v«^yotttp gn^'-W WitkHli «f 
thes§ ligbtii Mast^o snd^^il^* 

ilaloii ^ , give tJ^^rn "sf j^Jea^^are arrd satUfaJi^km . 
ought at least t6 make nafe better; iVhcnever 1 4teavaiijr 
thing fih4 Ijwi&bifor you ; you share in all my thoughts; 
and I flUtihJre in cdys^lf the of % »hil;ere . 

ship. I embrace yUu jncmt atifectioimteiy ; do" the saite' 
to toe oh'ydur paru smalt remt^inbrai)^"^ my co-* - 
adjutipr : ' as for M de <3c4gntoi> he, 1 aoppose^ is so proud 
of having you with hini^ that he M lon^r oa^eS' foV 
any one el&e. * ♦ . , . 

t , ,, * - ' 

LETTER LXX. 

TO Tm OAMfi. V ^ 

Pan^ Tue®dayf March 0^ 1671* > 

If you were here, my (tear cblld^ you would certainly 
laugh at me. I am set down to write beforehand ; but 
from a very di derent reason to that which I once gave 
you for writing to a person two days before I could 
send my letter ; it was a matter of. iiid'dference to me, 
when I wrote, as I knew I should have no rnore to say 
to him at the two days' end, than I had then. But 
here the ca§p is otherwise. Ldo it now frop the regard 
I liave for you, and to satisfy the pleasure” I take in 
writing to you every moment, which is the sole comfort 
I'haye now left. To-day If am shut up by iriy^lf in 
m'y rooniV through excess of ill humour. Latu. weaiy 
of .every thing. I took a pleasure in dining here, 

Stitt a greater. one i« |vriiing to ybu out of seasotL 
Alas! you hiive none of these leisure moments 1 I 
write^ (]uHe at my ease, but can hardly suppose yod 
will he able to read what I write in the same ^ manner. 

I do not see how it is, possible^ for you to be n iniAute 



one ;I.. j»||^ a :*4FsWntf' who 

.a^wres,^, wt)6 is never inied;«^^eiBg with'^’^o, anrl 
i^^BCarfceJy hnow« ;<jn tfje ' 

;^«tlier Aiae, harangues, coroptfm'^J : a-nd iio-^ 

notiri^^^id you whbojtit ali this 
Indeed^ yoa have enough Upon j»i>ur liiSifwls. 1 could 
iHOtboaP it /oy«olf in:, 4 »jy little scirde; ,.Hnt what bt;* 

. <ioraes of y6iar,rfSv.r)«rii^ lodoleii^^mvd^t all this uoisr 
and bustle? it | suffers now; it' retires into a t:o“i:fier, 
just dead with apprehension of iosipg its piuce in y<^r 
heart for erer; it seckd somll vacant morrjcrit to put 
, yon In tenienibranca, and jusf^ drop a word to you- by 
the by. ‘^AlasT^ it says, and imvc you then for- 
gotten" me!* Keoi^mber I am yodr oldfst acquajyt- 
‘^bce.; the friend that has never abandoned yoii;jtbo 
faitlifal companion of your ha^y hours, who' made 
yew amends fdr the wont of every pleasure, and ff>r 
whose sake you have soinetinihs hated them. It was 1 
that prevented your dying of the vapours,^ while you 
w^ere in Brttany, and during your pregnancy. Some- 
times, indeed^ your mother would break in upon our 
joys, but then f knew' where In have you again. Now 
I know not what will become «f me. Th^e* shows, all 
this pagfeantry, will be my death, unless ymi take some 
cafe of meJ’ Methinks I hear you speak .a kind word, 
to it as you go by ; you give h some hopes oT possess- 
ing you when at Grignah; you are gone in in- 
stanV and cannot fuid time to S^y more. JIuty and 
i^asoh are with you, and allow you ligtu a rnomout^s 
j^jfKise: I w ho have always so; highly honoured these 
personages, • ahi -quite out with .Itbem, and they 
with" me. How- ^en will they permit y^^u to waste 
your 'time in reading such triflejf ,as' these? I assure 
you, my dear cli lid/ 1 am cortttntSally thinking of \ou ; 
and I experience every d;iy the’-riutb of what you oucr 



Wpik'vffbE suyiOMfc. ^ ISf?' 

tc>W ii|e# ^at thiftA are c Mam ihouflitg xsiwCh are not 
to be <iv«^e!t nptsiv bat jn^veKl ovt r lightly an 
hk> we WtfnW be torc\<i in tears: that n my , 

cas^ • there is not a pta<*t» m the hoa«ti. w hich does tiot 
gtrf a^aab to my Ife'iifc'whfn I see it. bu^ yoaf Jtobrn 
tally tJoals a deadly blow fVorti cveiy part of tl, 

} have plaud ascKcn lu the middle Ot it, that I may 
at le-ist take «r>metMMl 3 : Ironi tile pio-pect An- ibe 
teimihw from which I sAtv 3^00 ^ret into d'llacijueMlW'b 
<OficU, <Mid iln n called v^ti back agam, I shudder eiety 
time T think h*»n neir I wn&J,hiOVini f mist'f on* of li 
alier you. 1 n is likely enmigh to h i\t dune it, lor at 
tin ea I ini not in inv ^^n^^es The < los t ulhre I held 
\ou list II* my 'irrnv, \iithont knt>#n g niiat 1 didj the 
Cnputhms, where I iistd to ^o to niass^ the Uars that 
' fell so fisi from my (\cs tli it they wttud the gtonnd, 
as if water had been thrown on it, Suit Mai\\ ma- 
danie de la Payette, ray return to the house, your 
room, that m^ht, the next ipoinmg, your faist letter, 
and every one since, and stiH tMiv dav, and cveiy 
cojivf rsiiion ot iho^t who icit with me, an so man} 
rt mombi mcers gl my loss Puoi d*Hicqui\dU bolds 
liit hist rank J shall nrvir forget the couipjission he 
showed me lluse an the ihougiils iiHisMntly upper- 
ini t, \ct thcsi. lit to be pisstdovci, itheims, wc 
trt not to abandon ouiseUca to om thoughts, and the 
emotions oJ[ oi\i heart 1 bad rathe i Imweter continue 
my ie\( lus on tiir km I of life you aie Je iding^ It oc* 
cd’-ioiis^a sort, of dntis f n, without making me abandon 
my prtncipif, ui> beloved objeeJt. I do then thtnh of 
you 1 uii always wishing foi lilteia fiorn you One 
wish ol tliH natnio, wbtn gratified, m fcllowcd by an- 
otiui umciuudUy I inr jii this state of expectation 
row, and sJiail go on with my kttci, when I have rei* 
ceivei out from you My dc nest child, t really 
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9bim yow patieitoe, but I was wilhag to mduige 
•elf Ibr pxice bcfoitthaiu) : my heart stood in poed of it^ 
1 will not make a pj4K:tK:e tbn« 


JUBITBH IXXL 

V 10 SAMSk 

Pflui", Wtdn«!,^aj, M trcli 4, Jb? 1« 

Ah! tay diai chil<l, wbdt a Ititer^ What a dtscrip- 
don of the condition yoil hav^ been in’ how sadly 
ahonld I have kept my word with you, had I madt ^ou 
n promise ot not being tenihed at so much dangei ’ 
1 know it 18 ovei now , but it is impossible to think of 
your life having been so neai to its end, and not shud- 
der with horror: and monsieur de Giignan to kt you 
^ steer the boat, and when you were i ash and ventuious, 
to take a pleasuie in beuig stiU more so himseifi in- 
stead of staying till the storm was over^ one woula 
think he wished to expose yon* Ob, Heavens’ how- 
much better would it ha%e bte n to h ive had a bttle less 
courage, and to have told you plainly, that, if you 
were not afraid, hbwas^ andnothaic suifered you to 
have passed the Rhone m such weathtr! I cannot 
think what became of all his tenderness for you at that 
moment. The Rhone, a inei that stnkes e\erv one 
with diead! the bridge ol A^ignou, winch it would be 
wrong to pass, even with the most waiy pr<.Ccnli6iii 
and behold a violent squall of wind throws you on a 
sudden under one of the archts * M hat a miracle that 
you htd not bttn dashed to pieces, and e^ciy cKatuic 
di owned m an instant ' I tirmble wliencvci I think ot 
IP^I have waked tn <Hich flight and distusSi that I have 
Sen scarcely mtstuis of iu>sclf since* po you still 





. las^ 


look upon the !lh6he ns ito more than a c^Mflnhion rlvef ^ 
Were yoo not, tell me truly, greatly terrifitjrt At tbfe^ 
prospect of death, so near, and seemingly so inevitable ? 
Will you not another time be less daring f Has not this 
adveiiturb exhibited the dangers of the scene in their 
true light? Tell me how you felt. ,1 hope at least you 
returned thanks to Heaven' On your knees for your de- 
liverance. I shall eonie upoh M. de Grignan for thisf. 
The Coadjutor too shall have his ghaiv : he was scolded 
even about the mountain ofTaraia; but that appears 
like the plains of Nefnour% to me now. ‘Mwislewf 
Busche has been to seV me ; I '^bought I should have 
thiown my arms around the man^s nctrk, when X ooo*^ 
sidered how safely he had. conveyed you: 1 held hhn^ 
a long while in discouise ; askt d him how yon lookM, 
how you weie ; and ihcri dismissed -him witb something 
to dnnk my liealtlu This letter will appeal very ridi- 
culous fo you ; for you will recwvt it at a time when 
the bridge of Avignon will he quite out ol' your head. 
And must I still think of it ^ Tim is one of the inis- 
fortpnes th a attend a distant correspondence : but We 
must ieconcile ourselves to it; tbeic )•> no rcsisfing this 
inconvenience; it is natnial, and it vrould lue loo great 
a (onsti amt 10 endeavour to stifle vuh thoughts. We 
^should alviays entd into the state of mind a person is 
supposed to be ni at the thne he is replying to any 
thing that intercuts the heart. If you obseiv^ this 
inaKiin, yoft will make frequent excuses for me; J atn * 
expectif^ yoWr account of i^hat passed durfng 
stay Arles. 1 know you must have seen a gre^. 
n^ny people there. Bo you not loye me now, for. 
making jou Ifurn Italian^ What service it was of tp« 
ys>u w'ilh the Vice-le^teJ Vour description of that^ ’ 
sc'-'ne is excellent. But how little was 1 pleastsiX 
the rest of your letter ! How»ever, I will spare you th(!i 



vfen^aj W, Uijit fptctnal.th^p^, the >if Avigoon, 

whiW I live I «h^l jEiefi^r.forget,Tty. 

'-' ) '- v\ • ’ ' '■' r. 2^ . J' S'Sj" 

' -t.. *'/ '’- J**. 

^ ' 

LETTER LXXH. - ; 

' ■'i ‘ ^ 

TO ,THI5-«1AME* ' ' 

' T' ' ■',' ’ 

, ' PariS|ifeclfty, Mm'h 6,1671. 

It Js DOW the 6th of ^Xarcli, I ,ehfcr*iat you to let me 
know how you are» If^you are weJh you are ill ; if 
you a^'e ill, you are well. niy ilear chihf, I 

wish you to be ill, that you might be w^ell, at least for 
some time. Here is a ruldle, very diHicuU to be solved ; 
"1 hopj^ however that you will explain it to me. Vou 
* ha^/e given me a most delightful account of your entry 
into Arles; bMt.methinks you must staiul greatly in 
liced of rest: you have the. fatigues of Uu? whole jour- 
ney to get. over; and how will you find time to do it? 
yon are there like .the rjueeh ;.*slu^ never takes rest, but 
is alw'ays as you have bcc'ti lately yoii jpust dndea- 
^vour then to acquire her spirit, and bear with patienc e 
tjie load df ceremotiies you are, to ujidergo. I am per- 
suaded that M. de GrJgnan is deliglned with the recep- 
tion you met with. You never say any thing abruit 
him now; and yet it is a subject rcspecimg which 1 am 
tt little curious. As for the coadjutor, 1 suppose he w as 
drowneil juinitr the bridare df Avignoiu Heavens,* hf>w 
that hideous place still runs in my head* TelJ me 
^once more, will not this make you a litU^’ less'^ventu^ 

sailer by suclv rashness : 

ness yciiir first pregnancy, and hbiV jt liad co^t 

wie very dear, as well as.ypu.^ *1116 Rjione is pass^b 
that is certain; but I *ain m cohtmual apprehension lest 
^ou should be for. climhing some precipice, and nobody. 
Bo hinder you from doing it.'" ]VlyN dear child, have 
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'r n 

wmP compassion oi>nic> if son have none ou yourself, * 
Mad<U;pe de Cadt!ou‘'^e^s toatlnnan put*> mU often in 
mind of the caiditial dc KtuS. Ab^ W* Bust be, tvhai 
a chat mi ng man aie jou* I told you bovv'Vetl I 
cei\(il him 1 am fjer<<uaded poor C'‘idirou’»ee will die 
sOon It IS hardly known hero whether h\\e is living ot 
dead 1 shall tell all ahont Uti, d it be woilh telUng, 
Corbinelli wi ites rfic wondt r< about you • Ibut wha^ 
gtvts Jifm ihe"" greatest pieasiin is, tnit he tflfhjts be 
fan juicfue lint sou Jove me; and ht htsjso gieai a 
zee lid for im, tint he js th<A*uied to find otbeis of the 
same way of thinking with hmuseir JRut IiQW h«ippy 
dtns he appeal to nu to have sun vou, touched y<m> 
10 liave sat and wiote bv you* U some 
tioh to you likewise, I llatur mvvtib u> ste fi petson* 
ssho IS so imu h in\ ii uud, and wh^ I a^Miic ^ou, is 
Uo Ie*s youis 


ritOM MONsil i R 01 Si VIOS.W 

I 1 r Hie oppoiturnt\ <( '*r<*diing o it b^'twnn the 
acts, to lei you know th it i un nniie fro n a most 
<h lightful eoiircit, Compos<.d of the twoCniijs’s nid 
n< r. 'll ou lu ‘ensibfethi* tin usiul ^Ikct of music 
IS tint of softniing the soul, iUon^»h I lu\t» ii|i» otsa- 
Sion for that vnth uspcct to you, vet hts it umwid g 
thou^tuid litMe < ncynistances ol Undtrntss, that one 
would have thought f-vtuigui^hcd by long a sr gaf*a* 

Uon asouis has Lien l»ut doyou kneu u hat < oulpafliy, 
I hate been m ? There weie madt inois» Pl de f I'ncRw;, 
q^idatne de U Sabliere, inulrmoisene ih I'uniub, aiul 
nia<i one dt MmiUorau, all fntt t)Oi><thtr at m idcnioi- 
stllo de Remond's. Afu?i tins, if vou do not thmk me 
i tine lilUm, you aic to blame, hn ;^ou base not the 
-uni* ua in on jouj sidt is the} haii*, <'ince 'vou Cati- 
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*■ * 

ncrt se& my blisu^k where you are> vt hicli makes tne 
look fngliiful ; but I shaU have another to*>morro^f 
arhvch wtU {xiake ameud^ for alb and set me off like a 
GmStliera frOfku^, Adieu^ I give you joy of your 
t escape from tbe Rb&ne, and of your icception in your 
kingdom of ArJes. 1 mndo inoriMeur de Cendom* shud-* 
deo by tdhng him your adt entuie; he has a bhicere 
tegarU far you* 

« 


MtDAMS T>t ^hrtC^h. 

« 

Wi. are in pain heic to know if you can keep fiom 
laughing when you are harangued. I am undei some 
apprehensions for you upon that score. If } our actions 
$re of a piece with your ^ords, the good folks do veil 
to worship you* The number of those vho coinpti«» 
mcnt you by me, and desire me to let jou know it, 
and beg to hear fiom you* is infinite: 1 should have 
my face as much ruffled as yours, were I to embiace 
them all, I shall communnate your accounts to Uiaa- 
cas. Father Bourddloue\ sermon this niuining was be- 
yoiKl any ever preached beloie. The couit is going 
continually to and from Versailles: the dauphin and 
M* de Anjou aie bettei. There 1*1 laie news for jou* 
Mad. de la Fajeite, and the company thit are gene- 
rally at her house, beg to have then iiiendship for you 
retnembered, and desire that you vfiH hSve a little fpi 
them. Mad de ia Fayette says she should highly 
pleased to act foi a whi'c the part you are acting, if for 
the sake ofchangconly ; y 011 know she is apt to be weary 
of the same thing. M. dTJse^i charmed with the 

ifoisaet, aftcr«ar4s tlihop of Meant. 

Janica Adbf o»r de Mcnvira, libhop of Uee?, uneu to M. dt 
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iMKirs Utat are paid you; aud is surc»> that^ since t&e 
days Saint Trophimus thtio ncvei was such a ni**ce 
ail 50a. Madame de Touiville ss dead; li<;rouruile 
weeps patMtb, The pniicessi » at Chattaurou:^ ad tnul^ 
t^s annos» Yoar dauglitei ih a handsome little dear; I 
love her> and take great care of hei. 

LF/ITJbR IXXin. 

10 THC S\ME. 

' Pirfs, 1 Marcli 167), 

I AM Still without A letter; I may pcihip'* receive one 
bcfoic I seal this ^ think, my dcai liiild, thajt it is up- 
wards of a wLfk since 1 have beard the least tidmgH of 
you, and that to tnc a vsfek is an ige. You have been 
at Arles, but 1 hax t not heard of >oui ainvil there fiom 
^onisdf A fljcntlemtn t of tint countij i lied upon 
me }est<iday, who was piencnt when vou iiinul thcte> 
and baw you plasiiig at piimeip, with Vardts, Bindol, 
and aiiothti ini^on. I wish I could till you in what 
manner I itcencd him, ami how ho appiarid to me, 
attei having sten ^ou np longti ago than la‘-tTl uiscUy* 
You were much stp pined at the abbidr de Vins's bting 
able to kavi i\I doGii^iian, lam much ino||e so at 
this man\ bciiig aide to lease you . he iouml me with 
father Ma-scaion, whom J hid mvited to dinner, as he 
preaches in paiish, and c^me to see mo the othei 
day, I thought it would be right lo act the devotee a 
little i>y showing hun thus civility. lU corner fVnm 
^larscilles, apd wia cjuite pleased to hoar us t^dk of Pro- 

* The first lushop of ArlW), 

t C Lira Clcrai^ntiiMi Jc, Maillc 'BrstS, nvito to Ltwb of Boudtbos, 
jtme of Con*<* 

X Mjmisiir de Julu'it«t 
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v^iacfp* 1 hoTc Ic nuttl too, bv r>tlKi ha^td^ thjit \<>u 
lra>e hadlvvo ot thut little di^^pnitii s*uce jot>tia\e 
betptr iJuft Mv de^r child/ thetc is tio possibility of 
btiinir m Pioveiue, t^ithoat met ting \\tth sonif M|»lucky 
jarirideM But pt iliaps tluie wiay b'e no tiuth in wb it 
has told me ; so I will «ait till it is confunud by 
yonr'^iil, befo^t 1 give my advice on the subject I 
a^ked this geolleman it ^ou were not Vi ly much fa- 
tigU(d, and lu on wertd tint you looked extiemeh 
handsoiiK , b ii \ou kiu»w I am iuoi< tlcai-sitijhted than 
Olhc IS, With i< ))t< t to ^ou,*aml I iouhl plMnl\ lurccnt, 
tlnou ti then piais V. ihV ^ ou rc wf ik and defected J 
have InH a cold hi me diys, loi which 1 lu^e kept 
my »<»oin ilmosi all yoiii fiunds took the opportunity 
of coininl( to ce nu tin nblK letu"^ lU^snnl me to 
rQai c paitu ’ \ nn iiliou of i. m vlicn I wiole to you, 
ImrtrkiHu mahsuit ptiwoii so tiuK pu'^dit in the 
lu Ills ol othns, it js'»miia(k icsund foi yoursclj. 
You know, wj. usvd to Imd X\e could do vtiy well with- 
out (jU! ii icnd^ w iJ the > wiu g<iM , hut then i% no 
doin^ wiilioui ton wh»lf Me isCM|h>\id lu tak- 
ing oi 'vtm ; ind 1 *e( k the c<»iii| inv of those nioht who 
hsU n t ) DM nn sf But do not ini a ju that J make 
ell ikIicl'Ious h\ it , h>» ui the nist pKte, the h- 
jeet 1 iiAt so in itselt , ind then 1 know pcitictK veil 
my time, pi co, and persons, and what is piopci to he 
aid, uid what not You set I c in peak pit ft > well of 
injsilf novn and tl tn I paidon foi it oi Boulda 
lone and ?0a^cn in, for 1 to hear one or the other 
every inoiuing* and the tenth pait of ihe gtenou* 

t 

* James aatkor of e C^t^o. um 

m V iJt ratfrg< tf the 6<;npture^ md lofhtiv lit \ a 
r < I ilic Fret cH Aiadejnt wc niust T>6t c mtjiiuJ b m v^itk an 
»1 1 < fAtw, t^lio WttS ( t iht *'^1 IP Acadt n s, l»ut 1 1 wl ►«» i'kip 
i3Kh«- tir'lmst ra uiitn in ui> oi m tlxnt do 'tvt Pt. s L< i 



tljey sav, is mote than si^fficipiit to fotm Jt 

sauU, 

I hare just received yoar letter. fti\ cle*iiesf child, 
%>hicli^ shall ansvrei with ail tmaguiahie speecjj^ lor U 
i^j vu;y late, tins ik the-* ad\anta^e ot wnimjc before-' 
bind I plainly perct tvc tliai what w is iqicl nrvo 
specliujf the afiairat \oui hi‘»t aiiiial wa«! not all tmei 
these Imle disputes ut the towns of TioNiuf c, \sluu the 
people thwik of notimij/ must essiiilv^hnng on 
a inultite le of explanations th a ncextuinwlY tiKSOme. 
Tit, mv ladv (ountt^S arc *^ou not i \»iv txtiaoidi- 
aaiy puson to show nu h iUis as ton (!<« ? whcie is 
}oyrpniKipk oi s«cihv hn ihosi ^on love ^ ytm 
jememhei wlnt tiouhh wc ustd to Inve, to *ft a sight 
of the due onh ol one of i\L di Giij^t,aM*< to ym|J 
Voa think to ipfwas# mt by tlu p»iiMS v m Ustow 
upon mt , uid u the s^me time lujiiu me about Irke 
Uh flollami ^lattU* ^ hut 1 will hin niy k n n^e ^ You 
foiled all tilt knid things ] wnte to \ou vou iutle 
btjrg'ifxe; hut 1 diow those 1 titiivc f mn }ou, now 
lid IIhp, to }. ntidilai f uiuk 1 do n >t intt nd thattr 

opic shaJ) tinnk I ln\e bdo serv n< n iKaih, and am 
duly 111 teai«-, H/r uh frrt ^ for %( hast visr at ' I woitld 
* \eil' en that ^ou love ms md In il d you po^s^ss 
rnv wlioh ii«ait, J ha>e il kast a {/art of joins 1 
>11 lit dtincr all \cm tomphiiitnts , fJVuy one. a^Ks me, 
'^rii not I mt ntiofif d »* J ansvncf^Not \et,.bat will be 
l)V and by. Tlun ait mon^,i 1 1 d'Oinn ssan, Iqi l^>^tauCA^, 
and miny olhir'» ot the simt stnnp, wlio < row d around 
metonfetja lemembrance fiom vou; so that aH ynu 
^nd me aie presently disport d ot ; and no womkt, my 
deii trnld, for yotl ate tnilv nUiable; theie is no one 
liKt jou. lliw howifyur \ on mayioncta), for buioly, 
JSmbe *, never inotlii i t dktd as 1 ilo. As for M 

*■ Sftiwrbtofv^ luOvil, M u\u k t> 
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de Grrgn?in, he may a%uTc himself, should I ever lay 
bold of his wifi*, I sjhall not readily gt\e heir Back 
«^am. Wh<it! not even to thank me for such a pie- 
«enl ! nor to tell me that be m trausporAed with H ! He 
writes t* beg an inestimable favour of tne ; and then, 
v\ hi n I have granted it, never once acknowledges it! 
However, 1 can easily suppose him overwhelmed with 
business as well as jouVself: my anger weighs but little 
witli me,^but my lovf for you both a groat deal. Your 
letter is tciy mtertainme^; it is a pit}’' you had not 
time to say nioi-o. Good ‘heavens ! how do I long for 
your letters 1 n is now' more tlian half an houi since I 
received one. I have no news for you : the king is in 
good health ; he goes fioin Vtr^ailles to St. Ciermum's, 
and from St. (reimamN to Versailles : every thing re- 
mains as it did. The queen perfoims Iut detotidns 
very frequently, and goes to llie elevation of the host. 
Father Bourdaloue continues to pieach; no prai^cs are 
adequate to his merit. Our abhe had a htile dispute 
the other day. Before sermon, with monsieur de 
Noyon who gave him to understand that he ought 
to cede his place to a person of the house of Clermcnt. 
We laughed ^ery heartily at this title taking pieced- 
cnce of an abbe, at church. We reckoned how mairy 
keys t had been in the house ofTonnerie, and c.uivas- 
Bcd the good prelate^s knowledge in point of peerage. 
I dine every Fiiday atde Man^' J, wuth M. de la Koche- 
foucault^niud.de Biissac, and Bonseiade, who Is always 
the life of the company. If Provence loves me, 1 am 

* Fninew Clermont Toiint nr, bidkop and votuit de Nojoo»- peer 
of France, anrfcfliwtnandet of the Vii^MJrdriS, 

f TW cross keys ur6 ihe proper ensigns of the episcopal function, as 
wcpIL&s the eiosier. ' 

tyPhihbert tbnanucl d« Baadmanoi., b^hop of M. ns, romt uiidvrof 
dfte king's Ordeis. 



madamjc 

Us most obedlient humble servant ; pray continue me in 
its good graces* * I shall pay my respects to it whenever ^ 
you think proper. 1 say nothing to M, de VaVdrs, nor 
to my friend 'Corbinclitj^ for I fancy tb<?y are returned 
to Langucdoc« I love your daughter fur your sake $ 
for I do not yet find the bowels of grandmotherly aElec* 
tion yearn within me. 

LF/rXER LXXIV. 

TO THE S^ME. 

Pdrw, Fiidfty, Mftrtk 13, 1671. 

To the joy of my heait, I am alone in my own apart* ' 
ment, and writing quietly to you — a most agreeable si- 
tuation. I dkied to-day at Mad. de Lavardiii^^ after 
having been to Bourdaloue, where I saw the mothers of 
the church, for so I call the princesses of Conti and 
Longue vilte. All the world was at the sermon, and 
the sermon was wortliy of the audience. I thought 
of you twenty times, and wished as often that you 
were with me : you would have been delighted to 
hear it, and I should have been still more delight- 
ed to have seen you listening to it Monsieur de 
la Rochefoucault was at madarne de Lavirdin's, and 
received with pleasantry the compliment you sentdiirn ; 
we talked a great deal about you. Monsiiur d'Am- 
bres was theie with his cousin de Brissac : lie appeared 
greatly interested iii your supposed shipwreck j and 
but one ^opinion prevailed rc'^ptcling your temerity. 
Monsieur de la Roi hefoucault said that you wished 
icJ^appeter courageous in the hope that* some compas- 
siouaie person would hinder you fitun going ; and that 
finding no such pefs«n, you must have been precisely 
in the situation of poor Scaramouch. Wo Iiavc been to 
the fair to see a monster of a woman ; she r» tdrUef than 



& ivj!,oi<' ht!?i3 i sh"<? vv?^' brought ,j:o be^ tbe 
uf t\vr> (^rionnoo? whoxftrtjKinWthe 

abroa-i, \viU\ ti^eir arm? vJijrnbo* 8h4 
giantess, i liimr. giviiH: ^C^iptiniems lo .tfae 

; Ram btviii t lot s, w^u send y oi> %x '^i remn*. 1 ; 

have ‘Mew aC nuiilanie du F0u% andi at iiaftdaiije 

'; do MailJ[Unu\^ior ihr thijrii tir^e i often sm^le tb inyr 
self at the pleasure t take ui these:R‘iWd things; Aiid 
fd»ouId yon vsnppose that the.<^u.e*H»*s v<^p]g[reTi a>c 
;altr«nr mad, you would rmt ^itippni^/lainiss iar about a 
>v^‘k since, inesd. dc I/udrk, Ooetlogon, and little Rb- 
vioi^ were hiiien by a dog belonging to'Clieobonj which 
h*|a since died rnad i .at) that cte Ludi'c, Coet logon/ and 
, Ruyroi, are Set out this morning for Dieppe, for the pnr- 
■^jpse of batliing'ih the salt water : it is a melancholy, ' 
^ jrpiirney for tliem^ Ikmsej ade w'as (juitc in despair; 

..bon would not go, though she was slightly bitten; but 
.thejjueen 5iyill not let her bojri waiting, tilt it^ is seen 
how' thi< adventure temuna|e«*„ Can you'^ancy de 
Ludre an Andromeda ? For my part, I think I see Iter 
bound to a-rock^ arulTiYviile on a flying horse, slaying 
,tbe nionsit r. Ah ! ttiif Cot, matame de 'Grignan^ vat a 
Mng it is to pe trown jutkrt into'tc sta * ' 

" Here is a bodgi t full of liohsrnse, but not a syllable 
yet^from you : you ipay suppose that I can guess at 
what ydo are doing but llw state of your health and 
your mind is too piv^’ioos fur me to rest satisbed with 
mere conjecture. '1 he most trifling cifcunistances that 
relate to iho,se wrr love are as dear to us as the^concerns 
of Othets about whom we •^jeincliflerent/^re^tfoublesome. 
In diis f f^th we have ofteri agreed . La v au v itteux se nd s 
.5^00 a’tbobs^d compliments; herdaughicr l>jasbeen very 
ilL Wsolia’s niatkd^Arpajoh : take notice of aH this, ami , 
'M mad. d^ VtjniTi^il likewise, when you have leLuie. 

MatUm0,(k L«{trvS of speak'nig. 
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t yo»i a iMtei fr^mi M. Con'l<>ni/- winch 1 re<Jfe!v<fd 
mchw^J in a vt »y pretty nnie. Yonr brother wears thidi 
r ha^« t)f Nnuin ^ ; I thej mav do htm m barcil» 
Theie aie minds th«it frhuddci at ^tK‘h tiv**. Tliis 
Nioon * oiTu^t^d ti)e moral*? < f Ins iathei. Let ua com- 
mend him to God. A Christian, oi M letst one^lio 
wthfies to be 4 Christian, cannot see this** iiiMinlaiities 
u itl loot com un. Ah, Honrclatom 1 whii divuietnUU? 
tlid yoittall us to-day on the subjiHt of d alli ' Atad de 
la Favttli- was Uwie for t^c ftrM time in her bfi\ and 
>^as overt oiiiv with ad no itiop : she rs hij^ldy tleh^htcil 
witli vour tonu lubtaiido ffhci, I have maile lier a 
Dieseiit oT a fine c*opy of you* picture ; il Oinunehcs a 
loom in winch you aio never fofi»otten. It^yon iie stiU 
in the same humour you wei< in at l^a^nt M ir\V, nid 
pre$ei VC niy letters, see if \ou liave not rettivtd one 
dated the 1 8th of February. 

A ( ircumst inee took fdare yesterday at mademoi* 
selle^js, which gave me no smtll pitasuie. Whosliuuhl 
fome m but luadanAe de GIvies, in all her airs and 
orace**! J fancy she expected I should hate ofleied 
hci my y/ tv,e ; but, to say the truth, I have owed h r 
t littlt ^ludgc for hei conduct the othei diy, and now 
1 y>aid her with mteie^t, for i did not stir. Mademoiselle 
was in 1)1 d , rnadame de G^vres vi as therefore oblige d to 
pbice herself at tht lower end of the loom, a proVoking 
thing to be ’•uio. 'I lie pi incest called for diuik , sontc- 
body niubt pKsCnt the nayAin. 1 perceived madahlc 
de Csfiv i^s drawing the alove fioni hcrwitbeied hand, 
upon which 1 we niadame d'Arpajoib who “was above 
me, A push, wiiidi she unde rstoud ; and^{>o)ling; off 
fier glove, with the best giate in the world, advanced 
a -rtep, got bcfoie the ducheM., fook the tiapkni, aiwj 


* JMa 1.01^^ <i»* VlIiK'! 
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' prci^nfed it/ Tlie^dttch^si^ wtus perfectly embarrassed 5 
fax she h^icl reached, the upper eitd of tbe room, and had 
pt^lkd oil* her gloves, only la have the mortificatioid of 
being a nearer witness of mad. ^’Arpajon’% presenting , 
the napkin before hen Mj^,.dear.,ch^# d am 
isricked ; this pleased me ui^hitely : it was unchmmonly 
< well done. Would auyvpne have thought of depriving 
imadanie d’Arpajo]^ of a ifttle piece of honour, which is ^ 
naturally her due, as being one of the bed-chaim 
Madame dc,Puisieqx was very much div^eifed at it. 
As for mademoiselle, she did not dare look up, and mry 
countenance was not ^the' ihosif settled. After this, a^ 
thousand kind things were said to me about you ; and 
mademoiselle was pleased to order me to tell you, that 
she is Very glad you escaped drowning, and are in good 
health.. ' 

1 shall give you the two volumes of Ia Fontaine ; aikd 
be as angry as yon please, I insist upon it that they have 
some entertaining passages, and some very dull ones. 
We are never satisfied with having done well,, and in 
endeavouring to do b^ter, we do much worse. 

LETTER LXXV, 

TO TH® SAME* 

^ Piins, Sunday, March 15 , 1671. 

• Monsieuk Y>£ la Brosse widies me to give hun a letter 
' of , introduction to you. Is not this an excellent jest f 
^ou la ip w the osleein and frieniiship Jl ^nye for him ; 
you Snow his father is one; of ij)> oldest friends ; you 
.know the merits of them jbQth, and hii^e all vthc esteem 
for them timt 1 coutf wish to inspire you with : of nhaU 
, use /then can my letters be to him ? It is to me only 
that it can be of service, for it famishes me w'ith an 

• f v ' ' ’ . ' ' ' ‘ ' 
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op, iortumty of writing to you It tt amusing enough 
to observe vrhat pleasure wo^ke m conversing wiih a 
person we love, though at a di&tanee , and how tirc<« 
some jt IS to be obliged to wi ite toothefb I thmk my* 
selt happy m having bgon my day with you Little 
Pecquet has attended me for a hfirri^ble cold 1 have had» 
and which vriJI be gone by the time you recti vt thini* 
We talked of you* aud afterwards I set about writing 
to you, I do not understand why the post should be 
so inegular* and why the people who aie so obliging 
at to set out at midnight with my letters to you, should 
be so very retnij>s in bilnging back ^our answers The 
abbe and I are continually talking about your alftirs; 
but as he gives you an icrount of all that passes, L shall 
say no moit Youi health, y^out emt, youi alluis, are 
the three piincipal subpeis that occupy my thoughts, 
from which I draw an luferciicc that I leave you to re* 
fltct upon 

Lrrmi lxxvl 

10 fHL S\WE 

Farts, W((ines<Wy* Match XS, 1071. 

I HAVE received two packets at ^nce, which have been 
delayed for a fon^dtrablc time By these l^am at 
length informed from youlaclf, of your entry into Anc, 
but you do not men ion whether your husband wag 
with you, or in what mannci Vatdes iionouied youi 
tnumplf]; but you desenbe the trium h itself vtiy hu- 
morously, as well as the cmbairassmtnt you were 
under* and yont many xpt^I^l^ccd civilities I wisb^hSi 
God that I bad been ivitb you J not th it 1 should have 
done better than yourself, foi 1 have not so good a gifi 
of fixing names upon faces , on the contrary, I daily 
commit a thousand blunders m that way; butlthmik 
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I could fiavt* bunt>f4iomc aa^^Huuro to you-^ at let'll J 
:»ltot]i!f) ha\ t ail aic < urt^ , Ji id tnic> tbitrl sui it 

a moUtplJciiy of tirrmninfs ^iid ditCiaiOns i«» rotJ 
aome. You should, ae\iitbo?t‘ss eadoavoui not to be 
dUuteat in Aity of ila*st poiaK Rtit iiC<spig|fiodate yoor- 
st ll, AS much 'xs possible, to tho<uhtotns and the man- 
ners of tho'^o einoOg^t whom you are to Jive 

An even! has jutU; uK^n plara, \\la<t:h engiosses llit* 
whoW conveisilion ol l^aiis The kmg has lOfihnd 
jmoMwcut tit s ^ * to reat^u lu^ ru>st, and to qua Ta- 
ns, iinpKdi itt l\ . ( n\ you gut the icason ? Foi Iia\- 
u) » i lieatt d at pi and uou tipwinds of fise hmiditd 
thomawd t with talio caid#»’ The man who made 
the«o « auls «<N:^iincd b*y the king hijuiseti: he de- 
nied tb* la t at liM , but, upon hia majesty promis- 
ing intnapMiun, lu tonhsi^d thai: lie had followtd 
the trade iot a iirne* il Suni, that tho aOaii Mill 
not atop here, ioi tliaftbcre are s>f\eial lioub«;s \shich 
he used to fuiin^h \s)th these caHs. it ua^ bome time 
before the king cook! pnvail upon himself lo drsgrato 
a man of moi^uui dr qaahty ; but as, for 

mom! s fjftst, tvtiy bod) thAt haa placed with 
hnn had bs \ n» ii tuuei lunitd, fie thou^ln t could 
not in cousf^ru* do U s than bring sm li a bceiic of 
villany to S ^ ^as so poiUtily nnsiet of 

hij athtr^ancs’ gaoK, it he always made ^tpi !c m 
Upon the qutiii of "padis^ bt cause iic knew tlie spnits 
layalliMtht otbti p^cks 'Mu King as lonstantly lix'*! 
oiH and thntv upon dubs, and u>(d to say, rluffs never 
wm 'agitirpi ^p idts m this coonn \ 1 hiaman had gnen 
thirty pbtohsn utadarnc dc ia \ dberd« fHafotsdlo shani- 
hre to tlnow ail tht (aid'- they had in the hoUbemto the 
rivu, irt the prt unce that tluy were not good, s^nd had 
imroduced hw> own c aid -make j. He was hibt kd into 
Ihia May of bfe by OAc Piadrcr, who has Mine 
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Hi<1 *'**^knawii In »i'»i*ir nniocenU he 
vMntct itKjtunMliUeiy Lirt^ himsoit' upf, aatl iii^ 

^i»ted tipou takutg ht«» it'jat; bai lostead of betook 
the ry>4Yi to Lao^uotioc^ the surest wav ot the two : 
many^'*bov\tver, a^vi^dbim to take ajoUmcy bo 14 
Trappe Att©4 <urh 4 ttuafortone. , ' 

MaJ. ii'numrLi€u» ba^ cUai^vd me thou^tii^d 

good \'4isbei> fu yt^u; she gom^io LdK , ubtrc 4te 
will loeeive as ui'^uv httuouis as you dui at Ai\- Mau 
sli il Utikhnnl, tiKOUjjh a puic tootive of piet^, hissit* 
tUdv^ Mi h>s < (djioi'*. tu' h4,s given up to them the 
[ I UK ip tl paH oi hiH pro[)uty, besides titdf tho piobts 
ot liii post 1, to (Ottipltte Uie patmeiit oi tlie aiicari^ft 
riud is a noble avijion* md Mums that hi% \ esits to La 
Tr u'pe ha^t not bt^tu without tUb'Ct I ue. it the other 
elay ID n<* the dudiess oi Ventidom. slic Mtis is hand- 
s one as ail in^ek I’ti^ dudus^ ot iNtieis tame ui with 
lu i lu id diCoH Ivei^ Iielitulood^, Voii inav lidicse 
me, fui jott kiK \s 1 un an atiin i<*r of Uhliiou Miitm 
had ciopptd bt i to i>fe very estxmity of the mode* 
Yon bieithei is ‘t M Lerm ii, lu (bvi«lts his 
Mitb Niiunij aVouna actUM i, a hI, ti> tio*vn i^o whole* 
iX .>ieui\, >V< lead Wm a sad life. 

r 

* Lj rt H socKty utiguu n ti ncaitirkiihb ftw iKf- 

atistMtty ol ih( i It> , «tt<t the fre\-cie 4is(if>fiiv p^attrsf J kttiuii^Yt 
luia^ 

f Ihitot btt'i luxtti a hutek trt lotisili>' ^ ihf 

^i g 
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TontetAWs. 

IV ime d«]i M tM ]pM(«aiiif «mc. 

BbfOkx I «end amy* ny packet, I i^U t«pty to ytntt 
fetter of Uie «siev()ntb» whtch I bav«|u<«t receiTed. Yoa 
cannot possibly feel so keenly as I ^ dic<kl||kyt'’of the 
post. 

c 

ITROM JtOHStKUIt OU BAttjttLON ** 

I iNTBluiuH’ yoar amiable mother to write two or 
three woiJ^ to you, wbah if not very elegant wall at 
least hfive the meiii of bung tiuos Rnowthens fna<^ 
that I have always lov#d you mou than IJiave 
ever ventured to evpitss, and that if e^erl am king, 
Pro\en<^^hiU no longer haye a goveinaOte In the 
tneaii time govern well, and reign with mddncs^s ovci 
the peopU vibocn hf:a\en has subjected to your law. 
Adieu, madam y 1 quit Parts without regret 

- i 

iuiAOAii& DM $iywti£ 

Poor Bardton has interrupted me : lie Suds me stilt 
unable to receive your letters without tears. I cannot 
help It, my dcai child j wish me not to suppress them 
l»vp mtpiformy aOcrlion, Ipve me even fm iiiy weak-* 
ness; 1 ^ sa\lfili|ed X prefer my fturliogs to all 

Ihe (be sentimei|ts of Cpictrtus oi I um ten^ 

der end aflectionate evca"*to folly, yod^te every thmg to 
mo, my dear child, I Icnow nothing but you Alas * I 

if 

e Conns* sndatiibasieivK todiecoitftof 
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.Hi precisely in the Gcm^ition you suppose; tond of 
thnse who love and think of you. I feel ibis every day 
inorci and more. Wheh I mef; Mellusina, my heart 
beat with anger and emotion; she, came up to me in 
her usual ivay ; " Well, madain/^ said she, are you 
very much grieved?^’ **^Ye.s, madam/' I replied, '''as 
much as it is possible to be!" '^Ah, 1 believe it; 
ucll, I must come and comfort you/' You may Spare 
yourself the trouble# madcini, for it vi'ill be to no piir- 
f)osc/' Why, are you not ai home then r*’ said she. 
''No, madam, I am iiev<T to be met with/* ’Tlniscnd- 
our dialogue. I assus’e you she is (\mie debdlated, as 
M. (ie Toulanges says ; she seems at present to have 
no t<uigue left. But to return to my loiters which have 
not been sent to yon ; 1 am very much mortified about 
It. Do you think they will bo opened or detained? 
Ala-^l I ('onjurc those who give themselves all this trou- 
ble, to con^i(lcr huw little pleasure they will reap from 
Um perusal, and how much vexation they nil! occasion 
uy us both. Be careful at ioajbt, gentlemen, to sea! them 
up again, that they may come to hand one time or an- 
otln r. Yon tulk of pauiting ;n description ; the picture 
you draw of the (tress rjf the ladies of your province, is 
certainly as excellent as it is possible for description to 
be. You say .you wish you could see me enter your 
room, and hear me speak! Alas ! it is my greatt^st de- 
light to sjce you, to converse with yon, to listen to you ; 
I tleslroy myself with vain ituigings, aiul with vexation 
for not .having gazed and listened to you more; 
timngh I lost few of the precious momenis that wore 
hd‘t me, i am still discontented. I am a fool; that h 
b#yond dispute; but you are bound tO love my folly. 
I cannot conceive how one can be always thinking of 
the same person. Shall I never cease to think of you ? 
.No! not till thought is no more. 

VOL. I. H 
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LETTER LXXVHL 

« TO THE SAME; 

P&rU, Friday* March 30^ 187 !• 

The coadjutor of Rhcima was with us the other day at 
ipadame de Ooulauges’. I complained to him of the 
irregularity of the post; and he iold me he too had 
been served in the same way ; for he had written twice 
to you^ and had received no answer. He is going to 
Rheims^ and madanie 3e Coulanges said to liirn* 
'^Kheims! what folly to think of going thither! what 
are you to do there? you will be as weary as a dog. 
IVythcc stay here, and w^e will take a jaunt now and 
then together." Wc could not h'elp laughing at this 
speech to an archbishop, nor could she herself; but 
though we did not think it very canonical, yet uc were 
persuaded, that, were the ladies to address many of oui 
reverend prelates in the same manner, they might not 
altogether lose their labour. Monsieur de la Roche- 
foucault has asked me twemty times, whether you had 
received his sugdr«plums, and I told him all the sweet 
things you said upon the occasion. Instead of sugar- 
plums, he now sends you a story. He w as told by the 
count d’lilstrcos ^ that in his voyage to Guinea he hap- 
pened to fall m with some of the inhabitants w'ho had 
been converted to Christianity, and that going one day 
into one of their churches, he saw twenty ijegro ca- 
nons, quite naked, with stjuare caps upon their heads, 
and tlie t ^heir left arm, chanting the 

service. He begs you will make somfi rejections upon 

* Charles Maurice le Tellicr. 

f An oroament vrlilch caapns wear on their left arm when they go 
to their office. 
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this singular ajvenlure>^ and you must not suppose 
they had any thing likn a surplice on them* but were 
as naked as they were borni and as black as so many 
devils. There my cbmmission is executed. 

Madame de Guise has made a faux pas at VeHsaiUes^ 
which she endeavoured to conceal > she was brought to 
bed at the four months’ end of a poor little infant* who 
was not baptised. This is a warning to us to take core 
of ours^ves* and not hide our faults when we hWre 
(ommitted them. lyHacqueville has sent you a very 
dioll song, that has been made on monsieur de Longue* 
Mli( , It is in imitation of a lecitative m an enter* 
tairiiiient that you are not ac(]uainted with* but which 
>ou hate heard me extol highly. I know it, and can 
> ng It very well. You have wiitten a veiy pietty let- 
tt r to Guiiot. 1 am pa«>sionatc)y fond of your letters. 
If 1 possess the art of painting iii words, and you that 
of s( ting ulnt I desciibe, you will certainly not forget 
th( canons of (Tuinca The other day, as father Des- 
males was going into the pulpit, a billet was slipped 
into lus hand; and putting on his spectacles he began 
to read it aloud ; it was as follows ; 

Dp pir inoitsr igneur do Pan*', 

On ckclare ^ tons man^ 

(juc IcuTb femiDf ^ on Wi«era 
Alklujaf 

lie lead above half of it before he dtscovered his 
mistake^ every one wa’» irady to die with laughing. 
Yon ste we have wits among us. I suppose youktiOW 
th it mademoiselle has turned of! Guilloire; and poor 

* Piu5i of the oraicjy 
I* IFis pr CO of Pins gives to know 
1 o every husband, hij,h aiuf low, 

I iiai w uiPir wives wilt kiss Altelii]* 

H 2 * 
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grais is not very highly in favour : it seems they had 
both expressed tlieir sentiments too freely on the affair 
of monsieur de Lauzun. Say something respecting ma-' 
dame dc Lavardih in one of your letters; she always 
speaks with enthusiasm of your me? it, and I feel with 
enthuvsiasm a mother's fondness; if I do not tell you so 
as often as I could wish, it is from discretion ; but you 
occupy me incessanrly ; and w ithout establishing a 
rendezvous for the niiiul, like mademoiselle de Sender} , 
you may be assured that you can never think of me 
when I am no! thinking of*^}ou. your eye upon the 
moon, which J behold also, and we shall both sec tlie 
same object, though at the distance of two hundred 
leagues from each other. 


u:miii Lxxix. 

JO JIlLS\Mr. 

Palis, Monil Man 

Is it not hard that your Idlers should still be delay ul? 
^lonsieur de (’’oulanges has received hi^, and has just 
!)een here to insult me with them. lie has shown me 
ytmr answer to the extempore, wdiich I thought so 
pretty that I read it twice o\er, with pleasiiie. How 
exactly you express my idea! This extempore was 
made at one end of the table on which I was writing to 
you ; it pleased me extremely, and put mo in mind of 
that in which I failed so dreadfully. Do you remembei 
how cruel you were tome on that day ^ You condemn- 
ed me without mercy, and not all the rntreutics of 
d'Hacijneville could prevail on you to grant me a se- 
cond hearing. I had committed a great fault to be sure, 
but to be condemned as I w'as, without judge or jury, 
^as really very hard. Monsieur de Coulanges’ was 
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a good one. It is a pleasure to stud you these 
trifles,* you answer them so charmingly. What can be 
more provoking, than, after having written sometliing 
tint wo iinagine will please and amuse, to have it pass^ 
cd by unnoticed, or at least received with indiffereiMje^i 
Yon are not so cruel ; you are amiable in every lespect 
and every where. How much too are you beloved! 
m how many hearts do you hold the first place ! There 
are few who can say so much. IVlonsieur de Cou* 
langc'* is writing you the most ridiculous letter in the 
world, but quite natqj‘al ; il has diverted me extreme- 
ly. I w as yesterday at monsieur de la RochefoucaultV 
I found him screaming violently; his pain u as so acute 
that it quite overcame his fortitude, lie was sitting in 
liis chair, in a violent fever, and delirious from the ex- 
cess of pain ; 1 w'as greatly concerned for him ; I never 
saw him in such a condition before. He desired I would 
inform you of it, and assure you that the tortures of 
tho'jc who are breaking upoti the wheel, do not exceed 
what he endures half his life; and that he wishes as 
earnestly for death as they for the coup dc grace. His 
night was not at all better. 

I have Ju^t received your letter, and am retired to 
iny room, to answer it. After coming from any place 
where I have dined, I fly hither, and if I find^ a letter 
from you, 1 immediately sit do\>n, and write. No 
pleasure is equal to tins; so that 1 long with impatience 
for the days w’hen the post comes in. Ah ! iny dear 
child, fl’hciT a dilfeience there is between my manner of 
receiving letters from you, and letters from persons i 
do not love ! You de^iro me to read calmly the account 
of y.our danger : I have been more alarmed, if possible, 
IVom the letters I have seen from Avignon and other 
places than from those I received from yourself. I en- 
ter fully into M. de (jrignan’s feeling when he cried 
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our, Vog7{t la gulere ' You are r^l(y sometimes enoug!* 
to diive me mad ! If you had ^concealed tins adveutihr 
from me, I should have heard of it from others, and 
then I «hould have taken it very unkindly of you. I 
shall be very much displeased with M. de Marseille, i( 
he does not grant our ^quest. Notwithstanding all his 
fine speeches, I ha^e no great opinion of the love he 
pretends to have for Provence, when he ntitlier does nor 
flays any thing to put a stop to those 4*50,0C'0 franks, 
and makes such a fuss about trifles. I ana his most 
humble SGiTcijit. I am extremely impatient to know 
the result of this. Madame d'Angoul^Sme tells us she has 
heard you aie the most polite peison in the world ; she 
sends you a thousand compliments. 1 dread myjour*> 
ney to Bntany moie than you do. Metliinks it will be 
a second separation, giuf upon grief, parting upon part- 
ing, absence upon absiiite. In short, I begin to be se- 
riously uneasy about It, it will Le towauls the begin- 
ning «i Ma). As to my othci lourney, fui which }ou 
tell me the toad is fue, you are sensible it depends 
wholly upon yours* 11, I ha^e left u to you, and you 
have only to infoim d’llatqueville when it is to take 
place. Monsieur dc Vivonnc has an excellent me- 
mory, to pay me so haiknejed a coiiiphment ; piay 
make my respects to him, 1 shall wiite to him two yeais 
hence. Aie you not delighted w iih Bandol ? Say a gieat 
many civil things to bun for me lie has wiiticn a let- 
ter to M, de Coulangeb, a Jetui that is like himself, per- 
fectly amiable. IaiI me now desire you to taKte caie, 
BQt to lobC jour money at pU}, through indolence; 
these lossis, liilliug as they may appeal, if often ic- 
peated, aie like small showers, which, by freqnentU 
lalling, spoil the loads. 1 embrace you, my dear 
child, and conjuic you to conlinne to lo^e me; that 
being the only thing upon eaith that I am solmtoi - 
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»bout with respect to I Itavc many wishes with 

regard to you : in shorty Cveify thing turni on you, of 
> ou, or by you. 


LETTER LXXX. 

TO THE SAME, 

Livii, Tuetddy in Passiion-tveek, Match 24, 1071. 
f HAVL been here these three hoars, my dear child : 

I set out from Paris with the hbbe, Helen, Hebert, and 
Marphise in onicr to letire from the noise and bustle 
of the world till ThUtsday night. 1 purpose to remain 
in sti ict retirement ; I shall make this a little La Trappe^ 
and pass my time in prayer and reflection. I am re< 
•'>ol\cJ to observe a stiict fa<it while 1 am hero, for 
many ica'ions; to walk now, for all the time I havC 
Inthtito k(pt my room, and, above all, to humble my- 
<.< U bifoie God, But what 1 shall obsene moie sliict- 
ly tiim all this, is to think of you, my child. This 1 
lia\e not teased to do since the moment of my arrival ; 
insomuch liiat, being no longer able to contain the sen- 
timents that fill my heart, I am set down to give vent 
to them on paper, at the end of the little shady alley 
you are so fond of; 1 sit upon the bank of ttioss on 
which I have formeily seen you lie. But, good God, 
v\liat place is there here where I have not seen you? 
and how do all these thoughts crowd upon my heart f 
There is not a place, not ,a spot, in the house, in the 
church, in the country round, or in the garden, where 
I have not seen you ; and which does not furnish me 
wMth some fresh subject for remembrance, and present 
\ou in a manner to my eyes. 1 think of the same 


* Tljc name of a {a\ounte biicb of madaiue cle S<fvignr'». 
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things again and my head« in\ heaif, iny nnnd 

are all at work , bur m \ain I tui.n ruy (\es, jq \ain i 
look around . tlicileai child that 1 adoit, is tuo huii> 
died leagucb fioni me — she is no longer With me : lliti 
1 cannot forbcai bursting into teais. This is a 
weakness^ but I hare not the powei to resiSt a Itilunr 
so just and so natuial. 1 know not w hat disposition you 
may be m v\ hen } on icad thi>, cliaiiee iiiaj diuct a 
to y our hand in an unlucky inouu nt, and then perhaps 
it will not bi lead witii tin same spnjt in wliieh it 
wiitten; il so, 1 cannot htlp it; liov\e\ei, it ^eives at 
present to Icllt^o me, and that is ail I expert from it 
Tlu state into which this place has thiownme is seaic( 
ly conciivable. 1 best ten you to conceal my ioiblcs 
fioin otluis , but you ou^hl to love them yourself, and 
to respeet the teais which How from a heart diU » 
wholly your own. 


l.l riMi l\XXL 

rO I HE S\ML, 

Livri, Hoi) TluiJ'sdo, Ma li 20, U»*'l 
IIm) I shed as nnny Itais foi iny sms is I h i\c on your 
account, since 1 ha\e been bcie, I should be in an t \> 
eellciit disposition to observe my J^a‘*tei and jubiltc I 
shouUl have passtd my timt luic in the innnnci [ piu- 
posecl, had not the icmembiaiKi of you haunted nu 
more than 1 thought it would JIow stiaiige is t*he foie**' 
imagination ' it le^pieseiits things as if they weie ac- 
tually present to us, we considei them so, and to a 
heart like innu, isi death. I know not wluic to 
hide my sr If liom > on. When m Paii", the house tin n 
renews iTi\ .ruef daily, and Lnii on ei whelms me. On 
your pait, it is liom an cfloit of memoiy that you think 
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of me. Provence csinpot set me befoie ^ our eyes, as 
every place here presents you to mine. I have expe* 
rienced something like pleasure here, even in the midst 
of my giicf. The deep^ solitude, the avsful silence, the 
melancholy office of the day, the devout singing of the 
tenebiae*, and the solemn fast, added to the beauty of 
the gardens, whidi would cliarni you, .ill these have 
afibrded me great pleasure. 1 never passed a Passion- 
week here before; how often have I wished for yon 
here ! but I am obliged to return to Palis ; there 1 shall 
find letters fiom you. I intend going to-m6rrow to hear 
Bourdalouc, or Ma'-ciron, on the Passion : I alw'ays had 
a great veneration for those devotional seasons. Adieu, 
my dear love, you will hear no more fioni me from 
Lnri: could I have had resolution enough to forbear 
willing to you from hence, and to have made a sacrifice 
to (iod of the emotions of my hcait, it would have been 
oi more value than all the penances that could be im- 
[)used : hut, instead of making a good use oi thl^ retire- 
ment, 1 have amused myself with nothing but writing 
to you cihoul it. Ah ! my child, how weak, how wretch- 
ed ib this in me ! 


IJLTTER LXXXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Pori*, Qood^Fridftj, March 27, tfi7i. 

I POUND a large packet of lettera from you, on my ar- 
1 ival hire. I shall answer the gentlcmeo when I am 
less employed in ray devotions ; m the mean time, en|# 
Jvrace your dear husband for me; I am sensibly affect- 
ed with his friendship and bis letter. 1 am very glad 
that the bridge of Avignon falls upon the back of the 


V An oiScc in the Romish charch, 
'h 5 



154 


LETTERS Of 


coadjutor; for 1 find it nas he that made you p^l^g it 
As for poor Grignan, he was n-solved to be di owned 
with you, out of spite; choosing rather to die, than 
litre with such unreasonable people; it is all over 
the coadjutor; now he has this fault to ansvier foi- alone: 
with the rest I am ^extremely obliged to Bandol, for 
hi$ agreeable narrative. But what reason, my dear, 
have you to fear that any other letter should sot asido 
'yours? yob certainly could not have read it over a se- 
cond time. To me^vi'ho ha\e perused it with the greatest 
attention, it gave real pleasure, a pleasure that nothing 
can exceed ; a pit asure too great to be indulged on a 
day like this : 30U have satisfied my curiosity in a 
thousand things I wanted to know. I doubted vlrhether 
the predictions relating to Vardes were all false; I 
doubted whether you had not been guilty of some 
omission in point of ceremony; 1 doubted iivhether the 
life you led was so dull as you represented : but what 
will surprise you must is, that with all the aversion 
which I know you liavc for relating little stories, I hr - 
lie^ed that you had too much good sens^ not to ^ee, 
that it is '•omefimes both agreeable and necessary. 

I am of opinion, that no subject should be absoluteK 
prohibited in conversation ; and that a proper discern- 
ment, and proper occasions, may introduce by turns 
every thing that M proper to coinpohe it. I cannot con- 
ceive why you shohid Ay you do not t^ll a story well; 

I am sure I know few that command more, attention 
thanyoum^if: this is not the only necessary qifalifica- 
tiOAf 1 grant; but whed that supplies the place of wit, 
and makes it impossible for yotf to say any thing dis^ 
agreeable, I think you ought to be satisfied with ac- 
c|uitting yourself as you do« 

1 heard Mascaronon the Passion, and he made a very 
fine and affecting discourse: 1 had a great inclination to 
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go afterwards to Bourdaloue, but it was impossible: 
places had been kept ever since Wednesday, and the 
crowd was terrific. I knew it was to be the same ser-» 
moil that monsieur de Grignati and I lieard him preach 
la^t year at the Jesuits, and it was that which gave me 
so strong a desire to go: it was extremely fine, but it 
was only like a dieattt to me. How I pity you in har* 
ing such a wretched preacher ! but was that a reason 
for laughing^ I shall be apt to say to you, as I djd 
once before, What tired! oh for shame!” I never 
suspected your being happ}^ with M. de Gn^aa; nor, 
to my knowledge, diJ 1 ever express the least doubt of 
It ; only 1 should be glad to bear that you were so from 
^ou or from him, not by way of infoimation, but as n 
pleasing confirmation of what I so ardently desire* 
Without that, Provence would be indeed insuppot table } 
but I readily believe, monsieur de Grignan takes no 
<mall pains to make you pass your time theie n<; agree* 
ably as possible. He and I have the same feelings at 
heart. 

Marshal d^Albert has gained a suit on which depen4iid 
forty ihoushnd livrea a year, and is pot into the posses* 
Sion of all that belonged to his ancestors. lie has raid* 
cd all Bearn : there are. twenty families that had bought 
and sold for considerable vvho are now obliged 
to restore the whole with interest Ibr a hundred years- 
past. This affair will be attended with dreadful conse- 
quences. But fercwell, thou little demon! who divert* 
est mp thoughts 0om every thing else ; I U> have 
been an hour ago at the^tensbr#* 
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Piilis, Tndi^, April 1, It 

1 &£Ji;aN£D yestiE'ifh^ from bt. Gcmiain uith madamt 
O’Arpajon. livei^ one at courtinqniicd affti \ on , among 
the rest, it will not be ami**s 1 think, lo tlistinj^uish 
the queen, who accohttd nu, ind 'i-^ked how my dnigh* 
ter was after her alJaii upon roc Rhom 1 Htuuud hci 
majesty thanks i 01 llu honoui sft did \on in n nicin- 
brnng jou- bl c Inen desired mo to It 1 hci in wlnt 
mannti ^ou hid like to ha\t Icvo lost J itcordm^lv 
gave hci an (Ucount of M>iir ciossiiig tfn iivri in a 
storm of wind, and that a siiddtn gust had ihiown \ou 
under an arth, within m iruh of one of the piles, which 
if you had once touched, all the woild could not ha^c 
saved you. But say s the queen, ''Was hei husband 
with herf” "\es madam, and the coaditiloi too 
"Really,” said sit, ' they wcic «i tally to hlamc ' 
She gave two or thuc Alases * whiU I was talking to 
her, and said many obliging thin^^ of y on Aticrward'* 
a tiiimber of ladies came ni, and among the lest, th* 
young duchess of Ventadour, very fine and verv baud- 
bome; it was some time before they brought ftr the 
divine tabouret^ ; Ah, said I, toin ngto the grand mas- 
ter f, why do they not give it hei, she has purchased it 
dearly enough £ ^ He was of my opinion. In th^ midst 
of a silence in the circle, the queen turned to XDe> and 

* The tabcMuct is a stool to ut on m |irtsenca of the queen, a 
Allege never eiqoytd but bj ladies of the first quality 
-f* The count d( Liide, grand xna&ter of the artillery. 

X Monsieur de \ciitadour was not only >eiy ugly and deformed, but, 
at the some ume, a great debftuditc. 
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risked me who my gramUdau^htcr was Idvo ^ 1\L de 

Chignaii, madam,” lephod I ; upon which hor majesty 
< \v laimed, Indeed ' I am soi i y for it and added, m 
<1 low tone of \oice, " She had bettor hate resembled 
her mother or grandmother:” so you see bow much 1 
'irn mdtbtul to you in making my court. Mar^^hal 
Bellefond made me piomisc to distinguish him from the 
crowd : I made your compliments to monsieur and ma-* 

dame Duras, and to messieurs de Charot and Montau-. 

• 

sier, and tuui qiumti^ not to forget the dauphin and ma- 
demoiselle, who both talked great deal to me about 
^ou. 1 likewise saw madome de Ludre, she accosted 
nic w ith an excess of civility and kindm ss that surprised 
me, and talked in the uukI aiFcctionate manner of you ; 
wlun all on a sudden^ as I was going to make her a 
suitable answer, I found she was not attending to me, 
and saw her fine eyes waiideiing tuund the room; I 
piesdiil} [lerctivcd it, and those who saw I took notice 
ot it, weic pleased with me, and could not help laugh- 
in. . S’u has been dipped in the sea ^ : the sea beheld 
all lui naked beauties, and is grown, if possible, mot^ 
ptoud than ever ; the sea I mean, for the pride of the 
fan one was rather humbled. 

1 have been extiemdy diverted with our hurly-burly 
head*di esses ; some of them looked as if you could have 
blown them ofl' their shouldol^. Ntnc^ f ssud that la 
Choiseiil was as like the flaunting hostess of an inn, as 
one drop of water to another ; a mos<^ excellent siintli^ 1 
But thak Kiiion is a dangerous creature ; if you enly 
knew how she argues upon religion, it woutdi make you 
shudder. Her zeal to pervert the minds of young 
pie lb much the same as that of a certain gentleman of St. 

* Sre the Letter of the ISth Mareb Ibregt^ng 

*} Ninon de TEncios, faiioous lor her irit juad Iree-thioklog. 
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Germain tliat we saw once at Livri. She says, your 
brother has all the biinplicity of the dove, that he is just 
like his mother ; but that madarne de Grignan has all 
the hre of the family, and has more sense than to be so 
docile. A certain person would ha^ e taken your part, 
and put her out of conceit with you on that head ; but 
she bid him hold his tongue, and told him, that she 
knew more of the matter than he did. What a depra- 
vity of taste ! because she knows you to be handsome 
and witty, she must needs saddle you with the other 
qualification, without which, according to her rule, there 
is no being perfect. I am greatly concerned for the 
harm she does my son in this point ; but do not take 
any notice of it to him. Madame dc la Fayette and 1 
use all our endeavours to di<:engagc him from so danger- 
ous an attachment : besides her, be has a little actress'^, 
and all the players of the to\^ n upon his hands, to v, horn 
he gives suppers ; in short, he is perfectly infatuated. 
You know what a joke he makes of Mascaron. I fancy 
your Minim f would suit him. I never read any thing 
more diverting than what you w'lote to me about that 
man ; 1 read it to monsieur de la Rochefoucault, who 
laughed heaitily at it. He desires me to tell you, that 
there is a certain apostle who is running up and down 
after his rib, which he would fain appropriate to him- 
self, as a part of >is goods hnd chattels ; but unluckily 
foi him, he is not clever at enterpiise. I fancy Mellu- 
sina IS fallen into some pit, we do not hear a single 
word about her. M. de la Rocbefbucault sayssbesides, 
that if he was only thirty years younger, be should 
certlunty have a great inclination for M. de Grignan^s 
third rid> f* cf y(Mur letter, where you say 

* La Champm^^* 

^ Thr priest who pn^cbed at Grtgoan. 

X That is, to mad. de Oidgatni, who was M.de Griguaii's third wif*-. 
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he has already had two of his ribs broken^ made him 
huqh heartdy : we always wwh for some oddity or 
Of her to divert you, but we very much doubt whether 
ihis has not turned out rather more to your satisfaction 
than ours. After all, we pity you extremely, in not 
having the word of God preached in a suitable manner. 
Ah, that Bourdaloue * his sermon ofi the Passion was 
they say, the most pet feet thing of the kind that can 
be imagined ; it was the same be preached last year^ ^ 
but revised and altered with the assistance of some 
of ins friends that it mi^ht bejwholly inimitable ; how 
can one love God, if one never hears him pioperly 
vpokenof.^ you must really possess a gi eater portion 
of cji acc than others. We went the other day to hear 
the abbe Montmort*; I noier Inard a pi ettier sermon 
loi so young a beginner : 1 wish \oii had such a one in 
im room of your ISIiniin. He made the sign of the 
tio'-s and give out hib text; he did not anathematise 
i) b atididice, he did not load us with abuse ; he told us 
iKit to bo und* r any apprehensions concerning death, 

‘ nice it was the only passage we had to a glorious re- 
.iirKction with Jesus G hr ist. We agreed with him in 
thiN, and every one went away contented : he has no- 
thing offensive in his manner $ he imitates monsieur 
d’Agen Without copying him; he has a modest confidence, 

learned, and pious ; in short, I was highly pheased 
with him. 

Madame de V^uvineux returns you a thousand 
thanks : dier daughter has been very ill. Madaspe 
Arpajon embraces you, and M. h Camus profmes to 
adore you ; and I, my dear child, what do you thiafel 
dd ? — love you, think of you sHOessanily, melt Into tearo 
mn :h oftener than I wish, busy myself in your aSaira, 


* AO«>rwardsbidiop of BiqKmne* 
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make myself unhappy about your thoughts of me, feel 
all your disquiets and chagrins, wish to suffer them foi 
you, and, if it were possible, to lemove every thing un- 
plcasing from your heait, as I used to remove whatever 
1 found superfluous or disagiceable in your apartment ; 
in a word, think wliat it is to love another mfiiiitely be- 
yond yourself, and this is what I do. These are often 
words of couise, and the evpression is much abused ; 

^ but 1 repeat it again, without jirofanation, and 1 feel it 
truly in its full force. 

LCTTER 1 .XXX 1 V- 

TO IIIE SAME. 

Pans, Fitdrtj, /ypril 3, 1671. 

I SEND you a niiniln r of httcis, ^^lJlc^l I beg you to 
distiibute for me. 1 wish tlie two that aie unsealed 
may pliase you ; they were written off hand , for }ou 
know I never attempt to mend but I spoil. If we wcie 
nearer to each othti 1 might alUi thtni to yoiu fancy, 
fur you know I always had a gieat opinion of 30111* 
judgement. But vAiiat can be done rl such a distance ? 
You have charmed me by wiiting to M. le ('ainus. 
Your own good sense has made you act as if Castor and 
Pollux had conveyed ray thoughts to 3 ou. 1 send you 
hts answer. We laughed very heartily 3'esterday, at M. 
de la Rochefoucaull^s, at the letter your bi other sent 
you. 1 saw tlie duke at madarae dc la Fayette’s ; he 
enquired very kindly after you, and desiied me to tell 
you^ that lie is going to the states of Burgundy, and 
that he shall judge, by the fatigue of his own entr^, 
what you must have sofifered m yours. Madame dc 
Brissac came in ; there is an aii of warfare, or at least, 
of ill-conditioned peace, between them, which inlncn- 



MAD\ME DE EEVICnL 


10! 


» J US. We found they were playi'ng at cio*is.pui poses, 

« yoM and he formtily did. Theic was a keenness m 
ill thib that highly amused those who bbsci ved it. Just 
then came in la Marans *, site smelled a rat. 1 must 
tell you what madamc de la Fayette and I <atd to her, 
without having concerted it bt fore hand, when she de- 
sired us to take her with us to spend the e^enlng with 
her son |. ** Y0h will be kind enough, madam, to 

hung me back m youi carnage,^* said she to mei« 
Pardon me, madam, 1 am obligtd to stop atmidame 
du Pui-du-Fou’s a great he, tor 1 had been thcic 
befoie Well, away she goes to madame dc la Fay- 
ette ; ** Madame/^ says she, “ 1 suppose my son can 
send me back in Ins carnage ” Indeed, mad ini, I do 
not think he can, for he sold his horses ^isUi day to the 
manpns d( Ragni.’^ 1 his was anothci lie , the sale was 
an iiiMiitioii of hci own boon alter, rnadame de 
bchomix rc» t illccl foi iici , and she was obliged to go, 
and both tins show of lo\c, and the h<»pc of sce- 
nic lui son with us. ^hewcntofl with hti laaitKady 
lobui’jtwith iag( , and thru in id mu de I ayellc and 
1 conseei itcd our two msweis to you, miwilhiig to 
ornit an;y occasion of olltiing a jusl s ^ciihee to your re- 
Kngt. I took upon myself to give ^ou this account, 

. and we ]oin in wishing it may delight you, is much as 
it did Us. I am going to dim oi Lai at dm. I shall 
finish mv letter this cv< ning, J will not mak*^ it a long 
< ne, I am afraid it will fatigue you, 

9 

lucMlay nii^jbLt* 

I h\\e dined en Laxajdma^eli, oi nihci c/i batcadin- 
* Met^usina 

t S ) iilic u& d to call M d< I 11 b f iu<' ah. 
t Wi h madame dc LNiiaruiti Ih ^okc liMe hi) in the omihtudr 
J i in the, two words La a d a^t wi J Raiorltnt which U i' 
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age, I have never seen any thing like it ; but though 
madamc de Brissac was m one of her best humours, yet 
she could not supply the want of monsieur dc la Roche* 
foucault and Beneerade. 

The king has insisted upon a reconciliation between 
madame de Longuevillc and Mademoiselle. 1 hey met 
at the Caunelitcs and ihcie it was effected. Mademoi- 
selle has given Guilloir fifty thousijpd fianks; we all 
^wish she had done as much for Segrais. The marquis 
d' Atnbrcs is at length acknowledged as thedciiig^s other 
lieutenant of Gu)enne, ^n paying 200,000 franks. 1 
do not know whether his regiment'^ is yet taken into 
pay ; when 1 do, 1 will infoim you. Adieu, my dear*^ 
est love, 1 will not fatigue you, theie is reason m all 
things. 


LETTER LXXXV. 

TO TUB SAMS. 

Pans, Saturday, April 4- 1671. 

[This Lettci, which js wiituii partly by madame dc 
Sevigne, and partly by her frierd madame de la Troche, 
1 ^ wholly taken up with desciibing the new fashion of 
cutting and curling the hair, which then prevailed 
among the ladies ot the couit; a subject which, how'- 
evei entertaining it might have been at that time, and 
between the persons concetned in the coi respoiidence, 
docs not appear of consequence enough to' merit a 
translation.] 

Impossiblf topresene in English, and means no more than that tue 
afternoon was spent in mere tittlc>tatde, or what wc call tea-talile chat 
Bavdrdcr, to talk to balile or ratlh, 

* The legimtnt of Cbainpaguc.. 
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LETfER LXXXVL 

TO THE 

pAilSy WtJnciidayi April 8^ 

<>uOD God! my d<?ar chiid> how charming are yout 
letters ! there are paesages in them worthy of the press’; 
you will certainly find, some day or other, you will 
hare a treacherous friend tsho will print thein.^ You 
have been, it seems, to\your <levotions, wliere you 
found our poor sisters qf St. Marj/. You have got a cell 
among them ; but take care you do not fatigue yotit 
mind too much; gloomy reveries .indulged in too much 
arc sometimes dangerous. We should pass over lightly 
painful images : you will find great satisfaction in being 
at a house v^herc you were mistress. 

1 cannot but admire the customs of your ladies in 
Provence; the description you give me of their cere- 
moniousness, IS a finished piece in its kind: but it 
would drive me mad, and I cannot concede how you 
bear iu You imagine that I should do admirably well 
in Provfnce; far from it, 1 assure ^ou I should be 
quite rude, every thing unreasonable vexes roe, and 
•^ant of sincerity oftends me* I should say to them, 
" Ladies, let us undei stand one another; am I to con- 
duct you back again? If I am, 1 desire you will not 
prevent me, nor let us stand wasting our time and breath 
to no purpose : if you do not wish this, pray spare me 
the ceremony of making the offer.” I am not in the 
least surprised, that their farcical mode of proceeding 
puts you out of patience ; 1 should have still less pa- 
lienee than you have. 

But a word or two concerning your brolbei* : Ninon 
rns> di*'rai<'sed him. She is weary of loving without be- 
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inp; loved jn relurn ; she has insisted upon ht$ return- 
ing her letters, which he has accordingly done. I was 
not a little pleased at this s(j)aration. 1 gave him .i 
hint of the duty he owed to God, reminded him of his 
former good sentiments, and entreated him not to stifle 
all notions of religion in Ins breast : had it not been for 
his allowing me this libeity ol tin owing in a word or 
two now and then, 1 should not have ptnnitted a confi- 
dence with which I had nothing to do. But this is not 
all ; when one side gives way, we think to repair it with 
the other, and are deceived. ,irhe young Alerveille has 
not broken as yet, but she wdll soon, 1 believe. I know 
now why your brother came yesterday from the farther 
cud of Paris to see me. lie wanted to acquaint me 
with an accident that had befallen him : he found a fa.- 
vourable opportunity ; but when he came to the point 

it was a '.Irange thing! the poor damsel nevtr 

had been $0 enteitained in her life: the disconcerted 
Ciivalier retired, thinking himself, bewitched, and what 
is belter still, he could not be easy till he had acquaint- 
ed me with his disaster: we laughed very heartily at 
him : 1 told him I was o^erJoyed to find him punished 
in the sinful part ; ho laid the blame upon me, and told 
me he fancied 1 had given him some of the ice that was' 
in my composition ; that he did not desire to resemble 
me in that particular, and that 1 had better have con- 
fericd it on my daughter. He was resolved to apply 
to Pecquet to put him to rights again ; said the most 
OKtravagant things in the world, and so did* I too ; in 
short, it was a scene worthy of Moliere. But the truth 
of the matter i’S, this affair has given such a check to 
the gentleman's imagination, that he will not come to 
himself again very soon. In \am 1 assure him, that 
the empire of love abounds in tiagic stoties ; he is deaf 
to all rtasoningon this head. The poor Chimene says. 
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she sees plainly^ that he no longer loves her, *and has 
aj>pr}ed herself elsewhere for comfort. In short, this 
all lir makes me laugh, and I wish sincei'ely it may be 
the means of weaning him from a state so offensive to 
God, and dangerous to his own soul. Ninon tokl him, 
tliat lie nas a mere pompion fricasseed in snow. See what 
it In to keep good company ! one learils such pretty ex- 
pressions ! 

Your brotlier told me the other day of a player, who 
being resolved to marry, though ho laboured under a 
certain dangerous disorder, one of his companions said 
to him, Zounds, cannot you stay till you are cured ? 
you will be the ruin of us all.*’ I thought there wad 
Nomething very epigiammatical in this turn. 

A few days ago, madanie de Marans was at madame 
de rayette’s ; Lord bless me,” says she, ** 1 must 
ha\e my haircut’” Dear madam,” says de la Fay- 
ette, pointedly to her, 1 would not advise you to have 
that done upon any account ; it is a fashion tliat he- 
roines none but young people,” If that stroke does 
not please you, let us hear something better of your 
own. 

J send you a letter I received fiom monsieur de Mar- 
seille. 1 fancy my answer will be such as you will ap- 
since you would have it frank and sincere, '' and 
agreeable to that friendship you have sworn to yourself, 
which is built on interest, and cemented by dissimulation.” 
This last clause is in Tacitus : I think I never read any 
thing more beautiful : 1 approve the sentiment, and shall 
adopt it, since it must be so. Adieu, my love, I think 
of nothing but you ; and if by a miracle, which I nei- 
ther desire nor wish, you should for a moment be absent 
' Iroin my mind, I should fancy myself as void of soul 
IS one of Benoit’s figures *. 

* Ad arti&t \eiy famous for hia figures in uax. 
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Monsjieur Ambres has icsigued his regiment to 
the king for 80^000 franks^ and ISOjOOO lm’es« which 
makes the 200,000 franks He thinks himself ver^ 
happy in being out of the infantry, that is, the hos- 
pital. 


LETTER LXXXVIL 

ro TXIC SAME. 

Pans, Tliursday, April 9 ^ I671. 

MoNsiruu Magm-otti is going to set out for Provence ; 
how I should like to accompany him ! I do not know 
what pleasure he may take 111 seeing you, but 1 am sure 
it would be a sensible one to me. lie is now at play 
with my little graiuLdaugliter : he thought you must 
be tciy handsome when he saw the child. 1 too, who 
tliink all the Gngnans beauties am very well pleased 
wiih her. 1 dare say you will be glad to see a man of 
w'oith, a m<>n of the world, a man W'ho, li }ou choose 
it| will talk French and Italian wnth you, a man whose 
accomplishments are acknowledged by all the court, a ' 
man, in shoit, who btings \ou two pair of Georget's 
shoes; what more can I say in his praise > He is go- 
ing to ^ isit niadame de Monaco, and I will lay any 
wager that you will write to her by him : he says, that 
without a letter from me« be should not be received by 
} ou as he could wish ; in short, he makes a jest of me. 

I envy him, and embrace you most sivicerel^i/, but not 
in order to make an end of my letter. 

^ Tliti price that mi given for the post of Ueutcxnnt-gcneral of 
Uppfer Gujemie. 
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LETTER LXXXVm. - 

TO TBS same. 

Paris, Friday, April lOf 1671« 

1 waoTE to you on Wednesday by tlie post, yesterday 
by Magalotti, and to-day again by the post; but last 
night 1 lost a charming opportunity^ 1 went to walk at ^ 
Vmcennes, en Troche*, and by the way met with a 
string of galley-slaves ; they w^re going to Marseilles, 
and will be there in about a month. Nothing could 
have been surer thah this mode of conveyance, but an- 
other thought came into my head, which was to go 
with them myself. There was one Duval among them, 
who appeared to be acouversible man : you will see them 
when they come in, and I suppose you would have been 
agreeably surprised to have seen mean the midst of the 
crowd of women that accompany them. I wish you knew 
of what importance the words Provence, INIarseille, Aix, 
are become to me ; even the RhdnO, that devilish llli6ne, 
and Lyons, are something to me. Britany and Burgundy 
appear like places under the pole, in which 1 take no 
soit of interest; I may say, with Coulanges, ♦'Otbe 
^surprising power of my orvietan Really, my cbjldj 
' it w'as admirable in you to desire the abb4 f to prevent 
my sending you any more presents! What nonsense ! 
Do I in reality make you any? You call the news- 
papers 1 s<^nd you by that name. You never can divest 
me of the desire of thus giving; it is the most sensible 
pleasure 1 can enjoy. You should rather rejoice^ with 
if 1 indulged myself more frequently in it. The 

* With her inend xnadame de la Troche. 

t The abbd de Coulanges, who lived with his mess lUsdaine de 
Sdvignd. 
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method you took of thanking me was highly pleaMUg 
to me. 

^Your letters are excellent; one might venture r(. 
swear they were not dictated by the good ladies of the 
country where you reside. I find that M. de Grignan, 
to his other connexions with you, adds that of being 
your companion ;'#he seem^ me the only one who 
understands yon : be careful to preserve the happiness 
of his heart by the tenderness of yours^ and consider 
‘ that if you do not lioth love me, each according to your 
proper dogicc of estimation, you will be the most un» 
grateful of bc‘ings. Tlie new opinion, that there is no 
such thing as ingratitude in the world, appears to me, 
for the reasons which v\e have so fiequcntly discussed, 
like the philosophy of Descartes, and the contrary one, 
like that of Aristotle : you know the deference 1 always 
paid to the authority of the latter; it is the same with 
respect to niy opiiiion of ingratitude. I should pio- 
nounce you then, my child> to be a little ungrateful 
wretch ; but, happily, and the idea constitutes all my 
comfort, I know you to be incapable of such conduct, 
and I therefore yield without reserve to the feelings of 
my heart. Adieu, my dearest love, I am going to close 
this letter; 1 shall write you another to-night, in winch 
I shall give you an account of the occurrences of tin day. 
We are evciy day in hopes of letting your house ; \ ou 
may suppose I can forget nothing that relates to you ; I 
am as interested in j’our ailairs as the most «>elfish being 
ever was in his own. 
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TO tHB SAME, 



rnJd> night, April 10 , I671. 

1 9tf AKC up packet at monsieur dela Rochefooeault’s^ * 
who embraces you very heartily ; he is delighted with 
your answer about the canons and father Desenares 
there is some pleasure in sending you these.tnfles 
you answer them so prettily. 4Ie begs \ou to be as*^ 
sured that you still live strongly in his remembrance^ 
and that if he, bears any thiug worth your notice he 
udl certainly communicate it to you. Jie is at his 
hotel de llochefoucault, having no longer any hopes of 
recovering the use of fats feet; he talks of going to the 
waters ; 1 am for sending him to Digiie^ others to Boui- 
bon. I dined Bavardin t, and m 4b complete a style, 
that ! thought we should have (Hod. Wc did not talk 
merely, a^ we used to do; we did nothing but chatter. 

Brancas was overturned the other day into a ditcb» 
where he found himself so much at his ease, that he 
asked those who came to help him out, if they bad any 
oc( asion for hi$ services. His glasses were ail broken* 
and his head would have been so too, if he had notdiceii 
more lucky than wise : but all this did not seem to have 
destroyed bis reverie in the ieasi. I wrote this morn« 
ing to let him know he had been overturned* and was 
very near«breaking his neck, as I supposed he Was the 
only person in Paris who nas ignorant of ttj; and that 
1 took the opporfunity of eBpressiiIgthe Concern it gave 
me! 1 expect hia answer. Ihe countess de I'lesque* 


* bee the Letter ol the >otk rf Morth. 

Tlut IS, at inadiinie de Ldvardlii’^, was extremely fimd of news 
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and Bnole^ send you their compliments. Adieu^ my 
very dear child^ I am going to seal my packet. As 1 
pervaded you have nd doubt of my loVe and friend- 
shi][» for yoUi I slmll say nothing to you upon that sub- 
ject to-night. 

* t 

V 

FROM MAOAME DE FIESQOB. 

i 

c Tbs countess f cannot see a letter going to you^ with- 
out putting in something of her own, if it is only to 
congratulate you on the additten ef the 6ve thousand 
franks. By what you know of her disposition, you 
will easily judge that she looks upon five thousand 
francs as a much better subject for congratulations than 
five hundred thousand admirers, and as many orations, 
which your perfections and honours have procured you. 


IJETTER XC. 

TO THU SAME. 

iduailaj, April 12, 1672. 

'f BB pleasure I take in writing to you daily, makes me^ 
very accommodating to those who request letters of me, 
witbout which they do not choose 4o appear before you^* 
t desire nothing bqi^r. ^Is will be delivered to you 
by monsieur de let me die if I kimw his name ; 

but, however, he is a very worthy man, and seems to me 
to have some understanding; we have seen ^im here; 
Ills face is kHotvn to you ; for my part, I have not been 
abletoaftxatiamatoit. Donottakepattemby my let- 
ters, they are infinite ; they me my only pleasure ; but 

t Madane^ Flesqve was known in tlu polite wodd by the naiue of 
ifw Cmmtess: tnfuUtin^ la tomiesse. 



^outd are of a length chU aarprtses me* 1 shdidd 
never be weary of re^nig them. If monsieur de 
Grigmut, who lays, no one can like h>i){( letters# cjjuicb 
iuice bare a, thought of that kind when he reeved 
yours> ( would petition to have you divorced^ and come 
myself and letch you instead of going into Brit- 

tiny, firsmtas and 1 had a quarrel last night : be pre- 
tended 1 had snade use of an indecorous expression rsh 
lattng to irlendship ; nobody heard it, not even t m^** 
self; this was crdwning the fault ; be flung out bf the 
room in a violent passion. , These over-niceties are 
troublesome ; I have them not for him, but I have tham ^ 
too much for a oettain beautiful love who is dearer to 
me than my life, and whom I embrace with all the af« 
fectton of my heart 

LETTER XCL 

* TO THB $AMB. 

P4n8, Wednesday, April 1 5, 1 67 

1 HAVc just received the letter you sent me by Gaci*. 
You bpeak bf Provence, as if it were Norway; 1 
always thought it bad been warm there; and I bad 
persuaded myself of H so strongly, that the othar day, 

* which was remarkably sidtryy made me quite^ mehm- 
cboly; the company though it was (rom my appjre- 
hension that you were stilt moire inoommodei) with heaf 
than myself ; and indeed I could not imagine that to bo 
the case without being uneomforMiblc. And now, my 
dear child. 1 must ttll yon that chocolate no longer 
holds the place m iny esteem that it u>*ed to do; fli- 
<)iion has influenced me, as it always does ; those who 


* Aliens <iidi marshal Mortignon. 
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Msed to praise cluicokte, now speak ill of it, revile ii, 
and accuse it of all tbe disorders to which we are sub- 
jects It oc( asions the vapours, and palpUatton of tlie 
hear^ it flatters you for a time indeed, but presently 
lights up a fove^ that continuts, and at length carries 
you to the grave. In sliort, my dear, the grand ma* 
bter who used to upon it, is become its declared 
enemy: judge then, if I can be its friend t« Let me 
entreat you no longei to be oO advocate for it, for it is 
no longer in fashion with the genteel part of the world. 

1 have not sefn Gace^ 1 believe I shall kiss him. 
Good heavens ! a man who has seen you, wdio has but 
just quitted you, who ha*, even spoken to you! with 
what pleasuie shall 1 behold him ! Your description of 
cardinal Grimaldi t is excellent; the words, Does it 
sting are exquisite, and made me laugh heartily ; I 
wish you could oftener do the same. Montgobert dt- 
veits me; she understands your language ; how happy 
she is in hav iiig good sense, and m being so near you * 
1 have no patience with fools! they make iny blood 
boil. 1 thank you for lemembei ing the game of rev ei sis, 
and for playing at mail. The latter is admirably adapt- 
e<i to persons who are well made and skilful, like your- 
self. I shall play at it in my dessert, A-piopos of dea- 
seits. Did not Adhemar send yoxi word that the coad- 
jutor's servant, who had been at LaTiappe, was return* 
ed almost beside himself, not having been able to un«^ 
dergo the austerities of that place ? They aie looking 
out for a convent of cotton fdr him, in order to j*ecover 

« Tile coiitic dc Ludie. 

>)• it said dut the count <k Xaidre was in lo\e with madaine dc 
S^vignc^i but IS he was a man uliose attachment could never be of pre« 
^uciicf 10 diechiractfrofany lady, madamc de Stcign/ was the first lo 
lduf,h at ii. See the Amours of the Gauis, by th» count de Bussi. 

X Ar< h'n bop Of Ajx. 
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him a httlc from his present wretchet) condition, i wisti 
that LaTrappe^ in arming at more thao is consistent^ 
with haman nature^ may nof» by that 'means, become a 
mad-house. - 

I wept bitterly when I wrote to yy/t from IJvii, and 
I weep anew at the afFecUonate u^ncr in which you 
received my letter, and the efiedCsit produced in your 
heart. Our souls were vei^j^^mmunicative, and passed 
faithfully fi*oni Livri into Pretence; if you feel tSo 
same sentiments every time I adlict myself *about you, 

I pity you, and advise you to renounce so unpleasant 
a sympathy. Never, surely, was any thing so easily 
awakened as my aifection for you ; a thousand dreom* 
stances, a thousand thoughts, a thousand remembrantesi 
occupy my heart ; but alw'dys in the manner you could 
wish ; my memory presents me with nothing but pleas* 
ing images of your amiable qualities; I hope yours 
does the same. The letter you have wiitten to your 
brother is an excellent one; you guessed rightly, he 
has quite the fashionable atr about the eyes ; but no 
Easter, no jubilee. The only good thing I know ui 
him is, that he avoids saciilege; indeed, 1 endeavoured 
to persuade him from it ; but the disease* of hia soul is 
iallen upon his body, and bis mistresses are not inclined 
» to bear with patitnce this inconvenience. God directs 
all for the best; 1 hope the journey to Lorrain will 
break up those vile connexions^ He it very facetioqs 
upon his disaster; he says he is like old and is 

resolved to be boded in a caldron of heibs, to recover 
his youth. He relates all his Allies to me ; t scold 
]iim, insist upon hearing no more, and yet I still listen 
to him. He enlivens me, and does all in his power to 
amuse me. 1 know he has a regard for me ; he professes 
to be charmed with the aflectKm you show me ; he gives 
inc many rubs upon my own a|;tacbmoiit, which 1 con- 
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hsA is greatest when I woeki conceal it. And I 
^will confess^ my dear, yet anpther thing, thitti beltfrve 
you love me likewise ; you appear to 1^ st«f«jdy, and 1 
think \our word is to be depended upon. Which fs one 
reason among o^ers of rny eHtcTintng yon so ranch. So 
your gemleintn beg^ to be used to you, but the ladies 
have as yet no taste tbr^yen ! Poor souls ! 

'4 

IJETTER XCII. 

( '' 
ro Tltc SAVE. 

Parisi Fiifla}, Apnl t7» tOri. 

This Friday^s letter will be a pin's point, a mere nor 
thing ; for, in the first place, 1 have nothing to answer ; 
and, in the next place, nothing to send. D'Kacqueville 
was telling me the other day, the sort of things he has 
tent you, and which he calls news. I laughed at him, 
and assured him I should never load my paper with any 
fuch trash. For instance, he sends yon viord, that it is 
repoi'ted that monsieur de Vemueil resigns his govern- 
ment to mofisieof de Lau^mn# and takes that of Hern, 
with the reversion to inom«ieur de SqH) ; this is a false 
and idle report, that is not so much as mentioned in any 
place of credit He inforaw you hkewi^e, that the king 
is to leave Paris the very pretty tiuly ! Pc aa** 

aured, my child, I shall seed you nothing but vihat is 
absolutely true ; and wbeo I can get no better intelli- 
gence than this, I shall even let it pass unnoticed, and 
entertain you with somethlMg i am very much 

pleased with d’Hactjuevill^, as well as with you. Hr 
takes gi*eat care of >our^ mot.hfer> hi v our absi net* ; and 
whenever the least dispute arises between the abbe and 
hI^ we choose him athiiiwior. li laa great satisfaction 
^|||(eil€ct th'dwehavc a ffiend^ who is deficient 
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III no one good or valoable <}uabficatio 0 « and conse^ 
quently can naw wanting in any jrespect If jou 
had forbidden ua to talk of you» wbon tpgothen aa a 
thing disagreeable to you« we shoold be gt ea^ en ibar*- 
rassed : fot a coOl^erbation of that khfid la so natural to 
us, and the propensity so agreeable, we fall into it 
as It were insensibly; so that if bjs^nance, after much 
disooufse on this topic, we tuj^a*^ another for a whde« 

I presently relapse into the did strain# and say, Comeie 
Okie word about my poor fpri 1 We are very ungrateful 
to forget her so long wad thhn we begin anew. If I 
was to weal a thousand times over to him, that I did 
not love you, X do«.iiot think he would believe me. I 
value him as a confidant that enters into my sentiments ; 
what cap I say better of him t 
Heleit and Marpbise^ are very much obliged to 
you ; but as for Hubert# poor fellow^ he it. no longtr 
wilh me. I took it into my head the other day, in a 
jesting mood, to ofl&r him tO Oourvil|e, telling him that 
he must get him a place in the hbtel Conde ; ^at I was 
<;urejie would like him, and would thank ifte for the 
favour, and that 1 would ansaer (br his Integrity. 
Monsieur de la Roch^fbucault atul madame de la Fay- 
ette, said much tn hi$ praise , but there the aifatr rested 
«foi near three weeks; yesterday howdFei I was greatly 
<%uq)rised by <;ourville*s Hubert 

dre-^ed himself genteelly, anntra^ on biin^ Gour* 
ville told him he bad a place in view for him iu the 
hotel CAfid^i which would be worth two hundred and 
fifty iivres a year, besides hia board and lodging ; but 
that at present he should send bim to Chantilly, to take 
charge of the Inten while the king remained there. 
accordingly took teO chests of hnen under hts care, and 

* A &itounte ul uiaAuns d« 



176 


LETTERS, QV 


S€t out for Chanjtilly. The king is to go there the UMi of 
this months and sta^ a wli^Ie : the. expense will be 
' as great as at the most ma^ificeiq^t trlutriphs : every 
curious fancy is recei.ved> cost v^hat it will; and it is 
imagin?d;lltrdt-^ will stand the prince in no',teas a som 
than 40,000 ciwns. There will be; twenty-five tables 
of five courses eachS^^ithoui' reckoning an infinite num- 
ber of othersji for cfaah^^cotners. -To entertain in this 
ipianner is m fact to board lodge half the kin^om. 
Every place is furnished^ little holes, which served 
only for watering-pots, are converted into apartments 
for courtiers. There is to be a thousand crowns' worth 
of jonquils alone; judge of the rest by that. See, what 
the mention of B^bert has led me into ! thus have 1 
made his fortune by a mere joke ; for 1 look upon it as 
good as made, as I am persuaded he will acquit himself 
well in this first employ. We shall not dine cn Boxcar* 
dm to-day : they are all in a hurryi sending away the 
marquis (le Lavardin’s equipage, so 1 shall take my 
eggs and sorrel at home, ^fter dinner, 1 shall go for a 
while to theFauxbourgs^j, and if I hear any thing worth 
your notice, 1 ^U1 add it to divert you. 

I have read a very pretfy letter from the coadjutor ; 
be is displeased at nothing but my styling him my lord, 
and wifi have meCkli hiiuP/e;rro/, seigneur €arbem^ Let ^ 
me urge you to pr)3se1iV^e tbc^goud understanding that at 
present subsists betw'j^: and him, I find he W 

very sensible of your ihehtr ^illte^ests hiniseJf greatly 
in your affaii-s, and posse^es aa application aitd«5oHdity 
that may be of the greatest 'die to you. My son is not 
yet cored of that disen^er of his,, whicll^e^^^ m his 
precious mistresses such doubts <^,his love ^.tlieid. Be 
toW me that during pagsidhjr^ee^ be had ded so aban- 

• To aiadame de*}a Fayctic, whofivcd tlicje. 



, BE iiviGHi, HT 

clonccF a life, that he was absotately disgusted ; he felt <1 
nansea, his very heart sickened "at it, insomuch that he 
could scarcely bear a woman in his presence. This dis- 
order has not been a thing of yesterday : ] my 
opportunity to read him a little lecture u/pon the subject, 
and we both entered into a train pp^oralfsing. He 
seems to approve my sentimoutts’^, particularly now, 
that his distaste is at the height. He showed me some 
letters which he had got out of his actresa»*s hands. I 
never read any thing so warm, sd pas**ionRlc j* he Wept, 
he sighed, he died; he belieVed it all while he was 
wTitiiig it, and laughed at it the moment afterwards, I 
assure you he is worth his weight in gold. A lieu, my 
dear child ; how have you been since the dth of this 
month ? I hope you love mp still ; for it is my life, my 
vital air. I will not say that I am yours, it is an ex- 
pression too poor for a love like mine. You would have 
me embrace the poor count ; but do we not love each 
other too well already ? , 


. Fjriiiay uight, April 1 7 . 

I am making up my packet at mad. de la Fayette’s, 
to whom 1 have given vour letter ; we read it together 
with pleasure, and agreed that no one could write better. 
Jfou flatter her very agreeably, and I'^und a sbQ]|;t pas- 
sage in it relating to myso(f, directly to my 

heart; a place that yqu ken^ pp^onsion of in a very 

* The DHUrquls de Sdvignd psssect thv btter part of his liie in ili« 
strictest devotion. He was^a vpry amiable man, atmI had a great share 
of arit. He was, moreover, verged in many diu^ whieU young men^ of 
qigility do not always pique themselv^ tqm knowing* The Lettets of 
his which arc rcmaittkig, ore so cbaVmihg, that it la to bo rc^n ttod 
they are so few in number. Hk b in the Ikeraiy vrorki by a 

diSbeitation relating io a passage iis. tforace, which gave rise tO e dls* 
pvLte hetwteen him and M. Uacler, iit which he had the gqpd fortune to 
gr t authority aud the crlta^s ou his sMc. 

I 5 



178 


Lfctri^ ^ 


strange manner. IVIaclAtne ile la Fayette wan yesterday 
at Versailles ; madame do Tbianges baling sent for 
her tbiiber ; she was received extremely well, esttreme- 
ly nelLJnjbsgd ! for the king made her get Into his myn 
carriage with ther rest of the ladies^ and took great plea* 
sure in showing all the beauties of Versailles^ as % 
private genUeman show bis country seat to any 

one that visited him. iWdirected all his discourse to 
her, and received with great'^satisfaction and politeness 
the praises she bestowed on the amazing beauties he 
pointed out to her. Yoh iOay Onnk bow agreeable a 
jaunt of this kind must have been. Monsieur de la 
Rochefoucault embraces you, and begs you to believe, 
that he is as likely to forget you as he is to dance a ri* 
gadoon he has a touch of fhe gemt in hts hand, which 
binders him fiom writing yon a line in thia. Madame 
de la Fayette both esteems and loves you, and does not 
think you $o void oi virtue, as the day you lay by lu » 
lire-side, ubie|i you remember so well. 


LETTER XITIL 

ro TUB SAMB. 

A ^ 

^ Wedoeidsjr, Aptd 2071. 

Can vim really be a&^id'that 1 should lo^e madamo 6i 
Brissac beUer thab yOU ? Are you apprehensive, know - 
tng me as you do, that her manner should pleaSe me 
more than yours? Do you believe Ibat her wit is 
more agreeable to me? that her beauty can ecUpse 
your charms ? In a word, cazf you suppose that there 
is a person in the wterld wlfO surpass mad. de Gri- 
IppB in my opinion, sotting wholly out of the question 
^ mteiest J have in her ? Consider all this at your \ei^ 
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iiurc, and you may rest assured that your conclusimt 
wiH be ajtust one. 

But now, my clnid, a word or two respecting ^our 
brother; his folly is really disgusting ; he is at^tery 
creatoress dinposal^ It pkased some of hts friends yes- 
terday to carry him w ith them to sup at a certain ho* 
noarable houses TliObe gallants were too knowing to 
ran any ri 2 »que themselves^ and ^o told S6vign£ to pay ; 
1 mean, pay with Ins persem ; and notwithstanding tfaw 
miserable condition he is in at present, he jcomplied, 
and then came and relVted tltd whole atfair to me, de^* 
claiing that he was sick at hi ait of his own con* 
duct. I told him he matle me sick at heart top. I 
made him ashanved of himself, told him that the life he 
leads is far from being that of a gentleman, and that 1 
liad not the least doubt but he would one day oi other 
smart seveiely foi thus exposing himself Tbtn I throw 
m one of my little sermons. He agrees to the tiutb of 
all I say while I am talking to him, and then goas on 
exactly as before* lie has left his actii^ss^ last, 
after having for a long time followed her e^y where. 
While he saw her, or was writing to her,« was iii 
earnest; the next moment he would make the greatest 
jest of hei. Kinon has completely discarded him ; he 
jfvdi miserable while she loved him, now be* knows 
she loves him no longer^ he 4a m j^er^t despan ; mpe* 
efaUy as he keats that she dhsa hot very favour- 
ably of bam^ It is the moirosteuiter-gruel creature P’ 
says shef His body is no bettor then a sheet of wet 
paper; and his heart is ascold as a poinf^toif flricaseeed 
m snow But I have told y^u this speech of hm bo^ 
fore. wisbeU him tbUr other day to give her the 
letters he had received Aom his actress, which hi d«h 
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You must know she was jealous of that princess, anti 
wanted to show them to a gallant of hers, in hopes of 
procuring her a small bastinado. When your brother 
told ni & wh at lie liad done, I represented to him how 
l)a‘‘C It was ip him to treat the poor girl so ill, moi‘cly for 
having loved him^ /liat 1 was sure she had never ex- 
posed his letters, as soine vroold have him believe ; but, 
on the contrary, had r^urned them all to him again ; 
that such treacheious condu(‘\ was mean, and unwonliy 
a man of ijualitv: «'>nd that there was a degree of ho- 
nour to be ob^ervid tven in things dishonourable in 
themselves, lie aetjuiesced in the justice of my re- 
marks, aii<l ran diiectly to Ninon^s lodging; and, 
partly by cunning, paitly by force, got the poor girl’s 
letters out of her hands, which I made him burn the 
instant he came home. You see by this w-hat a regard 
I have for the name of an actress. It is a little like the 
visionary in tJic play; she would ha\e done just so. 
My son has related all Ins follies to monshur de la 
Roi hefourault, who, you know, is very fond of originals. 

1 told hirti tbo other day that Sevign6 was not a fool m 
head, but a fool in he«\rtx; Ins sentiments are all just, 
and all false ; all cold, and all warm ; all deceitful, and 
all sincere : in abort, it is his heart that should wear 

* I 

the cap. This occafiopied a general laugh, andr 

my son jtnjied in it, for is very good* company ; lie 
always says as the rest dou We are upon very good 
terms ; 1 am his confidante, and boar with the disagree- 
able office, w hich often subjects me to such Sisagroe- 
able confessions, merely to have an opportunity of tell- 
ing him my sentimtuts freely, lie atte nds to me ps 
well asibe can, and bogs' me to give him my advice. 




which 1 do as from friend to fnend. He is very desir- 
ifus to accompany me to Britany for five or six wteks ; 
’and if there is no cam|> in liorrainc, I shall take him. 
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What a deal of nonsense I have written ! but as ihia ie 
all interesting to you, I am in holies you will not be 
fatigued hy reading it. 

What you write about La Marans» and the p;intsh« 
mentfl that will be inflicted on her in hell, is altogether 
incomparable ; but do you know thjit you will certainly 
bear her company thither, if you persist in your hatred 
to her. Think of being condemned to her society 
throughout eternity, and fhat surely will be more than 
sufficient, of itself, to put you upon making your peace 
with God, bv forgiving her. * This is a happy thought 
of mine; it is certainly an impirdtion from heaven. 
She came to madame <le la .Fayette’s the other day, 
while monsieur de laRocbefoucault and 1 were there. In 
she bounced without a cap on ; she had just had her 
hair cut, and was curled and po\^deied like a girl of 
fourteen : she seemed out of countenance, when she saw 
us as she knew she was not likely to e'jcape. Accord- 
ingly madame de la Fayette beg^n with her fiist: 

Well," said she, you are certainly beside yourself, 
madame: why, do you know, you look completely ridi- 
culous." Ah!*’ said monsieur de la Itochefoucault, 
'' my dear mother^, upon my.sou) youjnust not slay 
theie ; pray come a liUle nearer, that 1 may see if you 
» are IBte your sifter, tba# I saw jiist now." B«ter 
had just been baling her hair eat too. ** Indeed, mo- 
ther, you look vastly well" ^Cannot you fancy you 
hear him ^^peakiiig in his dry way ? As for me, I 
laughed heartily in my sleeve ; she was so much em- 
barrassed diat she could not stand the attack, but put 
pn her hood, and sat in the pohts till madame de Sebotn* 
berg came to take her Up; for there is no other car- 
» » 

* So M. U Rdcbefoacank used W cidl tliiH lady} aud the tMc^d to 
iaU him Aer joa. • << 
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riage for her but that. 1 thiuk thb story v^ill ailojii 
you some amusement. 

Some days ago we passed an afternoon very agree- 
ably at the Arsenal. Tlieie were men of all ranks 
there : tlie women were inadamc dc lacFayette^ madame 
de Coulanges, madame de la Troche^ mademoiselle de 
Meri, and myself. *"^We took our walk; talked of you 
every now and then^ and in tolerably high terms. 
Y^o go sometimes to the hotel de Luxembourg^ Alon* 
sieur de Lohgueville was iheie yesterday; he desiied 
me to assure you of his best wishes. As for monsieur 
de la Rochefoucaultf he lo\es you tenderly. I am over- 
joyed that you appro\ ed my letters. 1 have more plea- 
sure in your approbation and praise^ than in ail I meet 
with from others ; and why should not such daughters 
as you be at hbeity to piaise a mother like me ? Such 
an odd respect ! You know what an opinion I have of 
your taste. I much approve your lotterj : you will 
let me know what success you have in it. The plays 
likewise will doubtless adbrd you some diversion. Amuse 
yourself as much as posiyible, 1 mean as much* as Pro- 
vence can possibly amuse you : 1 applaud you highly 
for not conducting your ladies to the door ; there would 
have been no end of it ; let them take their revenge, 
and not see you to the door in their turn« and there will ^ 
be a vile custom aboVahed. Adieu, my dearest child, it 
grows late. 1 prose on wi!tb a Ikcility that wearies you 
to death. 


LETTER XCIV. 

TO THS SAKS. 

V' Paris, Friday, April 24 , IS71. 

Dov thfrSaest tteMbcr to the world ; it«et .n 
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yesterday^ after a long continuance of tremendous rau>a; 
this IS lucky fcir the kipg^ whose good fortune has been 
often remairiked; jll ts k lucky cnrcumstance for the 
prince tpo; fbr heliad ordered ereiy thing for a fij^ring 
and snainler season> and such rams as we had the day 
before yesterday would have oveithrovin all his mea* 
sures^ and rendered the vast expenV he has been at 
ridiculous, VS$ m^esty at rived at Chanttlly last nighty 
and IS there to-day^ l>’{lacqueville is gone there t0o»^ 
aild> at his retuin, will g>ve you a true account of every 
tbmg that passed. 1 to hear a little*" about it 
myself this evening, vrhich 1 wdi send you with the 
letter I am now wnungi before I go a gossiping^ ( 
shall make up my packet at madame de liavardin’sj and 
if they should say that we make mere barometers of our 
letters, to tell when il raim^ and « beu it shines, tliey 
will not be much in the wioitg; foi I think I have ex- 
patiated pretty largely on the subject. You do not tell 
me enough respecting yourself^ this u an entertain^ 
ment I am as much ,in want of, as you are of a good 
story now and then. 1 heartily Wish you partaker of 
ail that 1 hear; as for my own# they Ore nolcmger good 
for any thing, since I have lost your assistance., You 
u^ed to inspire me, and I sometimes inspured you. It 
•IS a pamfhl idea, and one that to*) often iutrudei^ that 
I am at such a distance I have been taking 

leave of my friends these or four days past; the 
truth of the matter is, that when I set oat for Britany, 
It will sftm to me another separation from you. If 1 
wete deceitfully inclined, I might impose upon my ^ 
fjiends here; but they would soon see through 
shallow pretence; besides, I would not, even in 
pearaoce, give any one the preference to you m my 


e To imdsios l4Vard»a^i. 
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sentiments. It will therefore be a reel grief to me, to 
find, that it is not sufTicient to be already at the dis« 
tance of two hundred leagues from you, but that I must 
be rr^yiovcd still farther, and that every step I take will 
be one towards making up the third hundred* This is 
too much ; it stiik^ to my heart. 

Yesterday, while I ivas at tnadamc de Rlohclieu^s, 
the abb6 Wtu called there: he was in so frisky a hu- 
mour, that his most indifPercht friends blushed for him. 

1 told him of the ]ourney I %\as about to take : " WtU!^ 
said he, with a smile upon his fiice, and in the same 
tone, we shall see one another a^atn** Tfiere is not 
much wit in this as described, but it w^as impossible to 
hear him without laughing. 1 could get nothing more 
out of him ; as for my absence, that he seemed to pass 
over as a mattCT of inditference. We have made it a 
by-word now, w henever we take leave of one another ; 
and I say tlie same in my mind w hen T think of you, 
but not quite so gaiU, for the length of our separation 
is a circumstance not easily to be forgotten. 

1 have bought me a stuff like your last petticoat, to 
make me a morning gown ; it is very beautiful. I’here 
is a shade of green jn it, but violet predom mates : in short, 

I could not resist the purchase. They would have had 
me line it with fiarne-colour, but this appeared to me* 
inconsistent, for, white the outside is expressive of frail- 
ty, the inside would have been emblematical of impe- 
nitence: that might be termed obduracy ; so I fixed on a 
white taffefy. I have put myself to very little e^xpense, 
as I hate Britany, and shall be saving till I come to 
Provence, that 1 may support the dignity of a middle^ 
aged wonder, to which you have raised me. 

Madmnqf de Ludre astonished me the other day at 
St.^ermain: there vwts no want of attention in her 
tibejtlso expressed herself as being quite in 
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love with you. ** M to matam <h Grignan, she is per^ 
fectiif ataraph” Branca^ related to me a dispute be- 
tween M. le P)*eiiiier and M. de Giignan: ^ 1 have seen 
the letters that passed between them ; I am for Gri* 
gnan.** Braitcas written you a very humorous letter ; 
but it is illegible: he has repeated jgassages out of it; 

It will take alt a whole day to lead it through. M. de 
S has disebarged a porter. I do not know the 
particulars^ but they talk* of a gray cloaks of four« 
o’clock in the moniing> and of drawn swords: they are 
silent respecting the rest, Thejr talk too of a certain 
apostle who makes converts : however, I say no more ; 
they shall not accuse me of blabbing. 1 know when to 
hold my tongue. If this conclusion appears to you a 
little nonsensical, yon will only like it the better. 
Adieu, my dear child ; I shall send you some news this 
evening, when I seal my packet. 

LETTER XCV. 

10 TUB SAME. 

Frulay eveinag, April 24, IS71- 
Ftoin tnoDBieur de la Rochefoucault't. 

IIlke then l^make up my packet. ( Jlind intended to 
tell you that the king arrived yestenlay evening at 
Chantilly : he hunted a. slag by moonlight j the lamps 
did wonders; the fire-works were a little eclipsed by 
the brightness of our serene friend, the moon ; but the 
evening, the si)ipper, and the entertainment, we^nt off 
admirably well. The weather we had yesterday gav^ 
us* hopes of an end worthy of so fine a beginning. Bdt 
what do you think I learned when 1 came here? 1 aii|. 
not yet recovered, and haidly know what I 
Vatel, the great Vatei, late maitre-d’h$lel Fop# ^ 
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qvtet, and in that capacity with the prince^ a man sa 
eminently distinguished for taste, and wbo&e abilities 
^efe equal to tiie goveinment of a stat^y^this man, 
whom I knew so well, finding, mt eight oVlock this 
morning, that the fish he hod sent fisr thd not come at 
the time he expected it, and unable to bear the disgrace 
that he thought i^ould inevitably attach to him, tan 
himself through with his own sword, Sness what con*- 
^fusion so shocking an accident must have occasioned. 
Think too, that perhaps the fish might come in just 
as he was expiring. 1 know nui mote of the affair at 
present; and I suppose you think this enough* 1 make 
no doubt, the consternation was general ; it must be 
very disagreeable to have so fatal an event break in 
upon an entertainment that cost fifty thousand crowns. 
Monsieur de Menars is to be married to mademoi- 
selle de la Grangc-Neuvtlle ; but I do not know how 
1 can have the heart to speak to you about any thing 
but Vatcl. 


tETTERXevr. 

TO THE SAME. 

Sunday, April 26 , I671.. 

This is Sunday, April 2iHb ; and tliis letter will not go 
out till Wednesday, but it is not so much a letter as 
a narrative that 1 have just learned fioni Moreuil, of 
what passed at Chantilly with regard to poor VauL 1 
wrote to you last Friday, that be had stabbed himself, 
these are the particulars of the affair. The king arriv< 
ed fhere on Thursday night; the walk, and the collation, 
which was served in a place set apait for the purpo>e, 
and strewed with jonquils, were just as they should bo. 
S$pipper was served, but there was no roast meat at one 
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or two of the tables on aoconoi of VateV^ having 
been obtigei to provide eeveral dinners more than were 
expected. Thie afiected hb spirits and be was heard 
tor say several tlntei^ ^ I lisVe lost my fame ! 1 cannot 
bear tWs disgrace 1^ ^My bead is quite bewildered,** 
said he tao Gonrville. I have not had a wink of 
sleep these tkmdve ntgb^, I wish you would as<iist me 
m giving orders.** Goarvifte did all he could to com** 
fort and assist him ; but tho^fkthift of the roast meat 
(which however did not happen at tbe king*s tab]e, but 
at some of the other twenty«4vb} was always upper* 
most with him. Qourville mentioned it to the prince^ 
who went directly to Vatel*s apartment, and sard to 
him> "Every thing is extremely well conducted, Vatet ; 
nothing could be more admirable than his majesty’s sup* 
per/* “ Your liighness’k gobdness/* replied he, " over- 
whelms me ; I am sensible that there was a deficiency of 
roast meat at two tables/* " Not at all,** said the prince; 
" do not perplex yourself, and all will go well/* Midnight 
came : the fire-works did not succeed, they were covered 
with a thick cloud ; they cost sixteen thousand francs. 
At four o’clock m the morning Vatet went round, and 
found every body asleep ; he met one of the ttnder-pU'T- 
veyors, who was just come in with only two loads of fish, 
".Whatl** said he, "••is this all f** " Yes, sir/* said the lupn, 
not knowing that Vatet bad dkgatched other people to 
all the sea^ports round. Valet waited for some time; 
the other purveyors did not arrive ; his head grew dis«* 
ti acted ; Re thought there was nomoi'e fish to be bad; 
he flew to Gourville : " Sir/* saM he, " I cannot outlive 
thij disgrace.” Gourville laughed at him ; Vatel, how- 
ever, went to his a|Miftment, and setting the hilt of bia 
sviord against the door, after two ineffectual attempts, 
succeeded in the third, in forcing the Sword through 
heart. At that instant the carnent armed fVHb 
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fibh; Vatcl was inquired after to distribute it; the^ laii 
to his apartment^ kiiocktd at the doon but leccivcd no 
answei , upon whu li they bioke it open, and found hun 
weltering in hi*> blood A mesaenger was inimediately 
dispatched to acquaint the prince with wtiat had hap- 
pened, who was like a man in despair. The dul^e wept, 
ioi his Burgond^ journey depended upon Vatek 7 he 
prince 1 elated 7he whole affair to his majesty with an 
expression of great concern : it was consideied a& the 
consequence of too nice a sense of honour; some 
blamed, others pi aised* him for his coui age. The king 
said he had put oi^ this excursion foi more than five 
} ears, because lie w as aware that it would be attended 
with infinite tioublc, and told the prince that he ought 
to have had but two tables, and not have been at the 
expense of so manv, and declared he would never suf- 
ftr him to do so again , but all this was too late for 
pool V itel. However, Oourville endeavoured to supply 
the loss of Vatel ; which he did in great measure. Ihe 
dinnei was elegant, the collation was the same. 7 hey 
sapped, they walked, they hunted ; all was pei fumed 
With jonquils, all was enchantment Ycsteiday, which 
was Saturday, the same enteitainments weic lenewed , 
and in the evening the king set out foi Liancouit, whera 
he had oidered a medta-noche * ; he is to stay theje 
three days 71iis is what Moieuil has told me, hoping 
1 should acquaint you with it I wash my hands of 
the rest, for 1 know nothing about it M. ifHacque- 
ville, who was present at the scene, will notloubt gi\c 
you a faithful account of all that passed , but, because 
his band w riling is not quite so legible as nunc, I w^i ite 
too ; if I am circumstantial, il is because, on such an 
occasion, 1 should like circumstantiality myself. 

* Mtiha noche is s flesh^mcal just after midnight, among the Ro 
inao-cathOttcs, 
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LETTER XCVll. 

TO THE SAML. 

Bcigun at Vmi, Monday^ April 37» 1071 
I BWh a Tery bad opinion of the languor you complain 
of. I am one of those vile prognosticatori» who always 
think the woibt of things. This is what I feared. BuL 
my dear child, if it continues, be careful of yourself 
in these early days, and do not stir about too mucli, nor 
fatigue youiself by your journey to Matscilles; let 
things be settled a little first ; think of the natural de* 
licacy of your constitution, and that it has been owing 
to the greatest care that you have been preserved till 
now. I begin to be very uneasy about the interruption 
our coiiespondence will moot with in this journey into 
Britiny. If you aie in the family way, you may de- 
pend upon it I shall have no will but yours, and shall 
make it my hist object to do as you desire, leaving busi- 
ness, and every other consideration, a thousand miles 
b( hind me. I fancy what I wrote you about youi bro- 
ther diverted you * he is now a little settled , he seea 
^lmon every day, but then it is meiely as a fiiend : he 
went With her the other day to a place wbeie there 
w^re five or six of his acquaintance^ who, as soon as 
they saw him come in with her, showed by their coUn^ 
tcnaiK es, that they looked upon him as sole possessor* 
ISinon presently dtscoveied their thoughts, and told 
them, Gentlemen, you are wroi^ if you suspect 
any harm between us, 1 assute you we live ^together 
like^brother and sistei.” It is certain be is np 
ei the same man. 1 shall take with me into 
Bnlanj, where 1 hope to rcstoic him body and soul: 
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La Mott$se and 1 have at length prevailed on him to 
go to confession. 

Monsieur and madame de Vitlars are about to leave 
this place; they send you a thonsand remembrances, 
and are very desirous to hate a cofty of your picture 
which bangs over my chimney^ to okrry with them to 
Spain. My lit^e girl is every day in my apartment, 
dressed in all her finery, and does the honours of the 
house ; a house that puts me continually in mind of 
you, where you ere a prisoner as it were for nearly a 
year ; a houne that ev^ry body conies to see, that every 
body admires, and that nobody will take. 1 supped 
the other evening at the marchioness d’Uxelles*, with 
the lady«oi marshal d^Humieres, madame d’Arpajoii, dc 
Bermghen, de h'rontenac^ d* Outrelaise, Raimond, and 
Martin : you w ere not forgoiteiu t entreat you, my dear 
child, to send me a faithtul account of your health, of 
your plans, and what you would have me do* 1 am 
very uneasy at your situation, and I am afraid you are 
the same. 1 foresee a thousand vexations, and hate a 
tram of thoughts m my head, that are neither fit foi 
night nor day. 


lavri, Wednesday, Apul 2Q. 

Si^iiice 1 began tln^ letter I have made a pretty httle 
excursion. 1 aet out from F^iis erarly yesterday morning, 
and went to dine at pomponne, where i found our good 
old. man who expected me^ T would not on any 
account have gonte Without bidding him adn^. 1 found 
him muru pious than ever, and the nearer be approacbcK 
death, the more beavenlyi*inmdod be becomes. He re- 
pritaanded me very sei?ioiisly | and, in the warmth ot 
hfs aeot and fiiendship, told mo 1 was very much U> 


* Monsieur ArnouU d \n( l!r 
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blatne for not qlianglng my cooma 6f lifB^ that t wmr w ^ 
heathen, aitd ym yimre thejdol 1 worshipped ; that this 
species of idolatry ema to the fall as dangerous as a»y 
other> though I perhaps consider it in a less cri* 
minal point of vietr $ and then concluded with seriousiy 
admonishing md In look to myself. He spoke in such 
strong term^^hat I had not a word V> say. In shortt 
after stx hotirs of 'Tory serious but agreeable cmtrersa* 
tion, I took my leate of b<pi» and came here* where 1 • 
found May in all its gldrjr^ the nighffhgale* the^cuekoo» 
and the linnet* have atreidy introduced the melody of 
*8pring into our woods : { walked alone the whole even- 
ing* and found some melancholy thoughts I left bdliind ' 
me, but which I shall not now recall to you. I have 
destined a part of this afternoon to writing to yott in the 
garden^ where I am almost deafened by three Or four 
nightingales that are 'perched just over my head. 1 
shall return in the evetiitig to Paris, where I shall m«dm 
up my packet* and send it to you. 

I cm Cl, my child* that I v«as deficient in warmth of 
friendship, when I met the galley*slaves : I ought to 
have set out with them* instead of contenting myself 
with barely writing to you. How agreeably you would 
have been surprised to have met me at Marseilles* in 
&»uch good company i And so. you propose goiOg^ihU 
ther ill a litmr^ what a whim! I tfimught yon were only ^ 
fond of litters when tliey were llatiding atifi ; you am 
gicatly changed. 1 confess tUysplf a slandeikr; dhd 
all the credit I can allow yoo^ is io believe that yon 
never would have made Use of ihat conveyance* H yon 
had not left me* or if M* de Grtfffen had rdmabed in 
Pfovence. How sorry I am for tbia misforUme ! ho«r ^ 
plainly 1 foresaw itt Por sake* 

beloved child* take care of yomaelf; remembof that 
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poor by making too free after a faTOurablt* 

lytng^n; injured herself $o itiateiiaily^ that she vrds 
tor three days the point Of de^h* that be a 
warning ro you. IVIadaine de la Fayette is in continual 
apprehensions for your life; 9he yields to you without 
murmuring the first place in niy on account of 

your peifectionB;/<i&nd when she is more than commonly 
kiiidj she says it is not without pain ; but .all is settled 
and approved between us : the justice she does you en« 
titles her to tfae'smmd placO In my love, and of that she 
is in full possession. 1 a Troche is dying with envy ; 
but I go on at the old rate^ not forgetting the journey 
to Britany. It is certain we shall lead very difl*erent 
lives; mine will be interrupted by the states, who are 
all coming to Vitre to torment me, towards the end of 
June. This is a disagreeable circumstance to me. 
Your brother will take hts departure before that time. 
You tell me, my dear child, you wish Time would 
fly more rapidly : ala»l you know not what you say. 
He will obey you but too implicitly; he will overtake 
you before you are aw'are, and when you would re- 
strain Ins impetuous career, it will not be in your 
power. 1 was formerly guilty of the same fault, of 
which I no\V repent ; and, though he has been more 
lenient to me than he li$is been to many others, yet 1 
trace his depredating progress in tlie loss of a thousanu 
little cbaims, of which he has robbed me. So you 
find youi* comedians are able to repeat Corneille’s 
lines tolerably well? be is sometimes subjime. I 
amused myself very agreeably yesterday evening with 
a volume of his works, that 1 brought here with me. 
But are you not pleased with some of the fables in La 
Fontaine^s works which I lately sent your We weie 


* MftcUnie de Guise. 



V ‘ V 

^4Mh«sr 

thA| of ani" ^ 

the Cat hjr l^timpkb iii^*lll:£e l^tgbtin- 

gsle k wertbji; the firtt votuxhe* Mi^ii U 

very iMish to $0 mticb tionsehee t the lehwe 

of LiVri eeiA^t^y be the dNith of you* Hie Hdte 
you have’^virUteii^ta Bmncee k admirable ; he filled e 
whole ^Uiroofl^^pp^ to you the Other day; it wee u 
rhapeody* but tolerably fgfi^ * r ead^ ly^trtnadam de» 
Coulauges luid me, and I wd him Wrakh it^^and send 
it to me, on 'VPbdnesdhy. Not I, indeed^** said he ; 

** she shall not sec a line of it is such wretched* 
stufi !’* " Well but/* said I, ** what do you taifce ua 
for ^ You have lead it to us/* ** She shall not sOO it^fer 
all that/’ said lve« I could get no other reasdn out of 
him ; he made himself quite a fool* What say yodi 
my dear child^ to this long letter? 1 could fipd 
in my heait to write till this time to-morrow. Be 
careful qf yourself f this is the constant burden of my 
song; do not get a falh keep your bed occasioiialty^^v^ 
Since 1 have given so good a nurse to the dear little one/ 
such a nurscj in fact, there has not appeared since the 
reign of I rancis the First, you ought to pay great do* 
fereace to my advice. Do you suppose I will not come 
and see you this year i I had indeed arrtinged my j^ana 
differently, and on your account too; but this litter-^ 
affair has quite disconcerted my measures : bow can I * 
resist coming to you, if you desire it? Alas^ I ms^ 
well say, ahere is no fixed place of abode for me^ but 
wbeie you reside. Your picture bangs in triumpfa over 
my chimney ; you are now the object of general admi* 
ratfbn in Provence, at Paris, at codrt, and at Uvri; 
in short, my child, you ce|ptuifily becomti 

grateful, for how can yob relum nil this? 
and love you ; I shall alwayU tell yw so» 

VOL. I. K 


I entbtipe 
beckisei% 


* ‘A 

fee}ii)|;8 will always be the sam* {woddembrileiBtiiat 
KDgiin GHgnao too, if I were ttugnywith biio. 

Poor I^ol* died about a <week «got our garden 
nsoums for him. 


I 

LETTER XCVItl. 

10 svml. 

* IporiSyFnclftj, Mvy l» 1671* 

1 KEPT your secret as £|itkfuUy as if youjbad made away 
with your child ; but I am now no longer lesponsible^ 
since Valcioissant has told it to mademoiselle de bcuderi, 
{>ndmg himself upon the civilities you showed him, and 
tf^lhng her how much ;^ou aie adored m Province. 
How are you, after your Mai seilles journr y ? Ai e you 
not resolved to take hater caie of y outself ? Allow me, 
my dear tbiid, to feci some concern for you, it is im- 
possible I should do otUeiwisc. 

1 dimd yesterday at inadame dc VillarsN, in com- 
pany with mousaeur dt Vindisjipas, two oi h*'' countiy- 
men, and monsieur and madams de Bethunc. La plil- 
j^desanmm soni dts Alht or«i, as you see. Mon- 
sjiieur &chomb€Pg seem(.d to me the most delightful hus- 
band in tho world; exchiM^e of his being a hero, his 
ch^ful mamwis and excellent understanding mokt him 
oxtiemcly agieeable; his wife perfectly adores him, but, 
eyn tbeie is no happiness in this world without alloy, she 
$caicely enjoys a, moment^s hcajtb. You were ^ery 
miKh t^ed oU and your n^ei^it was extolled to the skit 
but what pl^ised mo most, was Vindisgras’s rcmcui- 
bermg ^ witticism of yours foil six yeara ago, upon 

* Thegnrdfnecat 

f AMMuug tos iong of StfMiuft^^htgiuaiDg Tirof, la flujpatt des 
foni dbs Btc* 



liieirichstein who« yoti imd, W0 tfky VkHf 
mun^ieur de Be&ufonbf, only that ha Upoka Imttct - 
French : we tb^j^ht it singcilar that he sboalit remem- 
ber It «o long; thU gl^ve na an of^portunity .to taAk of 
your wit: he saw yW when you took leave of the 
ci«iecn, and has a y<iry high opinion Of your porsoil* 
Poor madat*^ de Bethunels m the^Aimily-way agates 
£ redHy pity hor Oaceediiigly. It is feared that the 
princess d^Harcourt is with ^htld tOO> Ngf^ft^ay passes • 
hei'c without something tWeall fortlflmy* feelings. Ma- 
dame de Cenlanges caiSVe in thr evening, and we went 
together to the l'huilterie^> wheic w^e saw all the men 
that remain in I^atis, and who will not bo there ton^; 
among the rest was mousietir de Saint Ruth good 
God! what a being! the disgusting ugUness of hts 
face gives no voty high Opinion of the beauties of hik 
vnind. But how shall'l describe to yon the kindness, 
the fricndsliip^ the thanks, of M. de la Rochefoucauit, 
of Segrais and of niadame de la Fayette, to whohi X 
showed your ktter Iasi night at supper? Tliere were 
bo many things iti it that concei ned them, that it would 
he doing you great iiyutf ice to have concealed it from 
hem. I did not, however, say a word about your si* 
luanon; that I reserved for niadame de la Fayette’# 
private ear, for the conversation yesterday turned ypon 
5ubject&4nuch more agreeable for you. Langlade caiM 
in, and, as lie was ginng to Boufbon, we desired he 
would rail on you. Segrais showed us a collection he 
tias maduot De Blot’s songs; thdy arc very impudent, 
but abound with wit and sfiirit, lie told us too, that 

i A (xermiti noblenun. 

f The duke de fi^uiort waft ftmarkable for speaking kit 
t oi»ne \(T) ill. 

X Ir i\<is said tliat the mardchil« de b MaiHerie, thoiiglm|tbenibe 
A VI \y proud vomdii, had been privaidi/ marrl^ tohisib 

k2 
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he had come from seeing a Norman ]ady> who had 
been talking to him about her son^ who is an abbi, and 
told him, that his design was to preach till he could 
noeet with something better We pit laughed heartily 
at this arrangement. You remenibt^ the witticism I 
sent you some time ago of a player Segrals has 
given it a place in ^''collection he is making of all the 
good things that have been said. There is great news 
falked of frbisi England^ bat nothing has yet transpired. 
There is no cerftfiilTy of the kfhg^s arrival at l>i>nkirk. 
Mad. de Richehcu has g'amed m:r cause against ma-* 
dame d*Atguillon. The duke ij|i set out for Burgundy i 
marshal d* Albert for his government; and the prince 
has followed the king. You see by this^ that there 
is nothing new stirring to-day. We did not dine en 
Laootdin ; they are gone to Versailles. 

Madame de Verneuil has been very ill at Verneuil ; 
d'Escars has had a sort of apoplectic fit» which has 
greatly alarmed her, and alt those who are a little too 
well in health. I gate youi note to Brancas. Well, 
well, I shall answer Giignan/’ Father Ytier salutes you 
with all disc leverence. Were I not angry with M. 
de Gngnan, 1 could find in my heart to love him. Ni- 
non say«, that youi brother is a non-descript ; it is cer- 
tain that he does not understand bimself, and others 
understand him still less. Farewell, my amiable child; ' 
never did there exist a stronger attachment than that 
I bear you. 


* See the Letter of the Sth of April. 
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XCIX. 

TO TM same* 

% 

Fftri«|i W«4AC9(k>, M»y ^ iwi* 

I ntG, my dear child, tjiat v^e may ngi^ '^ieuceforth^ 
give to absence all the omit of establish td so 

pel feet m uttder&tandsng betireen us, nor of hdMng 
confirmed me m the opinion of your love : but allowing 
absence to have had a share in the latter, since it haiS 
fixed youi affection foi ever beyond the posbibihty of 
change, let me at least regret the Ume when I saw >ou 
eveiy day ; you, who ai^ Ijhe delight of my eyOs, and 
the only joy of my life; when I heard you every 
da^, you whose mind is more to my taste than that of 
any person I have over met with; let me not sepa* 
rate your presence fiom yoiii friendship: it \\ould be 
ciucl to divide them. No, I will rather believe the 
time IS come when they shall go hand in hand, when I 
shall have the exquisite plcasuie of seeing yon, without 
a cloud of regret, and at once make rt|Mi<ition for all 
my past injustices, since you will teim them so. 

* I saw madame de Guise yesterday; she loaded me 
with a thousand expressions of fiiendshtp for you^ and 
charged me to tell you of hei bavmg been at the point 
of death for neai thite days; madame Robmette had 
]o2>t all hopes of her, and all this by building too much, 
upon hei fust lying-in, and taking too much exercise, ^ 
( onti lual agitation, which does not give a child time to ^ 
replace itseff when it has been turned by violent 
crcise, brings on premature labour, which is 
J piomised to give yOu all instructions in you 
should have occasion for them, and to let you 
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trW sbe lienelf $(ii6Rsred ihik the thought of^iKVing 
sacrificed het child, body aijil, saui 1 have nOw «xe> 
crated faithfully the cornmlssidlt, m the hope of its be-* 
ing useful to you. Let me chUjiaire ypu, my child, to 
be very particular with regard to your health j you 
have nothing et$e to do* , 

That geiulemi^ pf yours, who so elaborately de- 
scribed ijpy wit by line and rule, tcovnd up bis definition 
• cxlreraely wfellr a certain little devil said. I laughed 
heartily at what you j^’viote <ne about him, and re- 
gretted that you had nobody present uhen he vras pass- 
ing on me such fine encomiums. I should very much 
like to have been behind tlie tapestry. I thank you, 
my child, for your attentions to la Brosse; a hat a sad 
thing is ail ojd letter I have long thought it worse 
than an old person; every thing it coiitaini has an air 
of dotage. 

It is very tiue that 1 love your daughter, but you 
are a viicked creature to talk to roe of jealousy; 
there IS ncithei in you nor in me the materials that 
compose it; it is rn impcTtccUoii ofwhitli you are iii- 
capiiblc, ami I gi\c you no more reason for jealousy 
than M. de Giignan docs. Aia<«! when the heart ib 
occupied \\ ith one object with u hich no otlicr can enter 
into competition, how is it possible to give causa fo.* 
jealousy, even to jealousy itself? But let us talk no 
more of a passion that I detest ; though it spring*; from 
an amiable source, its effects are cruel and hateful. In 
the next place, let me beg of you not to entertain such 
' frightful apprehensions respecting roy health, it gives 
you too much concern and uneasiness. I am per- 
suaded you are already too much alive, and too ready 

^ Ttve letUi of the tsth of Msfch did not come to baud till hu 



m UiBb on Jh^faject j always v^tt 

a^d thereforfi$ X oo^o more entreat you to follow my 
example, and not catW about it : the health 1 enjoy i<3 
above the reach fears ; I shall live to iove 

you ; X give up n^y V^hole life to this single occupationj, 
that is, to all the joy, the sorrow, the pleasaL%s, the 
tormetfts, in dhort, to every sentiment that a&ection 
for you can potsihly inspire me with. 

1 shall set out betweehtihis and Viih'teantlde: I shoil 
pass the holidays Qther at|^hartrG8 or atMalicorne; 
but most assuredly not at Pat is. You are too kind to 
enter, as you do, into all the dolness of my journey ; 
you may easily imagkte hoW often La Mousse^ and 1 
shali talk of you ; exclusive of the never-dying thought 
of you, that makes so much a part of myself. It is 
certain 1 shall not have £l4beri with me ; I am sorry 
for it, but I must be content. He come back from 
Chantilly, very much afflicted at the death of Vatel, 
which ha<^ been a consideiable loss to him: Gourville 
has put him in possession of* that small post in the bd- 
tel Conde> which 1 Was mentioning to you. Monsieur 
de la RochefoUCault says, that Gourviiie is willing to 
form an acquaintance With the fbllow, because he looks 
upon him as a rising man. 1 told him that my servant* 
tvere not so ibitunate as his*) * This duke of oiihr<> lOveii 
you sincerely, and has desned me to tell you, that he 
bhall not send your letteis back unopened. Madame 
de la Fayette always bids me say a thousand things to 
you oil her part ; 1 know not how well 1 acc^uit myself 
of my commission. 

. 1 desiie you will not speak so slightly of La Fontaina 

as you do. Some of his fables will delight you> aiid« 

* A relation of the Coulanges fkmily-. 

4« GoiiviUe liad fermeriy been a jperrant to the duke ds U Roche* 
foucauh » dtid ereiry otie knooetha he sfUswerds e|^p«i««d iih 



dotiae of his stories charm' yofoig^h^ concIu$mn of iris 
Oies de JFrSu Philif^K, Ub Chien, and 

every thing m that way is very^retky-; it is onJy when 
be quits that style he becomes'^ iil[^${yidf 1 wish I^nuld 
wri<c a fable on the folly of forcing genius ^oot of its 
proper sphere ; aud^ show him what cliscoM is made, 
when a person alte^ftpts to stukc oil notes at once, 
Monsie^de Marseilles has told the ai)b6 de Pont- 
t'arrje of youH^^-igg wflb child* I hare done uU in my 
power for a long tune to rortceal this misfottuno ; but it 
IS now too late, every body iail^s at me. 1 embrace 
M. de Giignan a thousand times, iiotwithsUnJing all 
his wickedness, and beg, sinOe he has been the cause of 
the evil, he will at least be at the pains of administering 
the remedy: I mean by taking all the care of your 
health that ik in his power ; allow him to be master in 
this, as you oughvto be mistress in every thing else. 
Farewell, my dear child ; 1 embrace and kiss you. Con- 
tinue to wi lie to me no longer than is consistent with your 
health, and ne^er forget the condition you are in. lie* 
plj less to niy letters and tell me more of yourself. 
The longer I am in Britany, the more I shall be in want 
of that consolation ; when you are not able to wnto 
yourself, make little Deville do it j but do not let her 
run into her do vie the justice to believe^ and, I urn with 
the greatest respect ; let her talk of you ; of what else I 
of you and you alone. 

LETTER C. 

TO THE SAME, 

Psris, Friday, May 8, 167 1. 

H£il||r am still ! and here I must remain another week 
The i^crtainty of a camp in LtMrratne, which is to de- 



'iw« or not, 

1 occasion a ;|^ood deal 

< of uneasiness;%iipa|F jgi^atef -^^reha^ion 

I apooj^'^y odr '' 'y^r ^ joomey^^lto ’ iWirseai^ 

TWifevv^ohJaf^ tU j^iW-pOx^ind. 

I^he iic^^:'tiie cation, gives |r!teibut tao:aeridus’iidsi^. 
V'&r dtsqiM. ot)tij^ h mo for.niy^ for*-' 

'bewpnce in Ihan^ t wiir fo , 

crow alt Frande;aiter, aJin noWjdi'dOT 
that l# wfti^h I: shall^hoMy bf » fa difficdU to Jbear j ited 
uothilig <^oUld detain reasons that are bnown. 

to you. and "me, and bi^-4oaif dnd confidential friiapd 
d^riaequeville It i$ apiti^ ebpsolation to me to have^' 
him for a wlmesi' of ^aenti^enia ; . not thit jf’^dtand m 

need ef a'vrfii^a^'tvitb 

deposit our dearest tfi^nj^nls jn ip^bosopi pf a, fri^4 
like him, - ' i";; 5' ’ ■.' ‘ 

I was a lohg tithe yestenteg^ da Pui**d'u^, 

F^a's; she has.,aijjfteat yoo; and ydn arei 

under obligatiott^to h^'r for the care and concern she! 
expresses for yoiiV abbd4i injpiced to find yoilV 
apply yourself to the tnapeciioh your household af-. 
fairs, ^roro the momein,ypa introduce rega^ 

larity Mlo yoi]^;hou^i .^to'.th^^ n^ii^nt you become 
^he immediate , O^that perfi^ioid - 
then to the m^y '^hei« yS^jiat^sew do not 
in it : .we hiiisf not iley^;Oon^lm isidtirdy to fine sen? 
timents, but have a jlit^ Consideration for ourselves as 
well as for othem,; in a wdrd, Cominue v^bat you have 
so well begun, take, paths to ptdserveyour health, 
and to regulate yodraffeirs. , Ihoj^ theabbe’^s j6urocy>^,^ 

wiienever it hapip^,/w||i,be to you. Farewell, r“ 

- “ ‘ 

• Meaning It^f^tan/ pg» the jco&t 

advantageous fodOng, " 

■' ^ '. K 5 
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L^Ttnns 


itty brfove^l rhilJ. 1 am in impaticn<^€ yfto 

h« ar hojv y(n\ are aft<n' your 

LETTER (ft. 

THE SAMr. 

4 * 

^ ^ Pmw, tV^n«cbjr> May 1671. * 

4 HAYE received ynfuv Tetter firoln Mar‘^ciHts ; ii^\c r was 
I much cutctiained wjtb an^ acconrtt iu» niy life. 1 
lead It with tlie gicatcst p)f^||fure and attention ; I am 
aony to tell you, a^ 1 know you do not like to hear it, 
but you have ceitamly a ’lery happy mode of de^ciijj- 
tion. My unpaticuce made me at first read your let- 
ter with avidity, but 1 soon stopt short, unwilling to de- 
vour It too fast ; I grieved when I had no more to lead, 
and I grieved for niatij^ re<ispns j for I see nothing but 
obstacles to yout ietusi|,i though U is what I so ardently 
desire. Ah, oiy dear child* do not rob me aud yourself 
of all hope ! for^niy part 1 shall certainly come to see 
yon before you can % any resolutikni upon that head ; 
this journey is necessary to my existence. 1 ttemble 
for } our health : you say you w^ere almost stunned with 
the noise of the cannon, and the shouts of the galley- 
slaves ; you hutl all the honours of a ^ueen paid to you, 
and 1 had infinitely more tbpn I am deserving of ; never, 
sui*ely, was any thing mere gallant tlian giving my name 
for the watch-word4 1 plainly perceive 1 am frequently 
tfi your thoughts, and that dear Huh ntamma, as mon- 
sieur de Vivonne says, passes current still. I fancy 
Marseilles must have appeared a fine place to you, by 
the extraoidinary descriptkm you give me of it, which 
itself very agreeable. A novelty of this kind 
not it^ equal ; my curiority k greatly raised, and 1 
should be glad to see Uui new bell* Alas \ that thcie 



l>i ftiviOKl;. / 9pf 

st:<2)a|d be men gromlag ^ dejr undef the 
*of their chainl ! nothing of thig kind here: it is 

trneswe hear iVoqaently of such things, and now and 
then see a string of tbem going through our streets bitt 
this is nothing to ttfaat (msses at Marseilles : the imago 
I’s Very strong in Iny mind. 

JSf^ 6 i meu» rhoriMe, e<ce il Jileuo •. 


You say you looked wett/but what then became of your 
shape 5^ how did thatsigrcc wit^ your beauty, and with So 
much fatigue ^ t have heord from scvoial quaiters, that 
you have so good, so just, so blear, and so solid an un- 
de t standing, that you are sole arbiter in the most im- 
pel tant alFairsv It seems that you adjusted the quarrels 
between hionsieur de Monaco ond another person, whose 
name 1 have forgotten. Vbur understanding is so clear, 
&o much above the common level, that the beauty of 
your person is forgotten in the charms of your mind : 
all this IS said of you here, if yoq should find a prince 
Alamir, you have all the requisites in yourself to 
make the first volume of a romance^,"' without ray car- 
ing to set them forth to you ^ but I was unwilling 
to do Piovence so great an injustice, as not to let 
yoi know how much you are iionoured there, and in 
what manner they speak of you. I want to know if 
} ou are quite insensible yourself to all the honours you 
receive ; for my part, I own to you, that they wouti-* 
not be displeasing to me. If you are still at MarseiUes^/^ 
1 beg you will make my compliments to the general of 
the galleys f. ^ut you will be gone befoie you receive 
this. 1 am here Still , t am half distracted at the thought: 

I intended to have set outjast iPriday, but the abb6 was 
almost upon hia knees to have it put off till Monday* 


• AsafromtheoUdftOf IWnwriipfingsdtK^ 
t Moiwic^of do Vivoaae, 



tiririiw jpr 

There is no getting a priest out of ^arts ; nonelnit theS 
women are for leaving it I will go iHlwever on 
day. I fancy you will be glad to know my travellings 
equipage^ that you may see me pass by as I used to sce^ 
monsieur dc J3usche. I shall have two coaches* seven 
coachohoises* a pack horse for my bed* and three oi- 
four men on horseback : I shall be in my own coach* 
drawn my two beautiful horses : the abhi will be 
•sometimes with 'In the'othcr* which will have four 
hoises and a postillion* ^ill be son* la MoOjWe* and 
Helen ; sometimes the abb^ with his breviary w}fl fall 
into the second rank* and give place to Sevrgn6 and the 
breviary of Corneille. These are important details ; but 
they please* when coming from those we love. 

I shall take no notice to our ocean of the prefer- 
ence you give it; this would only make it too proud* 
and It is but too much so already. Numbers leave Paris 
on Monday* as well as myself 1 do not know whether 
it is true* that Brancas is already gone* for he has not 
taken leave of me y I suppose he thought he had, The 
Qtfe^r evening* at maddme de CoulangCS^s* whpn supper 
W'as^brought in* and we were all sat down* he continued 
standing at one end of the table* Sit down**' said 1 to 
him ; you will take some supper I suppose/^ But 
still he continued standing. Madame de Coulangcs too 
desired him to sit down: Faith*'’ says he* madame 
de Sanzei makes us wait for her strangely; surely she 
does not know that supper is on the table so he was 
Waiting ail the whiter for madame dc $anzci ; and she* 
you must know* has been at Autrui these five weeks. 
This complaisance of hiS set us all a-Iaughlng. Madame 
de So^ptse * is with child : ^he has complained to hei 

I 

V Daught<*r «f the duchess of Chevreuse* so famous for the part &he 
'Wioh iu the inttigues of the xnlnodty : tuadame de Soubise was secretly 
iWtoed by Louis XtV. Thb coueealed hopour loade the fortunes of 
uKuiiily. 
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A ^ * 

^6t1ier of it, |>oot hnl to »o por{>ose. You k|Awv 

how It IS I 1 knew 

sol^jc good widoTtr 0 ^ gill ixlio was in the same situation ; 
I would acqttauit you with it for youi coinfiMt. The 
abb^ T^u is eet off); he says Pans grows tnsupportably 
dull to h^ ; he is gone straight to f ontcvj aud ; it is 
all in his way^ which ts foitunate;|fiom thence he goes 
to Richelieu^ which is no^ above five kagj^es farther^ 
and there he w iH remnhi.^ This of his is laughed 

at by mtieiy as carryyng*him still Taithei fiom 

his bisbo|f>ne ; but 1 aay n is the nearest road he could 
take to it. You see he is not quite so easy about the 
absence of madame de Fonleviaucb as he was about 
yours. If 1 were a little nearer to you^ 1 would adopt 
your way of telling tbfhgs ; tt is a thousand times more 
clear and mteUigibk than mine; however, you haie 
guessed my meaning extremely well , uhat is thtie too 
difficult for you ? You think my son^ tom) any will 
console me foi the amusements of Pans, and that the 
States will console me for the loss of my son. But what, 
my lovely child, is to console me for yoiar absence > In 
the W'oild J have hitheito found that nothing has the 
pretensions to this. 


LETTER Cn. 

TO tHt SAME. 

Pwrfs, Friclsy, M*j 1 5 , 167 u 

1 AM still here, my dear child^ in all the vexation thet 
attends delayed journeys, andjourneysthatcairy a<> still 
fiither flora a bJo\ed object: what madnes<; it is to 
take a road so opposite to that of the heart ’ If I should 
v\er live to see all distano^ removed between Provence 



2M' , I£XTK^ oy * ' 
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wfd nao, I slwiU be lran*porfed With joy. like cefitinuaJ 
desire 1 have lo receive your l<4terfc/ ftud 10 know the 
state of* your health, so prey« upon my heart, I 
M'ontler hov^ I am able to support it, I cacpoct to hear 
from you ou Sunday, and on MOfnday I shall sat out. 

I nm employed in giving all the necessary Ol^dors for 
having yr>ur letters con\ eyed to me as freqttcntly and 
as speedily as possible, and 1 hope I ahali succeed to 
my wish. 

Madamo de Crussol is vi^th child, and srhundved others 
besides, I went yesterday take my leave of her, 
and of the shadow of madame de Montausier. Had 1 
time, 1 woidd relate all the polite things she said to me ; 
but my hands this morning are full of fareWelUand bu- 
siness; I am going to take leave of Lavardin. 1 shall 
make up my packet this evening; I shall then be mote 
rti Ici'iure. 


FrMs^ e«ti}jti|s:, May 
At zRom. de Ui RoLhefouciuI'^s. 

I AM now with a man who loves you, and begs you to 
believe it. He was greatly delighted in hearing me 
read your description of the galleys at Marseilles* Ma* 
dame de la Fayette is dictating a numbei^ of fine things 
to me, which I shall not tell you. We have been tak- . 
ing a walk to Faverolle's at Issi, where the nightingales, 
the hawthorn, the lilacs, the fountains,** and the fine 
weather, afforded us all the innocent pleasures our heaits 
were capable of enjoying, h is a place where 1 hSve seen 
you. Oh, what food for my a0*ection ! If you remem- 
ber, we saw a cat there once that had like to have torn 
out madame de la Fayette’s eyes, no doubt with envy of 
their brilliiuicy. 1 have bid adieu to alt the beauties of 
this country ; 1 am bound to one far more rude ; but 
ihere^ no spot^ my dear child# where yon arc not th« 



^ M «£ri6«fa, ^ 2QT 

>ole oS>V^ci of my 4lbo^(|fht(i. I have recommended my 
ileai Uttle d^Amelot and madamc d*Or* 

mi^on^ but i^articukrly to madame du Pu(«du4ou^ 
With whom 1 spent t^o hoois yesterday, bho ban pro- 
mi'^cd to take moch care of her as if she was her 
own. 1 hiive taken my leave of the d’Uscs's and a bua<^ 
died others. Monsieur de KambtMs ts dead: oan yotk 
pictuie to ^Ourself his afflicted wiclwi nit^ her crape 
fillet J ^ The abbe de Foix is ^A^-tiTT has leccivc^ 
all the sacrametits^^aad ia m>liis last agomes. 1 have 
loceitred a letter fiom Coihmelli ; he appears to be 
tremely pleased with monsteut de Vivonno, and his li- 
bu dity. It YOU ever write t6 Vaides, I beg ^ou will 
kt him know thrsj that he may see his friend is not 
I ngratefuk Good nighty my little one; I am dull; I 
i) ) i noihing entertaining to send you If you love to 
ho pcikctJy beloved^ love the love 1 boar you. 

LETTER cm. 

TO THC SAME* 


Monday, May 18, U7J 
Just t) t c It 

A I last, my dear child, I am just rcad^ to htejji^into my 
carnage: thtre»— I am m.*— adieu* -I never shall 
that word to you without leal grief. I am now on my 
way foi Biitany; is it possible that arty thing can in* 
crease^thc distance between u>, whf»n we are already 
sepal ated from each other more than two hundred 
leagues > But so it w; I have found a way to complete 
•U; and as you thought your town of Aix not quite fax 

f N • ♦ * de Bfaucru, manhiotiew of Hainbim $ 

I In those days the widows wore 4 lUlet o^er thtur fojehcads, ldc« 
the cloth ones wow by the awde* 
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etioagh fr6m me, t, also, lo^^k a9 t0o much 

in your netglibourhr>od. YoO^wi^iO l^il^i^'illes to fly 
me, and 1, to pay you \n your oWn coin> am goir^ to 
Vine. Hut to be serious, my dear, our correspondenoe 
will sufler by thi*; ri used to be a great s0urc<^ of con* 
eolation and amusement to me. Alas! wbdt shall I 
have to say to you ^om the mjdst of my woods? 1 shall 
have nothijiv to epK^tatn you with but act^onts of ma>« 
demoiselle du Tatjjwiie*; charpa mg subjects 

these! 1 am veiy happ;J m what yop tell me jrour 
health, but, m the name of if >ou have any love 
for me, take tare of yourself; do not dance, do not 
fall, take a good deal of rest; and, above all things, 
arrange your plans so as to He-in at Aix, wbere^you 
may have the best and most timely assistance. You 
know how expeditious you are on those occasions ; be 
suic to have evti^ thing leady rather too soon than 
too late. Cood fkavens! what shall I not sufier at 
that pviiod ! 

You Tclatc the dispute you bad with our fiiend Vi- 
Yonne \ciy agreeably. I tnmk the fault lies entirely 
on hi^ s'tlo . ^ ou laid a famous tiap m which you caught 
liim lomplctely ; his < onfusion made me sweat for hini, 
and be did so himself, 1 daie say ; but in the end }ou 
madi. it up and embraced him I a great + undei taking 
that, foi one in your situation; if your quanels mubt 
end thu.s, you ought to have no quarrels nor enemies 
Upon your hands. 

The pool abb4 deFoix i$ dead; what a melancholy 
event ts this! who would have thought that a woman, 
who, but the other day, saw ber&clf the mother of 
three sons, and the eldest of them married, should now 

* A pretty servant girl of madame de Sdvigri^'b at her £ouse in 
Britanj. 

de Ylvoime ivte remuki^ls for hi9 great bulk. 







f^tlifetf But iio^', 
j^‘lauld not gtve,a farthing for; 
^^de:$hix: he is at present at 


Bour^uy a faw-suit. 


' \^hat ti^,^ttcW8^s he t said.the farr ^ 

ArmenJ^^^^tears her and beats her:; 
breast_f^^%i|i.^^<iyiH; ^Su!VDo you know thatV’^' 

oarditUe *^is brought tM|(gd\t^enoble? , 

I do hot manygCQpl^^Ji^^ to-day,,: 

nofflSs.jSan twenty persons of 
quaJi^^i ware ail do like me. .Monsieur 

lie eWahges gave a gia^#shpper in compliment to me^ ' 
to v\hicb every body came toiake leave of me. Adieu,. '; 
my most lovely and best betoVed. child ; 1 shall sleep at 
Bonnel, where I hope to Rnd the same spirit of devotion 
that you left the^fe.aome time ago; if so, 1 will make 
the mast of it ; for, riaS J I shall stand in need of it to 
make me supjp^rt with, patience this separation from a 
child I so passionately love^ . and all the feats I have for 
her health ; think then, what I, must suffer, with nothing 
to divert me from giving full scope to rny thouglits. I 
take your brother with me, and by that means take him 
from all the disgrace his foolish conduct had brought 
upon him. You may suppose his mistresses will not be 
inconsolable for his loss ; I fancy 1 shall do very well 
#ilh him. 1 am now fully persuaded of wdiat M. de 
Grignan says. Ah, ray dear count! I Ormly believe 
you; there is no person but would have acted as you 
did, had |hey been in your place s you give good rea- 
sons for every thing, and make your defence in so able 
a manner, that 1 must forgive you ; but, however, you ; 
ought to. reflect, that the youth, beauty, health, good - 


* She WB3 a Longueva], 'and mother to madamc de Florensac, whoUft 
behind her M. de Crussol and the duche^ of AquiUou. , , 
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'sj/ints ami pcrhpp^ life, of the woman ypa love, 

be des^iOAcfl by too fiequeni irocuri*enoe of the evjh 

you are ilif aiuhor of» And now, my dear chU 4 ^ hav- 

taken lea\c of your hu^batixl, 1 return to you. I 

have beard you are both umucces'jful at play. Ble«;s 

mel wbeuce ari<Jo%tliK iU luck? What can be the rea- 

f m of ih< 't oon^^ual dnifczlin^ahw that I have always 

hi'ind but I am «.i-. mcmant as the ratn I 

, am know whett to have done. 

rau'well then, foi ihV hurdredth* £h»ie, farewelb my 

<h Tilt St child : ^ivx* (i’Harqueville a thousand thanks for 

the dmly acts of fiiendshtp 1 receive from him: he 

entci' into my feelings; that is a thing of the greatest 

Cim-rqucncc to me in the noild. Do h<H forget to ac- 

qun’nt VavUs how highly C’urbinelli speaks of him. 

LETTER *CIV. 

FROM MADAME DL StVlCNL TO TMC COUNT DE BU^SV. 

Pails, May 1 <>, 1071# 

I wnfTE to you fioni the ceH of onr little sister of St. 
Mane. 1 love this dear child ; her understanding 
charms me, and her piety excites my envy ; for after 
all, my poor cousin, there is nothing so beneficial a?»d 
so wise, as the care of our eternal salvation. This good 
creature is occupied with no other thought; I should 
honour hei thcuibie, if I wxre not in otliei iispects 
incliiud to esteem her. I now leave her, hhv\ever, to 
toll you that 1 highly approve your present octupation. 
It Is woith} of jouiself; and 1 have pleasure in anvci- 
pating the interest our nephews will take in these me- 
nions. 1 set out to-moirow for Biitany,' where 1 shall 
i‘c*m nil till All-Saints. The sun of Piovence shines 
upon my pool child. If Uie honouis she receives could 
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make her IM hjippy mWlhed ; bnt I 

<Ioubt that hei for onr loss. Write 

to m* my ilcii count, hi Biitany, nnd believe that you 
ate scarcely less esteemed by me tlian yon are by oui 
little sister, except that she reverences yxia as a &ther» 
and 1 honout you as niy cousm. ^ 

LErrB^OtS, 

I mu KKDMUf TO MVO\Mr OS GftlirNW, 

MsitKoruey Saiur(lH\, Maj ad » 1671* 

1 \u Hist anntd heie, wheie I found a letter fiom you; 
«uch caitf have I taUen to keep our conc^poiidence un* 
interiupteds I wrote to you last Monday, my dear 
clidd^ just as I was |$oiii^ to set out ; since then, 1 base 
been continually going farther and tanker from you^ 
with so much gnef of heait, and so lively a icmeni* 
brance of you, as sometimes made thought w holly m* 
suppoit ible I set out with 5 our picture m niy pocket, 
which I am tiery moment guing u)>on* It would be 
no easy nutter to st< al it fioin me without perceiv- 
ing It, It IS a charming pictuie' my miiid is full of 
your (Uar idea, and my heart of the mos^ unbounded 
^<nchinfS'> thi is niy iraiclling equ p ig< , arftl thus 
nftiiilcd am [ going tlircc huiuln d 1( i^^ues fiom you* 
We I hioigtcatlv incommoded with the beat. One 
of m\ fiiu iioiscs IS leti behind at PaJaisscau , the other 
six havifheld out \civ well so far, 

W e set out bcfoi c tw o o’clock m the monnng, to avoid 
iji luat To-day again we were 111 the r woods befoie 
A 1101a was Stirling, m order to see SyUi 1, I mean Ma- 
licorne, wheie 1 shall »tay to-moirow. Here 1 found 
the two hllle girls. 
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un «ir 


Said J, 


Ces pet ts fiont 6ans doute i nMtt 
I uyons les «*•■■■ - - *!•, 


Uot hov^evel, 

No« nc «ont paB frpa» Ik ia 

' For I nevci rati viitTe^^etciM: cheer any j^vherc, nor a 
rao e Agtceable house : 1 stood i^'^ee^of all the viater 
the plate afioidcd, to refiosh me aftei the dieadful heat 
1 Invc bufltitd the past week. Our abbe is \ery well ; 
my son and la Mousse ate great comfoits to me. Wo 
have lead over Cor icdle again and agAin> and repeated 
viith the same pleasuic our former admiration of him. 
We have likewise a new book of Nicole’s w«th us. The 
subject IS much the same as Pascal’s^ the education of a 
pi met ; but it is of that sort tliat there is no being weaiy 
of \\ e shall get to the Rocks the 27th, where I shall 
find the gieatcst pleasuic 1 can have, a letter from you. 
Jor the future you need not wiite to me inoie than once 
a week, foi the letters will be sent from Pans only on 
Wedncsdiys and 1 should have two at once. Melhinks 
I am robbing myself of half ray treasure, 1 am, howcvei, 
content to do It. since it is so much tiouble sa\ed tr 
you in your present condition. I must be m very good ' 
humoui to allow this. Toi Heaven's sake, mv child, take 
Care of yuuisclf, if you haie the least rcgaid^ foi me* 


♦ With plu2/os grim and air dcmuri, 

And scr amin^ vo cc * — — 
f ait the I hil lien of our fiitnd • 

Let us a\oid them—. 

t Out meals aie not oi airy kind Sec La Fontaine's lablc of the 
and the Qwl (t Atglc et rHiUou). 



^ «0h » wbftt concern ^ about your deaf person !* 
I Will you nevei: haver^jl^t^nt'a rest ? must your whole 
life be thus worn out ’arith continual fatigue ? I per* 
^ fectly understand M, de Grignan^s reasons; but, in 
; truib, if a man loVes his wife, it 19 natural to have a httlo 
compassion Jfor her. 

My fan, then, came very oppottdi^ly. Did you not 
think It veiy pretty ? But what a tn^ J do iio^epnve 
me of this little ptoasurc aj^^O^ortunity of 

enjoying If; rath^^ibank jjjSe^^indulging myself in 
these mejse nothings. hear a good deal about 
you, that is the main point ^ Remember I am to have 
a lettei from you every Fiiday, but lemember at the 
same time, that I cannot see you now ; tliat you aie as 
it were a thousand leagues from me ^ that you are with 
child ; that you are in a bad state of health* Think, — 
but no } think of nothing, leave the business of thought 
to me, in ray long shady alleys, whose dreary melan- 
choly Will add to mine ; I may walk tlieie long enough 
before 1 shall find the treasure I had with me the last 
tune I was in them. Adieu, my dearest clnld ♦ you do 
not mention ^ourbeli often enough to me. be always 
exact m obsciving the dates of ray letters. Alas ’ what 
amusement can they now afFoid you? My son em- 
braces you a thousand times, hf iicl|>s gUMtly to amuse 
ml , he does all in his powei to phase me , sometimes 
we read, sometimes we ch it, j ou know how . Mousse 
coniiibutes bis shaie, and oui abhe as much as the best 
of them , all adoie him, because he adores you, lie 
has at last left me his whole foitune * ; he had not a 
moment's rest till that was done ; do not mention this 

* Madame <*( SA was the favourite niete of tlie dc Cott- 
langes, aim! as hp pa^ved the gnatrai pirt of h\6 lih wah htr, no hlng 
i ould he more uAiural than his leaving her hts whole fortune at hb 
death 
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to any one ; the family would aili upw bio back il 
they heard it : but love hia!i> upon my reconi- 

xneiidatioii^ and love me also Qpoil my oua. 1 embrace 
that Ongnan^ notwithbiandmg all hi^ crimes and misde- 
mtaxiois. 

fCETTEE CVI. 

^ T^JCaBSAML. 

the Rodp^ *5 

^ Sunday, IVIb} 31 > 1671* 

Ar my child, I am at the Kocks. Can I behold 
these vialks; (nn 1 view these ornaimmts, this hitle 
closet, these books, these looms and not die w*i*h gnef ? 
Some lecollcf Uotis aic agiccahle; but ihnc uie oJicis 
again so lively and so tendet that they are haidlj sup- 
poitablc ; such aic ininc with lespect to jou. And jou 
ma> easih guess the efltct this is likely to produce m a 
heait like mine. 

If ^ou contiiuic pi-etty well, v^y dtar tluld, I be- 
lli \c I shall not ciiine to \ou till ttcAt ytai, Britany 
and Pio^tncc aic nert ry compatible : h ng )ouinrvs 
ate stiange thiiii,s: if wt weic always to coutniut m 
the same mind w< aie in at the ind of a )om«e^, we 
should nevci stir liom the pi ice wc wiie then in . bt/* 
Piovidince iii kindness to us c Mi^es u to foigtt it. It 
js much the same with King in women lha\tn p< i- 
mits this foigctfulncss that the woild mav opltd, 

and that folks may take jouineys to Piovtnce. Alii r 
therefore will alloid me the greatest j< V I ever icctiMu 
in my hie, but how ciiul a thought it to no (^d 
to youi stay there * 1 inoi^ aud iwoic admiu aud ij - 

plaud youi piudencc; though, to tell you il.f tnrh I 


• The name of mai^amc 


( ( Uk i \ brn •. V 



4ina iiipb^hibfKi jr| ' but’ I K(^e 

,^iiii« a’^difibreut light- Wo -''■ 

^ust'aiWays without that coasolution 

there would be m liviiig^ t s^pmetimes pass suelv mo* 
lapcJbely '^ momedlft.. m the wc^^ that I return aai 
changed ^ ;^n^;|ust^ o of a I'/ijncy you pasi^^ 

your^tunVlf^^i^"^^ i^Do'hot fiiil W tell"' 

me how you i0i^^?jr‘ecoivi^dt'^at (irigry.ln, Tb^peo|^ ^ 
here bid deaiigiSdio m{d#^kji>d.<;f entry fbr < 

my 15*00 men under 

new riband# rouiid their 

necks^ and a league of the'^^ 

Rocks. But gue^ What hap^hed ! our abbi had writ- 
ten word that wc should be Uiere on Tu^sday^ . and 
afterwards forget tp^mentiou H tuns. Acccmingly itreSe 
poor people were waiting under arms whole day till 
ten o'clock at nighty when they returned home very 
much chagrined at< their disappointment ; and behold 
the next day, which was, Wednesday, we came in as , 
quiet and peaceable as^ 1aU)bs,. without dreaming that 
a little army had been drawn out to receive us! We 
were a gootl deal vexed at tins mistake; but there was 
no remedy; so much fi^r our first setting out. Made- 
moiselle du Plessia is just as you loft her; she has form- 
ed a new acquaintance at Vitro that slie plumes^^er-» 
self mightily upon, because she is a great genius, has 
read all the romances, and, more than that, has had' 
two letters from the princess do Taranie. I was wickedi 
enough M^set Vaillani upon telling her that X' was jea- 
lous of this new friend of hers, and that, when I heard, 
of their intimacy, it had given me the greatest uneaei- 
ness, though 1 had taken noTmotice of it to her. It re- 
quires the pen of a Molicre tpdi&scribc all she says apoii 
the occafsion ; and it is highly amusing to see how art* 







fully iht manages me, and wiiB wfait fsare she avoids * 
speaking of my -supposed rival before nr/ face; I too 
play my pait \eiy wc 11. My little trees are grown sur*^ 
prisingly ; Pilois * js raising their stately heads to the 
clouds In short, nothing can be more beautiful than 
these walks, which ^you fiisl saw planted. You may 
remembei I once A^ve you a httle device vrhlch was 
thought ^vciy Here is a motto I wiote the 

f other day updlT^ tree^hjr^} intend for my fMcm who is 
just leturncd tiom Candie, Wwgo b it not 

pietty, notwithstanding its cdfit!t!^nes^^ YesteMay 1 
bad anothei inscribed m honour of the idlers, Btllacosa 
fa} nienie%^ Ah* my dear child, what a wild roman- 
tic air my letters have t What i!» become of the time 
when I used to talk of Pans like other people? now 
you will hear of nothing but myself, and to show you 
what confidence I ha\e in your affection, I am persuad- 
ed this will be the most agreeable intelligence I cart 
give you. I am highly pleased with my company 
here, Oui abbe is at all times an excellent companion 
La Mousse and my son are satished with me, and I 
with them We always seek one another j and if busi- 
ness at any time takes me from them, they are at then 
wit’s end, and think it icry odd in me to picfer a faim- 
cr's account to a laic t f La rontaiiie’s. Thej^ are all 
passionatt 1 j ui lo\e with you. I fancy you will hear 
from them soon. I choose however to be beforehand 
with them, for 1 do not love talking to you in a ciowd. 


«|d[y dealest chibk will \ou always Jove me?''my life 
dcpet^ll^pon your aflcction* that, as I told you the 
oth«Py, constitutes all my joy and all my sorrow. 


« Ihe gardener at the KolVi. 

•f Anxious tor tame. 
t What s line thu^ it is to do uotbiag I 
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Let me add, that mj prospects am embittered with the 
cruel thought that 1 must necessarily pass so much of 
rny'lifc at a distance from you« 

LETTER evil. 

m 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocki, ba\\iLyf vime 7, lS7t. ^ 

J RECEIVED your two lette^ with a joy that no tongue^ 
can express. /That .rhicli you wrote to my'son is not 
fricasseed in snow ; but rather in salt, and that in large 
quantities ; it is a hnished piece : 1 leave him to answer 
It, and to acquaint you how he has succeeded in his 
parish, and at the ball at Viire. We read Bertrand du 
(iruesclin through in four days, and were very much 
amused. But you did not See clearly, my child ; my 
can lage did not break down on the road ; its springs 
were forged by the hands of Vulcan himself, or they 
could never have held oat a third journey into Bntany* 
You mean, that one of my horses, the finest creature in 
the whole kingdom, was left behind at No^ent, and, as 
1 have since been informed, died there ; this is what de« 
ceived you. I had indeed a fit of the colic some tiipe 
ago; but 1 admire d'Hacqueville's telling you, that 1 did 
hot acquaint him with it. The jest is, that he was him* 
self to blame upon the occasion ; and as be had en* 
gaged to be quite perfect, he would not push his jusrifi* 
cation viith me, but endeavours to acquit himself to 
you, by laying the blame upon me : but I never can be 
wanting in any paint of friendship to him ; I have a 
gleat regard for him, and his friendship is an iiiesiimn* 
blc treasure to me. I will tell you how it happened. 

1 went to mass in tlie, coach with my aunt, and by the 
way found myself very ill ; Iwas apprehensive of whet 

\ot. I. L 
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ItlTEKS or 


would follow, and so drove back iiwiatdiaudy • wlun I 
got home, i voniiUd cxtntmly , d violent pam s iztd 
me in the left ‘^idt, the vomiting continued duiing the 
night, and the pain grew uoibc and wol'ii, *ilUnded 
with a gicat opjntsMon. Ihe alaini was piL'icnllj 
given: Pequet w as sent foi dueetiv, whotooLven e.u'it 
eare of me , an apo^weeary was sent ioi likewise, he o»- 
dered mih into the vlippei-hath , people wtro dispatched 
^foi the Inibs to make it witli if I had Ind twintv ser- 
vants, they woitlu ha\( iHi'yt all tiiijdo^uil I neut 
ome thought of nnHiame de 1 1 Payettt ^Oui little ta- 
pesliy-ni 'kti, who w«\s tlnn gum to woik lot hoi, told 
Itci how ill j was slic (ante in while I w s in the h i h 
she told me w n U ind bi ought hei, md lint sin lut I 
uiit a iootnnii ofirflai qut viile\ an i h ul laioimc 1 him 
o( m\ illiHssi in tilt (eitandv that his niastd viuld 
comt to sn nu the vn im nt le lu \ul ol it V' ill, ihi 
day p't*> id < \ti i i h s in inin i, wilhonl ni\ < o i hein^ 
at all dhtUil tie in U iti htl wi \((\ ul no ntu** 
liowevd ol jiienlU I hit in tLlnt vfiy stn- 

iibly , il i wi m unt imi and I could no’ liclp 
gpc tking ol It 'Ihc iu\t mom iij; 1 u i soiut vnat bet* 
tei , and in these c^se- to be belter anti to lu niitd, is 
much the snne thini, Then monsj« m <1 Oiius^on e mu 
m a gieil lugiit, lining bnn till it liu pilace, he 
said, by d’llaeque^ilie, tbai I v ^ m i y i 1 so |k knew 
It, In tlie i \enint» 1 *!tnt him a li tie lu d( i eon j 1 i - 
mg note, whuli euibiiiasstd him a < od 1 1 1 Ht 
made, when ht emit, a gic it nimv tiilliiij, c I 

told him 1 had not s< nl to nnd lUK dt III ijtUt Ui 
took no notice of whu he hid snd to monsieu ilOi- 
messon, whuh was vihit niuu most against imn , iiki 
I, obstiving this, took no itotice ot I mysv If, but adiu • 
ted his txcust, that be did not know of my illness tid 
rbe received my note. Ibis is a might v enteitaininc: 
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i»l6ry, ftnd an extremely necessary one ; but, howerer, it 
i$ all trulii. My dear chi)d> if you are not fatigued 
with this recitals you must be in excellent health* 
Well! Ia'ow I will never plague you with so long a 
one again. 

And so you saw a poor old man that was going to be 
broken upon the wheel. He behaved better. It is to be 
hoped, than a certain count Frangipani, who was exe« 
cutod about two months ago at Vienna, for a conspiraejr 
ag lin^t the emperor. This Frangipani found himself so 
lui ible to undei go tlie shame and horror of a public 
death, that they were forced to draw him to the place 
oi ( VLCution, and Indd his legs and arms till the execu- 
tioner did hi (illict*. This is just as 1 should behave 
upon the s\ine occaaton. Now we arc talking of pu- 
nish iiienis, I must tell you of one that will make you 
shudder. .Monsieur du Plossis had a complaint in botli 
Ins feel, '»imiLir to what you once had in yours: instead 
ol treating li in the »atne manner as Charon treated you, 
lie met with a very skilful personage, a wondaful man! 
as mauaine du Plessis called him, who pro{>osed a little 
auodvne of his ow'ii; and what do you think it was? 
Why to tear out the nada of his two great toes by the 
loot, in order, as he veiy sagely observed, to prevent 
disoidrr from iclurning again. The poor man was 
c'onfined to his bed with this gentle operation, when we 
'Mine heie ; he walks about a little now, but in a very 
■^otleiim: ina.iiier. I think be will always hear from 
-.omchoil v f »• oditr : ** Take care you do not fall, you are 
not very i.iiii on your feet.'' As for mademoiselle du 
Plessi'., she is the same extraordinary personage as 
ever, she had beard, it s'^xms, tint monsieur dc 
<riig!i.«n was the handsomest youth in the world: 
think you hear her say this in btr peculiar tone, and 
\i}'i will l)f‘ ready to gi\e her another box on the 
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ear'* **'. 1 am sometimes unfortunate enough to say^ a 

thing that pleases her : I u ish you could hear her praise 
and imitate me ; she has retained some good things of 
yours too, when you were last here ; these she gives us 
over and over again with the same grace. Ah me ! if 
1 had nothing stronger to put me in mind of you, how 
happy shohld I be ! 

Pomenarst has constantly some action or other 
against him, and of so serious a nature, that his life is 
at stake. He was soliciting bis judges the other ilay at 
Bennes^ with a very long beuid, and was asked by 
somebod}, why he did not get himself shaved : Who, 
said h<‘, ** r think I should be a very great fool to 
give myself any trouble about my face, till 1 know to 
whom my head belongs ; the king disputes it with me 
at present; vrhen the afTair is decided, if it belongs to 
me, I will take care of it.^’ This is the patlietu ^tyle 
in >thich he endeavours to engage the compassion ot his 
judges. 

You Nsill see by the bishop of Marseilles" letter, that 
\vv are still upon a friendly footing: it seems to me as 
if I had received the very same letter ten tittles : he 
does not run into the justice to believe, but desires me 
to be persuaded that he is, with extraordinary veneration, 
the bhhop of Marseilles, and I take him at his word. 
Keep up the friendship that is between you ; do not 
take otf the mask, nor be at the trouble of having an 
enmity upon your hands ; it is a greater burden than 
you are aware of. What impudence, to ha\Vi your pic- 

* See the letter of the Q6tli of July following. 

^ A genUeman of Hritany, of whom it \s said, that haiing had an 
action brought agiinst him for umnng fake inuiu>, and being cleared 
onh^ tiial, he paid his fees ami charges in the same cum. See the 
Loiters of the abth and 29ih ol Jul} follow mg, ‘aial the article Boudin 
n the Mcmoiis ol Amelot de Is Hous^aic, 
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^ate drawn! I am glad ot it however; it ib a sign you' 
are looking well. Your hi other la a coaiposition oi oddi* 
ties,* but he docH veiy well htre* We have now and then 
a little seiious convcisatiou which might be of advan** 
tage to iiim, but his mind ib rather too much like whip* 
p^d syllabub weie it not ioi that, he would be amiable 
enough How goes on youi Italian ? liave you foigot* 
ten it " 1 read a little now and then, by way okkeeping 
It up. You say that M. de Gngnan embi aces me. Yon^ 
have laid aside ^our respect then, my dear Gngnan ; 
but come and play a little at mail with me ; ft is at pre* 
sent buch chaiming weather, I so long to see you play, 
you play with such a grace, and make such pretty 
•tiokts ; indeed it is very cruel of you to refuse me an 
houi’b walk only. Come then, my dear child, and 
let us have a little chat together. 

LETTER CVIIL 

TO THE SAMr. 

Tlif Rocks, Wednesday, June lo, 1671. 

1 AM going to entertain you to-day, my dear child, 
with what is called rain and hue weather. 1 had 
not your letteis till 1 riday, and 1 answered them the 
Suiidny following 1 begin then with the ram, for fair 
weather is out of the question lor this week past it 
has rained incessantly . 1 say incessantly ; for the rain 
has ont^ been interrupted by storms. 1 cannot stir 
abroad, my workmen aie all dispersed, and 1 am de^ 
vouied with melancholy: La Mousse too is very low* 
sainted . we read indeed, and that just keeps us alive 
My son is gone to Runies, whither we thought it ne- 
cessary to send him, to pay a visit to the hist president, 
and seicral other friends that 1 have there; if ha has 
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time^ I fthftil pievail on him to go and sr4> Hichsicur 
Coohquen; be is old enough now tor these things. 
There was h ball at Vitrc again on Sunday. 1 very 
lYinch fear that my son ^ill become too iond ol tlu 
company of ten or a dozeii men th it supped with him 
the other night at the castle ot Si vigne; thc\ may be 
borne with, but he should be very cautious ol foiming 
loo great an intimacy with them. A dispute aio'-e be- 
, laeen two of the party, about some tiifle oi othci : 
the lie was gi\en; to it they went ; the company endia- 
Tuured to part them ; there was a git at di al ot talk, and 
fery JiUle sense: however, inonsieui le inaii|ni*.'^ had 
the honoui of making up the diileience, and altciwanL> 
aet out for Rennes. There have been great cabals at 
Vitr4 : mademoiselle de Croqueoison complains, that at 
a hall the other da}, luademol'iellc du Cerni did nut 
offer her pait of some oranges she had. We mu^t heai 
i\hat mademoisf lie dn Plcssis and the Laiinayis ha\e 
to say|on this subject, as they know all the circum- 
stances relating to it. A:^ to mademoiselle du ric<.sis, 
she lets all hei aflans at Vine run to ruin, because ohe 
will not stir in them, from the fcai of making me jea- 
lous on the account oi her new fnend : and it was but 
the other day, that, to make me quite i asy, she ^aid 
as many ill-natured things of her as she c ould. W hen 
it is fine weather, this nonsense makes me laugh : but 
when it is bad and gloom}, 1 could gne her a box cn 
the ear, as you once did. IMadame de C onlaugi s v i ites 
me word, that she has heard nothing of as, c\- 

cept that, out of h»s six coach-horses, lie has (u»l} on 
left, and that he was the last person that discoMud »i. 
1 hear no news; oui little Alogii is ai bei nioilui’s, ml 
it IS thought that M. de Seigatlai is to be nia*r»d 

♦ Meaning her ton die i 
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1 suppose \ou aic in no wuit ol pers^s to fur- 
ni^li >ou wiiW init lligcnce, toi my pari, I dc'.piso tn- 
vml o( f nm»jue- I iiu onlv tor those that sut prise and 
astoriisli j li I out* I met with this >piv morning, 
vvhiU t le ibh< md I wtic m his studv tojj* ther We 
touml, inr(<konii with thoKe C 1 )jante 1 ^ ot hts, whicfai 
au so t,«)od, th it with all th it lias tallcn to me, 1 ought 
t » ht vvoiiK )i(>,OfK) hvie*»*^ do you know, tl it what 
o ir (Itai abhe ii s )rtt me, will not amount to le s than* 
'0, (>()() it MU ^ And do yon think I am »i»>t impatunt 
Jo bt III po Sts (in^ ^nd i()(),0(>0 liaucs { mn ]'ur:»»iQ- 
dv tins his < Mio since you weu m iin*^ thf rest, 
\/ 100,0 cioxtiis, b\ inymiinige, 10 >00cu»wn« 

Ki b} AT (11 Ch Ions, and 2(>,0( 0 li m< s, in btllo Ic- 
’^icKs trom one or two of uiiclts, but do vou not 
woiuhr w iitlnr my pen is running with 1 should 
i\Q nnuh Ik iter to tell )ou whit 1 sufhi c^ery day, 
when 1 r( flu tin what places IhoMdime Ins desiimd 
us to pi s oni Incs Ihis is a coiitiuu il souice of un- 
1 1MIK s lo tni. , hut let It n it be so lo \ on , y < u liave not 
till nnv u son, you ait with a husbuul Uni adoiei» 
you, 'inJ II ihe andst ot lionouis ind splendour; bul 
indenour, it posHbic, to woik some inirale m your 
ifl ms, so ihit \our return to Parts may be Ktardtd only 
J)\ tiu duties of your post, and not fiotn necessity, it 
sin tasy to nils thus, 1 wish it wis as easily earned 
nto cxtnilion , andwihis nc not iui hidden Us They 
»rit4 m woid, fliat midime de Wilavoiie is at Pans, 
ml th*f she is toi ever t liking of yoin beauty polite* 
iiess VI t, talents, and, i»i short, of ihe new Ik ad-dress 
sou tid’e invented, which il >eims you have txicuted 
Ml as good a style as if you had bfcn in tin midst of the 
couit mailimede la Fiochc ami 1 liaic at least thef 

* 1 lur snl >0,0 oJ stirln*;, retkonm^ « hvrr ei lod halfpi^nn* 
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liotioiir of haTing desci ibcd it so welb to put \ ou m* 
- tho way of performing these wonders. She 19 at Pai is 
stilly that La Troche : she is going to her own house 
about the latter end of tins month. As foi me, 1 do 
not know what the States micud doing ; hut 1 t«cney 1 
shall run away for fear of being ruiiud: it is a mighty 
pretty thing to put myselt to the expense of ntat a 
thousand crowns in dinners and suppei9> and all for the 
honour of keeping a summer-house for M. anti madairic 
de Chaulnes^ m^Ldame jde Kolnin, M, de Lavaidin, and 
half Britany ; who. without knowing any thing of mo, 
willj to be in the fashion, honour me with their com- 
pany. Well, we shall see bow it will tuin out 1 shall 
only regret leasing M. d’Hairouis and this house, be- 
fore I have half finished by business. But, my dear 
child, the gieatest indniation I have at present is to be 
a little religious. 1 placrue La Mousse about it c\eiy 
day : I belong neithci to God 1101 to the devil : 1 am 
i|uite weary of .such a situation ; though, bttwetn you 
and me, I look upon it as the most natuial one in the 
world: 1 am not the devil's, because 1 tiai (>od, and 
have at the bottom a principle of religion; tin n, on the 
other hand, 1 am not properly God's, because his law 
appears haid and nksome to me, and 1 cannot bring 
myself to acts of self-denial ; so that altogether 1 
one of those called lukewarm Christians, the gieat num- 
ber of which does not in the least surprise me, for 1 
perfectly undei stand then senlimints, and the rcacoii-- 
that influence them. Howevei, we aie told, tint this 
IS a state highly displeasing to (lod ; if so, we must gel 
out of It; alas' thts is the diibculty. Was ever aij;y 
thing so mad as 1 am, to he thus eternally pcsttiin^ 
you with my ihapsodies? My dcai child, I tm/se, 
as they say here: but I must chat with \ou, it in v. 
truly delightful to me; be seie howovei not to uin 
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me an answer, only let me hear of your ^health, wiA 
a little spice of jour sentiments, that I may see that 
you are happy, and that you like Gngnan ; that is all. 
Love me ; though we have turned the woild into iidi- 
cule, It IS uatuial, it is good. 


LETTER dX 

TO Tiic saitE. ^ « 

The Rocks, Sundayi 14, 1671. 

1 EXPECTfD to have received tw o letters from you la^t 
Fiiday, and instead of turo I have not received onel 
Ah! my dear child, whatever may be the cause of this 
delay, it is impossible to express the anxiety it has 
given me. 1 ha\e nut been able to sleep th^ iwo(* 
nights. I sent twice to \ itre, in older to amuse ttiyscif 
with hopes, hut in \ iin I now peiccne, that my 
peace depends wholly upon the plcasuic of hearing 
from you. Here am 1 insensibly fallen into all the ex* 
tia^agances oi Chesieics, I can now enter into his 
giiefs, they arr like mine; I now know what he must 
base fell in not receiving that letter of the 27th; it is 
impossible to be happy if one is to resemble him ; God 
foibid that 1 should be m bis s tuation ; it \% you, my 
Mcar child, who must preserve me from it. Earewell, 

1 am out of humour, and am very bad company : when 
I receive another letter from you, 1 shall fiod my toi^e 
again. jWhen we go to bed, our thoughts are only of 
a dark grey, as^M. de la Rochefoucault says, but in 
the night, they become ^uibgij^ack : 1 know but too 
f^ell what he means 
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LLTTER CX. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks« Sunday, Jane 21, i67i 
Now, my dear child# I once more breathe at tny ease, 
1 have supped like mpnsicur de la Souihc^; my heart 
is freed horn a load that would not sutKi me to rest a 
moment: 1 had been two po<^ts without recening a let- 
ter from you, and was in such mxtety about } our health, 
that 1 uas i educed almost to wish that ;you had written 
to eveiy body except myself. I could better have 
borne to have bten a Httle behindhand in your lemcni- 
brance, than to have undergone the dieadful unceitam*- 
ty 1 was in. But, g^odlKwiii ^ hou much do I re- 
pent communicating all my unea -finesses to you * I know 
they will gite pain to you wlun they au 'll an end wi h 
me This is the nnsfoitunc ol being at such a distance 
Alas’ It IS not the only ont. 

You tell mt marvellous stones ol your leu monies on 
Corpus i hnsti day, they aie so du.uUullv | lof me, 
that 1 am buipnsed how \oui good archbishop ^ could 
sufiei them. It is true mdttd, he is an It iian, and iln^ 
fashion comes fiom his country. ^nd so, niy dt u 
child, you still pi eservt yoni good looks; whit* you 
are not pale, thin, cast down, like the pi nccss Olym- 
pic’ Oh* 1 am too hajipy , foi lit i\en's sike iinusc 
yourself m evt ry possible wav, and dj> tieiy ^iing m 
your powei to preserve vouistlf. I am glad to hcai you 
are attentive to your dress; the neghgenct we so muih 

* >pe MoIur’s S<h(K)l foi Women (i I (oU dt him Act It. 
Svoic \1I 

f C^iiUnal Grimaldi 
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ri|)t<u< iud \ oil fur, tn»y I'ayc pleased your husband, 
but it w i \i.i\ aiinovitie; to oHieJs We have hod iti- 
< < lilt I Mils heie, *uk 1, insu ul of saying. After rain 
t on»» s uu, si\, After lain coiiie'^ wet weather. 
Our workmen i t ill I'spiisici, amt, instead of add n s-»- 
nij^ \( Ui to mt at tbt toot.of a troe, you mii/ht 
have d mi ted it to the chimney-corner. We have had 
51 mt It dial of busimss upon oui hands since we came 
hiliui wt invt not y el dctfimined whtther we shaU 
dv the iStaU^, or shall (ace thini This is ceitairi, that 
wpoK \tr\ 111 fioin h>i^i v\etall?o^ von very 

ficqnc itl\ , but 1 think of 30U moie, msommh that 
1 sometimes will not talk of you at all , there die cera 
ill! excesses tint i((piire collection, hoih tn legard tO 
uood manner^ and poln\. 1 think how we ought to 
Kt to avoid bun*^ tioubksoine to oibcis and study my 
old !i ssons* We it id a c^ii it <}i ''( hi ri : I.a Mousse has 
desired that ui miv ^ i la s > u/tihi 1 ; I understand 
that atithoi well, as b< ini^ pi lii < I in sir ^s ot Italian; it 
IS an iipiuMiiiint to rnc^ I iMi iusc*s Latin and good 
sinsi tot>ttlKi lendci him in apt scholai, and my pr ic« 
nee, and ilie ‘'o »d ui *sli rs I havi had, make me a good 
mistuss >iv son is always Hading some tiifle or 
othu , ion. I dies, which he iipeats‘likc Moliere him* 
-'It, iti^f , romances, histones, •k.c . m s^ort, he is 
^ \tiy tntcUiining companion, has wit, good undei- 
indui % and ha^ found the way to alluie us ^rom 
'•yipding sPMous subject^' is wv at first inU ruled , When 
hcTTas Aft us, we shall begin agnq with some of Ni- 
cole’s moral pieces. We must cndiavour to pass life as 
^agiieabiy as possible, and how can that be done at a 
iiiindred tiionsand leagues’ dwt nice from you ? You 
obseive \ei v ju-.’^ly, that we see aim spiak to tai h other 
thioM.h a thick ciape. You know i,ie Rocks, and your 
nig nation can easily direct you to n c. For niy pait. 
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I cannot mstnagc so well in tins respect. I have form* 
ed to myself a Provence of my own, a house it Ai\, 
perhaps moie splendid than yours rcall} is &nd there 1 
find you. I see Grignan too, but you h'^\e no tiecs 
there, which vexes me, for I cannot see distinctly wheie 
you walk: 1 am afi^id the wind should blow \ou of} 
your terrace. Oh * could I but think some sudden gust 
would transport you hither, I would always keep my 
•vimiow open to recei\ e you. God know s, I am cai ry- 
Ing this folly of mine to a gicat length. But to return ; 
1 think the castle of Gngnan a lery fine one, it has a 
great deal of the ancient Adhemars about it. 1 am de- 
lighted to find how much oui good abhe loxes you, 
hts heart seems as waim towards you, ab if 1 had fa- 
shioned it with my own haiidv . foi this very reason I 
almost adore him. It is dioll thu youi little gir), find- 
ing she durst not aspire to the peifection of hti mo- 
ther's nose, would not , but I say no moi t 

however, she has takin the thud way, and thouglit 
proper to have a little flat nos^‘*‘. My dear, are you 
not angry with her for it ^ But let not that tiouble von 
at present. Look m youi glass that is all ^,ou have 
now to do^ m order to finish happily what you have so 
well begun. 


s Thftlis> much ihe tame kind of nobe mudaiuc dt (.lu « 
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LETIER CXI. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Hock«, Werlnesrlay^ June 34 , 1671. 
Fiom my 6r«>si<le. 

Well! I will say no more about the weather, lest I 
should grow as insupportable as the rain ; so ^ 


Qu’il bult bean, qu*il soit Uicl, je u*eu veax plu% ricn dire ; 
J’cii al fait vmi*, 6c c. 


1 liave had no letter from you this week ; but that 
ha<j given me no uriea'-iness, as you told me in ypurTast 
you should not wTite. However, I expect one from 
Grignan with impatience. But for last week, as I was 
not prepared for it, 1 own to yon, the mistake that was 
the occasion of detaining yonr letters, gave me great 
disiiuietude. I was \ ery t roll bit-some to poor d^Hacque*- 
ville on that subject, and to you also, my child ^ latxi 
heartily sorry for it now, and wish I had not done sO ; 
but I cannot disguise my feelings ; and if my heart is 
oppressed I cannot help complaining to those 1 love i 
they must overlook and forgive these foibles in me: 
» for, as madame dc la Fayette said one day, " Have we 
laid a wager to be perfect ? No, surely ; 1 am certain, 
if 1 had, 1 should have lost my money/' Monsieur de 
" Cufitcji^cn has been here twice w ithin these three days ; 
he was going to let some lands upon lease at about three 
leagues from hence, and has laid out 100 pistoles in bis 
gourney, to raise the rent of them about 30 frillies. He 
inquir^ particularly after you and M. dc Grignan, whom 

* Be it full, or tt fair, 
ril ^ay no iiM»e tm’t, 1 declare. 
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he took occasion to mention m the han<K(»nicst m.niiui -- 
possible, iVi speaKmo of t levant and nnMil\ b^iii ' s. 1 'i jy 
let me know jn your nc'Xl, whether he still ni('iit‘'*lK Lt- 
ing plaeed in llit fust rank » 1 worliiit Wee.niiioi siilVi- 
clently admire j out proci-.on; Ido not think n can 
be equalled in France *. My walks aie exireim. 1} tint ; 

1 sometimes wish yo-i had thi*ni with }imi, foi the use of 
the inhabitants of your grc'it ca^'ilc. My son is lure 
gtilh and does not s<em at ail wiary of his situation : I 
have several things to say to \t*\\ about him, but shall 
reserve them for another opj rtnniiy. VVe ha\e had 
a set of vile Bohtinians i lurt, that v^ere tnou^h to 
make one auk, and thiif danced no better ^ jiadani, no of- 
fence to your ladyship' tiovoiu^ w d iiith nU ttsptcl to your 
greatness, no Utter tf an nau.y blind kittens. This is 
what one of their own women old me, who was angry 
with half her company. I (oiiid lieio the conveisation 
you had one day with Pomen iis, whu h made us laugh 
till the tears ran down our ilu i I.s 11 ( may now sha\ e 
at least lialf his face, ((»r hr vuaud ol' Ins i ape aflaii ; 
nothing is now depending hut \ (,j (he faUe ni(>iu\, 

which he nmkes himselt \ii} ta^^ ehout. What m(»ir 
shall I say to you, mydail.ng- 'Jhuo ae very k\\ 
things that one can discourse freely upon at ihreediun- 
ilred leagues’ distance. 1 find a conveisation in my 
mall would dome most good : it is a delightful place' 
for talking in, when the heart is in the same mi cation a** 
mine, I shall say nothing to you about the lively and 
well-grounded afiectioii I have lor you ; it is af?nbjiLt 

* Th» jmession thst Is msde at Aix, on C^tufj/ka Chtbti day, it thy 
most extnLvs|>aut and ndtcolous thing that ever was seen. 

■I* A set ol jieople hkeour ^bat travel up arid down the cenn- 

tiicb iu Franc and ^ec their livtiif^ b) dancing, and fortune-tdhi.c , 
but chiefly by stealing evcjy thing they can lay the ir bauds cn. 



MAUAME UE StVlOSb. I ^31 

tliat will grow tiresome to you. Tare^AclJl tlien, my 
dciire'-t love ! 


LVTTVM CKU. 

TO THE SAME., 

Tiu' Rorkb, Sumlay, June ]671- 

V'ou have amply made up to lue my l.ite losses : I havc^ 
received two letters from voii, wdiich have filled me with 
fransporN of joy. The pleasme I take in retiding them 
is bevond all imagination. If L ha\e in any way con- 
trihuied to the imjirovctiient of your slyh, 1 divl it in 
the tliought 1 was labouring for the pleasure of others^ 
not for rny own. Ibii IVovidente, who has seen fit to 
separate ussooiun^ and to place us at such imnimsc 
distances from cm h other, has repaid mt a little fur the 
privations in the chaims of your cone.spondeiicc, aiul 
'‘till more in the satisfaction you express in your situa* 
tioii, and the beauty of \(»ur cattle : you represent it to 
me with an air of grandeur and magnificence that ea- 
« hunts me. I once saw a similai account of it by the 
fiist niadamc de Grignan ; but 1 little thoa^luval that 
iijie, that all these beauties vvere one day to he at your 
command. 1 am very mueh obliged *0 you lor having 
Jiven me so particular an account of it. If I cnolii be 
tired with reading your letters^ it would not only be* 
tray a very bad taste in me, but would likewise show that 
1 cimid Uive \ cry little love or frienddiij) for you. Divest 
yourself of the dist^e you have takui to ciroutneiiintial 
Lai Is ; I have often told you. and you ought yoursiijf 
t^ feel the truth of this remark, that they are as dear to 
O'* from those we love, as they are tedious and disa^ree- 
atile from others, if tltey are displeasing to us, it is 
only from the mdifierence we feel for those who write 
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them. Adfliiuing thiii ubsoivation to be tiue, i l«>ave 
you to judge what pUasure jour^s afloid mt* It is a 
fine thing, tiuly, to play the gicat Udy, as you do at 
present. I peifeeily ci>inprc!ic?jd nionMtui de Gn- 
gnan’s feelings in s< cing you so much admire Ins castle : 
had you appeared insensible, or e>iii m Idh lent, op the 
occasion, it would have given him a i hat in, that I <an 
conceive better perhaps than any otin r, <n shaie in 
the pleasure he ha.i in set mg you pledged. I ur^e are 
some hearts which bynipatluse for each othei o truly, 
that they judge by ihcmstUes what others fe* I ^ou 
do not mention Vardes i often enough to me, nor poor 
Corbinelli, Was it not very agieeable to you to be 
able to speak ihcir language? How goes onVaides's 
love for the fair T* ? Tell me whether he is much 
hurt at the intinite length of his banishment, oi whether 
his philosophy, and a little dash ot misanthropy, can 
support bi^ heart against these ucissitudes of love and 
foitmie. The books you read aie very well chosen. 
Petrarch must certainly give you a good deal of plea- 
sure, especially yniih the notes you have. Those of 
mademoiselle de Scoderi on some of his sonnets render- 
ed them very agreeable. As toi Tacitus, you know 
how much 1 was charmed with it, when we read it to- 
gether here ; and how often I used to intenupt*you, to 
make you obaarve the periods, where { thought the 
harmony particularly striking; buMf you sto}) halfway, 

1 shall scold you : it will be doing great injustice to the 
dignity of the subject, and I shall say to you, ts a' cer- 
tain pn^late did to the ciueen-mothel'^ « This is history, 
you know what stones are already.'^ A reluctance, in, 

t The marquis de Vardes ins Mifaad to Piovcnce in 1665, Itr 
having been coutemed w some eotm-intciguesy and remained id exik 
on the year 1689 He was a man of amiaMe maimers. 
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respect, IS onty pardoDable iti roteftne^S^ which I' 
knew yoa do not like. We read Tasso pleasai^ 
and 1 am a pretty good proficient in the language, from 
the excellent masters I have had; My son makes La 
Mousse read Cleopatra *, and I listen to him, whether 
f wiU or not, and am amosed. My son is goingW LotV 
ratne; we shall be very dull in bis absence. Vonkne# 
hew it vexes me to see the breaking up of an agH^N^ablO 
party, and how transported I atn when I $qe a train of^ 
carriages driving ot^ that ha\e weaned me ti> d4'alh 
a whole day : upon which we made this jukt observe^ 
lion, that bad company is more desinible than good. I 
leoollect all the odd things we used to say when you 
were here, and all you said yourself, and all you did ; 
your idea never lea\es me; and then again, on a sud-* 
den, I think where you are ; my imagination represents 
to me an immense space, and a great distance ; on a 
sudilen your castle bounds the prospect, and I am dis* 
pleased at the walls that enclose your mall. Ours is 
surprisingly btautiful, and the young nursery is delight* 
fill. J take pleasure in rearing their little heads to the 
clouds, and frequently, without considering consequences 
or my own micTest, cut down large trees, because ibnllv 
shade lucom modes niy young ones. My son views aU 
^lc^e proceedings, but I do not allow him to iiiterfetei 
Pilots t continues to be a very great favoatite with me, 
and 1 ptefer his conversation to that of many who have 
the title of chevalier in the parliament of Rennes* I 
am giot'vn rather more negligent than you: for the 
uthei day 1 let a coachfiil of the Fouc^nelle fiteily go 
lyune through a tremehdous rain for want of presst^ 
Mieiii with a good grace to stay ; but I could not get 


V A iamous romance uf La Calprenede'S. 
f The gardener. 
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the conip];nient to pass ifty liptk not tne t« 

youni^ \\\ men, but the niothei and an old woni'in iroiu 
Kiiuif s and the tv\o son^. IMademoi^elle du PIcjsis i** 
c A jcti} as jou ri present her, only, if possible, more 
jiTipcituunt. What ^ht c»a>s and does eveiy da} to 
keep me from bein^ tt«dou», w pcrtectly oiigiiial, and I 
am quite pio\okcd, sometimis, that I base nobody to 
lau^h at It uiih jm I let ststei-in-law ts serypietty, 

^tsithout being iidtculous^ and speaks (iiscon in the 
midst of Britan^ 1 thii k \ou me veiy happy in tiaving 
madatnt dc Simianc * w ith \ ou ; she has a lund ot liion - 
ledge that will relieve \oii iioiii all kinds ot icstrnmt , 
ibis !•» a groat deal. You v\ill haie, too, a vei} agict- 
ablc companion in hei. Since she lia-> ocen so kind 
to remembci me, piay make niy tomplimciits to iici hi 
return, and likewise <o our dear coadjutoi : we do not 
wiite to one another now, but we can assign no rta on 
for It. 1 fanev we aie at too great a distance; I admiie 
however the expedition of the post. The comparison 
of Chill enchanted mt, and I was no Uss pleased to find 
that my apartment is already m iiked oat ; I wish for 
nothing so much as to occupy it, which will be early 
next yeir; the joy this hope gives me you may partly 
conceive by that you will youiselt experience in leceiv- 
ing me. 1 am surprised at Catau , I believe bhe is mai- 
Ited, but her conduct has been very disgraceful and 
very shocking I can less ftirgive her intending to kill 
her child, as it was her husband^s, than if it had been 
another's: slu must have a s^ory wicked he At Hei 
husband, as they tell me from Pans, is one Dioguct, 
who was once a lootmaii to C hesirrts. Laic must have 
little to do, 1 think, to amuse himself with such son of 

* Migdeten Hhi du t hHidtt, wife to Chiilfs lxu<' rj 1 

bimsua , she atw m w 1 luotlur iii law to Pau^ nv de 
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people ; 1 would have bun coufiae his power, and its*" 
iLflfei'U, to the select which is now dispensed in too 
general a manner, if you take upon you to blutih tor 
all }our female neighbours^ and have your iiuagtnation 
as lively as it was with regard to li * * you will al- 
ways leave company, as handsomji* as an angel. You 
want me to load my conscience with tiie story of this 
woman ; I will comply with youi desire, but upon this 
condition, that I am not to answer for the truth of it;« 
€Q the contiary, 1 am rather inclined to belioe it false. 

1 never give credit to evil report^; 1 reiiounVo tlierefore 
uiy agreement. It was reported, then, that M * 
had been a little premature iii the business, which made 
lum m such a hurry to many her. The grand point 
was, to make the best labout in the world pass for a 
miscarriage ; and a fine healthy child, an abonioii. 
This trial of skill cost an iiiGnite deal of pains to those 
concerned iu it, and might serve for the subject of a 
romance.. 1 know the whole afiair, but it would be a 
tedious narration. This is enough, however, to make 
you blush in talking of a miscaniage at five months. 
The child died very opportunely. 

1 now leturn to \ ou, that is, to the divine foTmtain of 
Vauclu'.e ' How beautiful 1 Well might Ptirn-ch make 
such fiequent mention of it! But, icmenibei, 1 shall 
s?me day see all these wondeib with my own eyes ; 
who have such a veneiaUoiv for aiitiqnities. i shall 
certan.ly be transported with them, and the mnfirniB- 
ceiKC u£ Grignan. The abbe will find impio\ment 
enough tlierc ; after the Doric orders and spleiifl’d titles 
of your house, nothing is wanting but the onlei you are 
gding to establish there ; for let me tell yon, w ithout 
^'orncthing substantial at the bottom, all is bitteines^ and 
anxiety. 1 have great pity for those who rum them*^ 
sebes; it is tile only allliction in life that is felt alika 
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by alb an^ which is increased^ instead of beiaig dimi* 
aisbed^ by time.. 1 have ffei|uent conversations on l^his 
subject with a certain friend of ours. Ifvb« hasajnind 
to bene^ by tbenij he baa had oppoitufitiy^ enemgb to 
(ay in a good stodc, and of such a nature he need not 
forget thein« I am glad that you are to have of " 
your brother$«'jn'>1aw with yon this autumf). 1 think 
you have planned your journey well. We ^at) t|*avel a 
^ great way without being fatigued^ provided we have 
something to amuse us by the way|,i|;pd do not lose our 
courage. The return of fine weather has brought all 
my workmen back again, which is a great amusement 
to me. When I . have company, I work at that fine al- 
tar-piece you saw me drawing when you wer^wt Paris; 
when 1 am alone^ I read, I write^ or am with the abb4 
in his closet upon business: Iw^ish him with you some- 
times, but it is for two or three days only. 

I consent to the commerce of wit which you propose. 
The other day I made a maxim off-hand without once 
thinking of it; ^d 1 liked it so well that 1 fancied 1 
had taken it out of M. de la Rochefoucault’s ; j^ray tell 
me whether it is ao or not, for in that case my memory 
is more to be praised than nay Judgement. Psaid, with 
all the ease in the w'orld, that ingratitude begets re- 
proach, as acknuwledgeiiienb begets new favours.’^ 
Pray where did this come from ? have I read it ? did I 
dream it ^ is it my own idea ? Nothing can be truer than 
the thing itself, nor than that 1 am totally ignorant how 
1 came by it. I found it properly arrangcKl in niy 
brain, and at the end of my tongue. . As for that sen- 
tence, bcUa cosa for mente, you wiB not think it so dull, 
when 1 tell you it is intended for your, brother : re- 
member last winter's disaster. Adieiu my dearest child; 
take care of yourself. Continue handsome, dress well, 
4 tpiu$e yourself, and take proper exercise. 1 have just 



HADABte t>^ Sl^IGNC. 


^37 

been writing to Vti^onne *, about a captain pf a troop 
oV'Bohefnian*), whose tionfinement I ha^e begged him to 
render as easjr as possible, without detriment to the 
king’s service. You must know there was among the 
troop of Bohemians that 1 was mentioning to you the 
other day f ^ yoking girl who danced extremely Well, 
and put me very much in mind of your manner : I 
was pleased with her; she begged me to write to 
Provence in fivour of her grandfather. Where is he 
said 1. He ir at Marseilles/^ said she, with as much 
composure and unconcern as if she had said, He is at 
Viiiceiines/* He was a man of singular merit, it seems, 
in hia wayt; in short, I promised her to wnte about 
him; I immediately tiiouglit ofVivnniie: I send you 
my letter: if you are not sufficiently upon terms with 
him, to allow of my jesting svith him, you may burn 
It; if It is an 111- written letter, you niay burn it; but 
if you are friendly With Ills corpulency, and my lei ter 
will save you the trouble of writing one, seal it, and 
settd it to him. 1 couUI not refuse this ici)uest to the 
poor girl, and to the best-danced minuet that I have 
seen since the days of mademoiselle de S^vign ^ ; she 
had just your oir, was about your height, has good 
teeth, and fine eyes. Here it a letter of so enormous a 
length, that I can easily forgive your not'" it^ading it 
through. Monsieur de Grignan cannot cohceive how 
one can possibly read such long letters : but, in good 
earnest, can you read them m a day ? 

« Gtneral pf the * 

)• Seo the 1> tier of ^ Stth ^ June 
, X And had been condemned to the galleyi, A>( having dhtinguiihed 
biiuself mlher too much an has Bohcitlien 
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JUKTTER CXIir. 

ro THE S\ME, 

^ nie Rock^, Wj*clttesil«iy, July 1, 16? I 
At length the month of June is departed ! I am reall} 
sur|)^i^ed at itj for 1 thought it never would hare had 
^in end. Do you not recollect a September tluit you 
thought had no inclination to give way to Octobei ? 
This month has gont on in the same way ; but now 1 
think it is finished : yes, 1 am suie it is. 

loue^inal is a delightful place; my son and I utnt 
there \ eslerda}’, in a coach and sik ; nothing ran lie* 
raore delightful : vio scern to ily* Wc made some little 
songs as wo along, which 1 send you. The esteem 
ne have for your prose does not hindei u*- fiora making 
you pai taker of our verse. Madame de la Fayette i’* 
ver\ much plea^-^.d wdth the letter you wrote her. Well, 
my deir, it all settled, your brother is going to lease 
us La Mousse and I shall now apply oui selves to good 
reading, las^o amuses us much at present; we read 
before all ihe trifles we could lay our hands on, in 
coui|)hance with my son’s humour, who is then in his 
gloiy. • 1 shall now take long walks tfte-a-teti by* 
nyself, as Tonquedec said. you imagine I think 
of yon? But 1 have my httie friend here, whom I also 
tendeily love. There h certainly nothing so thainnng 
as a pictme, when yvell done: say vshatyouudi, youu 
does you groat justice. Your letters from Grignan aic 
my support -and comfort under all my vexatioiib : 1 w-aij 
lor them with impatience; but to say the truth, those 
I write aie of an insnflcidble length; I am lesohcd to 
he nioro reasonable in future. It is not fair to judge of 
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^ ou by myself; it would be rash^ you liifVe not so 
in^li time u[)oii your hands as 1 have. 

Mademoiselle du Plcssis came in, an hour ago, and 
smacked me on the cheek in her boisieroiis way, and 
then teased me to show her that part of your letter to 
me in which you mention her. My sgn had the inso- 
lence to tell her, before my face, that you remembered 
her in a very kind manner; and turning to me, Show 
her the passage, madam,^* says be, " that she may he 
<onvinced of it.’* I coloured up, as you do when you 
tliiiik of other people's faults ; ond was obliged to tell 
a thousand lies, and protest I had burnt your letter, 
('i)uld any thing be more malicious? I have received a 
very coinplirnoiitary and civil letter from (luitaut : he 
tells me he has discovered a thousand good qualities iti 
me, that he had not perceived before ; and 1, not cboos^ 
ing to answer humbly that I was afraid I should destroy 
his good opinion of me, replied, that I hoped the lowg- 
iT he knew me, the better he would like me. I had 
much rather answer all the extravagances that are said 
to me, thus than make use of the common-place replies, 
that yon and I have so often laughed at. 

1 am persuaded that you will meet with great ass'^t- 
aiice in madame dc >Simiane ; we should lay aside all 
form and ceremony with such people as soon as possl- 
and make them a party in our plcaspree and whims, 
Mihofuise ue should soon die, and it would b«; dying a 
\ illainous dcatii too. 1 said 1 vvou|4 put an end ta.tbis 
letter, } at^i iifjw resolved to do it. 1 <lo myself^ great 
violence, liowever, in quitting you so soon, rnytlear; 
our ( orrespondencti is the sole pleasure of my life.:' 4 
nn ^HuNuaded you believe me. .r 
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LETTER CXIV. 

10 T8£ StME. 

Thfe Rocksi Stindary, July d, I671 

It is n great proof of yoor love, my dear child, that 
you can bear wHh all the nonsense I send you from 
hence ; you defend mademoiselle de Croqticoison c x- 
tremcly veil; m return, I assure you there is not a 
single woid in youi letters that is not dear to me 1 
am ah aid to read them, far fi^ai of ending ihenn, and if 
It were not ior the consolation that 1 can irad them o\tr 
as often as 1 please, I should m^ke them last much long- 
er; but then on the other hand, my impatience niake^ 
me ready to devour them. What should 1 do if yonr 
writing VI as as ilUgihie as dTIac(ptc\i)1e\ ? vould the 
greatness of my aiUclion help mt to dcciphei it? really 
1 am afraid not; but I have heaid oi surh instaiicei^. 
In short, I greatly esteem d’HactpicvUU > and yet I can- 
not accustom mysell to lus hand-viitmg, I never can 
read his letters; I hunt out voiyI by void, 1 parzie 
myself with guessing at them; 1 say one void for an- 
otlici, and at last, vhen 1 can make neither head nor 
tail of it, away I fling the tetter in a rage. But I tell 
you ibis as a secret, lor I would not have him knov tint 
hia letters give me all this tionbU. He thinks, poor 
man, lus liand is like punt; but you, who knov the 
contrary, tell me how you manage. My n set out 
3re$terday, greatly concerned at parting with us ; I en- 
deavoured to inspire him with every good, just, and 
noble sentiment that 1 was mistress of, and to contirm 
all the good (]ualities I h. d remarked in him ; he re- 
ceived my advice vith all imaginable svectness and 
marks oi approbation; but you knov the weakness of 



])1aj>Amc n Alvign'' ^4*1 

huikian ntt,^ire 1ctv« him therafbf^ in tb^ hands of 
^lovidente, resfitYing to faiybeU the i^tromfort of hav- 
iiij; nothing to vtt|>rottch ^lih, in regard to 

hitn IS he lies a fond of wtt and humour^ it9€ shall 
iKccs'.'irily mise hips ajitrenitlyk Wo are going to 
hi gill a moral tioatise NiCOja^s* If 1 weie at 
Pans 1 would send it youi i am sura you would aiih* 
miie lU We continue to lead Tasso with plaassuw* 
1 'im dliiiost afraid to tell 3100 that I am leturacd 
Cleopatra; and by good fottune, ilia shoit memoiv' 
I have makes it still pic ising to me : 1 have a bad taste^ 
\ou will say ; but you know I cannot afi^ct a prudery 
which IS not natuial to mo; I w ^ot yel ar- 

med at a tinii of life that forhtds the reading such 
woiks, 1 suffer m} sc 11 to he amused with thamjr under 
tlie pretence that my son brought me into ft. He used 
to 1C id us some chapura too out of Rabelats^ which 
w(.ie enough to make uadioivith laugliing; m return he 
sc( mod to take a go(id4ea! 0f pleasure in taiinng with 
me , and, if he fftp bdll>idAGvidi be wiU i!en»ember what^ 
1 have said to bun • 1 ium Welb and )can often 

discern good seUtb^setde UiVOugh alt^the le\ry^ of liH 
c<mvc.rs4tion, distnm^ IhtaMMWSn, vTe shaU 

hue him dgait>« 1 «di 'cry peipleamdv about ttm 

St it(s , my first intenttpn wae^to avoid and,j»ave 

nijsclt the expense. Alt yon muAt j(iw>w that whih 
monsieur de*Chdulnes u m iking thoeiMaitefRrovfgces 
Ins wifi intends to reogMIt at Vii;r^ where she as 
petted in4cn or twelve days, pfUtCrh WtU be « fbndif^ 
befoie M deChaulneS arnvesi and^she hks va^sM 
ni( not to sat out slie has aow. There w we 
gening of! this, wittieut breutong With 4»em as eSnss* 
T nii^ut indeed go to Vitre, to avoid being pUgued 
with them here, but then X cghnot bCai the thought*^ 

M 
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ttt paastng 9 whole motuli m Httcl} noise fin4 confusion 
When lem not in Pari;> I would be wholly in the coun- 
iry. liut 1 declare io you 1 hare not yet dctci mined 
ti}3on any thing ; let me have year advice, and tell me 
what you do'with Catau; Is she married^ 11 so, she 
m^y make a good nurse; only 1^ am afraid» after hei 
late fine machinations her blood may be rather over- 
heated« 1 desire you will temper yours, my dear, with 
( good wholesome soups* as you did last year. 

i have mentioned Launaye to you ; she was bedaubed 
the other day like a twelfth-uay taper : we thought 
she resimibled the second volmite of a sorry lomance, or 
the Romance of the BoHe, exactly. IMademoiselle du 
Plessis (s always at my elbpw : when 1 read the kind 
things yea say of bar* I am as red as file. The other 
day La Bigles&c played Tarttiffe to the life. Being at 
taMe^ she happened to tell a fib about some tnllc or 
other* which I noticed* and taM her of she cast her 
ayes to the ground* and with a rety demure air* ** Ye<«, 
indeed, madam*'*^ said she, 1 am the greatest bar in 
the world ; I am tery much obliged to you foi telling 
me of lU*^ We dll bm^t oo| a-hugtiing* for 11 was ex* 
aedy the toxin of Tartaffb : Yen^ bi other, I am a 
wretch, a wfssel of iniquity/’ Stm attempts sometimes 
to be sententious* and gitai( hgrseif airs of understand* 
ktgi whhdx ii% siiU worse upon her than her own Oa* 
turn) way« llifrel I ibmk \ou know esery thing about 
the Rocks. 1 wish I could dtimnbe the cries and sobs 
of Jaquitie and Tii(rx|iiidhpe^^ when they sawtyour bro- 
ther gat on horsebaxdt; it was such a scene ! For my 
ftet* though 1 was ready to weep at parting with my 
ptui boy* yot Upon se^ng their fidiculous grimaces, 1 


e See the Letter ci the 98th of June, 
f Two eenant gtrls at the Rocks 
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could nfft, ftf the Itfe of nte!, AMMar bdotiag «ut •» 
langhuig. Mid B\ery one else Inagbedf^ DM: 

Mais In vojnuit ai<kil» 

Je m «ttii miMrifiVf, ct tmifi ffiotkdlA 

I hncy you have ao gmt aiaaMatat id the tmfB ytm 
get frdm Ihris^ for there k aei\e ilitttmg there: vihael 
hwe from thtnre tkee me to death ; th<^y have told |kh 
ixothmg for thia menth paad^ hut that the king 
be at St. Gemnun on the lentiii* ^Hiey ate reduced 49 
the necessity of bcndtng me the ntortlst trash to amtue 
me; they tell among other thuiga* tKat a yottog 
gtrl dropt her bundle hi a chaise that brought her fn»tt 
the Mai sh to the Fhuaheorg^ which the porters took for 
a litv'e dog. For my paTt^ 1 tkd rather by half toad 
Cleopatra, and the madrooii feats of the ssfonl of the 
invmcibk Artaban. Next wiiito)r» when I am oas of 
path about your lynig«m> I shall endeavour to amuse 
you better than they amuse hie. God knows what com- 
parsions I make, between thetv letters, tasd those 1 k«^ 
ceivr from Pmeflot* 

ro MQNi;niua,M caft|aaN. 

CoMc hither, my So then, you arc re- 

solved to stud daughter bac^ to me by the brsi 
coach , >ou are dlsfdesk^ with her, and quite angry 
* that she 'idmires yout casw, and think that she takes 
too great a Lbeity in prsteiidiiig fo reside them# and 
command in e\try tbk^* As you say yoh hate every 
thing 4hat is worthy of you ceiiaiiiiiymna^ 

her: I entei into all youf^ffiiqp4eatore$^y(m cmild n# 
have addressed yourself to one who fedk Hm dtao W 
*it better than itayself. But do yptt kwow^ afteo whm 
cou have said, that you make nSA tremble to bear yhu 
talk of wishing me at Grigftan, ond I am quite incon- 
solable for that reason, for there is nothing in fiitunty 

M 2 
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SO dear to ine'as the hope of ‘teeing you there ; ajnd what<* 
ever I may say, I am persuaded that you will be very 
glad of it too, and that yon love me : it is impossible 
it should be otherwise ^ i love you so well, that the 
same sentiments mu$t necessarily pass from me to yob# 
and from you to me. « { commend the care of my 
daughter’s health to you, above all earthly things; 
watch over it, be absolute ipasier in all that regards U ; 
do not behave as you did at the bi idge of Avignon ; 
keep your authority in this one point, and in every 
thing else leave her to her own way ; she is more skil- 
ful than you. Ah, how I pity you lor having lost the 
pleasure of receiving her letters! you vveic much hap- 
pier a year ago ; wouhi^to God yOu had that ])leasure 
now, and I had the mortiheatiuo of seeing and em- 
bracing her! Adieu> my dearest count, though I be- 
lieve you are as much beloved as any man in the world, 
yet 1 do not think that any of your st^-mothers * ever 
loved you so well as I do. 

LBITEILCXV. 

TO SAtfk* 

Tlw Juh B, ion. 

1 to*NG to know how yju gt^'a^^our bleeding: 1 
have takemlt into Ipy head* that, out of rebp«rct to \ou, > 
they did not iUako the orifice sufficiently laigt ; that 
your blood came only drop by c^p ; that it w as neither 
^owellcoolbdt nor so prqpiq^^ purified, as it ought to 
have been, and^consequel^y^twab not of much service 
to this tbay be a t^ia^ke, 1 wibh it may prove so ; 
but lEtmst inuch less bile in our composition, 

to imagine nothing is agieeable ; be it as it 

way, 1 assuie yoatt^ your health is infinitely dear to 
me ; and therefore, if you |}ave too much writing upon 

* Mttiaiae de S^gne ^vas llic third. 
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y>ur handb, I desire you vicratd v^)nte td» lUse liTM fre- 
quently f caft I, attei i\\\>, gffe » irtiroilgei proof 
of my concern for your health ? l^dame de la Troche, 
m a tetter I had fVom her a few dftys ago, taiU that 
if Catau^s fine intentioae during herpregnatK^y h(i 4 )ttnt 
gipatly altered her temper of ni4nd and body, efaewofold 
make a moM excellent navse: I thought it odd ohoughL 
that we should both have Uiought alike ; for, if you re# 
member, I mentioned the very same thing to you. Our 
chapel goes on very fast: tt rmpioys the abb 6 , ai»di 
amubes me. But my poor park is destitute of life Ittid 
soul, that 18 of workmen, on account of the h ly-mak# 
Jiig. Wtie you not gteotly eoheerned for the death of 
M. de Montiuet^, and for his pOOr wife ? there is some* 
thing very shocking its a man^s fiilHng from bts horee 
and being dashed to pieces upon the spot. One may 
contrive to read such Oircumstances as these in a letter $ 
but, till xtevr, I OOuld'tiot $ake the trouble of reading 
what they ljuvo likely sea^W* flere lies the differ- 
ence. ^ 1 aiHf sotfeitoi^ aboot public afiatrs. 1 am 
only alive to extraordioflily twOflijlpj but from pMsrsoiis I 
love, the mps( trifliifg me, and 

interest my de id Skyette tefids tim 

word that she t^l^beMlfiobltged to dftite to you in 
^my absence, which she iilteiids to do^ frecjUtmtly* I 
thought It veiy obliging in" bar; Imt sihOe l^flnd yon 
answer her letters^ I no longer consider M^elfmid^ 
obligation to her; can you solve thispankdox^ BuOin«« 
thinks*! wrong you, »n douHiggyenr skillln 

unravelling mysteries; I sp«M^^ 

^ I was deeply affectOd, eveh ut this d^Mbd, VdWti# 
seiMce performed for the soul Of h|kdMibf» 1 tboa^ 

• Motisitur cle Montluet fisll hWse as fe was mriiog 

a letter tiom liis mistress. He tHO Of 

t rhe princess Hennetts AttSe sf EegU^ vbodiedat St Cloud 
ii** 2wtii of June, 26 ro. 
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mi the you felf> and uhdt a clisoidt^i it thren 

yoQ mtox I too m uhit a strange muiATier 

you p%B<;ed the nrbole summer^ confined to year room ; 
hove the heat need to. make you fainl^ atid affect your 
spl/ita. I know not what brinut of] these thoughts into 
my head ; they do xnc good, atul they do me harm. ^ i 
tbiok of ovory thing, heoatxan nay iiiooghts ore conit* 
ntfaliy employed oo yott; and I pass much more of my 
tiifie <it Origtian thati 1 do at the Rocks< 1 hope you 
do not sojffer yourself to be imder restraint with y uur 
visitors. You mutt take these thlngt easily, or it would 
be worse than death to you. 

I have so perfectly cennneed madaine du Piessis tiiat 
the fashioti at court k to be free and easy, that I 
nadulge tnyttlf wkb an^hnur or two of ItaKan with lA 
Mousse, notwithstanding her being present* |ttw aeema 
quite'happy with tills freedom^ eisd lA^in I t 
nnse you. Could you so i^oetki tb teaue ^etmbni* 
fua* m the isrikkt <9f<^his 4$l|K|uettaf end ahwMlg'tih^ 
swamps of lending bhn^^ hak^ to 

iieip'hith iMf at bate conducted him 
to tile feast wbeW Im mk pokbned by Ptso and hit 
wife. I think he eeehis ratkw ^ politic $ 

and m be in too much fear of 'i^ibbrimk 1 eee many 
heroes who bavo^t aH fikpirudence, and whose gieat ^ 
success gives kuam^n to r^ness. My son, as 1 told 
you, left me Jt tbb^ vety^tnidst of Cleopatra ; I have 
fiAkhed k siftTO fie kbs beep gone » but I beg you will 
lOfdbk %lly tiK I have ftdisbed; 

blk bppilld^ yours : this would 
bs W$h ewtgdieill tmdter fiw conversation were 
xfO^logtther. Hbat a pi^ h is we can- 

not be so al< least smq^tiMls by help of some magic 
art but must Wait 

*vr 

' Xnlkritiis. 
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1 am here with sty three piiests, who each of them 
play iheir parts admirably weU> ainh at ^f«» excepted, 

1 am nevei absent frow 1 walk a good deal » 

the weather is now very hue aAd WjirAi ; we do not feti 
the least itu^onvenience fiom the hiM to this fafOsOi 
when the sun comcb into my room 1 leave it, and re^ 
turn to the wood^ where 1 toeei with del ighiial€oolae*f«* 
Let mu know how it tares with you> m this res|MSet« at 
your castle, • 

You know what a favouiUe I am with Bsancas^ aiut 
yet It IS above three tooitths 1 ha\ e hemrd ftolil 

him : this candubt does not seem very consiiteiit> hut 
kowi^ he is Ml aoniisionA kilpieif ^ 

Lwrm pevi. 

ftf'tat kAMV. 

« , ^ SwMfcwurwi, w, ian 

1 HAVl (MM l«tter,£i4i|» Jtoto my dear chtid, 

Wluch ▼«*» bM$ I (Me# two: It m 

a In# thing lo ^ wK^e end tender 

cam AS youre^'t^r* Is happy (N^hoet them. 

If M. dfl t>rotI^4«oine tQ<yo« thii eiiliMW^ 

^ihey will be j^odd ce«l|#lijBrllep you. Tb* cpit^triw 
*hds been a httlc indjapM^ but i, low pwlbcdy re* 
corered; he ts Mieie4i(|i|y liljr* and t, the mere m 
bhwMb » be can wime extibmely well wbeit h# sem 
altottt^ Hebme grmb !!#•># for ewd ki/ttie 
viuUBg you atMtat diPmidW«)Of M cmtiolll^ 

^fore. He pretests, but I mW« kjis Im'mw 

'no IwancU ta rMtiap^n ; wbh^ jum tiom tml>^ 

ing, and malms bis eyes ache,. 1%, u all 1 know 

• Onaeecwmsf lmMl(l|#p||),alisemorjmii<t. 



J49 


!l,l li?R5 or 


s< igoeur Corbeaa: how odd it ir ofine^ to tell yon all 
this^^ wben know myself how I stand with him ' 

Jt >011 should Icoow any Uting nf the pray in- 

loim rue* 1 rcfle^ every hour of the day upon the 
times w jtien 1 ueed to see you aln ay& about fne> and atn 
p( i pctually regieiting jLhe loss of those happy tnomenta: 
not that 1 can leproach my heait withliaviiag been in- 
sensible of the pleasure of your company; foi I sow 
l^innly protest to you, 1 never looked on you with the 
ihddierence or coolness that giows upon long acquauiN 
ance: no^ I cannot repioach myself with that; what 1 
regret is« that I did not ste you so constantly as I could 
now wish 1 had ; but sufieted cruel busmes9«£^oiUeimie$ 
to tear me ftom you* Ikwotdd be a fine thing to fill 
my letters with what iltls my heart; alasi as yon 
we should glide o\dr many thoughts^ without seMing 
to regard them. Hera then 1 rest ; and conjure you, 
jf I am at all dear to you# to be f^irticulaily careful of 
youi health: amuse yourself do not study too much# 
cany yourself safely *throu|^ your pregnancy after 
that, if M, de Grtgumi vea)}y toves you, and is resolved 
not to kill you I know what be will do# or 

rather what he i>vill not ^ ^ 

Hare you ciuelliy enou|^ hml to finillt llieitus ? Can 
you leave Germameuf of kts conquests? 

If you really miend p mrye him so paltry a tnck, let 
me know where ^oq leore ^ and I will ftnish for you, 
which is all 1 ean dh tp serve yoa^ ^ pcesent. We have 
fhrougli, Jassb# mA vdtfa ifgreat deal of plejumre; 
we Ibund beaotiee in |tim# that unknown to those 
who are only half-read tip the language. We have 
begun oui jlkkwf much the same nature as 

POscars. IrhHiiQig Ui^lhwcal# 1 have tafcmi into m\ 

e M, 
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fore me> end cry Sheme! yet still 1 go on. 1 shall 
Invc great honour irk being intrusted by you with the 
care of preserving you ni the abbe’b fiicndbhip. He 
loves you tenderly ; you are often the subject of our 
conversatioki, with your state, your grandeur, and so 
fbith* He would not willingly die without having ftrst 
taken a trip to Provence, and rendered you some service* 
I am told, that poor maclamc de Montbiet js on the point 
cff losing liei senses; she has been raving hitliei to, with- 
out once bhedding a tear, but now she lias a violent fe- 
v€i and begins to cry : she says she will be danmed, 
since her dear husband h inevitably so. We go on 
with our chapel; the weather is very hot; but the 
mornings and evenings are delightful in the woods, and 
under tlie shade of the tr^^es befoii the house. My 
Uftanment is extiemcly cool : I am afraid you suficr 
tfcwrt the heat in Provence. 


LE'ITJJR CXVH, 

lOTHES^ME. 

Thv RocV«, Wvdnrsdt'y, July 1 5, 

Will I to tell yon all lh« fancies that come into mv 
brain about you, my Ivttera would always he of an un- 
reasonable h ngih ; but that is not very easy to do ; o 
1 coiitem myself with wiumg all that is U'riteabl^, and 
with thinking all that is ihmkubitt I have time and op- 
poftunitie* enough for both. La Mousse has a little 
defluSlon on his teeth, ^nd the abb^ a littie defluxion 
his knee, which lea\<s me my mall to myself to do 
what I please in; and 1 pleased to walk in it every even- 
ing till eiffet o^clock. My son ia no longer with us, so 
that here is a silence and tranquillity that is <>carcely to 
be met with any where else. I do not tell you on whom 
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I think> or how affertionatoiy ; when thinge are easily 
to be guessed there is no occasion for specd&iiig. If 
you were not picgnan^ and iUo hippogrift* was still 
ill the world, it would be one oi the most gallant and 
me ntorabie actions that could be performed, to have the 
courage to mount its back, and^take a ride to visit me 
soinetimcb. It would be no great undertaking, for he 
used to 1 1 averse the earth in two dayit; so you might 
come sometimes and dine with me, and be at home tb 
Slipper with M. de Grignan ; or you might sup here 
for the hake of the evening walk, and be at home time 
enough the next morning to bo at mass in your seat. 

Your brother is at Pans ; but he will not .stay there 
long : the court is expected baob, and he mu^t not show 
hmiself. t consider the death of the duke of 4njou * 
as a very ootistdeiable loss to the nation, Madame de 
Villars writes to me very fiequenlly, and always re- 
members you in her letteis: she has a tender heart, and 
kuow$ bow to love ; which gives me a strong feeling of 
tiiendship for her; she begs me to say a thousand kind 
things to you in her name. Little St. Geran writes me 
^uch SCI awls that 1 cannot read thorn, and 1, in leiutn, 
abuse her, and call her itames,^svhich dherts her might- 
Iv I'his kind of pleasantry is not grown stale yet ; 
wi.di It IS, you shall bear no more of it; lor ( should 
h* luaitiiy tired to be obliged to use any other stylo 

With hei. 

Wt ( ontinue to read Tasso sVdl: lain sure yon would 
like it>*l you were to make up the tno ; there is a wide 
diffeieuce between reading ajbook alone, and with those 
^hat can point out the beautiful passages as they occur, 
and excite the attention. This motalUy of A'lcole's is 
admirable ; Cleopatra atiU goes on m the old way, but 


* PUihp, second son, to JjgifiM XiV*, Sed the lodi^aac; le/i. 
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only at vacant hours^ and without taking up too iniuli 
lima. 1 generally take a nap upon it j the character 
pleases me more than the style. I own that 1 like the 
sentiments ; they have something so perfect in them, 
that they fully come up to my idea of heroism. 

Madame da Plessis honours us often with her com- 
pany : yesterday at dinner she saul> that they kept ad- 
mirable tables in Lower Bntany> and that at lie i sister- 
*In-iaw^s wedding they consumed in one day twelve 
hundred dishes. We all sat like so many statues. At 
last I took courage^ and said^ Recollect yourselC nist- 
dcmoiselle ; you must mean twelve ; the most accurate 
may mistake »*onietimes.’* •' Oh ! dear madam^ not at 
all ; there were twelve hundted or eleven hundred, 1 
will not he positive which, because I would not willingly 
tell a he, lint I am sure it was one of ihem/^ And this? 
she repeated twenty times, and would not take a single 
chukeii from the nninher. When we c.ime to reckon, 
we found that there mu^t have been at least three hun- 
dred fjoople to lard the fowls, and that the place whtre 
the entertainment was gnen must have been a large 
fiehl, with a number of tents erected for the purpose ; 
and that supposing them only fifty, preparations must 
have been made at least a month befort*liand. 1 1ns 
tahleV'talk would have afforded you a good deal oi di- 
version. Have you no pttffcr like this among ^our la- 
dies in Provence ? 

The watch you gave me, my dear chdd, anil win li 
was always an hour or two loo fast or too slow,’ is now 
so exactly true, that it does not vary » second by out 
time- piece : 1 am vastly pleased with it, ami now rc« 
turn you thanks for your present. The abbe tells me, 
that lie adores you, and that he intends to render you 
some Si nice; he cannot justly say what or where ; hut, 
hoYVcver, he loves you as well as he loves me. 
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LEFFER CXVIll 

TO THE SAMI . 

, The Stuiday^ Julj 19 ^ IS; 

I ii\D }ou are engaged in family affairs in every way ; 
ami 1 pcKcivo you do the honours of your houae iSx* 
tiemely wtll ; let me assure you^ that this mode of be^ 
havioui 1 $ inui h more honourable and iiiiiable than cold 
indidcitnce^ which i'^ vciy unbecoming in om *s oyin 
houst . You aie very fai horn destiving repioach on 
this head> iny <1eat child* and nothing can be bcUei than 
what you do : 1 only wish you materiaU ; as for an in* 
(Ihiitton to make use of them* that you do not want. 
\ou must have laughed at my talking to you so muck 
about the coadjutoi* when Ik was with you all the 
ubiU y but I (bd not know ot ins ImMiig the gout* at 
tbc time 1 wiote to yoeu AU ' seigneui Corbeau^ if 
you had contented \ ourself with barely asking for un 
poco di pan€y mi pa > dt iino ^ , you would not have 
Iten in theconditu \ \ou ait ni now. must bear 

with thtj gout when we iia\« descived it* Ah! my 
jooi fiiend, I am ually soriy tor yoi ; but you are 
wtll paid 1 think }ou are in no great dar gerof dying 
m solitiul , I an htarlily glad th»U you laid sOKjnriany 
pusoas It*, ly to amuse yon. You will soon have mad. 
dt iloi lu b' n *t. The coadjutor will do well to stay' a 
lonj; tiftic with y t»ij. The < iki you made him of fiiiish- 
iiig youi cistit, he will doubtless atcept. Whatha:> bo 
else to do w itii hi^ money ^ it w ill never appear in his 
yeai ^ s*. lags. What you say ot the maxim I made 
>\ about inking* is very good and vciy j«ist. I am 


^ \ Iiti].. tread lUid a 'lUlfe ^iiif 



LFTTERS OF 


254 * 

Willing to believe, for my own sake, that if I had not 
written so fast^ but take n a little more lime and pains 
to consider it, 1 should have said nine h tlie same thing 
as you : inawoid, }ou are perfectly nghl, and 1 am 
resolved never to pubhsh any thinj^ without having firbt 
consulted you* I have a letter fiorn Brancas so very 
tender and aOectionate, that it makes up for all his past 
forgetfulness; he breathes his soul in every line; and 
ff 1 was to answer him in the same style, it would be a 
pci feet Portuguese*. We should praise nobody btfoie 
he IS dead, was excellently well caid; w^e have examples 
of this every day ; but after all, my dear friend, the pub- 
lic 18 seldom deceived; it praises when we do well; and 
as Its discernment is tolerably keen, it cannot be long 
deceived, and it censures as freely when we do ill ; m 
like manner, when we change from bad to good, it 
agioes with us ; it doi s not pretend to answer for the 
future; it speaks onl^ of what it sees. The countiss 
of Giamont, and some others, have cYpruenced the ef- 
fects of its inconstancy; but the publu was not the 
first to change : you have no ica^m to find fault wiih 
it, foi It will not begin with >oii Wt are all very busy 
about out chape 1 , it will be finished about iill-Saints. 
I am peifcctly contented with the piofound solitude we 
live in here : the paik i* much luoie beautiful than ^ou 
ever saw it, and my httit tices now cast a delightful 
shade, which was unknown to the diiniiiutive twig^ of 
youi time. 1 am distuibid at the noise and huny we 
aie going ;^o have heie. 'Iluy say that madamc de 
Chaulnes y armed yestciday : 1 must go to sec her to- 
moirow, there is no avoiding it ; but 1 had much rathe, r 

* Alliuln g to Letters fioiu i Pou ^lu t Nun to a Cavalier, rem<iik- 
able tor the nt!>s and tcniUrnt & ol tl t Ungiuct 

•f* Eluabeih U t^ion, uidovr ol the n \r(iuis dc Saint and 

married to Charles o'Aillt, duke dt Cbaulaes, 
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bo 111 a cloister, or reading Tas^^o : I am become such a 
prolicient in it as would sui prise jou, indeed it surprises 
inc- You commend my letters too much ; I am ucll 
assured of your tenderness ; 1 have long said that you 
were Uue^ a commend iUcjIi I am fond of; it isnev? and 
disiinij;uislicd from the common ones ; but sometimes it 
in IV do harm : I feel in my heart the good that opinion 
now docs me. Ah, how few are there of the really 
tnif ' Consider the wort! a little, and you will like it,* 
In the sense I apply it, I find it infinitely more expres- 
sive than in the common and accepted signification. 
The di\ine Plessis is most < ompk*tely,/a/.ie. Ido her 
too much honour, even in speaking ill of her: she plays 
all kinds of characters, the devotee, the skilful, the ti- 
morous, tire indiqrosed, the amiable ; but above all she 
mimics me, but in such a manner, that it diverts me 
as much as a glass that turned my face into ridicule, or 
.in «cho thht, like Iludibras’s, answered nothing but 
Ilo^^ense : but I wundeir where I find all the nonsense I 
uiite to you. Adieu, my beloved child; how happy 
ire the people of Provence, that can see you every 
,ia\ ' What joy will be mine, when I can fold you in 
Illy arms I for the day will come ; but I have many 
Anxious hours to pass in the mean while, r‘!pecially 
when you draw near your confinement. 

There has been a place in Monsieur's* family vacant 
‘atoly, reputed to be worth twtmiy thousand crowns, 
which he has given to the An^U*, to the great displea- 
sure of all his lamdy. Madame du Broutai, after hav- 
ing been two years privately married to bourmenteau t, 
i^as, at length, Aiadc it public : she now lives in the 

* Madame de Gianeei. 

f afierwards had the title of count de la Vanguion, and was 
{iTiigitt of the king's Orden, He shot idioaetf vfith a pistol the a9th of 
November, 169 J. 
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^amc hoose with him louimonteau is a good matcii 
ior hor. 

Have 1 lold ymi, that tlitie are two yowng ladies at 
Vitrt, one of whom is c till d niadi moiselle Ctoqric-oison 
and the oth r nricidetm jh lU Kohmirnc ^ I call nndtmo - 
selle do PJessis, madcfnujstlh louche. I am vastly 
delighted with these names. 

• LETTLP CXIX- 

TO Tin s\Mr. 

The W t (Inesday, July 22, 3< "l. 

St. MagrlAleu\-da}, on lyhich a faher 
of mine was killed somr )ea)<$ sgo. 

M\damf DC Ch\i lnes cnnie heic on Sunday ; but can 
you gue«»s muhatwa} ? ho ttluiwi'-c than on foot, 
ai*d between eh v^n and twelve at night: she and hci 
suiti ncie liken at \ tie for a cpui|)anj of Bohemians 
Silt wished to 1 a>e no cirtmony on her coming into 
the to\'n; and her wi*?!! was complied with j foi no- 
body looktd at he I, and those who saw heo took lui 
foi wha 1 have lold you. She came from Nantes h\ 
way of (lucithe, Hn caiitage'* bad stuck between two 
rocks, at tl out 1 \lf a league fiom Vitic, the road beinjj 
too nniow hi llum to pass , so that the locks weu 
obliged to be chiscU^d, which was not completed till 
next moining at da\ -break, wlun the equipage itrii\cd 
at Vitie' 1 visittd hci on Monday, and, ^^u may 
suppose, «!lic was glad to see me. The fair Muiiiutte * 
IS \Mih lu' They will bo qiiiti alone at Vitre, till the 
. ii^val ol M. de C hawlncs, who h making the toui 
Bntany, and the States whe will assemble in about ten 

A 

• \nnc Mary du Pui de Wuiin&is, who was afterwards reauhiontss 
Kennan 
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clays. You may guess of jwbat consequence I am, iu 
such a solitude. Madame de Chaulnes not know 
n hat to do with herself, and has no resource^but in me. 
You may suppose that 1 carry it with a bigb band over 
madaiue ife Kerborgne : I expect her here after diniier. 
Ail my walks are in order, and niy park is in full beau* 
ty. 1 shall ask her to stay hereltwo or three days,^^at 
she may have as much walking as she likes. As I 
make some merit ojf having waited here purposely for ■ 
her, I intend to acquit myself in a way she shall not 
easily forger, and yet give her nothing but what the 
country afibrds. But enough on this subject. 

The niadame Quintin that we used to say was like 
you, is become paralytic, .and. unable to support her* 
self : a^ her tb.^^^^aso^V^she is twenty years old. As 
she :passed my door this morning, she stopped and asked 
for a glass" of wine : isbe had some brou^t her, and 
then went oh to Pertre^ to consult a sort of physician 
that is in great esteem%.m ^his country. ,What think 
you of this fraiik and Jiasy way of our Bretons ? she 
was but just cpin^ from Vitr^, and could not be veiy 
thirsty; <50 (^ppose it was'^only to give herself airs, 
and let me khUw that,shelj|j^.gQt a P^r^^ 

My dear child, shall l' nu^^;b*ve done with my. Bri- 
tany news ? What a vile correspondence ! but wl^al can 
yob expect of a woman from Vitr4 ? It is said the court 
is going to Fontainbleau : the journey to. Rochefort and. 
Chainbert is at an end j and it is imagined,, that in dis<^ , 
arrangingithe pl^s for autmuti, they ufill derange ^tso 
the Dauphin's fever, vyhick seized him last autumn at 
St. Germain; this year it will be cheated ; it will not 
tint! him there again. You know that M, du Condom * 

* Janies l^nignus precqxoi the 

bikhop of Meaux. 
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Lab tiie abbaty of Kobais grvMi liiiji, wliuh \^«i' 
o«ct the late abbe de boiK*s poor mani They aic in 
inouinuig here for the duke ot Anjou> which witl somt- 
HI at embarrass me, il I am to stay with the States. 
Oar abbe cannot <|uit his chapel, that wiU be the 
strongisi reason \n out favour : tc»r as to the noise and 
bustle m Vitu« it mil not be half so agieeable tome 
as the soliiudi of my woods^ and tiie company of my 
books. When 1 leave Pins and xny fi tends, it is not to 
ap|jt«r at the btate«: my merit, small is n is, has not 
yet leduceil me to the nerf>sUy of htduig myself lo a 
country town, like a comp mv of wretched strollers. I 
Miibiacc you, m> child, with a tenderness that fills my 
^oul. Assure M. de Qrignan of any love and esteem# 
and leceive the protestations of our Iil)b4 for yourself. 

LETTER eXX* 

10 TUB SAMB. 

The Rod , Susdey, Ohily ae, J671. 
Tnrs is to acquaint you, that yesterday, as I was sit- 
ting all atone in my chamber with a book in my hand, 
I saw my door opened by a tall lady -like womin, who 
was tcridy to choak luiself with laughing; b< hiftd her 
was a mannho laughed still more heaitily, and behind 
him again, a very well-mtdt young woman, who 
laughed as heaitily as the rest Seeing them all in this 
humour, 1 fell a-uugliing too, without knowing who 
they weie, or what made them do so^ Though I ex- 
pected inadanu de Chaulncs, who is to stay two days 
with me, 5ret I did not believe it was she Hti lady- 
ship, however, it was, and Mi had brought Pomciiais 
to st‘e me, wdio, when he came to Vitre, had put it into 
hei head to suipiiM me thus. The beaut\ 
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Was of th€ party; ami Pornonars viraft in such high spi- 
iits tiiat he Kpould hav^ forced a smile even fr&m i>oi- 
row Itself* They first playetl at battledore and ahtittle* 
cock. Madame de Ohanhios plays at it like you* Af- 
terwards we had a slight coilatioiif and then took an 
agreeable walk : you were remembered at all these. 1 
told Pomenars, that you had been very much interest* 
rd m his afiairs ; and that yon had written me word* 
that provided he had nothing to encounter but the pre* 
'•c'nt affair* you should not be under any great uneasi# 
Mcss; but the many fresh instances of injustice they 
were daily loading hun with* made you tremble for 
him. We kept up this jest a long tune ; till the long 
alley put us in mind of the dreadful fall you had in it 
one day; the of which called all the blood into 

my face. This aubject* too* lasted us a good while* 
and we then talked of* the Bohemian dialogue ; and* to 
crown all* of mademoiselle do Plessis and her follies ; 
and bow* bavmg said ^oeiatbiing very silty to you one 
dny* and her frightful face happening to be too near 
yours, you did not stand upon ceremony, but gave her 
such a box.on the ear* as made Iter stagger ; and bow 
T* to soften the matter a. IHile* said* ** Rm roughly 
these girls play 1’* And then, turning to her mother. 
Do you know* maddiu, the^e two young creatures 
were So rude . iliat they absolutely fought this morniag ? 
iMademoiseDe du Plessis nritated luy daughter* and so 
she beat hor; it waa tlie most laughable itcene in the 
world «idd by the turn I gave it* 1 so delighted ma- 
danie du Pie^sis, fhat she was quite charmed to see tbh 
tuo^irls so mer v together. This trait of good-frllow- 
•>hip benveen via and mademoiselle du Ph\ssis wJuch I 
threw into the scale to m lUe the box on the ear go 
clown* had like to have made' hem all die with laugh- 
!n^>. L'\ Muimctte highly approves of what you did* 
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and d6claros> that the first time she runs her fiose in 
hei face, as she is apt to do when she speaks to any one, 
she will serve her jnst in the same manner, and give her 
a swingeing slap on her ugly phiz. I expect thfin all 
here presently. Pomenars will keep his ground, I war- 
rant him. Madame du will come too. They 

are to show me a letter from Paris, written on purpose, 
with an account r»f five or six slaps mi the face, that 
liave passed between ladies there, to give a sanction to 
those which aic designed to be bestowed on La Muri- 
nett( ; and even to make her wish for one, in order to 
be in the hishion. In short, I never saw any thing so 
mad- headed as Pomenars; his sprighlliness increases in 
proportion to his criminality, and if one charge moro 
be brought against him, he will certainly die with joy, 
I am loaded with compliments for you: we have cele- 
brated you here at every turn. Madame de Ciiaulncs 
says, that she could wish you such a madame de Se- 
vigne in Provence, as she has met with in Britany, 
which would render the government desirable: and 
what else could do it? 1 shall deliver her into the 
bands of her husband, as soon as he arrives, and shall 
then give myself no farther care about amusing her. 
But, my dear child, how I pity you with your aunt 
llurcourt! What a constramr 1 What trouble^and fa- 
tigue are you obliged to endure J I should suAer a 
thousand times more in such a situation than another 
person, and your presence alone could make me swal- 
low the poison. Were 1 at Grignan, my deal, I declare 
to you, that I would stir my stumps, and put eiery 
thing ill Older in your rooms, as I have done hereto- 
fore. After this niaik of friendship, ask me for no 
more ; for 1 liaie vacuity of thought worse than death ; 
and «ihoulcl d**arly love to laugh with Vardes, '.eigneur 
Gorbeau, and you. Pray, get rid of that trumpet of 
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judgement as soon ^ yon can. It is ftow i^feiy ycara 
.since 1 took a^dislike to her, anil hftVe eVet iitjaice owed 
her a visit. ^ \ , 

I think your way of life very regular and very good# 
Our abbe has an esteem for you, that words canj^ 
easily express: he is all impatience for the plah bt 
Grignan, and the coiivenfeLtion of M. d^Arles: but 
above all things^ he could wish you a hundred thousamd 
crowns to complete your castle, or do any thing else 
with, you might choose. All my hours are not like 
those I pass with PomeOnrs, and even he would soon 
become tiresome; for reflections will rise sometimes, 
that are very contrary to mirth. I told you, that I bc;* 
ileved 1 should not stir from this place, or from Vitre. 
Our abbe cannot quit his chapel. The desert of Bunon, 
or the dull life of Nantes, with madame de Molac^ 
would by no meeiis agree with his active disposition. 
1 shall be frequently hete# and madame de Chaulnes, 
to prevent niy being petered with visits, will always 
say she is in expectation Of me. My labyrinth is very 
neat; it has green plots and palisades breast-high; it 
is a charming place; but, alas! my dear child, there is 
little appearance of my ever seeing you here. 

Di memoiia nadiirsi, pUi cbe di tt’peine 

is nfy tnie motto. r/. 

Our sentences were thought very pretty. Can yoU 
not leudily conceive, that a day, an hour, a moment, 
does not pftss, without my thinking of you, or talkijtig 
of you, if possible; and that nothing can banish yoia 
an instant from my mind.^ We are at length upon 
finl-Tiiiiig Tasso, e Gqfiredo a spiei»ato it gran vessilio de 
id croce sopra I muro. W e have had much delight in 

* I live upon remembrance more than 
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reading tfaia poetu. Mousse is greatly plttaaed uitU 
«ae, and with you too, when he thinks what an honoui 
you have done to his philosophy. I do not think yon 
would have had a grain less wit, if your mother had 
been ever so stupid j but, however^ both together do 
very well. We have a desire to read Guichardin ; for 
we are resolved not^to quit*our Italian. La Murinelte 
speaks it like her mother-tongue. 1 have receiied a 
letter from our cardinal, who says shocking things of 
the fat abbe * that is with him. Farewell, my lovely 
child: I shall finish this letter to-moirow, and shall in- 
form you m what tnannci my company have amused 
themselves. 

It is midnight, and my company are all gone to bed. 
We took a long walk this evening. After supper via 
cut little Cerni^s hair, and put on the first bandage, 
which we shall take ofi' again to-morrow. Ptinic- 
nars has but just left rny room : we have been talking 
his .tflaiis over very seriously} they are questions of 
life and death* The count de'Cieance is resolved to 
have Ins head at all events, but Pomeriars will not sub- 
mit to this. Such IS the state of the suit between them f* 
Madame de Chaulnes told me just now, that the abbe 
T^tn, after having been for some time at Hichlieu, had 
at witfiout any cerenioin, taken up hi^ rto Juice 
with madame de Fontevraud J, where he has been tin 
two months. It is about a luoarh sinre tin.) saw Inni 
in their way hulier; his pretext is the jnevaluice of 
the smalbpox at Richlieu. This proctedng will do 
him a great deal of good, or a great deal of harm. 1 did 
not know that M. de (Jondom had icsigned his bishop- 
ric. Madame de Chaulnes assuies me it is true. ' The 

* The abb^ do Pontriiie, 

. t He was mduted ftir a ripe, 

f Siitcr to madame d< Moiuc«pan. 
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luile bodsf has sent some songs to her’iHster/ but we did 
not think them good : I am irery glad you approved of 
mine. They could not well have been set higher than 
the key you gave them ; which is high enough* X 
should have thought me for, to have beard them here ; 
that I do not hear them, shows t^e immense distance t 
am from Grignan^ Alas ! how aiHicting is that thought^ 
and how weary am I of being so long without Seeing 
you ! Good night, my dear child ! I am going to bed • 
very low-spirited ; bat 1 embrace you most adectioti* 
ately. 

My grandMiaughter is truly amiable, and her nurse 
every thing we could wish. My skill in this is miracu* 
ious ; and friendship has taught me to give credit to the 
w'onderful sloiy of a blacksmith, whom love had con- 
vened into an excellent painter. 


LETTER eXXL 

lO THE SAME. 

Tlie Bocks, Widnc^Uy, .tuly 3% 1 <j 71 . 

It wiM be July as long as it shall please God ; and I 
believe the month of August will be longer still j for it 
will be the tune of the assembly of the .States; and, 
vwth all due I aspect to the good company, it is always 
a slavery to me, to be obliged to join tliem at Vitre, 
or else live m continual appreherision of their com- 
ing her<f. It IS troublesome, as madame de la Fayette 
says^ and my mind is not at all in tone ; but 1 must 
make the bfest of it, and pass my time like the refit. 
'Oiailame de Chaulneswas quite charmed with her visit; 
and w hat rendered it most agreeable to her, was my 
(caving her a good deal alone : this was the entertain* 
ruciit 1 promised her ; and she used to walk at seven 
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6’clock in ttie morning in the wocNlv by herself. In the 
afternoon vre ha<) a danco of peasants before the door» 
that amused ua extremely^ I'here vrere a mao and a 
Woman amongst ihoin, that would not hare been suffer- 
ed to dance in any well- governed nation, for their pos- 
tures were enough to kill one with laughing. Pome- 
nars roared, for he had lost all power of speech. 1 shall 
not have done with him yet ; he does not take a single 
« step which is not likely to be his last ; and every time 
I bid him adieu, 1 do not know but that it may be for 
over. They all disappeared on Monday, and 1 was left 
at my case. 

M. de Vardes will be w’ith you, when you receive this 
letter. Let me know if his patience is not (juite ex- 
hausted, and whether he owes his firmness to philosophy 
or habit : in short, let me hear something about him. 
I have had a Icttei from the marquis de C'liaiot full ot 
expressions of iViendhhip. He mentions niadamc de 
Biibsac, and says, he has written to you. I desire you 
will lay all Cl uelty aside, and answ'er his It Iter. You 
know he may be managed by kindness ; but not by ne- 
gket : he has ail Ins eye-teeth about him, and w'ould 
iie\yr uudti stand the honour of being refused an an- 
bwci. I hear that the count d^Ayeii is to marry mad. 
de Bournonville. Mad^ de Lutre ujust vild about ii» 

You tell me, in your letter, that I should think t!;f 
some means of sending your daughter to you ; 1 beg 
you will not take that ofljce fioni me : I shall certainly 
bring her to yon myself, if her nurse will reiiign her 
to me ; any other w^ay of sending her would mortify 
me. 1 ^hall think it the mo.U soothing and agreeable 
amusement I can have this winter, to see her by my 
fit«-side ; let me entreat you not to deny me that 
pleasure : I shall have so many things to give me un- 
easiness about you, that it is but just 1 should enjoy 
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7hi-» -liiigic comfort^ when 1 am a litik at ea$e, I shall 
consider this pdint as settled, and we will talk of her 
journey when I i^ch about io prepare for mine, 1 have 
just been taking a short one in my tna^se, I mean my 
wilderness, where your charming idea was my faith- 
ful companion. 1 own thU I take great pleasure in 
\ralking by myself; we gel, ii is true, into a certain la- 
byrinth of thought, IVom which it is sometimes diffi-^ 
cult to extricate ourselves ; but then we have the liber- • 
1 y of thinking on what pleases us most. Farewell, my 
dear girl. 


LLi’mi CXXIL 

10 lilt SAME. 

Tlw* K k’ , S^neby, 0, K)7i 
say yon to this week’s nowb ? Wc wanted a little 
niiithiif; blit, ically, I tliiiiK we Inve now rather loo 
mnch of it ') he death of 31. dc Mdus ^ has fjuile con- 
founded me j ] no more expected it than he did him- 
''idf; and from the icgular life 1 used to see him lead, 
It never once cnteied uiy head that he could die ; but, 
liowever, dead he is, and of a di^^iit fever, without hav- 
ing had time to think of hca\ca or earth. During his 
illness lie was in a lethargy ; it w is a tertian fevcf that 
so suddenly carried him ofti Ih'ovideiice sometimes 
g]\es instances of its power that are not grievous to us; 
but we ought to turn them to our profit. Poor Lend 
too is* dead, which I am really sorry for. Oh! how 
pleased should 1 have been, if the news about madamc 

^ P!nr.lin» I’lW.u.ml d^' Bt'iuminoir, commandant of the king’i 

•n lus, d<tl ila -i^dlJab, H»7I. 
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cle had come by itself! I am not it «iil i v 

for hei ; lier manner of life was so scandalous tint i 
have long struck hef out of the list of mothers ; all th* 
young people of the court have taken pait m hei dis- 
giace; she will not see her daughtei ; all her peoplt 
are taken from her, and a|^ her lovers dispersed. You 
have now the great ciie^ahcr witii you, and the coad 
jutor too; but pray tell the iattei, that I desire he mil 
A not write to me, but keep his light hand to play at 
cards* not that 1 dislike hts letteis; but 1 like h is* fi tend 
ship much better 1 am dc(|u unted with bis huntoui, 
and know that it is impossible for him to write to his 
iij<nds without making tlitm sulKi for ii , and I think 
It will be puiclusnig a letter loo dtailj, it it is to tost 
me a pan ot bisn^aid. Wc aie all ol opinion, tli ♦ 
if h( v’Kic obliged to write twne a week to any om 
Ik would soon hate lb it person i-- be bates death 

iriiLR exxm 

10 I HE S/vMr. 

11m Roctes, WtrliMsdaj, A ipist ift- j 
I AM lery glad that Aj. de Coulanges has st nt you s( iii 
news. \ou will heai of the death of M de Guise, 
which quite oveiwhelms me, when 1 think of the giltt 
tlidt poor mddemoiselle de Guise must sutlu You ni ly 
well suppost, my d«ai ebild, that it is only by font ul 
imagination, that this event afllicts me; for (ithnvMsc 
nothing could give me less concern. You know how I 
dread St li-iepio?ch: mademoistbe de Guise has to re- 
proach heist If with the deatli of her nephew, sne 
* would nut suffer him to be bled, and the blood conse- 
quently flew to his head, and disoidered his brain: a 
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V ery pleasant idea this ! For my part* I think, M anon 
IS a peison fells sfck at Paris, it is orer with him* 
Never was such mortAlity known. 

You shall now ha\e news about the States, as a re* 
ward for youf being a Breton. M* de Cbaulnes made 
his entry on Sunday evening, with all the noise that 
Vitre could afibrd ; the next morning he sent me a let- 
ter, which 1 answered by going to dine with him* 
There were two tables in the same room, at one of 
which M. de Chaulncs presided, and his lady at *the 
oihei. There was a great deal of good cheer, whole 
dishes weie earned away untouched, and the doors 
uue obliged to-be made highci, to dclmilthe pyrsRffids 
of fiuit. Our ancestots had ct itamly no notion of these 
rnachmes, ^jpee the^ simply imagnitd, that if a door 
w as high enough foi themselves to enti r, it was suifi* 
cient. A pyiamui was to nnkc its entry ; one of those, 
lor instance, that oblige you to hiUoo from one end 
of the table to the otUei : but so far is this fiom being 
an mcoiivenieiiLe in this part of the world, that you 
are often very well pleased at not seeing what the} con- 
ce \1. This p} i duiid, with about twenty or thirty pieces 
oi china on it, was so comphtely overturned at the 
ioor, that the noise it made silenced our violins, haut- 
bovs, and truiiipeN Aitci dinner mess, de T^mana 
and Coetiogon Jauc<d some excellent jigs with two 
iheton ladies, and niiiiuc<s m a style that far exceeded 
my thing 1 ha\o sien at couit; their Bohemian and 
T^ower*15it.ton steps were danced with a lightnesiT and 
I xactness that charmed mo. I thouglit of you inces- 
^ antK , and iiad so tender a recollection of your dancing, * 
that this amusement became a grief to me, I am sure 
\ >M would have been delighted with l^omainVsdancin^^ 
the iuujic and passo-frieds at court are really sickening 
m comparison It u \t\y extraordinary how they can 



make niaiu diirereut steps and keep such exceHent 
time: I jie\t] auy mail dance" kind of dance 
like Loinaiia. ^f^ci this little hJi^ saw all those 
that wcic to open tin isscndilv ol the States crowding 
311 , "I he next moining the fust president, the procura- 
rois, the advocates ^eueial of the lailumcnt, eight 
hjsliops ; mess de Molac, La Co^te, aud Coetlogon the 
lather, j\J. Bonchciat* lioni Pans, and fifty* or sixty 
BiLtons laced up to the very eyes, be<ddcs a hon- 
(lied of the commons. Madaim de Itohan and her 
soil, and M. dc Lavaidiri, at vihich I was greatly asto- 
nished, \ieit c \pcf led the same evening here. I did not 
si.( latter; <oi lv^a•^ i evolved to letnin heic to sleep, 
aftd ha\ing h».cu to the toiei of Scvignt to see JVI. 
<ril moms ulm^ s-^u uis di home he and Ohcsicics, who 
v dt justaniNul d IJat rouis wilt wiite to > ou ; 

ji( idjm ^ chiitiiicl wuii 30111 atientioiis; he uceivcd 
ivio httd" fiom \fni at Nantes, foi wlnth 1 am even 
lUOM ol)li pd to \ou thin In i*- Ihs Iioiisc is going to 
be thi Lomh or thiic will be -.uch plaVi 

so )i V im ) lailnneni^, ami sueh ijtedom 013 and night, 
js Will atliacl enn cu iluic to him. 1 hid neiei ^etn 
tiie bf foie^ it is a piettv sight enough I do not 

iliiiik th it tlieit IS any pioviiiee vi hose assemln} has so 
L,icmd an a 1 as this. It will be vci^ lull, 1 tanc}, lor 
tlKit IS not one ol the nienibeis cirhti at eoaiL 01 in 
i imji, except the little guidon |, wlio, jHihaps, nnv 
it|Oin ihiiii etc long. I am going to pn a \ -it to 
mad. dc Rohan. I sh ulcj have a nuuibu o |Aople 
hcit, il 1 did not gotoNitic. Ihtio was a at u- 
j( n mg to *iee me at the Stab s, as I nectr w la tm it o - 
foie : 1 wouhl not be } lesenl at the opening, us it >v s 

ii*ts iltaiictllor of 1 lai 1 e 

I Mjeaning her son, die nuiqu s* de be\ ^ c, (,ho w?* guidc'j, *• 
(Ojuct, to the cldupliin’R geiiwlVin vS 
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too early in the morning, 1’he Reision not hold 
long: there 5a not hi liji to do, hot to ask what arc the 
king’js comm inds ; noieply is made, ai*(l the allaii is over. 
A<> for the governor, Iiv j)K ks uf», I know not how, lUMr 
40,000 crowns by it. A inMhifuU* of pte^ents, of pen- 
sions, of repaiis ol bi^»hwa}s and tunns; fifteen or 
twenty large tables; a continual lound of daiiciiig and 
gaming ; plays three times a week ; and a great rh*al of 
show and spleodot; those constitute the Statc"^. 1 have 
tbrif iiten tln ee or four hundred pipes of wine, which avV 
dr^nk lh«‘re. Bat if I otoitied this trifling article, 
others do not, I absurc you ; it is with them the first. 
Thtse aie what you may call tales to make you sleep, 
but they run off the end of our pen when we in 
Bntany, and have nothing eUe to say. I have a llioii- 
sand compliments to make you fiorn M. and mud. de 
Chanlnesi I wait foi Friday, win n I am to receive your 
letters, with an impatience woithy of the e>ttrcm< 
friendship I bear you, 

LFITER eXXIV. 

TO TUB SiME. 

Ti'f lUnks, Suwl V, Atijrn 1 

•You are not sincere in praising me so much, at the ex- 
pense of your own merit. It would ill becOilie me, in 
writing to you, to make your panegyric, and you will 
pevci^sufler me to SQ) any thing ill of myself: I shall 
therelbic do neithei the om nor the other; but, my 
dear child, if yo^ have any complaint to make agamst 
► me, yo'i cannot accuse me of overlooking your good 
quahriLs, and the foundation of every virtue. You 
reason to thank God for the gifts he lias bestowed hu 
you; foi myself, I have iiot*merit enough of my own 
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to transfer ^my to you: hat, be that as it maj, yorf 
admirably rednce tlieory to piaciice. What you say 
relating to the inqaietude we are so natuially tuidet 
with respect to fnturity, and how insensibly our inclin- 
ation changes/and accommodates itself to oecosity> 
would be an excellent subject iJi such 0 book as Pas^ 
cal’s. Nothing can he (bore solid and useful than such 
kind of meditatfOns, But howfew do 

find capable of making tbentr I you 

ifbve a fund of sense and courage tliat makes me honour 
you ; as for 1 have by no meaidir so moOh* espe- 
cially when my heart takes patnif to a(S^ me My 
words may be just enough, and I may itirange them 
propKctly : but tlie tenderness of my sentbnents destroya 
me. Foi example, I have not been m my grid 

at being separated fiom you. I imaglnoA it would be 
as severe as I have found it. I cannot say ihe provotb 
has been verified with respect to mytelf, tbot a4 the 
cold IS, so 18 the garment/^ foi I have no gaitnent 
against this chill to my heait But, however, 1 amuse 
myself, and time slides away, and this paiticnlalr ui- 
stance does not hinder the general rule fiom being true 
We fear things as e\ils, which lose their name, b} thi 
change that tabes pla^e in our thoughth and s( ntimt nts. 

1 pray God to preserve youi e\vell6ni turp of mind* 
You say you will love me l^tii for yourself an4 your > 
child. Alt ! diNif child, do not undertake so^^ch I 
Were it even pe^soible for you to Jove me as well is I 
love you, whicb, JteweVeri is nep po5Si|yi4& nor ev « m 
the course of natumy yet efen then ^^nd-daugh^ 
ter would have the advant^p of lti|W heart, and 
it wi0i the tery eame tenderned^at 1 f<-el for 
yea# ^ 

1 ereict pn Monday te^me with M(4e Chaulnes# who 
haa kept the States tityng twicea dav, them 
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Uom comi ig tQ soe me. I am ashamed tell you 
n h It honour they do me in the States ; it is absolutely 
’'idiculous, IloaNtver, I have tiot riapt there yct> and 
no entieatiess can prevail on me to abandon iny woods 
and my walks. I have Wen here these four days; it 
IS sat6h charinitfg weather^ that 1 cannot shut myself 
up m a little dirty town. 

But, o(uid, who is to be your accoucheur, 

if yon BsMik <5rignan ? shall you have to send for as- 
sistance? fio^not forget y<mr last lymg-m, nor yet* 
what happens to you the first time, noi the Occasion 
you bad for a.Sbid artd skilful hand. You are somc- 
tioie> atra loi>s to khmv Imw to testify your friendship ; 
now is the time to give me the proof I reqmio ; antJ^ * 
for ttiy sake be particulaily careful of youisclf, 

the balance of #ie <dbhgation will be mine* Ah ' my 
dearest ch}ld> how easily mny you acquit yourself of all 
you owe meh Could all the riches, all the treasures on 
earths giVe a joy or satisfaction equal to that of your af- 
fcctiofi and iiiendship? And, to reverse the medal, 
what ci6uM he so dreadful as the contrary? 

The letter you wrote to madame de ViHars is very 
good^ bot 1 do not ttunk the style quite so easy as 
that ^ some I bave4ieeR of youtsi nobddy, however^ 
write be^r than you ; mi madame de ViHim wBt 
be eatrdmply pleased. When the coa^intor’it fliot it 
better, feline beg him to answer mons. about 

the nun who |iots his wbete dteoi^e in : t shall 

take eWU edeoent, gbre him ore^ 

dit for three ^ 

But wbei*d^ b^siyibg you have Spains in 

the hip ? Is hteomc a giH ? Give your- 

self no concern S^out it} 1 will help you to es^poec 
on the Bhine^ m ^ket of te^ and 
will land where her beauty will be* 
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« omc‘ tKe of a romance. Am I not a -i t on l ilcu 

iv’nijwote? There are ^o^ie ht’nihic things m v m orati.s 
bill tlicic are some very beautiful ones :<o, can* ^lu 
Vijtuc has ceitainly estahliabcil her tfiroiu The 

fini'-liiii" T')s,o ha'* ^iven U8 plea^erc ati.l pam j for uc 
do not kjiov' uhat to begin m\t; we must wait tHl the 
iTe j^oi.c, btfoj(*'wc umicitako any ihiiig. Was 
it to you 1 biod the ollnr day, th^t I tlmoghi all the 
«fencs it' '• itu* were a'eCa(uoii>hc'tcr i.ito ? 
•I uevei bcfoic saw Mich unwiis as-embletl together: 
l>wt^ iny efenr c lol-h 1 want to know what passes in your 
jK '.'jlibourl o(td. f am quite at home in l^iovence; how 
ti'iiy is that t lUtiy b^'come mine! Why was nty <les« 
^T»»y fived ut such a distance from you? 

f 

JO "lONSfita DE GlllGN/lSl« 

You alone, my dear count, could have pitvailed on me 
to give my daughter to a Provenf^il ; this is truth, os 
('udcrotissc and iMerrinville will witness ior me; for if 
1 had liked the latter as well as you, 1 should have 
found so many expedients to prevent a conclusiD)i^ and 
she bad been his. Do not euiertain the lea^t doubt of 
my having the highest opinion of you, a monieftfs re- 
flection will convince you I am sincere. I am not at 
all surprised that my daughter does bot mention me w 
you ; she served me just the same by you the last year ; 
believe, therefore, whether she tells you so or not, that 
I never forget you# I think I hear h^r scold, ai}d saj-. 
Ah ! ibis is a pieteuce qf yours to excise youi own 
Laincss.^' I shall leave' jou to depute, this among 
y<»arsclves, and assure you that, though you are per-, 
baps "the most happily formed' for gcnct^d love and 
esteem of any man in the world, yfet \oa iic\er were, 
and never will be, more suicercty lOVed by any one 
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than by me. I wish for you erery d3iy Sn tny mall : 
but you ate proud; I aac# 

you first : you may think yourself v^y happy that I 
am not an old a^omau ; but am resolved to employ the 
reiaains of life and health in takinj^ that journey: our 
abbe seems to have as strong alt mclination to go there 
as myself j that is one good thing. Adleu> my dear 
Grigioiun* love mO always ; tjfeat me with a sight of you, 
and you s^all see my woods. ^ 


TO MAD \ME DE CfUCNAN. 

I RETURN to you, my dear child, to let you knowrthat 
molus^ d'Andiiit has sent me the collection lie has made 
of tho letters of M- dc St. Cyiaii; they are the finest 
things in tbe^world ; they are, in fact, so many mas:* 
ims and Christian «*entences; but so admirably turned, 
that they are as easily retained by heart as those of M. 
Sochefoucaulc. When this book is published, desire 
madatne de la Fayette, or M. d^HacqUevHle, to ask An« 
dim for a copy for you : lie will be gratified by this 
mark of donni^ence* WfaeA you refliset, that he has 
never gaiiied the smallest sum by any thing be ever 
publUhcd, you will be convinced that, it is doing him 
m favour to ask bim for one of boo^s. l^defy M. 
Nicole himself to say ^ny thing bet^r tl^ ^bat ypu 
wiote about the change the passi^t t^re is notIki 
word more or less than tlwre ought to bu. 
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l^TTER CXXV. 

to Tils tAUn. 

August 1ft, 1671* 

At length* tnjr dear ohHd* I^am in the midftt of the 
States, otherwise the States would have been 4n the 
iliidst of the Books. Last Sunday, ]ust as 1 ha^ sealed 
my letter, 1 saw four coaches and $> 1 ^ drive into the 
^ eouYt* with fifty armed men on horseback, several ted 
horses, and a number of pages mounted. These weie 
Cnaulnes, M« dc Bohan* Mitde Lavardm, messrs^ 
Coeilogon, de IwOmarb, the barons de Giiais, \he bi- 
sb(^e of Rennes and St Mato, the messrs. d’Argdifl||;es, 
and eight or ten more \ihom I did not know, I 
M. d^Harrouis, who is not worth menfioliing. I re* 
ceived them all . a great many compliments pas$^ on 
both sides ; and after a walk* with which they were^alt 
very well pleased, a very good and elegant collation 
appeared at one end of the mall ; and, to crown the 
whole, there was Burgundy as plenty as wOtOn They 
eould ttot be persuaded but it was the work of enchant- 
ment, M. de ChauJiles pressed me to go to Vitre ; ac- 
cordingty I ai riv( d here on Monday night. Madame de^ 
Chaulnes gave me an supper, with the comedy 

of Tartuflfe After it, not badly played, I assume you, for 
a strolling company ; and then ne had a ball, whtre 
the miimet and jigs had very neatly reduced ijk to 
tears; for they brought you so fresh to my remem- 
brance, that 1 could sraueiy resist the impulse, and 
was obliged to setk something to divert my thoughts. 
They talk to me of you here very frequently, and 1 do 
not study long foi an answer; for I am generally 
thinkint^ of you at the same time, so that I sometimes 
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faney theyi ^ tjfiy thougbti^ ^7 6tay$. Ye^ 

terday t recwdi ^all Bt'kaiij my^HNWcr of SWgwl* 
1 was at tbe play again : it uvas AnArpmacha ; it cost 
me above half a doaea tears | enongb in consCfteiice for 
stroltjag players. At night We had a matpjpf fj and a ball. 
I wish you could see the elegance of flL de I^OjmaHa^ 
and in what style he takes offend puts nn 'his bat : he 
outdoes an pur cpnriiers/and might pet them to the 
i>)Q%h ; he baa 60/X)0 livi^ a year, is ja«t come from 
cohege, is very handsome and agresalbhr/ and would 
very gladly have you for a wife. 1 would not haTC ybu 
suppose that your health ia mi drank constantly here. 
The obligation indeed is not very great; 
it }j, you owp it.every day to ^half BrUany. They be- 
gitt wjUh me, and then mddame de Gngnan comes of 
cdnlsa. The civilities they show roc are so ridiculous, 
and the wpmcit of this country are such fools, that >ou 
Woaldwtlunfc there ^ was person of quality m the 

town Ihh myself, though of fashionable people. 

Of ^iir"aot)uaintance the <coaht des Cha* 

pAWL Ppmeuars, the ghhd de^Montigni, who is bishop 
of St. Pauide.)Uyon^ pud thousand others, am here; 
theyitaUr ,of yoq^ ^ O'" little at oerpeigh- 

boor. Madame, de Codtijjhdn h i|l hqre fever: 
ChesieresJssomcvrliatlKktcri ttfe^has'been a depute*^ 
tK»n of the States to cpinpliin^t hisb use/ as po^ 

hte here as ihe polite l^vafdjft hiuti^ is perfect- 

ly adored among them ; he has a goon sham of heavy 
merit, •like Grave wine. My abbe goes on with hts 
bmidiiig, and cannot be prevailed on to stay at Vitie : 
he corner however and dines with us. I shall stay here 
till Monday, and then shall retire to my ^Htude, where 
1 shall pas-, eight or ten days, after which, 1 shall re- 
< un to tal’C my leave of them all ; for the end of the 
month w 11 '-e< the end of the whole affair. Our pre- 
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srutbasbcen mnde th!|it%efk and more: th« demand 
ifvab for three millions ^ ; mu imtpeiliatety oflered two 
millions and a haffjj which waa accepted. Over and 
abo\e this the governor is to have 50, OW ciowns, M. 
de l4avar<lln SO^OOO fr^ne^, and the rest of the offtrers 
in proportion; the wh^fe for two ycais. You nuiy 
imagine; that as much wme pass^ through the bodies 
of our Btetona^ as there doc*i water under our bridges; 
,tor la upon this commodity the immense sums of 
money are |>rocur(d that ate distiibuted umoug the 
States. 

Now, thank God, you are pretty well instructed in 
what to yonr j^ood country. But all this while 
1 have no letter fiom you, and, consei^uently, nothing 
to answer: so I must of course write wbat I see and 
hear. Pointnars is a most extraordinary creafhvet I 
do not know any man to whom 1 would so readily wish 
two heads; for ho will never be able to cairy hta ow*n 
safe oiF. For my part, to see the wt'ck at an 

end, tb^ I may lepay the civiliU^ I have rediived 
from the good folkb liere in a proper manner^ and then 
retire to W^oy myself at the Rocks. Farewell my 
dearest 1 always expect yoftr letters wUfa 
iienCe^ health b a subject that concernSf|ie 

nearly fl believe you are pemuadedof the truth of 
thb; SO that# without destritig you to do me tie jttsnee 
tifhelkvitig^ I mfgtput an end to my letter, and sleep 
securely onwhatyaq think of my friendship. 


• QfUvris. 
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LETfHR OtXVt 

10 THE SAMS. 

* 

VitrjJ^ Sundftyf Augnit Jtd, 1671. 

Wuvr, my dear child, yoq had hke to bare bten burn- 
ed to death, and you would tiQt have mo be alatmed ! 
Vod arc Ve^blved to lle*-in at Orignan, and you wiOtiM 
not have be uneasy f Dt ^iie me at 04<^e to cease to 
love you ; but be assured, that while yoti.are so dear 
to ray heait, that is, while I have existence, I cannot 
ilook wHh indiOerence on any evil that j$ likefy'NJti^/^ 
‘ yom I^begged Derive to take his rounds cvciy m^ht, 
to j^e^ent these accident from fire. Had not M. de 
Grii^Oan fortunately rose befoie day-fight, consider 
w*ltat a situation you would have been in, and what 
would bare become of yOur castie 1 am persuaded 
you dfd not omit returning thanks to Ogd for youi de^ 
nvei<iknce : for my part, 1 have too great an interest in 
you to opiit itoa my aide. 

Mens, de Jb^vaidin makes love to a Kttle madaine 
here : I think it him in as good stead as a fan. 

1 told mad. de Codtaiiges the tHnuplmients you sent her: 
she received tbdm so graciousty, hnU lemrned them so 
^heartily, tluit t am persuafled she would he glgd to have 
you for her htu^eimi^genera!, even at ^he expense of 
JMolac and I^ivardhi *• Theiis atV the only offices 
wot ti? having ; thi king’s lieutenants are not worthy to 
hold up youi train. I am here stilf ^ >L^and mad. de 
Ghaub^ do all they can to retain me. These are dis« 
* Unctions which make me admire the ladled of this coun^ 
try ; and but for these, you may very well think, I 
«hould hardly stay at Vitre, where I have no business, 
* Lf«uteiiaBUi*ge&er4l to the proMOce of Bthanv. 
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The players bare amuaod the danceib have diverted 
us^ and our walks have aufipisfd the place of the Rocks* 
But all this will not hinder me fiom going there to^mpr-^ 
row, where 1 shall be happy to sre no nioie feu.<;, and 
to be once more in qumt. 1 perish with hungei m the 
midst of all their dainties ; and I proposed to Pome- 
Aars to order a leg of motton to be dressed for vs at the 
tower of S4vign4 by midnight, when we left mad* de 
Xhauines* In ihort^ whether it be from want or dis- 
gust, I long to be once more in my mall, from whence 
I shall not stir for eight ot ten days* Oor abb4, La 
Mousse, and Marphise, are in great want of my pro* 
^ uie two first Indeed come and dine with as 
sometimes. Madame la gouvemante of Provenqp^ is 
often talked of ; for you most know it }s by this title 
that M. do Chaulnes aUays calls yoOi when he drinks 
your health. They were saying at supper last night, 
that the other day at Paris, Harleqntn carried about a 
great stone under his cloak, and, upon being asked what 
he was going to da with it, " Oh said hOi is the 
sample of a house I have to sdV* This diSUited me 
extremely; and I vowed I would Idt you know it in my 
next letter ; if you like the contrhlrance, my dear, you 
may make use of it to sell your estate. What think 
you of the maniage of Monsieur ^ This is a stroke of 
the palatine b * ; it is a muUial mece of hers and the 
princess of TaKOte. You may judge how gieatwiU be 
the joy of Monskttor io be married by proxy, and how 
charmed he will be to have a wife that cannot s^eak a 
word of French. 

Mad, de la Fayette tells me she was going to write 
to you, but was hindered liy a bead-achO ; she is very' 
subject to it I de not knov whether one had not bet- 


* Tlir p\ioce«^ EUxabtth ( builotte, p«latHie of dxc Rhine. 



fei be without pA^cal'^ ^ fitie ullrieivuodmg, thui^ be 
liable to such mcouvetiiencesb Ybo here dated your 
letter with admirable precision ; 4)ie hA ct it is, that 
it brings me bsit^ to tny twentieth year ^ you need not 
therefore make ;^ur8elf uneasy about my health* since 
I have youth on my side ; think only of yoar own* 
The agitation which the alarm of Rre occasioned you 
pained me extremety ; it was a violent agitation that 
brought m your labour at Uvri : be careful then, my « 
dear child, to avoid as much as [lossible* thing 
that may cau^^ yon emotion. 1 am idgpidy in l^ve 
with this Chamarier f e{ fiochebonne : you represent 
hlaa^to vM from a good rock (bonne rocAo.*»»^dft^ 
Grigisan/to vt^m 1 address thi% will understand me to 
mean, that you place his vilrtites tn a good point of view, 
and will agree witli itif. 1 am gtsdv 1 can be sure of 
another house at Lyons, besides tlto intondant^s* 

As ce^ain as one cim ho of any thing in this worlds ^ 
so certain am I of ipy journey to Provence this next 
year. My -dear child, take great care of yourself in the 
interval,; tWs is my only eoheern, and the thing m 
wiiich you can the most oblige me. It is by this you 
call give me the strongest proofs of your legard for me* 

1 suppose you see a great iiltiniber of Provencals at 
(Jrt^an ; hut you caniipt conceive the quantity of Bre- 
torts we see heiie every day } it is beyond imaghation* 
You highly delighted me in tailing me you love the 
coadjntor, and that he ieVes you. 1 am glad of this 
friciidsKip ; for I think it neceJsary to your welfare : 
preserve it, and take lits advice m all your atlairs. Our 
abbe still adores yacr. La Mousse has onjs tooth less, 

* filaiap Pascal was on« of the brightest g« nluses of his timi*, bnt 
a 's siibjict to violent pains in the iicad. He died in 166*2, in die 
flowci of bis .ig»*. 

t Digni^ii) of the chipper of Si. John at T/yon*j 







and my gmd-daa^ht^r ohe more ; so goes the world. 
My bl«*«8ing upon Flacbere foi preserving y6o from the 
fire. 1 embrace 'you with a thousand times more ten- 
derness than 1 can eicpress. The noise of the back- 
gatnmoa-table at M. de lUnouis’ has perfectly cured 
Chesicres, < 


LETTER CXXVIL 

10 Tile SAMP. 

Tile UotkBt WedtteHay» Aut^agt t67l* 
Jfop /.escribe very humorously the disoider niy per* 
fumed paper occasioned you. Those who saw you reed 
tny letters must have thought 1 was dead» and could 
never imagine that they contained nothing but chit- 
chat. 1 am very far from correcting myself iu the way 
you imagined* 1 shall always run into extremes lu 
what IS for your good, if it depends upon me. I already 
. began to think that my paper might do you harm ; but 
1 did not intend to change it till about November. 
However, 1 begin from this day ; and for the futuie you 
will have nothing to guard against but the smell. 

You have a tolerable number of the Giignanswith 
you: the Lord deliver you fioiu the aunt * ; I feel her 
troublesome even hcic. The chevaher^s sleeves must 
have had a cuiidus efihet at table ; but though they 
draw every thing along with them, 1 much question 
whether they would draw me ; fond as 1 am of^fashion, 
I have a gieat aversion to slovenliness. Vitrd Wuld be 
a famous place for him. I think 1 never saw such pro- 
fusion before. There is not a table at court that can 
come up to the meanest of the twelve or fifteen that 


• Ann d*Orniuo, of Harcoun, aunt to M. dc Gngnjii 
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u.u,ioiisiaiiily kept up here : indeed^ there fe oc- 

castou foi dll tbi^, lor the^ are than three hun^ 

died people to be provided for, vrtio feafe no^where else 
to eat. I left t)ii3 good towu Un Motiday, aftet having 
made your compliments to mad, de Cbhidnesi and mad* 
de IVluunais. , Nothing could be more cgudially re^ 
oei\ed^ or more waimly ittuTned. All Bntany was 
drunk on that day. We dined apart. Forty ^gealle-** 
men dmed in a lower room» each of n horn drank forty^ 
toabtb : the king's was the ftr&t^ and then the glasses 
were broken. All this was done under pretence of 039- ' 
tiemejoy and gratitude foi a hundred thousand ci owns 
which his majebly had remitted out of the tho^ 

province had made tis a rocomponse foi iheiMUVt 
iiig so cheet^nlly comphed his lecjutst. bo 
thcie id onlytwo miltions two hundred thousand Hvies, 
instead of five hundred thousand. The king too has 
written a letter with hts own hand^ lull of the kindest 
expressions to his good province of Bntanyr This 
ter the go\6mor read to the States assembled, and a 
copy of It was registered. Upon this they shouted 
le roi, and immediately fell to di Inking f and dnnk 
they did, (?od knows ! Mens, de Cbonlnes did not for^** 
get the gouvernante of Provence ; and a Breton gentle- 
man going to toast y ou by your name, and not well re- 
membering iti got up, and, lu a loud voice, eaclalmed^, 

** Here is to madanie do This 1 tdiculous mis- 

take made >I,,de Chaulnes laugh till the tears came mto 
his Ly Tbo Bietons drank H, thinking tt was right ; 
and, for a week to come, you Will be nothing but mad. 
de Cangnhn; some called you the couniess of Can- 
^nan : thU was the si ite of things wboli I left tbcm. 

I have shown Pomcnars what y'ou say of him *• ba w 
h gldy delightf d w ith if , but I assure you, he i$ so hajrd* 
cmd and impudent, that once 01 t'Mce in a day he 
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mak^fi the firat resident Wave the rooni^ to wiiom in. !•* 
a mortal encmy> an well at to the procnratorogenera). 
Ma^me do Oo^qneri had just teceif ed the news of the 
death of her little gtrh and fainted away : she is in great 
affliction* and says she shall nerer hate so pretty a olato ; 
her hnsbapitl isi]Uite Inconsolable; he it just returned 
from Paris* aher hating made matters dp with Le Bord- 
• age» Jhis was a niost extraordinary affair : he hlsui 
, transferred all fajs resentments to mons. de Torenne *, 
1 suppose you fallow nothing of this; but it ftll unitt- 
tcntionally from my pen. Tbore was a pretty ball on 
Sunday. We saw a girl of Lower Britany, who* they 
,jpiidj^hM»o away the palm. She wai the most ridiculona 
creature 1 ever saw* and threw herself into tMrch atti- 
tudes as made us ready to die with laugbing. {fait there 
were other dancers* both nua and women* that were 
really admirable. 

If you ask me iiow I like my Boefaa after all this hu.t* 

ry* I shall tell you* that 1 am delighted to be here again. 

1 shall stay for a week or ten days at least* in spite of 

their endeavours to get me back. I want rest more than 

I can describe to you : I want to sleep ; I Want to eat ; 

for I am starved at these flies : I want the fresh air ; 

I want silence ; for I was attacked Oh all sides* and my 

lungs were almost wo.m out with talking^ In short* my 

dear* I found our abbe* La Mousse, my dog* my mah, 

Philois* and ray masons* all as I left them ; and they 

are the only things that can do me any good in my 

present condition# When I begin to be tired of them, 

I will take another trip to Vitrd. There are some good 

among the crowd of Bretons* and some who have a to- 

• 

* Gioiy* irbich is the Iwt pwslofioF die sage* not the oiil} poMion 

^Turennei for* at dte age of be na.** lu love with uadaine de 
^ CoetqueD. 



»m*Able share of wit» and are not niiwoiili> of talking^ to 
me of you, 

1 was mucil huit as yoo with wp ^ 

hewrt^^ That vH^id p^0ng thspt^dSea tne mightily; 

1 toM you the was much Hke Tatcal% anil that 

texture is so beautiful that it always pleases me« Neyer 
was the human heart better anatomised than by these 
two authors^ If you intend to go m giving your opi^ 
nitm of itj La Mousse wilt amwer you bettci thant { can ; 
for 1 have not yet read twenty pages oi\ 1 am itt 
per&ot despair at the toss of my packeti^;* those dear^ 
those cltarming letters, trhh which I atn surrounded^ 
which I read again and again;^ which 1 gaae upon,*^*i«htf h 
I BO much approve. Is it not a distracting thing for me 
to know, that yoh write to me twice a week, and yet to ^ 
have received but one letter m four weeks ? If it were a 
relief to you* 1 should approve of hearing no ol^encr^ 
and even desire it might be so ; but you have written, 
and 1 cannot obtain your letter. If you keep a memo- 
randum of the dates, you mil hnd how many are miss’- 
nig. I know you used to do it for that fellow Grignan^ 
and shall I embrace him after such a preference f Lei 
me know something about mad. de Roebebonne f, and 
make my kind remeoibrances to the coadjutor, and the 
elegant chevalier, lirbom I expressly forbid to get on 
hoiaGl)ack in your presence^ I hear that my litile 
heajt t IS very well : sho it goftig to be put in frocks ; 
that IS good, iny lilih hiott in a frock ! ^ 

If rnackinic dc Simlane wishes to hear news df her 

\ ^ 

^ Kn/lurc dtf COJtt? • Aa «pre4«lw iMcd hf hi. Nicole in hit Wu- 
raljfissaji. ^ 

f- I'hcrSsa Adht^tnar de Slont< li, Mijri^tDChtTlegfVaacis de ChatefHhr 
ntnf, count de Rothelioiine, and 

J Mt s pctifes entraifle . Thus miuUibe de used (O call hwlh* 

M ^rai d-djnglitc •* M o ^ Blan^ h . .rhoiti slie h ui lejl at ouratt in PIuWa 
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seoijscha], } ou m^y tell her, that ^fter herself, lie 
married the wife of a laan who at last resigned hei to 
hrm, and uhom tie soon aitej desoited foi another niai- 
ried woman, very beautiful, whom he ran an ay with 
he has a biothei who h ^ dune the same tning in Lower 
Britany: o0icer< of ju'^tioe are sent to bung him away 
the late of souio people makes one 1 luglu 

Mons. fi^Hartoun as much ^urpiiscd as yourself ai 
mad, dc Lionnc^i adventutc. Ifoui way of reasoning is 
vetyjust: but though the husband was accustomed to 
his own dis&srace, he vins iw>t to tliat of h's son>^in-lau ; 
and It was that which made him bleak out. The mo* 
ade was veiy well known. You did well m 
wilting to mxd di Lavaidm : li was what 1 wished: 
you havt i*iiicr|jated my desiie*^. Ihe abbess lacquev, 
pi lying just now with the amiable Jaqnirte, threw her 
down, bioke her aim and dislocated her wrist: her 
cries are shocking ; the cries of a Fury in the infernal 
regions on the same occasion could not e!tceid them* 
The man is sent foi who attended St Aubm. It is sui* 
piiaing to me how accidents happen; and \et you 
would not have mo be in fear of o\erturmiig ' That is 
what 1 am most afraid of ; for if any one could assuie 
me that I should not be huit, 1 should haic no dejec- 
tion to rolling now and then five or six m les in a c ba- 
llot; the iiQvelt> would amuse me; hut iltLi iit I 
have just s( 4 n, 1 slid! be always in tenoi 4»f a lit vcn 
aun. Farewell, niy deditst; you know low nuKh I 
nm yours, and that matciiial love has ks*' k ni i 
than incluiatioii. 
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TO TH& i»AMr. 

Th^ *^undA^, Aagu&t 93, 

\ou were wjth the pteaident of Chftrme*^ lady then 
vhenyou wrote to me; her hubhaiui was the intimate 
friend of mon&ieur Fouijuet; am 1 iir^ht in thi« ^ lu 
short> my dcai, you were not alone ; and Rl. do Oit** 
gnan acted wisely in making you leave youi closet to en- 
tertain youi company ; he might howevti have ''pared 
hts ispuLhin’s beard, though he did not appeal much 
the \voi«e lor tt in your iych, iorwlun he was at Li\n, 
w th his bushy you thought him handsonnr than 

Adonis, 1 olten repeat these lour verses with admirur 
tiun Ills sill prising v\ hat «iii impiesston the remem 
biaiice of any particular time makes upon tlie mmd, 
w hethet good oi b id. Sometiiin s 1 think of tint deli- 
cious autumn : ui I then a^^un, when 1 redtei on the 
1 ittci part of itj I sweat with honor | • yet we ought 
to be thanlcful to Providence, who delivrred you out of 
the danget you wta ih. 

Youi leflections upon the di itb of M deOuiscare 
« i i^habU , they have made me plough up ni} mall with 
1 » > ( ves ; for it IS there I medit ite with most pjoasuie. 
j )or La Mol.-^e has been afllidted wiih the tooth-ache; 
s > ttiit for a long tifiie 1 have walked alone till night. 
Hid tlK u^ht of — <»od knows what 1 havt not thought 
f Do not be under apprehensions of my growing 

c;^ry of solitude : set aside the ills that arise fiom my 

^ Tu, t< £q el tmjj e Fdrt oi a lout ume, i Ikd up by lOdclatne lie 

f- O j count c t i rni c cr tl at iuad,«iue dt Giijina I ad at Livr)^ 
I 4 h \u\tl HaS 
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own beatt, ami a|»inst which l''twve hot strength f* 
struggle ; and l .Whiaot In any respect, 

am of a bappy;temj^r ; I can’^ramodate myselF to, 
a»d be pleB8«lV»^.^aBy'*?^i 
tirement hele. to aH>e tipiSh>ndT>asea''»v of Vitre. 

I bavh been here a week, npd ^ tranquillity I have en- 
joyed a dreartfdl cokl, I have drank 

nihlbg^t water ; have talked very little } featn left 
off wppers ; and by this method, without having short- 
ened my walks. I am quitp well again. Madatae de 
Chaulnes, madaroe de Muriljais, madame FOmohd, »td' 
a very fine girl from Nantes, came here last’Tbm^ay : 
madame de Chaulnes told me, as. she cattie Into my 
room, that she could exist ho longer witfiout^eeihg me ; 
that she had the weight of all Brilany upOn her shoul- 
ders, and should die with fatigue. She then flung her- 
, self Upon my bed ; we sat round her, and she was fast 
asleep in a minute, from mere fatigue, though we con- 
tinued talking ; at last she awoke, bigldy charm^ with 
the ease and freedom we enjoy at the Rocks. We then 
took a ivalk : afterwards she and I sat down to rest our- 
selves in the centre of the wood, and while ^tbe rest were 
diverting theoMekres at mall, I made her tell how 
she came to marry M* de Chaulnes ; for.- 1 ^wiy's loi r 
to fish out something by way of amnsethent ; but in 
the midst of our entertainment th^^ came on just so 
treacherous a shower, lihf the oaeyM may remember 
at livri. that we were nearly, drownOd i , the vvater ran 
frixn our clothes in streams ; it came. thj»ugh the trees 
in ,bn>o®e"*' and .Wl<^; wern instantly wet 'to the skin. 
We ran as fast as we„cooldi some screaming, others 
sliding. Other falling ; at last we got in, a roaring fire 
was made, we changed our dross from head to foot, I 
Arnisbing the whole wanlrobe; wc dried our shoes, 
*nd were ready to die with laughing all the w hilc. lu 
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this manner Britany 

her own goverluvHi^nt*^ After tM% ;we had a ^tight 
past, aiul then the left^^us, vexed,. I 

dare say, at the part 

hoine> thSkn at the aifr^i ahe ht^ iitioeiv^\berf; She 
made me promise to relate, this .ad ventut^. fb:y6u^v#nd 
to come and assist her to-morrowi^ id ;eaterlhi^t^^l&e 
States which will break op in aboot a week i 1 ^geged 
to do both; of the orte 1 how acquit myself, anil.hf tho ^ 
other 1 shall ac<|oit myself to-morrow, as I cannot help 
sbqvving her this civility. ' 

Aladame de la Fayette will have told you, how de 
la Roel^fbucauU has ihade his son (the prince de Mar- 
sillac) a doke, and in what manner the king gave hint 
a new pension. Is not the way in which it was done 
worth all the rest? We used sometimes to laugh at 
such discoorse, so common with courtiers. You have 
the prince Adbemar with you now; tell him thnt I re- 
ceived hislast letter; and embrace him -for pie* You 
have, if I reckon right, five or six Grignans: it must 
be a great happiness, for you s^y they are aU, agreeable 
and sociable; were it, otherwise, it would bh the tor- 
ment of your life. I bear that the areat Sully, 

and that my aunt ia^goinglto take home 

with her; her nujp^e be very sorry; h.ijt what 
cifli be done ? Thil^is of necessiiy ; but it would 

be a mudi hard^ Citee to remain in Protence for your 
salary, when wfU see your neighbour, madatne de 
Sennetef^^ sStW fi>r Pan^ \t should hope, my dear 
child, you have sadicient J^ye me not to pl^y hie 
the same trick when 1 come to see you next year. I 
could wish, that between this' and that, you did more 
almost than is possible in your domestic management. 

I think of, and torment ni^’^self very much about, tliem. 
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I mu'jt tliculo'e lake you away to my own house, 
which i<! yours. 

]\Jonsicur He Qiesieiea is here ; he found all my trees 
finely grown, which surprised him gieatly, having seen 
them a little while ago no h^her than M. do 

Montbazon used to say of his childtcn. I am very glad 
that poor Giignan’s disorder was of so shoit duration ; 
I embrace him, and wish him all liralth and happiness, 
as well as his btiler half, whom I love moie than my- 
self ; at least 1 l«.el it a thousand times more. Our 
abbe is very much jours. La hlousse waits for the 
letter j:ou are composing. 


LETrER rxxi\ 

.0 'IIIF ‘‘AME. 

\ ifit', \\ ( ' u h\aX) , August 21), U J I , 

1)1 n dc Cliaulncfc*s c*ui« 

Jn thf first placi, I am dcsirtd lo nnko jon a ihciiMiid 
protestaiiODS of fi midship, love, ind estetm, Aftti 
I'tippj a beginning, jou will doubtless look foi a vtiy 
ugiceable letter ; but Finuth fear you will bt disap- 
pointed ; for in truth I have nothing to send you. ll 1 
were to enteitain you with my own thoughts, I gliouKl 
talk of nothing but you, and you ire too near the suh- 
Kct to render it agreeable. I came here last Sunday 
lather late in the evening : mens. <le Chaulnes, by way 
of jest, 'sent his guards after me, with a note to let me 
know, that I was wanted on^his m josty’s service, niid 
that madame <ie Ch.iulnes would expect me to siipi c i ; 
accordingly I went, and found a gicat r.i iii\ iirw faces; 
so much the worse. Monday mons (Vliaiiouis ijave a 
dmnu to M and jindamc dc OhauJius, and all th- 



principal magistrates and coinipi^ioi^^* ‘ 
end the abbe came to us, und^ :^riilt^nce of Seeing 
repairs I wanted to, bave^doi^ to n^y tower 
though he never looked atjU* ' ly^, 3 W^ one of 
ejitertainntonts I cter snif f ^ut near what a *ois<®‘'ti|ne 
we had. As we were getting, into the coacfc to go ther^' 
mens, de Chaujnes was t^bken witK a ahivHer&g end 
ing; Itwas an attack of fever* Madaidiide Chaul 
in great afUiction staid at home with him ; and madame < 
de Murtnais and my seif supplied their places. Moit* 
sieur d’Harrouis vjras very much disconr^i^ed; every 
body was dull, and nettling was thought of but this 
unlucky accident. In the evening the fever qpitted 
him ] but \ believe he has it again, and that it is an 
ague. Hbiv suddenly disorders seize us ! pray take eara 
of yourself If you were in any other situation, I should 
desire you to walk but not a word of that now. 1 am 
persuaded that the greater part of our complaints arise 
from want of exerpisc. Pomenars sends you ten thou- 
sand compliments. He s^ys; that the other day, at 
Rennes, a woman, who had beard of a utedia noefte^ and 
who had been paying a jQsorniug visit, said, that she 
was just come from a nocte with the presi- 

dent's lady. Does ^ot this ghrie you a good idea of a 
fool desirous of assuming airs of fasl^ou ? This is all 1 
sball say to, you from hei^ce. Perhaps I gtay find some- 
thing to add before I up my psirfet. I want to 

tell* yon^of a :b|^ll we liad last night, which, settilDg 
aside Ike gra^ ou^s we hafe seen, was as pretty a 
thing as cootd be. SeviMfjri of Lower Britany 

blazed away there ; and among the rest raademoisella 
^ L***'*^ who is a very fine girl, and dances ex- 
tremely well. She had an admirer with her, whom it 
is said she is engaged to marry ; he stood behind her. 
But monsieur de Rohan, who for some time has thought 

o 
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1 ^ hatidsotne, htHig ni her ear in so strange ^ manner^ 
atMl she at e^ay was ramnng hfei nose ii» his fiwe 
to wfa]S{H 8 r him agau^ (hat l^hi^ tovi^r quitted his station 
The yotoig hidy did npt sceai mlhe least ailcctcd ith 
jt. The mother gi\e her sonno winh^; hut i nas to no 
jwTpose; to short> she seemed mad al‘ci i title, which 
ajfiotded us snliotte dneision But Is it possible that 
M. dc should lefnse me the pkasuie of seeing 

you dance for a 'iiw moments onh > What’ must I 
neser agam see the dance> the graceful air, that used to 
ftfid its way so diretUy to my heait > I see it here in- 
deed m piecemeal ; but I want to see the whole atones . 

I am rtady to die sometm^s, ioi want of giving vent o 
my tears, at a baH that reminds me ot ^oa ; and sonr - 
times I actually enjoy my toa^s iinobsened. Ihcit 
are some airs and daiices that almost alwa^^ produce 
that effect on me My little Lomatia has always a 
charming an , but last itjight I thou^l t he was laHiti 
inobimted. We may say thii* where 've ire, wilhont 
giving offence to any eht’* 

Ll.TTEil eXXX. 

•4 

lO THIB SAMf. 

^ The Reds, biiiKlay, 4r»‘ ao, 167- 

It is now, my dear child^ beyond all ^ubt, tliat I 
lose one of youi letleis every week, or ot 1 /^t e veiv 
other week, tor, if I have hot ono, ym niu'-t be six 
days without writing io isdtf, which I am soie is not the 
case, and that I ou^ht to have received an exttlh nt one 
by this day’s post, I have only uccivtd the one vmu 
wiote when you were oierw helmed with 5 our Pio\cn- 
9 als, I am vtiy much \e\cd at tin sc blunders. If 
you kept an account of your dale'', you would easily 



1 iu^e alwava to begirt mf 

subject * a fa le ’beginning* a very agreeat^^ ooi^l 

liot now at»out yrtaW baalth 4 ybti > oiW l>l0CHi< HJ 
'^noc z I am gla^ of it upon one aco 9 ulit> mi 

M)ifv foi It Uj^on another, which ts, that tliaim la lesa 
icliet foi \oin dt^idor> f<rtr> im $he ate octa^iona this 
\ )u can onV 1 ‘eiliave the liiconeetiiiefiae by changing 
pi \ces n iih tlie fog«t, and having that aver your head 
which now rolls beneath yotrt feet *, but I caniiot welf 
<ice how till's IS to be done* 1 knoii^ one remedj , 
howexer, uhith I hop^wiH be of s< rticc to \ou ivhf n I 
coijK to Piovcncc. It H a gieat pity that youi fine 
complexion cannot hoar the Alt of Proxtiu c* The ttir 
of IvaiitP<i, winch is impiegnated ahghtly with the sea 
air, used foimeily to dtstfoy mhte* Bat, my dear child, 
the air of the Isle of I lanco n the ht I : that of Ynre 
kills evei} one. The nigbt-dews m oui paik q nte do*- 
Uioy me t 1 that used, } cm know, neve i to be afit cted 
by those at fLivii.* M. do d)hau]ne6 is mu».h better: 
they Will all tifko then depai lure within a week: the 
company bas been good and agieeabit ; but the} will 
I c heniMlv gUdto separate, f oaoie here on bndiy, 
just to liivc A gliep at my abbo# La Mousse, and my 
woods. To-day I t\pec t M. dc BInnes, and three oMier 
-•lii^liops, ide duiuer^ I shall give €h€|]^^ a piece of salt 
beef. AfbUr dmner toadhtne de Chrtimes wtH take mo 
b in her f^ach to Vitiie, to take leave of their wor- 
ship*;. mQiw de^Boucherit, the chief president, and "a 
whole coachfuf of ma]^4tracy^ are to come likewise* 
As they will take me along with them, and I shall haie 
lU) tim4 to seal niy letters, 1 do it this mormng. The 
coiitiact out proxincc has made with the king^ was sign- 

* On ac count ri the cl(\aicd stiuanon of the cas.lc of Gtigpsn. 

o 2 
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1^4 Fnday : but wc previously gave mad. dc Chanl- 
iies livo thousand louis dV)r, bei»ide8 several either pre- 
sents : not that we aic very rich here, hut we have^cou- 
rage : we are very obliging, and between twelve and 
one at noon we can never refuse any thing to oui mends. 
That is the lucky minutt : the etlluvia of youi orange 
groves do not produce such fine edects. 1 do not know 
how your health is at present; btiK it is dr.iiik he to 
every day by upw'ards of a hundred gentlemen who 
never saw you in theii li\os, and in all probability never 
will. It is not those who have rcallv seen you that 
diink your health with the greatest enthusiasm. La\ar- 
dm and des Chapellcs have filltd up some ftor/ts }iw 's I 
gave them ; they are very pietiy, and I will send them 
to you. You will also be pleased to hcai^ that Mw dc 
Bruquenvert danced a very good jig with nradeinoiselle 
de Kerikinili : these arc things you ought not to be ig-^ 
norant of, I desire you will not for the future attack 
me on the bead of names : you see 1 am quite at liome 
in them. Pro\incial splendor apf^ears here in all its 
glory ; but M. dc Griguan*^ post was the other day ad- 
mired and envied by every one, for being destitute of 
this parade : to be alone, delights M, de JMolac, who is 
oppressed by the presence of M, de jLaiardin, M. de 
Lawrdin by that of M, de Cliaulnts, and the king’s 
lieutenants by thejieutetiants-gencral. While the lage 
for making presents prevailed, we bad a great desire to 
propose to the States to pa'^s. a fiee gift of 1 0,0(70 ciowns 
to M. and madame de Grignan : M. de Chaulnes niam- 
tained that they would listen to the proposal; others, 
that they would actually make the present: at least, 
we all agreed to have it buzaed about, to make a few of 
the Low^ Bretons murmur, then to soften them down at 
table, and make them promise to piopose it. But what 
do you say of M, de Coulangcs’ paying you a visit? 
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rearming feJiow; how lfA{>p3l( lie U! I fancy, my 
riesir, you will be glatl to see him skipping abooft your 
castle ; his gaiety will cominuuicaU' itself to you : he 
, •.nr t**ll you bow handsotpe your daughter ^rovrs. 
What I most dcsiie^ and what alone will satisfy me, is, 
thu you may continue well, and that for niy sake you 
will continue careful of your health. , 

The philosophic and tramiuil situation pf your mind, 
in niy opinion, sets you more above the fogs and thick” 
vapours, than the castle of Grignan does: you have 
in reality tlic clouds under your feet, and appear mount- 
ed in the middle region; and 3*00 will ne\cr liinder me 
from believing that the fine appellations, which you say 
you give to natural qualities, are not the effect of your 
own reason and the strength pf your understanding. 
God grant you may continue in this just way of think- 
ing ; it will be very useful to you : but you should keep 
yourself in action too, that your philosophy may not 
turn to indolencxf ; and that you may oticc more be en- 
abled to revisit a country where the clouds will be over 
your bead. Methinks I see you wrapt up in all the in- 
dolence which arises from supposed impossibilities: do 
not, however, indulge in this, farther than is absolutely 
necessary for your repose; and not so as to deprivo 
S^ou of action and courage. 1 sincerely pity you in be- 
ing confined so much to the society of womefi; you 
k/iow how I hate them : and yet your statues of men on 
pedestals are vei^* liresomo ; you will make me prefer 
the d&lleries and amusements of our Bretons to the per- 
fumed indolence of your I’jovenpals. But where are 
^ the sprightly wits, the lively geniuses, the hot-headed 
sparks, whose imaginaliona take fire by being so near 
the sun ? tSurely you mu.st have some fools, and from 
these you might find one at least that would amuse you ; 
b»it Piovenco, and its Provencals too, are beyond, my 
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comprtlit^i.’t^n : ?lh, lio# much belt eV 4o I urKlerst and 
iijy own II I ueie to o4me ail that stn<] 

thfcir eomphnionts lo you, a volume 5\uuW tcartc ly ^luf- 
tice: M. au<i madame de Cbi^ulnrs, de 
the cmiut dfijj Cbapqlle?, Toi5qv«4fic, tbu ei)be cie Mon- 
ligii}, 4ia4 bishop pf d'fl uyomis, Fouigir, CUo-^ 

sieies, &c. not to piciiHon iny abbo, who bas uot yet 
re^reivetl youv Jail leltet ; mid ooJ I^a \tho is 

still m Lctatioii of the one you are t aipo^ing. As 
for me, n»y dear cluki, not to nntke two bu- tu sses of 
one, I Uesiic you will embrace all your ainub’e Gngnari^ 
at oncQ for me. 1 have seen sleeves like thv)«e ot your 
chevalier. Ah^ ^^hat a chaunmg figuie they make 
dancing lu a nn w of »otap, or weeping over a salad bowl I 
Farewell* niy lovely* and infinitely destr child J I <tb«ll 
say nothing of the love X tevt? for you* for I halve none 
at alL 


LETT^ cictsa. 

TOfnS94»ft 

VMt fl, i $7 1 . 

IlcaB is n letter thil tomes to diescily bom Pari^ 
wuhout passHig tbfo^igh the bands of du Boi^ ^ ; and , 
v»hat IS more, acoetvfbrg to ilm date, t it just 

five days after iMfttcfi, so tfi^t it Js i^ltogetbcr a 
miraculous one, THoimoX# no nead^of <\ mi&clOto ren- 
der your letters dear la vnie« The romemVanoe 4^ you 
IS not to be tontsiied by any considerarim ; but itself 
banidbes all othcis. Our Siatee mayiiibg, and dance, 
and diHib* as long a? they pika^^ y^r dear idea * 

its way thiougb all, and dxes itsojd m mj bcait, j'h oh its 

• 'Hie j» 05 t p''ast< r with iht* camof SMUi* V\ ^ t\ IctUff, 

scad thti'i the spceiRut «*y to ftiijwy 
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proper tin one. Tbtrc lias been a^tl}0 gri3i$alj^nfifiiBr((*, 
but It li subsiding, and 1 hope m days It ^ 

u 111 bo at an end ; I wi)ih it earnestly* not go 

n .u -Mioie to tilt liocka ; the \%ay theie k new too well 
UnaAn: Sunday there wei^ no lees tl^an five coaches* 
and*H;^ 1 long to retuia to bcdoti^ which 

ha-» been very mtich admired ^ Coiuh|i>urg ui iio|. io be 
compared tq St. Bat yoa mu$t not ibiok our tfi 
liiitany are like Grignan ; there is a wide dillhrenGO be-, 
tweeu them. As to moiiMeor Loinana, witiinut min- 
cing the matter, he h is all ilie Oir of a iVIerouiy, in his 
dmcing, his bow, his manner of pulling oU and putting 
on his hat, lusfiguic, htS face; in short, the fellow i$ 
quito captivating. Ihc Murmetj^ bt'auty would have 
him with all her heart ; but he has not the same inclin- 
ation for her* The coum des Chapalles is charmed \s ith 
what you nay of him Sn my kttei.:, Pomenars sends you 
Word, that he U now holder tha^ ever, for he is sure be 
shall never be liaiigeti^ Of he has escti^ed so long. The 
abbiS comes and dineaWitil liltiomrtiQieSf and La Moitsse 
with him, who does tiol seem at all embarrassed^ I 
iiave set him upon such a good footing with had 
madaino de Ctiaalii«8> M. Bonehcrat, and the bishop of 
Lc«m, that he k roceived by them all just like myself. 


He talks about the min'ito paniculart i^'ith the bishops 
who is 04 violent a Cartesian aa hnnaelC and ^st, la the 
same bieath, they maintain ttie faculty of thictUng m 
* brutes*; tb^sa.aremy gentlecaanfs notions, and he 
gneS very learnedly ttpoii Iheot’^ he Is a« far gone in sht* 


* It \% well kiKMf 4rbat l«^g disputes the ^vSHlenj vh( tb«r bntie* 
luive a doul, cxeiied, fttxi tfa^t |>e«c<ini s inatarauied that they mote 
inichini*^ It b ncll known<soQ, that h^pocrien (jiid uot fttil to iiivolvv 
ifh^toii in this philosophtcsl probkra. To aMow a soul to hiiite| Wft* 
notluiig moic o lesi than athewin , yet the very pofsoiis arcusfd 
l)t scartes of bang «fi athdft, \io doubt, urjoit equally good (buiidatioas. 
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philJbopby as a man can be, Jmd the priiiro has 
hkewise gtten lato his opinion. The irMIscussions enter- 
tain me highly. 1 hear that onr dear little one is very 
pretty; she will amnse me very much at honj*^ 
winter. Farewell, my dearest chilli ! I embrace you ; 
but what will be the joy of iny heait, nhcii I he*-, once 
more the sound of your voiced I Hatter myself that 
clay will come, as well as so many others that arc not 
niched for. 


LETTER CXXXIL 

lO me SAMU. 

VUt^, Simdayi Sept. A, I6;i. 

Alas! my dear child, what can be tbc reasoh of so 
many fins in your neighbourhood, that put you in con- 
tinual alarm? To tell yon the truth, 1 fear it will be of 
serious consequence to you ; remember what happened 
to you once, from the ftight of setting ihr cbevalier on 
horseback. I hope, at least, it will be a caution to you 
to ste that your people lake great care that no ai i ident 
of file happen;* in your own house. 1 conjure Dcvillc, 
by all the ..lloction he beais you, to be inoie ciii uinspctt 
than e\er. So you think a cold is of no conseijoencc to , 
j ou in your present sitmition ! you may take my woul 
for it, that it i.%.and that yon may not peihaps c:et nd^ 
of it till yoit lie in. Al>ovean things, he prudent and 
careful of yourself in the svxenth month of your pVeg- 
nancytitt girls aie Ifiasy, and do not often coipe till iheir 
full time ; hoys ate on tlu* alert, and sometimes step into 
the world a month or tx^o sooner. Acinember wliat I 
say to jou ; madame du Pui du Fou heiself cou^d not 
have gi\<.n you better advice. After tlrs matronly les- 
«(}uU make vou a thousand com|)ltuieuts fioui d*. 



537 


MA^AVS ni SLV1C.NF. 

Choslcirs. You have IrecoUe^Med vefy opportuuily M. 
de Gi miiau’s verse j you will base seeivby a former lel^ 
tM-, tlidt I am fai froiU being unmindful of the lime* 

I have a whole tribe of the Grignaiis with yon ; but 
tlity^areall such agreeable peH>ple» that 1 am rejoiced 
ytm^^e ilieir company. 1 am sut^iided to hear tha 
yun de Chatc^ uith \on. It ceitain that I 

spent three days wiU;» him at igni, and thought him 
a Very good kind of a man ; J thought 1 saw some faint^ 
resemblarue in him <»f a certain per&on, which did not 
make me hke him tin less. If he teiU you what hap«* 
pened to me at Savigm, it will be, that I lost leather in 
stag hunting \Mih madaine d< Sulli, now madamo de 
\ei.Ruil. Von think you ull i.no nothing, when you 
«ay you love tliO'.e who talk ol me to you : it is so very 
natuial a pioof of your ailecMon, that 1 thank you for 
and ( nibraee you uitb all my heart. There arc also 
cettam in»nkb of aversion which carry death wdih them : 

1 am loo well icad on this subject; but 1 must own that 
I liave paid ileaily for my experience. Wbul think you 
of 3Iai‘'d lac’s Ir mg cicat< d a duke ? I greatly appros'e 
of wh it Ito fiithei has dom ; it was the only way to 
make him enjoy the dignity without extreme grief; 
how would tiie honour have been embittered, if the loss 
of such a father had been the price of it! I tliink 
\oo, the very ttame of M. Rochefoucault, added to its 
^rinnt, caiiies w'Ub it a dignity far superior to the title 
"iCe has bestowed. I>a Mhrans would have gone to Livri 
tlie other day d ith madame de la Fayette, but they sent 
her back without any farther ceremony. She told them 

* llus was tlA« Clermont 4a Chate, whosr letters written in theanny, 
and intercepted, ftm made the king ac<}uainted utth the circunurtaQce 
ul Lib intrinue with the pnzietss of Comi, and cvati that he BacfU!e«>dl 
i or to die ugly but artful nkadcBioiselle Choin, who had so far captl* 

. (Uc dii^pUln^ that he was on jpoint of marrying her, 

o S 
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the ptfece h«J been at hib house for whole <lav; but 
nobody attendel to nhat *jhe aald- Wfial a raoitiiica- 
tion mhst that hare bean to a fbgluh boasting woman ! 
When I come towaul^ the aonclustoa of my 
wiii tah you soinetbttig about the States, and i»y lla^/py 
return to the Rot ks. ^ » 

^ The best cornpary must part/' <|atd M* < o Chaul- 
nes, on dismissing the St'^tes* The assembly broke up 
sxbout midnight. 1 \\ an pi^seiU u ith madame do Chaul- 
nes a|id other 1 idles It wai t\eiv fine, very grand> 
anih very m ignificent asst niblv. INI . de Ch lulnes spoke 
to erei*y body with dignilv> and eit))iessed him- 
self extremely vrell. Attci d nnci wc all go which way 
wc please. I am n jo ced at the idea of getting back to 
my Rocks. I ha\c had an oppoitumty of obliging se- 
reial pei'ions; hare made a deputy and a pensionary; 
have spoken for several unhappy wretches, but not a 
word lor mystlfj fm I can a'^k without a teasom I 
mu*st tell you of a droll mi'^takc ot mine: ;you know 
how apt 1 am to make bhnideis. 1 was at iVI. de Chaul- 
nes' the other d*iy, md tctoie dinnei ] siwa man stand** 
iiig at the f\ithei end < f tl • room, whom 1 look for the 
vuntre iV hotel; upon which I went up to him, and said, 

** My good Mf, do let «s ha\e dinner; it is> almo'^t one 
oVIolK, and I an^ almost like to die with hunger.'’ 

** Midam," says he, looking very gi avety at ixm^ 
should think my'*elf oxtiemely happy to offer you a din- 
ner It m\ house ni} name w Picaudicic ; 1 re->ide only 
two leagues fr< la Landeriiad/' My dear chdd, vlas 
a gentleman of Lower Bntany all the wbiUt; you will 
guess how fooli h I looked on the ebscoverv. I cannot 
help laughing while I wwte it* M. de ChauJnes sencK ' 
you a coinpositk^ which { believe to be <me of PUis- 
fton's ; some sav H Despreoux'js. Let me know what 
y ou think of k : te c^pltuoa H is a finished piece ; 
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rcMl It with jittontion, tni ym wiU 8 ik 1 it* fuUnof wit. 
1 nm iha1£l^^(} wiih a tboUftand lomembramtis ami cour-* 
phmeiU^ tor you. Oop have gtanted 100,000 

r nwni »n (Resents, 20(X) pi^totce to M. de Lavardin, 
tlVys sum 10 M« ck Molao^ If |loucht*rat^ to tlie iiist 
to the litatenants, &c. 2000 croWns to 
the coT^>t de-. Chapelles, thc^onie to young Coctlogon, 
ami, 111 hhort> have bten munificence tt&tlf. Heie w a 
province lor you ! 

Mad uno <le la Payette at ]Lutu fiom whence she 
uhLc^ me the mo^t entertaining letters imaginable, not^ 
iMthatindinq all lur aliments; £L de la Roche foucault 
Ills wiittcu to ine too: they both tell me they wish 1 
u(ie with tlnm, but il i'* i that truly wish to see yoa 
theie, this hope is the suppoit of m} life. I have cal- 
cubled that }ou >\mI hiiidi the uaiblatioii of Petraich 
m about hlty ycais allowing you to do a sonnet a 
month. It IS a work hi^hW woahy of 30U, and will 
not 1)( a crude pc iformaiui^ Adieu, n y dcart^t child : 

^ am going betk to my Rocks, bo Qvcijoycd to leave 
this place, that I am almobt ashamed ol being so easy 
»'i ){Oui ab«“i nee, I am alw i^s tem| led to burn iny let- 
ters wIkh 1 lead tiicm over, and see what tiiflmg stuff 
1 wnu to you* tell me truK, do they not exhaust your 
patience? I could \ciy well shoiten them without di- 
inmiblimg the least paitiele oi my affection. » 


LE'n^ER CXXXIII. 

TO niE SAMr. 

The Rocki, Wedns^ay, Sq[»t. 9, 1671. 
At length 1 am quh^ settled, quite calm, and quite 
content, in my solitude. 1 hi^aocsasiQiKAlly % rqmaina 
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of the^taties here. 'M«vdc l^liyiardiri'^. stiiys behind at 
“"VLtre to nirtko hi» entry fcto Hc‘QI)G 8. lie beis been chief 
governor since the departure of M. dc Chaulnee, by 
whose presence he l.onger..oppressed f so that 
pets, kcttle«fdrums, am^ guards, are aU drawn out. 
came in this style to pay me a visit^ with a 
twenty gentlemen: the hhole togctlier lookfjf! hike a 
little army. Among them were the -Lomarias, the 
Coetlogons, the abbes do Feuquieres, and several that 
have no less an opinion of themselves than the rest. 
We walked ; had a slight collation ; and the count des 
Chapelles, whorti I brought with. Ine from Vitre, assist- 
me in doing the honours of the liouse. IJc is still 
^eije, and looks as if hS had a great inclination to let 
you know himself how much \^e talk of you, and how 
every thing rccals yog to our remembrance. We ex- 
perience more than ever, that the heart is the seat of 
} for when it does not come from that quarter, 
we have no more heart than so many hares. We have 
found a,iiule place in the wood, where, among several 
other pretty things which you bad written, ^we saw^ this, 
Gods, how I love tigerisnif V* This is the profession of 
wits ! But w'c w ish to know whether this virtue of yours 
does not lie dormant for want of practice j for we do not 
well see on whom you can exercise your taste, and have 
therefore some hope that you will soon lose it. 4 

s' 

FilOM MONSIEUR DES CHAFELJ^CS. 

* 

It would be something extraordinary, madam, if you 

• lieuten^t-gencral of the govemment of’ Upper and Lower 
Bntsmy; . ; ' , ' 

t Dku^ quejaim/l! la figrtrie/ Tbia is a word of mad. dc Grignast* 
SQ^uog, aoil signed n^tiee 01 cxu^. 
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should find kjss fcr this vifiu^*wlMn e 

jire, than when yoa this fine senliment. I 

member I \v«is tlien pnleimil dying, and you were charm- 
ing and happy ; conscq,u»{:Uly vow could have no reason 
yoursftif with this es,e^»e I would rather re** 
df anotli^ device which i foand near the for- ? 
ii)rr,'^d was written iiearly^at the same timei Mc^Ho 
morir in prcim^a quje viver ^ assema** This plciijses 
so much, thht I believe I shall realise tlie rnaxiiU/ and 
not rjuit the Rocks a second thne without dyin'|f with 
regret. Rut, methinks, if onc'^ust die* it-w'ould hare 
been better to have died at first fdr, and chain- 

ing as you arc, no one has yet diid in honour of youj^ 
anri If I had had the w it to hav^ done it then, both our 
names might have been rcndered>illusU'iDus. But you 
knovy, madam, what is not' done at one time, may.be, 
done at another ; and 1 .am of opinion, that provided 
can divest our marchioness of the pait slie pretcadrto 
have in it, it would be more extraordinary to die upon 
this latter occasionj for tlien it might truly be said, 
that the uieumry is in the heart, or the heart is in the 
memory. Take your choice : Uiougli I greatly fear 
yoii experience H^lber tlie one nor the otlicr for me, 
.\incc you will not t$kc the pains of giving me an an* 
swer. I am move afflicted, liowcveri; than ofiended ; for 
• I shfjtuld liave taken infinite pleasure in pnee 'mere be- 
^ holding a hand -writing for which 1 have still so great a 
»*4aste, though U was never yet employed in showing 
the ieast mark of friendship or regard fqr me. But 
w'hat am i doing? Reproaches made to a tigress are 
like pearls before swine. M. de Lavardiii has just ho- 
noured the Rocks with his presence, accompanied with 
many of the npbility: he was received with the great- 

* It is belter to die in the pre3ence of those wc love* then to live 
Absent from them. 
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€»8t politeness imaginable, and m excellent and elegant 
caliailoH was prepared for Mm in the vrOod ; afttr 
^^hi(h we baw liim snrroundtd by his guards. So ends 
the h stoiv, and so ends my lii'Uer: it have been 

agreiable to you! i can lot nd of the idii!! J^\d 
nKtAuchuly hamour I hiuc been thrown into > ^ 
remembrance of having so often «een 3^00 in ms vci y 
fAace. 


ruOM MAO/niE DC St'viPNE. 

I HAVE taken the pcH from him, tor he would never 
have done : he was bo lust in the affecting remembrance 
of having seiu yon here, that M. Lavaul n found us 
botli mchiiicholy. This gwe ns a culpable appearntu e, 
and made us look as it we were tned of out compun} ; 
and bo indeed wcweic, iurwi had bubiness ni Pio\tiice 
when they cainc m; o, moie pi operly speaking, out 
business was lure; for w is tlu iLmmibiattcc of hav- 
ing seen you bore, that made us rcgrit w( could sce\ou 
no longer. lor pajt, 1 fanini iiconcile ni}s<li to 
have mv duightei taken awa> fiom me b\ fiice, and 
earned tvi such n distance ; and I heUeve I should sink 
under the idea, Wcmu it not toi the regard 1 haic for M* 
de (Irignan, and all the Oiignain, and, 1 may add, my 
persuasion of then ten lerness for 3 011. 


Ll.TTi ii CXXXIV. ' 

ro UiL S\ME, 

SunUsy, ^ept. 3 3, 1671, 

The fright, which has obliged 30U ta keep y^oiir bed, 
has ahnmed me move, my dear child, than 30U. 1 am 

pcrsuadcu that nothing can be more injurious to 3 ou 





m 

tha» 4he»<» (^phtion'* . they Wcrf» tbe sole c luse ^ yoni* ^ 
misfortune til I uii ♦ , and it it was the san e chevalier 
upon thi samr horsis tb&t occuKioiud them, h« should 
pco’ne his death fiom no other hmu than mme In*^ 
<kt\J \<^otkghtfto have sen^ me woi 1 what occasioiMKl ^ 
TlTP*^ t om tier, I ni M n )w li>e a whole week t 

nithoot loWm" whit jou oi ^ht to have informed mlt 
of, Oai coiiliiui has written me some ivomleiful 
things , but I am not at present in i hurttonr to answir* 
tlitm AIv light (lain) IS more aHected by the pam of 
m y mind, than by tlu gout in tK^y left hail'll, notwith^^ 
standing ll e < leai uni dt monsteativc manner in which 
he expliiiis tdme the relation there is lu tween ttwcHWi 
I w IS dtno t tempted^ afiei all his leasonin^, to m ike 
him the sime leply as the doctoi m Mohere**' Mtd(m^ 
mai^tc hn does to a person, Who was talking mui h ui thu 
sanM sti un ♦' 1 hat ts the pleci*e reason of > < ni daugfai 
Ur’s b( ng dumb/’ I saw this tomuly vf ly will play- 
ed by a company of stiollers the olhci div at Vitrc : 
e\e*y one was leadyto die with b«ghin|r Yom re- 
nuik (II Ll Munndte is extremely ju t. she i» of an 
amiabli li position, and hei bh ni diy^mi lur is tem- 
pered with Midi excellent sciitiiiK nts, lint it impossi- 
ble It should displhi c 1 iin going lO send y c iii letters 
to llairouix and the count dcs (’hapellt^, to Plantes: 

• the htter ot these livts only in the hopes of ifT; as to 
.d’fldiioiiis 1, you must know he bad cngiged to the 
‘‘^tiUs to pay a^htii^red fiancs more i nn he had in his 
handb, but did no|| stunk it i thing woitn stpcaktng nC 
One of hia fiiends found it out, and every cl^atlm^ was 
111 irms tril he ImkI jiistice (kybe him ; he ad^ied by 
t V' ly one, and »ot wilhout reasom Out morpmg owf , 
Slates give piescifils to the amount of lOO^dQO 

* A miMSrrMge illildi u mentioned m I>U« r 116 « 

t He itw tteawtrei to the stste$ of Bntany 
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^ upon uhicli a gentleman ol* ^^ovver Britany humorously 
saiJ to nie> that he fancied they were going to die soon, 
by making Ihoir wills, and disposing of tl^ir effects in 
this manner. I wish to (♦od they wetre as liberal in 
proportion in Provence. I iik6 oui Ere^s roii<:h ; tbiey 
ftmetl a little .of wine iitdecd, -but your orangd 
gentry have not luilf surh honest hearts. I ijfiist here 
except one, two, three, fnur, five, six, of your Grignaris, 
.whom I love, esteem, and hon<»ur, each according to his 
particular rank and dignity. You have fruits there 
which I devour in imagination ; 1 hope to eat some of 
them next year, if i live ho long. What happiness, iny 
dearest child ! cruol as 'lime has been to me in many 
■respects, 1 cannot but love him, \vhei:> 1 think on the 
blessings lie is every day heaping on me. Pirscrvc 
^your health, ycjur beauty, and your allection, that my 
jc|y may be cpmplete. Ilovy deHgbte«l M. d’Aiulilli 
inust be to see M, de Pomponne ^become minister and 
secretary of* stute * ! Indeed the king merits great ap- 
plau.se for having made so excellent a choice ; he was 
in Sweden when Ins majesty thought of him, and gave 
him the post which was M. de LionneX and at the 
same time made him a presciit of a sum sufficient to de- 
fray the expenses^ attending the ciitraftpfk,inu> his new 
office. WluU great things^ will he not do in this place, 
and wllht a Satisfaction will it not b(‘ to all his friends ! 
You know how mv,cb I am interested in him ; and I do 
not know whether I may uot be tempted to write am 
ode on tlie occastoh in^ praUe of hfemaje^y.. Would 
not a word or two of congratulatioft* to ,thc father and 

* M. de PompOTiiie was ( aisidor, ^^weden. at the lie waa 
lY^nde serrc^ttiyof state for foui^ his place in 10/9, 

but thi* esteem of the puUii<', und even of hifig, etil) followed him. 
He gr-vo offence by someiimes prcfcniti^ to b^ia^. Ills great- 

est crime was liis liaucd of Louvois and the 
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^ come extremely well from yott, who a|rc sd^ much 
>n loved by the ftunily ? Bqt, my dear^ you must take 
tare of yourscU^ lest this fnght should have done any 
injury-. I think you are Dow m your seventh month. 

I tieiubW for yOh, and the more as it is a boy ; at leasts 
^ave promised me it shall bes do not now by 
y our neti[}igencc let it turn to a girl, I own to you# 
that 1 shall open your packet on Friday wrth great infH 
patience, and great emotion ; but my emotion is seldom^ 
aitcndtd AM*h any groat consequence ; a glass of water 
sots all to rights again. You seem to have* a taste for 
jNicule. I do not know whcie to look for another book 
of morality to fortify your heart ; and so must refer 
you to our ft tends the ancients. 1 am told that M. de 
Condom has lately published one *, wherein he assures 
us, that provided we have a firm belief in the holy mys- 
teries, It IS sulTicient ; and condemns all the sophistries 
about the Lord^s supper, which, he says, are the fruit- 
ful source of heresies. Nothing they say can be bet- 
ter written. This is just the thing you w^ant. 

La Mousse is already ptepaiiiig his answer to the One 
piece you are composing. Surely you are laughing at 
me wh(*n \ ou talk of my liberal presents ; is it to make 
me ashamed of myself? Alas, my dear, what trash hi 
comparison of what I would bestow ! I am delighted at 
Pomporme when I reflect, that i may perhaps be 
}ble to serve you tlnough him : but you want nothing 
‘'flfit M. de Gsigcuin and yourself, llaw^ver, we cogMh 
not have wished any one to have hetd the situatipn, 
who IS more tiuly our friend. M. de CouUiiges, who 
is going to see you, will tcH 3 ^ m what a handsome 
^maunc r the king confeircd tiic /? " bf. 


* An expodtlun of the csthoUc fslth* 
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10 HIE ‘SIME. 


* n^c Uotl «, W» drtcsAiv, S it Jf] 

Fam wicked to cUy# my cluiJ I am ^nat in the s in t 
liticnour ts when yon u-ed to &av, 1 ou arc lutke ' I Am 
Strydollatul apmtleas* I have not heud iruin }on: 

Oieat fi lendsinjis ^rone\Li it e?«ic anitxtnu It 
rams ; wc aie qwitr alone : in I wish yon a ph a- 
i^niei div than I am liktiy to ln\e What greatly 
peiplexei the abbf, La Mousse^ anil tlu rest ot inv 
party, is, iliat there is no remedy ioi the c\n4 1 want 
St to be Fiiday, that I may iuut a letter fiom yot, 
and It IS but Wednesday, This puaales t! ein : thvy 
4o not knoiv what to do for mo in this case; for 
tf, m the excess of their friendship^ they were to 
tnsute me it was Friday, that would be still worse; 
for I had not a letter iiom you then, 1 should 
fost to all reason. I am obhged to have pa** 
lilaiica ; though patience# you know, is a virtue that 1 
iso% imieb in thji habit of practising ; but 1 shall be 
easy belore Aiea days have passed 1 am very anxi- 
eua to know how you we aftei your iik.rm Thtse 
aiarms ait fliy uicr»! 0 !i; fui though 1 au not wuli 
child myself, tiny make me becomt so, that is, 
llfuittne in u goitdlMon that cnthcly de^.roys my hcaltli. 

niv doe^ net at pi i sent leich ^lO 

f^iWi am pti^uaded y<»u ha\e bten prudent enough 
to keep your bed, and that uul ha\o set all mattcia 
right again I>o n >t till me, that yon will not kt oic 
know anything about your health; that would make 
me despciate, and harm.' no longei anv confidincc in 
w hat \ ou 8 iy, I should be alw n :> m the w \ I m 1 1 
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•t |)i We arauiit inviijl (tiUttmit at a fmc dittany 

from each otherj and if cithor ofais had aipy thing upon 
^he mind that<r«K|uti^d immedtate relief, w^eliOMtdhava 
{di nty of tuna to hang otiiscdves in. 

ihoii/ii tt nace«'nry yesterday to take a smaH iwt 
oi nioi and I found myaoJf a gr^^at d^al the better 
ioi It ; and :>tiU mote ^ fui a hull ciltieiam ontheB^- 
luitce of llaane, t^hitU I thought ^eIy divonirtjf and 
Miqenious. It 1*^ by the author ^ of iheeX'^tphs, gnonxei* " 
aid ‘‘dlanundeis Iulk ^rc a few \tortU. which ate 
not nut to bo good as they should be, and even uube-* 

< j»u»ns( a man who knowa tlie worhl j these grate tho 
lai , but, as they ocedr only hr re and there, they ought 
II >t to piejudice us against the whole, which 1 assure 
you upon eaaminaiion I found a very weUavritten ert* 
tu]ue« As I fancied thU trine would Ware diverted you, 

I heartily wished you by my side m the closet, pro* 
tided you could refurn again to your iiiagnidcent 
castle as soon as Had lead it: and yet I own I 
siiould have felt some pain iti leitWig you go so soon > { 
know too well whgt the last pattuig cost mo i is wotdd 
partake of the liumouf 1 have just been cpmp|i||iniit|; of ; 

I caimot thmk pf ^ now witbout shpdds^iiig : bus 
you aie spfb fto6^ iMfi inconvenience. I hope this IrU 
,ter wyU find you ebseiful ; if so, I beg you will bdm W 
ilircctfy;, foi tt would be veiy e:!(ti aordmary if it ^bo^ 
bo agreeable to you^ "considering thdIioiHrid humoOy 
I wiite It ve^ happy Rtt thid <kisdj^utor ifafti 

do no? answer his kHtCr to*day. 

I ln\e a greet tool tnmion to a^k youaihoutand c|bi^«! 
^ lions by way of fiiiishin^ mance worthily^ 

Have you many grfrpes ? you tell me Only of figs. || ; 
the sMathcr veiy hot ? you dp not say a word about il,' 


* Tut dlibt V il’ai , 4utlior of the f o«i j* clt CtilMlb. 
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Fave you such charming cattle aa we bare at Pans ' 
}Ias your aunt cPHarcouit hern with you long? Yon 
ace that> having lo^t ao many of youi letters^ I am (|uitc 
ignorant how matters stands and have entirely lost the 
thread of your discourse. Ah ! how I long to beat 
somebody I and how uauitli I should be oblige'^^'to*^ any 
Brcton« iliat would come and say something very sill}, 
to put me in a passion I You told me the other day, that 
^ you were glad Iwas returned to my solitude, that I 
might think of you. Vciy pi city that ! as if I did not 
think sudicietUly of you in ever) other place. Fare- 
well, my dear: this is the best pait oPniy letter. 1 fi- 
nish, because I think I talk foolishly t and 1 must pie- 
lerve my credit. 


LETTER CXXXVL 

TO THE SAME. 

Tlie Rocks, Sunday, Srpf ao, 1^71, 

It was not without reason, niy dear child, that } ou weic 
concerned at Ihu illness uf the pour chevahtr de liuous : 
it was of an extraordinary natuie. I took a fancy to 
him at Paris, and am theieforc the moie inclined to be- 
lieve the fine things you ba\ of him. Rut what I think 
the most extraordinary, is his exti erne (t*ar of death. 
Ills situation, as you desenbe it lo me, furnishes an ai^-*J 
tnirablc subject for reflection. It is ceftJhb that at Miat 
awful peiiod we shall have much to iTpcnt; this will 
occasion us untasiness and despair; we shall then wish 
oui 'll Ives iiv po*ise«sioii of the liuic which wo now wish 
to pass so rapuJl) away ; and would willmcrly gi'e up 
exrv th»ng, for a single day that we now lo-cwith 
indifieienr c>. bnrii aie my racditaiions in the mall jou 
aie so well ac^ju iinied wiili. The Chr stian system of 



U an excell<;nt remedy against all evilf; Juit 
1 would have it truly Christian, otherwise it is chfipty 
and unprufitalilc* l«a 'Mousse tbinkf 1 sometimes rca« 
son pretty well on this subject; but then a breath of 
air, 01 tln^ dancing of a sun-bcain, dissipates the reflec* 
*'falie night. We sometimes talk of the opinion 
of Otigen/and comparg it \\ itli our own ; and you would 
liave no easy ta^tlr to persuade us of the belief of an 
etcrniiy of punishniftnts, unless submission to you 
should induce us lo \u Id. 

I am glad ^’ou aie pleaded with the liKain i nation : 
lliou£>h 1 am not so w*ell i»kttlc(l in these matters as 
youiself, I comrivetl to understand it, and thoiig;(il it an 
excellent piece. La ]Mi‘U‘»se is very pioud of having 
made sucdi an excellent stliol u of you f* 

I am sorry you are going (o leave Gnpnan : you had 
good company ihtre, a fine house, a charming prospect, 
and wholesome air : whereas \ou will now be trammed 
up in a little < lose tovrn where there may he many 
disorders, and a very bad air, and poor Coulanges b^** 
sides Will ijiLss }ou ; I really pity him; I think it is not 
his fortune to sic you atGrignan, but perhaps you will 
take him to the States with you ; but that wiU be v( ry 
difiemit, and you will certainly find this journey dis- 
agreeable in your present situation, and at this season of 
the year. When you are theic, you will see what sin- 
cerity thiu* in M. de^ Mai bcilles’s protestations ; for 
rv^p'iit, I t hink ^ him very deceitful, and very illiberal. 
U'ae a*«uianccs of friendship 1 have sent him on my 
side, aie nearly in the same style ; he promises you his 

• * IZvami nation of Ansioile'n Philosopliy Kcason, Sec die 

Mtnc '■mi n, \r»). n. page ‘271, tL<* Pam c uicn of 171 j. 

I In tlu philosopU} of De-cancs. 

♦ I^imbpfcc, A snaU lo.vu in Pio cner, d < scat of the assembly of 
d.t itutfs of the irouncc. 
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conditionally ; ond I oiattre.bhn of my friend- 
ship conclttionally too, telling bim^ tbat I make not the 
leait dooht of your always hiding fresh subject of ob- 
ligation to him. ‘ - 

M» deXavavditi came here m Ws way fr<m Kenises 
last Thorsduy nigh(t> an^gave me O’ foil acconi^f ms 
magnificent reeeption thr*re : he teok the Ot^tlis to the 
parliament^ and made a very handa^^e speech on the 
occaaioi). I earned him back to Vitre the morn- 

■ ing, to resume his own carria.iro, and make the best of 
his way to Paris. 

The bishop of L4on has been at the point rtf deatli at 
Vitre, with a deliriupn, which rendered him very little 
difRTent from Marphisc * ^ he is now oiU of' danger. I 
shall stay here till the end of Novert*brr,'1hen J shall 
go and fetch my Htfle heart, anil carry her home with 
me I and in llie spring, to Provence, if God spares our 
lives* TIic abbewi^bes it, that he may accompany me 
and bring you back with oe; 3 'ou will then have been 
long enough in Florence. should never, however, 
Imikl too mocli upon any thing, for we ho'irly iiicet 
with disappoimments in great 'thin‘;s as well as in those 
of less important*. But w hat is to be done ? vve siiould 
hare this moral always in ttie band, like asmeUing-bot- 
tle to the nose, to keep us irotn famting. I declare to 
you, my dear child, tliat my heart makcb me suflftT c^x- 

■ trcmely : my mind and disposition tieat me mus^li 

better. ^ . 

It i% to be sure, admirable in you to talk of drawing 
pictures of me, at the beauty of which even you your- 
self are siirpiised.! Do you know that you reduce me 
to the lowest standard of mediocrity when you cstimalh 


* Madame dt* Sf?\i*>inS's little bil/'h, aceonlinf' to 

nbose philusopli) the bhhop followed, i o more than a niath'iUf . 
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m h\ Nour exagg^ratrf natJoWi ? Thfc poay, 

«ia\oui a little of fora corrtpllmeiit ; but it U 

tt lie nevertbelf$9> »o tio mor« af thaU 1 laughed heat t« 
j|^ at \oui stofv of Caffienirtw \ whoni you ala*ay* 
lock up u'hen }ou have atiy thing to do, ptnuading hltife>^ 
'1 u aiU^ h 8 nestn f . The description of your ia^ 
d with tlivir titrsel dfe^sc<«, is txoulientf bht what 
lionul (atvs I I tKJ'ei met with mkH in my lift* Ikrwr ^ 
ph isiiig nmi lo^olv dots vours appear, in y/wr plain 
uul simple (lies< * Ah < would I could behold it, amf 
' o\ 'r It with ihy kiv cs. Fot HeavOftV sake, my child, 
t ike care of yoUiselt, find above all things «\oid frights* 

1 ( innot aj»pro\ethis jomnev ol youis, just at Uns time, 

I bc^cccli lieaveii to leskoK the p^>or che\alier de 
Buons. My service to the good-for-itoiljings. You 
< 0 lid not have gnen me a nisignilicant idea of 

tlu pli • r hold in M, dc GiignanS htaii, than in tell- 
ing me, OiiAt I possess alt tint remaihs imorcupicd by 
VO I I must be of a \6ry easy disposition to he satis- 
bed With this. Do voU know, the Ling has uteiVtd M. 

I r Audi ill > ou or I Nhould hwe done ^ Bia\o! Lut 
Us n \v 1(11 M. de Pompon ic to cstabi di hbiiscir lu 
Ills g'oiious pi uc. 


. LLrrell LXXXMI, 

^ Tta 's"»a s\M£. 

• TIk itucks, Wt*diieii4aj^ Sfpt aa, I 671 

V, I I ^g-iin, my deal child, the mo«t hoi 1 id wxathtM^ 
^ oM V iM imi^ino. It has bc<n oni. coutiniud slonii for 
tLt-.t fo’n d)\s past, kll our walks aie undci water; 

■♦■III hc^li ( j r r , 1 (r> tr iM '•orrip mm 

•f* All iji 1 IIS 1 tt 1 1 lu tOTii n all hjt countries. 
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119 fuel) O^r masons and 

€ttr|»eitt«ra lce 6 |»«< 2 l<Me wilfaiii" dooHi W I detest 
this^countryj, and atn for your 

suu^shrne* Whjie'ycns, is! 1 IR 1 te much for my 

r^. WoJarc loib rIAi, * . a» • 

Dio poor abbe <«f Moxittgbi, biahi^ of Leon/iS at 

hi^oeia otnw I balieve, to-day for a" more plea-'^ 
sant Oc^UMry-ihan thfa : m a word» aA|r Mtving been 
tfin^s bandied between life aftd deaths an in- 
Cr^e of hm bis at l^gth decided iit favour of tlie 
Hfter : be is undbrtio oonc^n about 1%, for he ia pei - 
fcctly deUnonit; bat it is a gteat shock to his brother 
^e advocato-goncrai *4 We often weep fSgether, for I 
IliOlMitantly Viwt Uimp and am indeed his only cotnforl : 
it IS on such occasions these tliat we should exert 
ouraelve<i. 1 am^ at present reading in my chamber, 
without dafing to ^cw my face out of doors: my heart, 
however, is at ease, in the belief that you are well, and 
that makes me pirpof against Ifimpesb ; for ine faa\e no- 
thing ehe here : were it not for Cbe repose in which my 
linart indulges, I should not very patiently submit to 
the affronts I have received from this month of Septem- 
ber : at this time of the year, and in the midst of all 
one's wfirkmen, it is downright treachery. Oh I I could 
make h fine noise ! ego, 

I elMl go on with !KiiBole, wHe delights me ; I have 
not yet met with any^essona against rain ; but expect 
to find some in eveiy page, for nothing ki>/.a/iung ; and 
that conformity will of God, which he <so adini- 

r&Biy Inculcates, whfild be suf]|d|^i to make me easy 
on this head, did 1 not stand in heed of a specific. In 
short, 1 think it an excellent book : no one has as yet 
come up to these authors, for 1 give Pascal ciedit for 


* To thi parUaineut of Rennes. 
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ouraelvea ^ 

heait> j^4.1 m^iutain that 

there 1^' 

"^ric and vanity IwanaR heart, which is' 
bat wind: a better if you"* can, |^|lin meati 

while 1 will* *^y perusal of tlie book. Vj[« arii 
likewise rea4ing^the history of France, from the 
of king John : *'l wish to be as 'well acquainted 
history of my own country as 1 arn with th^it of Bonier 
where 1 have neither relations nor friends : here we find 
names famiUjar to us ; and while we can get books, we 
arc in no danger of hanging ourselves. You may easily 
suppose thakt, as long as 1 hold in tliis humour, 1 cannot 
fail of being very agreesd>le to La Mousse* For our 
devotions, w'e have the collection of letters of M. do 
St. Cy ran j M. d'Andilli will send ihem to you, and yon 
will find them admirable. Is not this, my dear child, 
in the language of a true recluse ? . 

I am told that M^damo dc Vernueil is very ill. Thi^ 
king talk^ a whole hour with this worthy d’Andilli in 
as free, as gracious,,, and as pleasant a manner as ]H>ssi- 
ble : he took ..pains to show himself to the good old 
man, obtain li is just admiration : -^hc expressed greats 

plaasrw in having made, choice of ,M, de Pomponne'; 
adding, that^;be expected his arrival' with impatience, 
and care of his fortune upon himself, a# 

he knew he was not very rich. . lid told d’Andilli, 
it was downright in him to nientloh in ll>e 

face to his Joseph> *j%hty years of age ; it 

vfas a perfect sin ; in shprt,' they were very gay, and 
• witty. His majesty ssdd besides, that he must not ex'^ 
pect he w ould buffer him to remain shut up in his de« 
sert, for he should very frec^uently send for him to court# 

VOL, I. p , 
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who had m«n^ M|NN4ilA^^ UMMir ittaMH- 

ous. WheA the goed Mt^ 

Iity and attachsleiie^ die fciHg mk he Ind Mt 

dd ieasi devtt of tt^ Air he who hhf God «re!!, 

demid not fldt of ieiVing Ids kilig wWlihe. In shof^ u 
vras a moat eictfierdinaiy ititcrview. Hia Oicjesty tinck 
ttfe to liavc hiB dinner bent from hii o#n table ; ahd 
Ordered one of his own coachee to tiihe him an airing. 
ICtt talked of him the whole day with l^e ^eatest ad« 
Ihiratioa. As for M. d'Aticlilli, he was so transpmted^ 
fliat he cried out erery moment^ I must bumble my- 
finding how much he »tood m need of it. You 
may guess the pleasure this has given me« and the in- 
terest I take in it I tstsh tny letters may efiird you as 
much pleasum as youis give me. 

LETTER CXXXVIIL 

TO THE S\ME. 

*< 

The Eix1n> 6uii|ity> Ssipi. Vt i67i* 
Watu vny dear cht]d« he It m ; Wo witf say no more ot 
the loss of our letters; it is^ indoed>'^a disagreeable and 
tiieaome subject;* ) can now easily dispense with it, as 
have, thank €kA this month past, received thc-m 
as regtiia^y aa l^fduid desire ; and yow Aiay write a 
litde mdre j|bely to me than 10 the auo has pil- 
tbeiiii atid widt whom y««|^ Jdwa;ys thbik*'you are 
^^Hrveritng when you irt^ Iw Jfewever, you were 
determined to let tllil^'lWfwVe me ; you do 

imt qkiceal your aSbcttoA, ^and seCm to speak of it as a 
tkitlg you wish all the world to know. What you say 
to toe on that subject fills my heart ; yes, 1 own tba|i^, 
tbOliero youi that this belief is the gieatestjOy and cooi ^ 

i V f 
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fort of my pA 

itic «;( 
that jw an 
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f aiti^fAinam v>8«v 
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't:aa; hut I «|ij^m;MfiMt^lNh«# nahipaaalah.llh'ayiif I 
di^iiattahagNrittj^aniito^hit ') 

1 aiil>l(|kSHm«dfj» fiaA you ham aoinSJab)* f sHU!r>m> 
la*r, who aervQi^ a oMapanioa and oomf^ lo you* 
It M what I a|n«oatiQaa% wiahhig hr tm ana 

in tba woriAlpi more need of an agfwHlhhi jpoai|iinioia 
than fiimru ; othemthnyoa hhtym ywt* mind 011 y«« 
make youemif >ft : you do nc^, aaa«m y^maoil with 
triftea ; hot if left alone your mhftUnf&eia aid of ^ 
deepest aoi molt melancholy cast/ ft hi hagMwublh to 
be more delighted than 1 am with ^ (iraise you be> 
stow on this new fhend : J k ^tnad. de Rochc'^ 

bonne, who takes very much ttftiiiNhi|^Ooadp>tQr, in h|i 
wit, htitnonr, apd pihaWhtQl^ ^ fffOh wittmiin hei my 
compliments bOfbMhaiidri altiBiMi,(d>tigod to you. 

M. de Pampwuw U now h^j^'miviabla ahsuation. 
You expreift youneifmi^ iqQnmilbty opon die tutyect. 
1 am goifig %#riie gooi * 1 

already told ^ l|bm dMit % ^It'air. He liae 
writhm twam t ww i i nce his recepthm by 

the MNl. aad 1 fe»ifeiiu(wered ' ' 

tells me tiSbee » AcdMlpg 

that my 

of ail tiwtwtii ^.1 
which nnmy ' 

« miraculiMtli 
change has bapphna 


J»d%. 

nitcb as ngr 
to,fnd hod th aap 
Mirt MhAin^ 

■ to htf Mn^ yean ti 
bear. %ithert,itil 
Another aurprina^ 
tsoicho, who la ro* 


« Mom. d’AndUUy who wm the Chther of monss de Fonp^pine 
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turned fft)m banishments but I am taking tVHiufjne- 
vill'e’s business out of his hands; he has been for a foru 
iii^iit by the marshal de firatnont’s ^ bedside, and has, 
without doubt, told yon every thing, Srid of thi* king’s 
visit to him five or six days ago. I.flincy it, will not be 
long before Vardes rtca ives the same favour as tin* 
count. 1 tiiink their inisfortunfs are pretty much 
alike i ; but 1 must learn ft orn you what is thought of 
this affair in your country. / enclose a Iciun- to your 
bishop, read it ; you wdll judge better than J, if it is to 
the purpose ; 1 think it n(3t bad ; init I am not the pro- 
per judge. You know I write olf-ljund, ^o that my let- 
ters are very careless ; hut it i.s my stylt , and. pc'i haps, 
inav have as much olftet as a more slndied one. in 
were within . reach of consul) ing yon, you^ know what 
delcn ncc I should pay to your opinion, and how often 
I have improved b}' it : but we arc at the two e\trcini- 
tics of France, so that there is no tcftouice left but to 
see if iny letter will do or not, and accordingly to deli- 
vt r it or burn it as you think fit. I am of your opinion 
as to the dates, and 1 think it shows a fi^lencss to be 
chvmging every day; if the twenty-sixth or the si;j( cntli 
will do, V hy change it ? Ther^* is cvi n something \i\ it 
ilisobligir.g to those who informed us qf it. A luaif of 
honour and integrity t^lls i;s‘ a jthing plainly and 
truly as it is, and we hi lieve hitn fora day; the lu vt 
day anoiher person tells us a dlfifereiit story, and we 

believe liim : wtc iuo always on the side ’ Iio 

*■ * 1 .** 

speuk last; this is the way to create as many imcmieik 
as there are days in the. year. " .Ik> not therefore act in 
this manner ; but keep to tbe'^iweniy^isixth, or to the 

♦ Tlje faOier of the count dc CuieW - ' 

-f* The count de Guichc and the inarqnis de Verdes u er»’ ho<h ti.v- 
n’tshed about the same fuiic; but the lauejc was not die 

wcaa, ^ 
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sixteenth, fvhen you find it riglst,:iwwl do npt follow jny 
ft 'sample, and that of a bad worlds to follow tlio tirms, 
and ciiaiif^e with them ; keep your grouiul, and be as- 
■Miroii that 1 am so far from dc^^iring to subject you to 
niy caleiular^ that I will very readily o^oiforui to yours; 

I leave tiie co.nljutDr, or lOad. do Koclii Lonne, Jttdge 
«r I aoi uot io Mje right, I \\a?it much to know if you 
haye scnij)<u»r Cou lunges ; it is a hard thing for him 
to ha\c been at the pain?* of going so far, logel a sight 
f-! you, then pi.'jip; to inUs .steiog you atrur all. 
iHe poor bishop of Leon has continued in agonies evir 
^..lce I wrote you word that he was dying; he is, if 
p )ssibie, worse, arid will soon know better than yon, 
whether matter can reason or not. The death of this 
poor little bishop will be u great Ions to the world. Ilti 
had, as our friends say, a brilUant turn for philosophy ; 
sf> have you : your letters arc ttiy hi**. 1 shull not n il 

you half, nor the fourth part, of theaHectioa I have for 
you. 


LirrTKR CXXXIX. 

TO TJin SAME. 

The Roelt-, tVefhir*;fl;ty, .St'jjf. 30, I 67 I. 
I^iiELiEVE the hemic opinion is now the most a^eriaui* 
fcl. He understands the subject cbnipletely, can Udl 
wlicthef urefuer reasons or not, what kind of intelligence 
tiod hfts given to the brute ert^ation, with other subjects 
that occupied his thoughts, ‘ You may perceive by this 
that I suppose hWin iwsaten, Oc/te s/^ero*/ he died on 
•.Monday morning v 1 was then at Vitre and saw him, 
but 1 wish I had not seen him : his brother .seems in* 
consolable : I invited him to my w oods, that .ho might 


* O, jb<m' 1 w'mh it ! 
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flict^ to seek c<medaUofi« / pcK»r was only 

five and thirty years of for, 

and' had an admirable j^^io ^ ^c|r^e; this yfa» in 
fact t^e cause of hisdeat£^ aslt urji^eif PdscaPs; he 
bims^f out with study.. liTou are not uduch interested 
in this detail ; but it js the news of the {daoe^ and you 
inustr tHentfore bear wkh it: d^th^iil^y i^fiinn, istiie 
concern of every bne:i auid its consoqui^ces strike home 
to our bosoms. 

I read M. Nicole wjt£ a de|^ of pleasure that lifts 
me abO^e tbe ehrih : 1 am particolarly charmed with 
his third treatise, on the means Of pi^servtng peace Ond 
harmony aihong mankind : read it, i beseech yod, and 
with attention^ you will see how clearly he developes 
the intricacies of the human heart, in which every sect 
is alike included, philosophers, Jansenists, Molintsts, in 
short, all mankiinr: this may tn^y he called searching 
to the bbitorn of the heart with a lantern : he disco- 
vers to us st^sations that we fesel d|^,^ut which we 
have neither t;he wit to coniprehend,^ov the sincerity 
to acknowle||ge ; in a word, 1 never read any thing like 
it, except Kstjal. Were it not for the amusement of 
our bbokij'we should be moped to death 'for want of 
dmpWyihent. It rains incessaailyv.. ^ ®iecd say no 
vp^e to mtdm ,yoncmye how dull our situation is. 
'TW you who injoy W #anifemo whidfi is, so much 
j?h}ci't of my envy, how- do 1 pity you to pe‘ torn from 
"’GrtgnanVWhtfe weather J« delightml, in the'^middle 
of autumn, aud from an s^ and. ail this 

to be ^ut np'.in a little clirty %bw|i] cannot bear 
idel^ Oould'Uot.M. de pi^gnan.hiyb por^fijthe aa^i 
Illy a'Sldoj^Piger? is tio" noT; hjS^dr ^,this respect? 
Sind pom* Cbutaliges, what wjH^lb^^ufoedf fittr " Our re- 
cluse mode of life has so turi^^our brains, that wc 
make ot .^seciuencq frery . — 
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mg and answering uin^ntf i^ine ponion nf our 

time indeed ; iMit we hate alwaya^eifongh Utik Upon our 
hands. You olir ntdid proud by the kind tfaiags 
you say of him ip youl* leiter^it I am <vuti>fl^d uUh hiip 
on your account. Ai for Ia Mou^^r, he catacbtaea 
Sundays and holidaya ; he ii resolved to go to t^aveU. 
1 tell him it is only out of curiosity, to see whether the 
sun 13 a heap ofHost^ continually in motiont or n globe 
of fire. The other day be assembled all the chiidren 
of the village about litni^ and was cateclii$itig them ; 
but alter aeveraT questlonei they had so xunfouiukd 
things, that when he asked them who the Blessed \'ii- 
gin wa8> they all with one accord answered* the Creator 
of heaven and earth : his faitli was not shaken by the 
children ; but finding the men and women* and even 
the old people* all m the same story* be began to doubt 
and at length joined in the opinion: in shoir* he did not 
know wiiat he was afifSH i uiid if 1 bad not luckily cones 
to his aid* he would never have got out of the scrape. 
This new opudOn wogld certainly have been {Woductive 
of more mischief than that of the motion «f atoCN*. 
) arewcU, my dear child# you see we tickle pufwdees in 
order to l^|i : so so W eu ebb aio we induced. 

tSHTTBH CXL. 

TO Tmssaim. 

The Hodn* Sanday* Oiiwhtr 4 , 1 « 7 1 . 

So you arc at latt goMG yGur assembly. I ii^d you in 
my last how wrong { thoagN it m M. de CHguan, la 
oiitrive Its ineetipg just at this time* to deprive you of 
the pleasures of the cgmitfy* and the goocl society you 
had there. You have Jefi poor ( oulanges tod; he wrote 
to me from Lyons j be fsfuH of complamtf p/t his dis- 
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appoiiftmerit, and diink^ of notinng but icturning 
Par 1 ^; that IS, to Autij^ which he would uevei ha\e 
quilted, l)ut foi the I ope of 'jeeingytm : all the coniioit 
be has nov' hi s * talking of you lo the chamann ^ 
Uochc hoiiiiej \ ho s mvet silent on youi peii^cuoris. 
1( I did not th nu il dK tilou^ to kciid } ou all the letUrs 

I receiie^ I would luxe cii ^ id h)a> together witii our 
iiom the^oiint Je* Cbapc Ik? . but you hate ihc answet 

'^to It, which will be siiftnient, w»th two olhii's I send 
vou, om from M leCunus, and ^hi oihci lioni M de 

II illoul^ [ think, in oidci to give \ ou time lo icad all 
liiLse, 1 oiiuht^ in common cixd i \ , to put an end to iny 
own hut I wTdh fiist to know, it \oa did not 1 lugh at 
vvv blmidii at \ i , m di siring the cjtnMtnian ot Lowei 
Ihitany to get Oi nir rtadv is soon as possible: did it 
not put }ou in nrnud ol i simd ii one at Mcrci, when I 
desiied a ck k to one < i the kni^k seen tar ns to set my 
sleex ( s right foi tne ^ Wli u vou observe about the sun 
and the inonn, with ugiid to M de Chauliu s ind M. 
de Lavardm, is v« i^ J^ood, foi youiself, you aie always 
above the hoiuon It i? tiue, my child, \oii are 
never at rest, you aie alw \ys in motion, and 1 tieinble 
fiometifnes when I ihink on your situation, and how 
muck your spirits e\ci.id ^oui strength. 1 agice with 
you, that when yon would wish to be still, it will no 
longer he m youi poxxer, and tOxit ^ou xxdl have no u -* 
SOWlTce tar i^our latt fatigues. Ihis idea oceuj le^ me in- 
cessantly and pitnhdl> , (oi, in ^hoit, it is n^ inc 
step but the last, it is bieacli upon briaeh div^shpoii 
ah}ss. The abbe and i olteo talk upem tit subject, 
though we knoxv hltlc about it : but wc tan judiit how 
far It may exUnI; this is wenhv yoiir aittniioa, foi 
It is not a tnllmg loss tint i*> at stake. \\ i in i\ walk a 
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great fray even wht^ii we are ttred» as the fajr»ng i» 1 
but when our legf a»c broktn» we cannot wa)lv*a« alh 
1 hope vott will leflict upon ihis aii<l consult the coad'* 
jutoi, uhoif very capable of gning \ou piopera<!vice j 
for he i$^a man of e\i ellent uhtUist mibng/ of fine 
an { po'tsessca a gieatneas of aon) worthy the iiatne he 
heirs, an<l all these are retpHsiic to decide pmpeHy in an 
alfair of thi<» nature Our abhe is gl ui you da not de- 
spise Ills counsel $ he only destres life and health tr% 
adv <!f wirh >oo in ptraon This letter nu> not, pet* 
haps, b( a « ( able one ^ i>ut, my dt^ai child, ^ve 

must son times ii\( \tnt to things of impottaitce that 
han,^ upon the hcait besides, you know, as lomc said 
to you ill i sf n^»' “ INIuih w not (or eveiy houi/* lar 
fiom It, h vu\cf, tdi< c in and do not give into low- 
ness of spiifts, think of i ithmg hm \tMtrh6aIth, ifyoti 
line in\ k giid lor mine, am) bt issurtd, that all soon 
IS I n ill )M at 1 isiti, I shall think only of cokiiiug to 
sef }ou, uid doiii^; all ti it lies in ujy povier to render 
AOU 1 M Mini with rm ft sihh What sij s Adbemar to 
tin ictum oi count de OuicIk ? 


LFfTKll C\U. 

10 rUE S\ME. 

^ ckt, V\ 1 1 its I O hil 

\'^ Vuow I ani am i> s a little opiiiionaitd uilh respect 
*() I reading; so thit it is foi ihc interest of those 1 
con\nst With, that 1 shouM leul none but tlx bt r 
liooks 1 can think of noth uj at present hut M« 
cote’s Mn d lb Itdioiis llis ticatise on tbe jnci^tm of 
presernug peace among 4avii| del igh s me 1 j cermet 

th an} thing so truly practical, so lull of fne and 

F 6 
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ff you have not yet read it, 1 l>eg you will* 

If you h«ivo read h, read it a^ain with additional alien- 
tioH ; for my part, 1 tliink all mankind are included in it. 

1 am persuaded it uas made ioi me, and hu|>o to piofit 
by it; at lea^ 1 &liall endeavour to do so. You know 
I could never bear to hear the old $ay> I am too old 
to mend: 1 could much sooner pardon the young for 
saying, I am too young. Youth is in itself so amiable* 
♦bat were the soul as perfect as the body, wc could not 
forbear adoring it ; but i^lien youth is past, it tlien 
tve ought to think of improvements, ami endeavour to 
supply the loss of personal chamw by the giaces «nnd 
perfe<'tions of the mind. 1 h?ie long made this the 
suhjLCt of meditation, and am detiimimd to w<tik every 
dgy at my mihd, my soul, mv hcarf,. and m v s< niiineuts. 

I am full of, this at ))resent, ami tlu k foie fill my letter 
with it^ Jtaving besides nothing <if gieatei const (]uciice 
to tell you.'' 

1 suppose you are at Lamlx sc ; bbt 1 cannot see you 
clearly from hence: then is a mist ^bout in\ imagi- 
nation, that conceals you from my aighib I had fotmed 
an idea of Grigni\p, 1 saw your apartment, used to walk 
upon y*our terraipe, and went to mass at your beautiful 
church ; but now 1 am quite at a loss : 1, wait, with 
great impatience, for intelligence from your new qnar- 
iers. 1 will write no more to-day, though 1 have ^ 
gpl^t deal of time upon my hatuK ; for 1 have nothing 
but trifles to tell yon, which would be an afftojUJi-jahe 
lady-litutenant of a province, who is holding the .l^ta^cs, 
and, cou«<.qoently, has weighty aflairs upon hoi iinnds; 
it may do well enough w hen yoU are in your little palace 
of Apollo. Our abbe and our La Mou'^^g are very.much , 
^ours; ami ], m\ dear chud, need 1 tel) 3 k>u what 1 
am, or what you are to The count de Guiche is 
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at court so singular In his air and mai>ner* tiiat hfii is 
^uite the hero of a romance, and ^icarcely 
rest at least so they tell me. 


LETTSit CXLII. 

TO THb'saME. 

The Rocks, 3uDdsy» .October llj Wl< 
You were sorry to leave rignan ; well you might.: 1 
have been aluiost as grieved for j|e8 y<ll%.and felt yoiir 
removal twenty leagues failher off, at I should 
change of climate. Nothing can comfort me but (he 
safety you will be in at Aix in regard to your he»lth* •' 
Y"ou will !)e-in about the close of the present year. My c 
days arc all employed tii thitlhing on t hosh I passed W'itb 
you Iasi year. • Certainly no one can hs^ve unde, more 
of the time th?m you have done ; but if> after this ly** 
ing'in, M. de Grignm does not allow you rest^^as 'to 
would to a piiece of ^pod ground, I shall be so far from 
believing m hi%>S^i<in for y|ou, that I shall imagine, 
on the contrary, be .wtshei4& get rid, of yop. How. is 
it possible you can bear up' agaiiKt such repeated ft- 
tigues? Your youth and beauty will bc^h be destroyed* 
Jn short, i expect this proof of his tenderneiis 
^plaisance far you. I will not have you wdth e^d^wheifr ^ 
I come: 1 shall want you to walk about with. the 
fieht-, as, you firomised, and to eat '^()l!K• of thbsa detl- 
ciou| giapcbwith me without being un(:>>r appreheasiems 
of the colic. \We think jof nothing else but obr jour- 
ney ; athi if our abhe jpatr be of any service to you, he 
will have gained the sudimit of his a«libtCioii» ^Oo 
wish us to be wdth you^; there wanted not that to mOke 
us fly to you: Wo sha^l tef^TO the^Rocks the fatter end 
of next month : that seems to me the first step towards 
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you. I fcej real joy in the lhol!c^i^ an?! that joy wiH 
be increased, wlvcn 1 htMr ..if aitivod at Aix in 
good liealtb. • I cwnnot ihink it pnideut in you to have 
taken this jounify to in ) nnr m vtiiili nionih. 

Bwt what folJy in tlnist* |>toplc tn call thfin^t lves mon^ 
sieur and wadame de Or. trndn,^ and thf cht'vaLcr de 
gnan*, and to think ol' peyini; their res^jccth to you ! 
\Vh<» are tliese (irignan.s? Why are yon not f^oie in your 
^kind? Your scorpion* terrify me; for J suppose iln ir 
bite to be mortal. As you have building.N construcied 
to guard you agalns^he heat, yo»i are not surely 
without oil of scorpion^ to ?;crve as a c ounter- poison. 

I know Pi’overice only by its po-een ; abates, its orange- 
trees, and its jessamine ; for thus st ^eribcnl to us: 
for our own counfiy* chesnnts are the gic aicst orna- 
ments we boast, 'riie other day I v^as suriounded by 
four or five large baskets full of them; some 1 b"lh»d, 
some I roasted, and with others fdletl my pockets: they 
-are served up at table, and the y arc trodden underfoot: 
ttifs is Britaiiy in all its giovy. 

Monsieur d’L'.sez is at his abbey near Angers. He has 
sent an express, fo let me know that he iuieiids to p.ay 
me a visit : I do not believe a word of it. He says you 
are adin-abie, and arc accordingly adored by all the 
Gvfgnans > that I most finnly believe : yoivare as much, 
so here; no ofience to axty ('nc, i\Iy uncle thinks of^ 
you josL as J c< u’ul wish him to do: (iod preserve him 
tO^Us. La Mousse highly uppioxed yi.air Icttbig^’uur 
letter rest for a v. h-.le : tiKie nu^forming :i judgcpient 
of productio of ihis kind at first sight; he would 
ihciefore advist* y(*i3 t.' show it to sonu‘ of yonr fi lends, 
who will judge better of it than wr can do, and in the 


^ Tlieywrrr m ancient liouis? ictdcAl ai S:.Iom m Prove net, and 
1.1 yr. -he name of Oi'tpwn, 
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iflfiean, while lie rom^iTins wh(*l!y yours. I say" 

>^o our Crigniins ? You are very wicked to make iiietn . 
acquainted with my follies: it is impossible to bide them 
from you, who know iliem soivell; but for others, with 
whom 1 have my honour, and reputatioil to maintam, 

Adieu, my dear child, 1 commend iny life to 

vour care: you know the ^)«lv wa\ lo preserve it, 

. LETTOR CXLIIL 

TO THE SAMi:. 

Tlie Rocks>, VVoilitcitlay, October 14, J671. 

I AM going to let you into a little soerel: do not say a 
word of It to anjr one, 1 beseech yon, if you hu\c not 
been told of it already. Our poor d’llacqnevilU has 
so WQiriod himself in the service of his IVit nds, that be 
is fallen sick: some people will have ii Uiut, it is the 
smalUpox ; for he went cvciy day lo see M. di- C’d)®- 
vreuse, wdio lies ill of liie disorder; but this 1 <lo not 
believe. The truth of the nnKtcr is ibis: he Ij:is lead a 
letter sent him in an nnknowui liand, in wIj:c!i he is de- 
sired to give his atteiKnincc (or an iioui .it ;i c( innltiuion 
whicli was lo be held the next luornin;^'. ;.t (ludiM.d de 
Uetz's: every hour of the day i > lin n rnc. iimu d in the 
manner in which he gcnenilly uv d t<» eniplo^j them : he 
is dosired to o ■ at M. de firamoniN Ijy live o^Iqtk, to 
see a clysin' .idniinistcretl; then to take liis chariot and 
convey M. r to llie little Monaco's; then to sendt'; 

and inquire after the sevyral sick pt rson-, whose names 
are in a listencloised ; and tb<^ writei^hcgs of all ibings 
he will not omit being at iiiadumc de Clisson's m the 
evening, as she is extremely ill, being niotlu r-sic k. ’ 

♦ Hern-irkable for Lb great officiousacss and rcaJiii'.'s* »o s« /vf Ills 
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correspondence in Pio\fnce» and ali thi conntjits m 
£urop;ef is mentioned » and the whole (()iicludc<^ 
Doimez, domiet, vous nt micuA fain l^lup, 

ikept^ou cmiwtdo beiien In short, he has sh )\tn this 
letter about ^ith sin h vi xation, that 1 am appu nt n^ii e 
of itis increasing hia iescr. Do nut bring niy*i>ftint in 
question upon inv account;; you will }>ri bably heai the 
tircuinst'inci fioinotlui qu'iiKrs 

Iht 'ihU letu IS ^om Lick to Touriaine, not btin^j 
able to stay an} iongc i m Pans , and, for the s ike of a 
little change, in') t kuithc Rieheliius uith him in this 
second journe> Vnu would irTtaiuly be pioud. if you 
could believe it was u| n }our k count Pans had be- 
come insupportable to liini , but } on would be the only 
one that thought so Theit is % diMetonce m tlu Gra- 
mont fmiiH beiwnn th. two biotbcn^*: our friend 
trilacip \ lie deeply cngi^cd m it. liOa\igni has 
not ni(tu\ enough to puKinse his postf** 1 do not 
know whitlKi }uu have lieird these paitieulars fioin 
any oiiu i \h isou. I was ly m a little walk on 

the lilt i t tl nn wL cn v i vtiy shadj^; I thought 
It so hcai t i) h 1 I tmmedi it< Iv nad thib written upon 
one of lit int'* i di ) fat ran €$cf li d lttlo» 
^d fffi i (^it m d t of 001 n I spym^s dek^itt If JVJ de 
Coulaiij^is i'' still with 1 ruibriee iurii for me, and 
assuie ban tint 1 i n i m a pu.'istd with him. And the 
poor Gngii ais, nu il> v to have nothin^"' And you, 
0 (^y dear chi d, wo t* net one kind woid \)i you? 

* The « unfc Oi ke auu 1 1 , co at d* Louvi^iu, aftiruiBids %ukt 
ef Orun mt 

t Of cokiicl of tU l/tskh guudi. 
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LETlJja CXUV. 

TO Tlir SAVE. 

V 

, ^ ^i(piCi , Sundity^ r ip, 1 671 . 

1 CANNOT help laughing at your icka oi sending \our 
first letter to me to S4>iue othrr peraoii, that it inigbl 
not be lost. It puts xne in iiuiid of a Bit ton who 
desired she might have the pleadings that gaintd me a 
law»suai as the mfaliible means of gaming hers. 

You are at Lainbe'sc tlieiv m\ child* but with your 
size increased to your etiin I uin frightened at your 
Piovenct fashion: so th'*y rhiuk nothing of it* it seems* 
when there is only one child ai «i bnlh ; a girl would 
not daie coai|ilaii) of ho tiifling a c tre unistaiice* and 
the ma\ lied women of that countr> have geneially two or 
three at a time. I do not like your be mg bo uuniciise ; 
Jt must* at least* be very lioublosome to you. 

Attend* Mr. Count* it is to you 1 am now «>pfakitig; 
you shall meet wmi nothing hut ihuse fiorn mo for all 
your civilities : 3 ou ilolight so uniu h m youi own works* 
that instead of having pity oa niv pom ( h M* you do 
nothing hut laugh at ti<r; this plainlv siiows that yaa' 
do^uot know what it is to be e r c hiidic a but hear 
1 have sometliiii*T t^ls# to s,i3 lo \ n whii^li ts this: 
that if* after this Iioy* you do lu t %i«( Ik r d mtle f^> 
I shall not think ^ ou have the least f t dc ither for’baf 
or for me* and I will not rome to Pio\(n< i» yourswaU 
lows may twttici as long as they ptc i e* i shall U[Ot 
heed them: and more than that* J have to tell 
that 1 shall take yoar wt^ from you. I>o >ou tbialt 1 
gave hei to you tie killed ; toh ive her health* youth, 
and beauty, alt destroyed^; once '1 ms ib no jest; t shall 
€ud^ the favour of you on my knees* in proper time and 



B2$ 


u/rrmi op 


place: in llic mean lin.e you may admire my assurance, 
‘ in tlirj?ii\fning you wiili not coming to Piovence. 
sec l)y thi/, that your friend^bip and cuilitie*? are not 
lost upon rnr. Both the abbe and mv^t If arc jiersuadcd 
you uiil bt'Vglad to see us. We shall hrinj^ you La 
iVIousM*, who sends yo i hia^tbaoi:\ for j*”’* kind re- 
iiKiiiiirance; and pro\idet) 1 do not find this woman 
0 V(.rI.»>tlngly with trhikk you shall see if wc are not 
. persons of ouf word ; meanwhife be carefiil of her; and 
tiiind that she does not Ite-in at Lamb^. My dear 
count, farewell. 

Now, ray love, I return to you< and assure you that 
I greatly pity you. Pray ukc care not to liupin at 
Lambesc. .When you me past your eighth month, you 
have not an hour ct riam. You have M. ( oulanges 
with you liow. How happy is he in beholdini^ you! 
He did well to take courage, and you to press him to 
it : cmbiac(3 him for me, and all your Grignans like- 
wise ; for there is no refraining from loving them. IMy 
aunt tells me, that \our little girl piiiehcs just as you 
used to do: she a great logj.r : 1 long to see her. 
Alas! I shall stand m gri*i\t iietd of your black man to 
iake mo n Journey through the air; that by land is lior- 
riblc to think of. I am ahsoiiitcly afraid of being stir- 
. ti^unded in th:s place l)\ watei. Indeed, after seeing 
\yoa set out for ihuviMice tliroii-h mifathonnibie depths, 
I may think nothing iuipa<''iblo. 

But, to return to your sJory; 1 made a jl^st of La 
Mousse's, bui 1 do not do so by yours; for indeedjt is 
very well toll!, and so well, that ii made me sliudd^ r in 
roa^tng it; my heart flotleredj indeed it is the most 
exlraordinary ihing that catitbe. Bijt this Atiger- 1 have 
certainly seen, and shall take an ^iportunity of talking 
to him, and the person that this so naturally can 
certainiy be no other than a sylph. After the promise 



' ma, I do not <loul>t but ihrr^will l^jj 

^^■at il is 1 0 sliall bring you here. The 
'^v ortliy of being disputed j arid if 1 flo not see you' 
I shall fancy a vv ir li^ bioUen out 
i^^ngst*yoor champions. It wiil i.c a w.u- vrry 
rdundetl^ ami, if 8^ »phs could die, they coniJ ium die 
on a more noble occasion. *In .short, my dear, I giyc 
you many thanks for your agreeable m^hxtvtr of relating, 
this original story : it the hrst of the kind tha\ 1 \voul^‘’ 
answer for i!*c truth of. , «* ' 

is someihing very droll in the |>rctendctl mr* 
racles of your hermit ; .but if he beheves the truth of 
them himself, I am much mistaken. ]\L dc CJrignan tS" 
^ery riglit to give him a lecture nuvv and ilicn, or hU 
vanity nfight kad him from the nfukt of his desert into 
the midst of purgatory. A fine jaunt truly ! If he is 
hound no hiriher, he need not he at so much patn.s : 
tliere are a great many roads thithcF. 1 sljall be in great 
h'lU' fur his salvation, till 1 urn a.-.hiJred by you that it 
is .secure. 1 can give credit to you ; fui I know that 
3 <m arc not to be imposed upon l>y appearances. God 
is alt -powerful ; no one doubts it : hut we in no wia0 
merit that he shoulil make his |amtr Knoivn to us. 

I am very glad M. de Grignan made hu good u sf>eech; 
this must be pleasant to him ; others art out of the cjuCf- 
o tion. M. de Chauhies spoke very w< ll Iwaj a little 
heavily, but that was not amiss in a governor. iVI. La- 
vaniui has a happy' way of expressing himself. 1 havusl 
. tuh^Corbinelli that his packet must certainly have beebe 
lost with the lelter-s 1 so deeply regret. Adieu,- niy 
dear child ; 1 love you so passionately, that 1 hide a 
great part of my fee, not to oj>press y ou with it. I 
thank you for yotir'^cares, your affection, and your letr 
ters : my life bangs on these. 
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LETTER CXLV, 

TO TCrt PAW* 

TbeBotki^ WA4iw!id«7»OetQto le^i. 
Koor 1 ftel itio iri^gitt^ yotir bnrdtei^ oiy jjoar child ! 
|lo mut ore tLs only one the^ k in deitgotr 

e( heioig efaiidi^ : if I y^^re with you# ihe interertl 
li«%e ifeiL yoor heoUh would make nae very skilful in what 
letatea to you. The advice I have given Deville’s wife 
wfli make mad. Moreau fancy that 1 must haie had 
Idiildreat indeed I have learned a ^reat deal withm 
these three years. I must own that^ at first, modesty, 
and the natural prudukum of a long widowhood, had 
left me in profound ifitiitewce; hut, when it is neces* 
sary^ 1 become the muiron in an instant. 

Oiulaoges is with you still; be must have contri* 
huUd greatly to raise your spirits ; but when you re* 
ceive this Uttei, you wtU have lost him. 1 shall love him 
asking as 1 live foi bis courage m going so far as Lambesc 
In see yuu. 1 want sadly to hear someibgig about that 
country. 1 am wearied to death with thocoutinual re* 
petition of ihe same thing over and over agam from 
JParis, especially the marnage of Monsieur; it drives me 
ahnost mad; and, what is worse than all, those wlm • 
pmter wrote to me before, begin now, unlbrtunateh , 
Ipiroiiie themselves, that 1 niii^Ut not he ignorant of this 
nswa. I have just written to the abbe de Pontc«rre, 
eotieat him^’iiot to fill my head wjith any more of 
Will nor of the Palatfoe, Wjbo is gopa to letch home the 
IMrinOMs; nor of the marshaf 4u l^essis, who is going 
Aa Meta to auarry her ; nprof M^imurs going to Cha* 
^ns to coDsommate Ins nuptials; noi^ of the hinges go- 
ing to jam them at Villera-Cotterels: m a word, I lell 
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1 Will not hear a syllable more 
they have slept together agom and 
^ at Pans* to be out of the 
iUit if I bad any way of rereng|» ^ 

Ibr ^bat my friends make me 
lift Hate k degt^ of patience* but Xcht six monthi 
together they tend the same* pHiitf of hews* fai different 
skapcs ; thet* for my part^ 1 bafe,eibiuie(fiitt#Ut^^ 
mains of fashion about me, whioh may* perht^ii^tpiden 
me nice and quickly tired of iteh'^ings. AoA fbis 
is true ; for I immediately Hy from letters that j lbifl|k. 
have any nen s in them* to thorn of businesiu { toe^ 
great pleasure yesterday m teadiog a letter from ^ 
good La Matson* who 1 was eery sure would nqt meb^; 
lion a word of this mmrtisge to me* and whostitf Sa}ate« 
my lady countess witb all humiKiy* m the same maemei^ 
as if she were dose at my elbow. Alas ! I do not w^nl 
to be asked to weep just pow; atmrn or two in the midl 
will do It presently. 

A-piopos« ray woods are kdested with wolves: I 
have two or three guards following me every night with 
their muskets on their shcHilders ^ Beaulieu is their cap^i^. 
tain j we here for these two day^ honoured the moOII 
with oiir pnsienoe bebMeen eleven and twelve at lught* 
The mghl before bet* we saw a black mao cemmg tew^ 
wards as: I tbeaghloii Auger, and was ready fo i 
hifistheearter; b^Wponhimming nearer* itprovd 
be lia Moiiste. Coing a Itt^s farther, wosfMiiia ) 
white body extended upon the groundt we laialo"< 
tbii too; and behold* is was a tree thht I tadeat i 
the week bufcfel ^ThOM jMff aatfm 
1 wish y<« may^jhe j|%hteiiwl at thes^ hi yOi|r 
sent oogrihsoi^; ^7# ihdm a glass of wa<eT>|U^ 
~ . 11 Wf a Csw ay Iphs at our eominaiid 

mig^t out a st^ to direit yog f 
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nmtBt talf' a']<)uriie\ to Provence, it it were only 
l|heak Ur thii Augei. Ihe hutoi} both c(Cii|>ied and 
Bintijsedl oiXmiaily* I a copy ot to my 

tbiokul , you had not coutage enough %vnte it 
^viKe over, and in so collect a manner* Odd know 
how diUcuntly 1 taste th kind of things to what I 
do the Reuaudots ^ that employ their pens at n»^ e\* 
{tense FaieweU, mv sweet love ; 1 see you and ilutik 
of yog incessantly^ A Lhousan<l kind things to all the 
(■ngnans in pto|K>itton to the degree of iotc \ iu think 
they bcai me . 1 tntnely tiust to you in tins. 


LFITER CXLVL 

iO IHB SAME. 


The Rocks, buncUt, October 2d, 3S7t* 

I AM nil returned to my lamentations oi Jeremiah. 
1 haM had but ont packet tins week, and i lia\eieasoa 
to belitve ih< othii lost ^ ou can nc^it lia\e been 
seven da>s without wiiting to me. Some demon cer- 
tainly sUaU your letters, and dnerts hinis«;U with them. 
It is Augci’b sy Iph. be it as it ma^, I am inconsolable 
about It. line is a letter tor youi bishop, 'kou w^ 
cjuiu light to opt 11 hiA It h» crammed with love , I tsRba 
'him at ills word, and shall reckon moio upon it, 1 iaingr* 
^han he would liave me^ but it H aerung him iigh^. 
bhai boaint,^ has be to make such protestations > 1 
^ipk my answer is noi bad. the conelusion is 
iMjid pomtMoa ; I bad al nost given into the justice to hc» 
^etit 9 but It IS qatte iitfiniorent to me. I am told, the 
jjnuig has given a reguneiit tc^shc chevalier c% Grigiian; 
”S suppose It IS Adhemar’s; if it la wbnh having, i am 


* Meimiiig die nm 

the t«o Hcutuiluts. 


thv invenugn of pcHs-pifMar* «vas the 
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1(1 But nhar shall ne «:ay of CJlBngeil* 
he lilt cli\ciest fellow in the woild^r 1 batr^i 
.Ji^OLi^ettcr ; anti, as you imt^itud, «s ready to 
^Qghing all the while it w is eBcelleni;^ 
B^BKii-^v^his division into chapters* GoodOod* hoir 
^49* sec ant! (mbia(( him, and talk about you 
to h ni ' lie IS chaifiiid with eveiy thing mui do$ 
and not without >« ison One cannot Runiciently 
admne \ ou. 1 could not do you those honours 
in\sJf, but 1 am lU s( tisible of tliem as any other 
jitison, and pcrtecily igKc with my good fiiends^ 
without doing liki the lady of M. piesidtnt Tanm; do 
^ou u member t at stoi} ^ In short, inj tliild, what 
nini tan yon obtain ? \oiii huiiouis e\tn c\c< < il M, 
de IVnnponne’s la tin uiuht of my mirth, I hive felt 
an oppression of the htait, which ought not to exist, 
and which I am ti o apt to chtnsh l>ery loa] leads 
to Roiuc, til u js, cicry tUiii., ffocs straight toiny heart* 
Mons. d(. ( oul nigc s wntis \(ry aghci’d^, and made 
ns lau ,h \(iy h< «iriilv !*» jou foiisaw, and I ilaii siy 
U tin \i rv same passiges 1 piopost ( xamining all the 
clnpttih with him tins winhi ispicuilly that of the 
hoad-dre'^b, it sccins to h< much of the sime kind with 
that oi Aiidotlc on hats. But whit shall we say of 
chocolate t \ie you under no appn )n nsion of heating 
*^out hiiXKl with It ^ A^Iay not all its boastuil eflectil 
(5>n4(;al some i«ttent fire at tlie bottom ? M ike me easy 
upon thib subject, my dear; ior m your present condi« 
tion^ fear e\c*ry thing. You know 1 was very fond of 
chocolate; but 1 thought it heitcd me; and, besides^ 
I was told It was a bad thing; but from ymir account 
of It, and the wonders that 3 ou say it has wrought in 
you, 1 know not what to think That part of Coq* 
iaiiges’s letter is veiy droll; but indeed it is all 
Farewell, tny dearest and best-beioved ; I shall take 
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great p1|asi]yrle in reading the chapter of your lore fat 
Ikie: f praise you 1 am steadfast in this opinion; but 
to make it i^rc sure, be steadfast yourself in ftiypg me 
aivrays surimroofs of it as you now do. 40ur little 
fiiend’s letters are far from being agreeable ;^6 is too 
prolix; 1 wi^ he would carry bis civilities elsewhere. 

LETTER CXLVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Hocks, Wednesday, October SS, ir> 7 1 . 
Seoaexoifi, my dear ! they are certainly worthy a chap- 
ter in M. de Couianges’^ book. The surprise of your 
bowels at the ice and chocolate is a matter I am re- 
solved to sift to the bottom with him, or rather with 
you, and ask yon seriously if your bowels were not of- 
fended with it; 'and if they did not give you brie colics, 
CO teach you how to give them such untipertsiam ^ ; there 
is a grand woi d for you. 1 had a mind to be friends again 
with chocolate, and so took tome the day befoi c yester- 
day, by way of digesting my dinner, that 1 might make 
the belter supper; and yesterday took some again by 
way of nourish incut, to enable me to fast till supper- 
time: it had every way the desired tflect; and what I 
think very extraordinaiy is, that it acted according to 
my wishesw 1 do not know what you may hare beeiif« 
feing this morning; but I bate been half-way u;vr./ 
bgi in dew, laying lines for some walks that 1 am mak- 
ng round my park, which will be very beautiful when 
anished. If my son is fond of woods ami of walks, he 
sail have jreason to bless my memory. 1 fancy this 
irother of yours is at Paris : lie chooses to wait lor me 

• A tcrai in pbiUstopliy borrowed (rom'tbe Greek, end fignifjing the 
etlon of any two oiiposite quaUUes, that srotualij Incresie the vigour 
ita iCtWIty of each other. 
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* zither than come back here ; atid(lhi|Lhel| 
a*the ris[ht. But what think you of my Um 

Abbe 4^lbat^ 1 am very uiiroituiiate in mmuaburflj 
ae IS on |)oirI of marrying a young n^ph of 
^^en*, datghtcr to M. and Mad de la Vazimere; % 
complete piece of aQictatiou and coquetry. The 
riage is to take place in lourame; he has given vf^ 
40,000 livies pel annum iii benefices foi « « « . « • God 
grant he may be happy with her ; but it is much double 
cd by eveiy one, aud most people thuik he had beUel 
have kept to me* 

Mons. d’Harrouis writes to me as follows:, 
madame de Cari^nan f know that 1 adoie her. SSd ii 
v\ith her little states ; they are not such folks aiwe MVi 
that give 100.000 crowns at a time ; but I hope they 
will, at least, gue her as much as we did to mad. d# 
Chaulnes by way of welcome” lie may wish, and I 
may wish too, but )our folks arc too dry and close* 
fistid. the sun sucks up ill thm moisture, which is the 
onl> souicc of goodness and afit ction. 1 am still griev- 
ing fot the packet 1 lost last wc*ek. Provence iibecuma 
my iiatisc country. Iioni ticncc spring all my joys and 
ail my sonows. 1 always wait with impatience for 
Iiiday It IS the d«y 1 receive letters from you. St. 
Pat in X some time ago made an epigram upon Friday^ 

\im Jkmand dc la Ba/iuiirt ^as mam» d to tin tbbd d*0k 
fcot/uMir ri'Kirt tbcti went, but wtu luanicd alierwurdi to tbe count 
dc Ndiurd. 

f Lcttrr S2 

} Hut wa« a j0\i4l ahhd. of who n DnjnrcdUX thti« speaks. Si Pavm 
de^otf Ajt tlr passed, like Desljarrcaiu aod Ibeoplulus. for an atheist | 
but he was not the less ere lulou. He was lOnveried by means of a 
vision The \ery ni^ht rhcophilus K» master and lui tnrnd died, be 
* iifd hu name pronounced bv him ina lni;hiful \oice Ilia valet hav* 
i Jtt Msort'd him he heaid the sane voice, be was convinced. He rc* 
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1^ daS i«» ^led to SCO mo at the abbi^’s : he addtvasnd 
kwHieH'' o the gods, and finished with the two follovnni; 
KlMIt 


Muldptiex t4^ Vendxid 
Je vutttquttie tout le nstc 


A Vitpphco&ione, Signora. M, d^Angersi \iiitrs 
WOttders concerning you; he has been liequtntly with 
Ma cannot speak sudictently in your 

|)teile: you are much obliged to him ioi the great le- 
ttrd he expresses for you ; he seems brimful ot uflec- 
'jllfll^which dilates itsel4 into a thousand piaibts, that 
inalfiO you much admin d. Bly abbe joo loves you 
perfectly well; la Moubsi honour^ and 1 lc«ivc 
you to yourself. Cruel step-mother ' a woid to the 
dear Grignans. 


IWuiHrcd the iwpums O|vii)ioos be bn I } cit oi i ttl i ih( iiui j^untt 
mmI idtii tuous bb be k 1 

* 1 11 c\er) tlo bf Trul y, 

I wn rot tor c icst 
UcBi^ AnjiiM, b«lt| of \npns. 
t '^iines Adb n 4r di Moivttuih bisl t. p f L c 
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Fnatyd by ^ Hssisiioiit W^^bildgt. 










